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Nikos Tsentemeidis says

Eval am?ta mp?ta BiA?a tov Modiano (1975). ATT?XEL ATT? TNV WPIUL?TATO TV TEAELTA 2wV TOU
BtBA?wv (oL ToV 0dANoav oto N2UTEA). ET?ong, eval 1o po art? 200 8l 2Baca Tou Oev ?XEl o0V
onpe?o ava@op?¢ to Map?o1, dNAad? 10 duVAT? XOPT? TOL CLUYWPAE?D. [ap' PAa aUT? ENVal Va
gLX?p1oTOo BiIPA0.

SARAH says
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jeremy says

patrick modiano, the 15th french nobel laureate for literature, is rather adept at creating a fictional milieu, but
his characters and plotting leave much to be desired. he certainly writes well enough, which only compounds
the frustration of a novel which leaves the reader wanting for more.

the words that make us feel someone's disappearance more deeply are the passwords that once
existed between us and them and have suddenly become empty and useless.

*translated from the french by john cullen (sk&rmeta, daoud, et al.)

I smini says

/10
Y120e0n: N?0¢ (€l KOAOKOIPIV? 2pWTA PE V0 O U200 YOAAIK? AOUTP?TIOAN.

210 0Tn 00?2QUAAO A1 2Bada yia TEPZEPYOLC AVOP?TOLC KO LUCT?PI0, OTO E€PUAAD TIWE O CLYYPAY?G
?XEl TIUNBE? pe BpaBe?0 N2UTEA. To 700 OTA X?7p10 OV ?X0OVTAC TIC AV ?PAOYEC TIPOGOOK 7%6¢. H
TA?pN¢ ATIOYO?TELAN.

O Movtiov? pooTBe? o€ aLT? 10 BIBA?0 VA TEI PO 20 TO T?MoTA. Eval va pubiot?pnpa mou dev
HIAZEl yia T?2roTa. Agv TEIP?LEL TIOU OV ?XEl B700¢, TO TR?BANUA €A1 2T OEV 2XEL KOV ETUQNVELQ.
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A ar? Ta XeIp?repa BIA?0 Tou Al ?Baca TOT? Lov. M?2pa T2pa TIOA? BAPET?, AV KAl HKP? 2Tav
aVULTT?POPO.

Marita says

4th January, 2019.

"A Chinese lantern cast complicated shadows, making patterns like lace or tracery, and it was
as though Yvonne's and Meinthe' s faces were suddenly covered with veils."

A young man walks down streets where everything has changed. He spots an old acquaintance, Meinthe, and
memories come flooding back. Memories of twelve years previously when Meinthe and Y vonne had
appeared in hislife, atime when an insecure eighteen-year-old youth had lived asif he were dreaming. Now
twelve years older he remembers.

But what exactly does he remember, because it was all so fleeting, and upon reflection seems a mere
chimera. Who was Meinthe really, who was Y vonne? Despite a passionate rel ationship with Yvonne ("...in
her indefinable accent, which | thought might be Hungarian, English or Savoyard") the young man never
really got agrip on who they were. But then, was he forthcoming about himself? Was this stateless young
man who longed for a place where he could belong really Count Victor Chmara? What was he doing at that
lakeside resort, and why? Who were the mysterious people in Meinthe's life - the baron who died
mysteriously, and the disembodied voice on the phone who announced himself as Kustiker? Why was the
VillaTriste called triste (sad) in the first place? "Upon crossing the villa' s threshold, you were pervaded by a
limpid melancholy." Melancholy and wistfulness pervade the book, and even Yvonne's Great Dane dog
belongs to arare species of melancholic dogs. And instead of reassuringly chiming at the appropriate times,
the clock has alife of its own and crazily chimes whether it should or not.

And just as suddenly as they appear, they al disappear until now...

HHH
There is atheme of transience; of loss of love, and loss of away of life.

Thiswas my first encounter with Patrick Modiano's work, and | certainly hope it won't be my last. I'm blown
away!

