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A decadent rock star. A deeply religious radio host. A disgraced scientist. And a teenage girl who may
be the world's last hope. In the tradition of The Stand and Station Eleven comes a gripping saga that
weaves an epic tapestry of humanity into an astonishing tale of survival.

Shana wakes up one morning to discover her little sister in the grip of a strange malady. She appears to be
sleepwalking. She cannot talk and cannot be woken up. And she is heading with inexorable determination to
a destination that only she knows. But Shana and are sister are not alone. Soon they are joined by a flock of
sleepwalkers from across America, on the same mysterious journey. And like Shana, there are other
“shepherds” who follow the flock to protect their friends and family on the long dark road ahead.

For on their journey, they will discover an America convulsed with terror and violence, where this
apocalyptic epidemic proves less dangerous than the fear of it. As the rest of society collapses all around
them–and an ultraviolent militia threatens to exterminate them–the fate of the sleepwalkers depends on
unraveling the mystery behind the epidemic. The terrifying secret will either tear the nation apart–or bring
the survivors together to remake a shattered world.
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Paul Krueger says

(Full disclosure: I am a Del Rey author who is friendly with Chuck.)

I was lucky enough to get an advanced copy of this, and now I have a long wait until I can talk about this
with folks come July. That, however, was the only downside of this book. Despite its length, WANDERERS
is light on its feet, deftly spinning narrative plates without ever letting them wobble. As the story's events
cascade farther and farther out of control, Wendig's laser focus on his characters keep everything feeling
structured and affecting.

This book was heartbreaking, and funny, and clearly the product of Wendig wrestling with a lot of big ideas
about the state of today's America. He explores darkness, and witnesses that darkness, and tries his best to
understand that darkness. But the mark of Wendig's skill here, in my opinion, is that he never stoops to revel
in it.

There's a lot to look forward to with this book. I can't wait for you all to see that for yourselves.

Bonnie says

Tammy says

This reminds me a lot of The Stand. In fact, the author admits to it within the novel. What Wendig doesn’t do
is veer off into the cartoonish which King, at times, has a tendency to do. Don’t let its length deter you. It
reads quickly, captured my attention and I finished it within three days. Wendig wrestles with potent
questions here including the power of technology, extreme prejudice, the religious façade and violence of the
Christian right, morality and the crumbling of society. What’s more he is able to inject into it both humor and
the quirkiness of mankind. If you liked The Stand (I’ll go out on a limb here) you’ll like this even more.