Htt
"If there still existed some nice, reassuring idiots who wore white outfits and whacked balls over a net, then
that meant the world was continuing to turn and we had a few hours’ respite.”

"All my efforts to pass unnoticed and hide in a safe place had been reduced to futility in a few seconds.”

"And | was dreaming. | therefore avoided making overly abrupt movements and asking overly precise
guestions so that | wouldn’t have to wake up."

"He was floating. Everything around us was floating."

"I’ ve never again known moments so full and so slow as those. Opium, it's said, can provide them. | doubt
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Zuberino says

Summer of 1962. A small French resort on the shores of alake, not far from the Swiss border. A quiet little
place, forgotten by all except its inhabitants and the smattering of guestsit receives during the holidays. An
18-year-old young man arrivesin town, with afake name and a made-up past. What transpires over the next
few months is the subject of this strange little novel, which somehow put mein mind of the two Alains -
Alain-Fournier's Le Grand Meaulnes (the book) as well as Alain Robbe-Grillet's L'lmmortelle (the movie).

If what the press says of Patrick Modiano's work is true - memories, mostly, of the Nazi occupation of Paris -
then this book is probably atypical. Certainly the plot, such asit is, is far removed from the capital, unfolding
entirely within the bounds of this namel ess town which apparently was modelled on the real-life resort of
Annecy where Modiano spent afew years of hisyouth. But back to the story.

The young man stays at first in a hotel inhabited mainly by middle-aged summertime regulars, but soon he
fallsin with amysterious pair - the beautiful Yvonne and the fastidious, slightly menacing Meinthe. He
introduces himself as Count Victor Chmara, of exiled Russian aristocratic stock, which he freely admitsto
the reader isalie. Rather, there are a handful of hints sprinkled here and there that conceal as much as they
reveal: afather who had business in Brazzaville; hiding from the Germans during the occupation; a fleeting
mention of Nansen passports. "Victor”, it seems, was raised by his grandmother in a quiet Parisian
neighbourhood. The reason he's fled to this borderland is because something about the situation in Paris
makes him very nervous, very fearful. The Algerian war israging in the background. Does he want to avoid
conscription? Or has he been the victim of anti-Semitism?

Not alot happens over the course of the next hundred pages. Victor and Y vonne become lovers, he moves
into her suite at the Hermitage hotel. They go for the usual whirl: long walks and drives, boat rides, dinners,
parties. They lounge around endlessly in the hotel room. There is an extended description of afashion
contest for couples called the Houligant Cup, which iswon by Yvonne and Meinthe. Thisisthe world of the
European haute-bourgeoisie at play - aworld of shimmering sunshine, elegant dresses, brittle laughter. If you
don't have to look up what a shantung suit is, or a cheval-glass, or a haircut en brosse, you are probably at
homein thisworld.

Later however we get a glimpse of the other side. Yvonne and Meinthe grew up in this town, both burning
with adesire to escape its narrow confines. Her background is provincial-proletarian; her uncle who now
runs the family's garage business invites Y vonne and Victor over for dinner, an evening far removed from
the fancy goings-on at the Hermitage or the Alhambra.

The affair won't last, of course. But what will happen to the protagonists? Twelve years later, Victor will
look back at that long-ago summer and his lost friends. Y vonne is a world-famous actress now; the
homosexual Meinthe who may have been involved with the clandestine services in relation to the Algerian
war, commits suicide one day by turning on the gasin his house.

*

An extended act of remembrance - that's how | thought of Modiano's novel. The pace is unhurried,
meditative; more than telling a story, he is evoking amilieu, a certain ambience. Refracted through the thick
glass of memory. There isthat languid air of unknowing, so redolent of French literature and cinema of that
era. Part mystery, part tedium. And yet by the end of the book, | was completely initsgrip, its perverse
slowness, the fate of its characters. | wonder if he wrote a sequel...
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Dan says

4 Modiano stars, on ascale only of Patrick Modiano novels

My favorite novelists al published first or second novels that established them asimmediate or soon-to-be
literary stars: Anita Brookner with A Sart in Life and Providence, Henry Green with Blindness and Living,
Alice McDermott with A Bigamist’s Daughter and That Night, Marilynne Robinson with Housekeeping, and
Philip Roth with Goodbye, Columbus. Less so Patrick Modiano, whose initial three novels (or novellas, if
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you prefer) were topically striking but did not fully foreshadow the future Nobel laureate’ s greatness. But
with Villa Triste, his fourth novel, Patrick Modiano emerges as the Patrick Modiano of his more mature
fiction. While Villa Triste does not display the perfection of In the Café of Lost Youth or the near-perfection
of Sundaysin August, it showcases the themes, the emotions, and the mysteries of both.

Astypical of later Modiano novels, Villa Triste centers on a mysterious young man’s nostalgia for a bygone
time, abygone love, and abygone city. In Villa Triste, the nostalgiais that of Victor Chmara reminiscing
about hislove and life amost thirteen years earlier, in about 1962, when he was eighteen. Modiano provides
few clues of Chmara's past. Where did Chmara grow up: Alexandria, Lisbon, Paris, Brussels,
Constantinople, or Berlin, all mentioned by Modiano as possibilities? Chmarais apparently stateless, perhaps
living in some danger and perhaps fleeing an only partially revealed past: " What was there for me to fear?
The noise of war, the din of the world would have had to pass through a wall of cotton wall to reach this
holiday oasis. And who would have ever thought of coming to ook for me among these distinguished summer
vacationers?” Does Chmaraworry about discovery because he's avoiding military service?. ” The young
men, well behaved and romantic, would be sent to Algeria. Not me.” Is Chmara a Russian count? No, not
possible. Modiano, a cineaste even in this early novel, reveals that Bella Darvi and Victor are cousins.
Victor, Jewish asis Darvi, imagines himself as Arthur Miller and imagines afuture ” as a Jewish writer and
wear[ing] thick horn rimmed spectacles’ .

Also typical of Modiano’slater novels, Yvonne Pacquet, Chmara slost lovein Villa Triste, has an only
partialy revealed past. Yvonneis an aspiring film actress, remembered by Victor ” as attractive as Marilyn
Monroe”’ . And again typical of later Modiano novels, the romance and the sex between Victor and Y vonne
exist only as delicate hints. Asin Sundays in August, Modiano provides a shady, older consort for the couple,
with alarge, showy automobile. For Modiano, the role of the consort—the third wheel—is especialy
important. Here's Victor talking about Doctor René Meinthe, the consort in Villa Triste: ” There are some
mysterious persons—always the same ones—who stand like sentinels at every crossroads in your life.”

Villa Triste was published in 1975, when Modiano was thirty. Even at thirty, he had already honed his ability
to engage readers through memories and mysteries. The memoriesin Villa Triste, asin Modiano’ s later
novels, are partial and often unclear, inviting the reader to reminisce along with the reminiscing characters.
Chmaratells us, for example, that Yvonne's” family name has just come back to me” . The mysteries—the
incompl ete backgrounds of characters, the partial explanations of past events, and the hints of what's
occurred between the remembered time and the present—transform Modiano novels into interactive
experiences for the reader: we remember along with Modiano’ s characters and we involve ourselves in trying
solve the mysteries of their pasts and futures that Modiano only partially reveals.

Richard says

Another fine instalment in Modiano's accretional, Proustian literary project. The issues of time, memory,
identity and survival at the fringes (both moral and topographical) of society are explored against the
backdrop of Algerian War of Independence. Asusual thereis a pervasive atmosphere of mystery, and the
action and dialogue are unsettling, imbued with the contours and textures of a bad dream. The remarkable
thing about Modiano isthat his novels are all fundamentally similar, yet he always manages to create new
and compelling variations upon his chosen themes. ThisLARB article putsit very well:

https://lareviewofbooks.org/article/n...

"It has been claimed that Modiano’ s range of work is narrow and repetitive. He himself has said that for over
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45 years he has always been writing the same novel (on fait toujours le méme roman). But if hisworks deal
with a narrow range of themes and are repetitive, they are so in the way that Ravel’s Boléro is repetitive: a
simple melody with insistent, intricate, increasing orchestration that holds our attention from beginning to
spectacular end.”

Solistas says

"YT(?pX0UV HUOTNPI?0N TA?20UATA -TO D10 TTAVTOTE- TIOU OT7KOVTOI @POUP0? O€ K20 GTAUPOOP I
™G {w?q pag”

VA 1?1010 OTALPOJPUI TPOCTIBE? va BUNBE? 0 aPNYNT?C KAB?C TEPTIIT?El OE IO AOUTP?TIOAN
NCFaAA?0¢, KOVT? 0Ta EABETIK? 0VOPa, K BuP?Tal VOV UEY?A0 ?pwid TOU ?{NoE OTIC apX?¢ TV
60s (aT1r? 700 Ava@?PEl PAVETAL 2T1 TPZKEITAL Via TO 1962). EAVal To Tuo TAL? Tov BIBA?0 at? 700
X OlAB?0€El K TO KAA?TEPO PET? TIC KLPIAK?C TOU AUYO?0TOU TIOL ENAL UE dOPOP? TO AYATNUNVO
HOU OTITO T700€P0 TIOL 2XW OlAB?0€l L?XPl OTIYUZG.

PTG K OTA UTPAOI T, 0 Modiano yp2gel KOUW? K AETILETIPAETIO LIE K?P10 B2U0 TOV ayVa TV
avep?rv va dlATNP?00LVV TIC VAUV ?0EIC TOUC 700 T10 KABap?¢ yVeTal. H HovadiK? 20w dla@op?
OTITIC LTT?AOITEEG K T PPUOI EC TPOOTIDEIEC TOL ENAL 2TI €07 OEV TIPOCTIOE? UV0 va BuUNBe? TO
TIPEABV TOL OAA? K VO QUVTAOTE? 200 OV P?TNOE T?TE ? OEV KAT2PEPEL va WPl Apy?rePa.
Epwrteupvog Ye TNV Tov2uopen YR2vvn K Tp?0 e Tov gay @?A0 TN, Tov iatp? Pev? Mevt
TEPIP?POVTAI OTA aKPIB? poyadl? TNG TIPANG, KOIMOAVTAL G€ XA17Ta £EVOJOXE?N, CUUET ?X0UV OE
avV0o?010VC Ol OYWVIOUO?C KO ?tNTOC (TIOL KEPA?LEL PUOIK? N YRAVN) K KLAIOVTAL -OTNV
KUPIOAEE ?0- OTA TITUATO TNG B?A0¢ TOL MevT (0 0TID?0¢ TNV ?XEl OVO?0el B7Aa OAAYN,?rwg Ba
PMPETE VA €01 K 0 T?2TAOC TOUL PBIBA?0V. AUT?C a1 K 01 KOA?TEPEC OEADEC TIOL B Bpe?te £56?).

O ouyypa@?a¢ dev TnNP?LETAL OTNV TIAOK?, 0?T€ KAV GTNV OV2ITUEN TWV XOPAKT?pwV, KUP2WE VOT?
0LV UTIOPE? KAVE?C VA €01 GY0UPOC OV BUU?TOL KOA? TOUG avBp?roug Tiou 21l §av K?molo p?A0
OTO TPEABV TOL. O T?1MO¢ TNC IOTOP?0C ENVAI 0 K?P10C TIPWTAYWVIOT?C (UE 2T1 AUT? CNUOVELTA
OTC?TA,TA TI7PKA,TO ALTOKVNTA,TIC TATETOAP?EC KTA.) K N ypa@? Tou Modiano n K?pia yonte?2a Tou
BiBA?0vL.

"NO AT To TR0V PO 2TOV LICVOIXTO KAl 2ZKOUYX TO BpA0UA ATTTO QUAAZUATO K 21010V OV TPOU
TOL X2Adevav 10 T¢2U. H ok1? Toug oK ?rade tn BIBAI0BKN 00V VO KIYKA?OWUA @TAYUV0 AT TN

V?XTO K TO @eYY?p1"”.

M?20w ar? Vo 1?1010 T{?ul, BOA? ? YEU?TO OKI?2C OTT? TIIAL 7G EIKVEC, YPPETAL OAZKANPO TO BIBA0.
ATTTNV U2XPL T?700 EUTEIP?0 OV, EVAL TO TI0 EUKOA0JI 7B00TO BIBA?0 TOU K ALT? TOL OO TP?TEIVA
O€ K?1olov 1ou B7A&l va doKIU?0€l Tov Modiano K ToV TP?To TIoU YP2¢EL.

"ErnTA?a e, Ol KIV?OEIG MOC 2TAV TIOA? APY?C KI 2TV UETAKIVI ZUOCTAV, OUT? YIV2TAV XWP?G
Brao?n. ?proviac. Mia at?topun Kvnon 6a €?2x€ KATAaoTPAPEL TN yonte?a. MIAO?0AE
XOUNA?2Qva [...] Vog TodNA?TNG TEPVO?0E KI 7KOLYA TO TP?EIO TOL TIOONA?TOU Y Aya ATt ?. K
EKENVOC PANWOTE TIPOXWPO?0€E Apy? apy?. ET?mies. PAd eI TA?0VE Y?pw pac. O?te Kav av?Bape 1o
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QWG ?tav ?rE@re N v2xta [...] Na pn Byo?ue mot? artaut? tn f7Ad. Na pnv eyKataAEAPOUE AUT? TO
OWU?TI0. NO LEVOUUE EATAWUVOL OTOV KAVOTI? ? KATAY?C, 2Tw¢ KVAUE 7A0 KOl Tho CUXV?. V1wld
KOT?mNEN va avaKOA 21w atny YR T2101d IKAV?2NTa yid aUToeyKaTt?AeiPn. Na pva aut?
€?X€ OX70N PE TNV aT?XOELa TIOL A1GBAVUOUV VIO TNV KON, PE TNV avnouX?a Tou Lou
TPOKOAO?0€ OTIO?MOTE KOBVI ta1, TEPVZEL K AAAPCEL [...] T'auT? 2uwg; NOop?{w TG TOA? OTA? 7TV
TEUTTPAD. 20V @XI".

Trish says

Modiano has a melancholic bent whose sentences vibrate (“like a spider’ s web”) with akind of menace. We
are never really sure who deserves the most scrutiny amongst his characters, but everyone in this novel
seems to be hiding some dark past or grim present. Even the dog, a Great Dane, was “congenitally afflicted
with sadness and the ennui of life.” In Modiano's lavish description of the locale, afashionable small French
resort across alake from Switzerland, even the trees are a mystery:

"The vegetation here isthoroughly mixed, it's hard to tell if you're in the Alps, on the shores of
the Mediterranean, or somewhere in the tropics. Umbrella pines. Mimosas. Fir trees. Palms. If
you take the boulevard up the hillside, you discover the panorama: the entire lake, the Aravis
mountains, and across the water, the elusive country known as Switzerland."

Why “elusive’? We never learn why. “I didn’t yet know that Switzerland doesn’t exist.” Perhapsit isthe
notion of safety that doesn’t exist. A nineteen-year-old is not expected to know that, not then, not now.
Modiano liberally salts his work with phrases that fill us with an unnameable dread. Count Victor isno more
Count than you or |, but somehow we'd rather believe that than whatever it is he is running from. Heis the
son of Russian Jews, and the Second World War is over at least fifteen years. He is wealthy beyond
imagining, but he has fear: he's“ scared to death” he tells us early on as he recounts the time he met Yvonne
and Meinthe.

"When | think of her today, that's the image that comes back to me most often. Her smile and
her red hair. The black-and-white dog beside her. The beige Dodge. And Meinthe, barely
visible behind the windshield. And the switched-on headlights. And the rays of the sun.”

Modiano writes like a painter paints. He weaves sound and scent along with color and emotion, light and
dark.

"We returned through a part of the garden | wasn’t familiar with. The gravel paths were
rectilinear, the lawns symmetrical and laid out in picturesque English style. Around each of
them were flamboyant beds of begonias or geraniums. And here as well, there was the soft,
reassuring whisper of the sprinklers. | thought about the Tuileries of my childhood. Meinthe
proposed that we have adrink...

In the end, the three of them, The Count, Y vonne, and Meinthe make quite a hit in that town at that time.
Photographs show them glamorous and solemn, walking arm-in-arm beside the dog, Meinthe taking up the
rear. Meinthe and Y vonne win the coveted Houligant Cup for that year and are sought-after companions for
their edgy stylishness. Gradually Meinthe and Y vonne share pieces of their shadowy background with
Victor, and the glamour, he realizes, is all rhinestones and rust.

“Theroomsin 'palaces fool you at first, but pretty soon their dreary walls and furniture begin
to exude the same sadness as the accommaodations in shady hotels. Insipid luxury; sickly sweet
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smell in the corridors, which | can’t identify but must be the very odor of anxiety, of instability,
of exile, of phoniness.”

When “France suddenly seemed to [Victor] too narrow aterritory,” he proposed they ditch the local act and
take to the road, somewhere where they could show their true capabilities... America

Later, when it isall over, we think that perhaps Victor’s fear stems from his youth, his aloneness, his
uncertainty. He grew up that summer by the lake, and saw most of what there was to see. Later, when he
ambles under the arcades on the Rue de Castiglione reading a newspaper, his education comes full circle, and
the mystery begins again.

Promotional copy for Villa Triste, due out today in a new trangation by John Cullen and published by Other
Press, calsit Modiano’s most accessible novel. It may well be, but all Modiano’ s great themes are present.
This fine translation does justice to the underlying greatness of the work. A fine piece of literature that can
keep you mulling events over in your head for along time to come.

Speranza says

Deliciously dark, decadent and detached, yet desperately dull.

Jim says

Patrick Modiano's Villa Triste is another excellent novel by the Italian/Flemish/French author with the
checkered past. In fact, the novel is about checkered pasts: All three main characters -- Count Victor
Chmara, Yvonne Jacquet, and René Meinthe -- are insubstantial, almost shadowy, as aresult of their lives
being taken up in various types of pretense. All have attempted to hide away their pasts, even though two of
them continue to live in the Haute Savoie town in which they were born.

In fact, the only really authentic, grounded person in the story is Y vonne's Uncle Roland, who runs a garage
for repairing American cars -- a business he had started with Yvonne's late father.

Thistype of authenticity of character is atheme for Modiano, whose own father was a bit of a charlatan and
whose mother was so awful that her own dog committed suicide by leaping off a balcony. (Read Modiano's
autobiographical Pedigree.)

There is something haunting about all of Modiano's worksthat | have read. It isasif they were people by
Pinocchios who wishes that they could be real boys.

Merry says

Three characters meet in the 60'sin asmall French town located on alake across from Switzerland, and
everyone seemsto be living in the past. Victor, the main protagonist, and Yvonne, an actress, (although they
al appear to be acting) and Dr. Menthe... we learn his father was a martyr of the French Resistance. The
description of the hotels and cafesin this small town, as well as the automobiles, the way the people dress, it
all appears more like the ' 40’ s when there was danger from the Occupation. Time has stood still. Danger
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from war is one subject Victor refersto often. Is he safe? Using afalse identity, he is not Victor, much lessa
Count, as he claims. Everyone just keeps living and lying - perhaps much as it was during the German
Occupation in the 40's. Not much has changed, with the exception of the presence of the Occupation, thereis
no danger anymore, or isthere?. . . so stop the pretending and get on with the present and the future! But
Victor livesin the past. He holds on to mementos from the past - material or mental, he holds on. He cannot
free himself and lives with anxiety and fear, yet thoroughly enjoying the company of Yvonne and the
lifestyle she and Dr. Meinth have in this small town. If this review sounds a bit confusing, well that is how |
found this book!

Confusing at times, but | till felt compelled to finish this true work of art, this beautifully written piece of
literature. Melancholy sucked me in from the beginning with a Great Dane dog that a so appears to be
acting!, to each of the characters, who seem to be suspended in time, slow moving, who they are past and
present, what are they doing in this small town, are all pieces of apuzzle that need to be assembled..... bit by
bit, Victor randomly gives information aong the way, but never enough to build the complete picture for me.

Why did | bother to finish reading this book? | felt if | kept reading, it would all come together and make
perfect sense. The methodic storytelling captured my curiosity, as the style of writing isdream like. Surely |
would eventually comprehend the story fully, the characters purpose and connection to one another, their
past, their present. But it was not meant to be. | did connect afew of the dotsto this puzzle, but mostly
speculation, as the author confirms very little for me. Even in the end, right up to the last sentences the
author playswith my curiosity. A suitcase left behind at the train station - why? I'm curious as to what was
inside and | question the symbolic meaning the author had in this action. Sadly, | need a college professor to
help me decipher it all!

Confusing yet compelling, not a book for everyone - 4 stars for the compelling nature that kept me reading -
3 starsfor the story line as | could not get the pieces to come together and satisfy my curiosity.

About the Author

A little research online helps me better understand this author which helps me confirm some of my thoughts
about this book. Apparently all of hisworks are of similar themes. His novels delve into the puzzle of
identity, and of trying to track evidence of existence through the traces of the past.

"Obsessed with the troubled and shameful period of the Occupation—during which his father had allegedly
engaged in shady dealings—Modiano returnsto thistheme in al of his novels, book after book building a
remarkably homogeneous work. "After each novel, | have the impression that | have cleared it all away," he
says. "But | know I'll come back over and over again to tiny details, little things that are part of what | am. In
the end, we are all determined by the place and the time in which we were born." He writes constantly about
the city of Paris, describing the evolution of its streets, its habits and its people.” -
http://www.francetoday.com/articles/2...

My thoughts on afew lines from the book;

Page 137

Victor’ sidentity becomes clear?

"Theroomsin the "palaces' fool you at first, but pretty soon their dreary walls and furniture begin to exude
the same sadness as the accommodations and shady hotels. Insipid luxury; sickly-sweet smell in the corridors
which | can't identify but must be the very odor of anxiety, of instability, of exile, of phoniness. A smell that
has always accompanied me’.

-My interpretation...... Victor in his youth, along with his family, were hunted by the Nazis, constantly on
the run, changing identities, hiding out in different "palaces" and it haunts him for alifetime? He reveals that
he never lived in one place, he shares he has anxiety and talks of exile, feeling he does not belong anywhere,
yearning to have lived in the small French town like that of Y vonne and Menthe, who seemed to have

PDF File: Villatriste... 12



Read and Download Ebook Villatriste...

experienced an idyllic life growing up there. Victor feels like aman, arace, without a country - | could
speculate for days on just this paragraph! Early on you learn Victor is Jewish, passing himself as a Count, a
fake persona, perhaps as he and his family did during the war? He is always running, has no home? The so
called “palaces’ were the words used by the parents/himself in describing the different hiding locations, and
that exotic palace reference kept the deception/the discovery of their disguises less frightening?

These are just my interpretations of one paragraph, you will have to come to your own conclusions should
you choose to read this book. | would suggest researching the author and some of his other works to help
explain histhought processes prior to reading.
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