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"He was weaponless. Or rather, not quite weaponless, for he knew what he was capabl e of doing with his
body, but he bore no blade, nor any whip, nor any lead pipe with which to his with which to strangle the
victim . . . The number of potential weapons he had deliberately laid aside was frighteningly high."

No weapons, no allies, and no guarantees that he will survive the test.

A killer has arrived at the palace of the Queendom of Y clau, ready to make an offer that the Queen may not
be able to refuse. But thisis akiller with a difference. For the young foreigner who struggles to fetter his
own darkness is about to enter the queendom'’s Eternal Dungeon, where idealistic torturers strive to transform
the hearts of their prisoners. Surrounded by great-spirited men who are determined to put him to the test, the
young foreigner may be the only man who can recognize the flaws in the dungeon's ethical code.

This novella can be read on its own or as a prequel to The Eternal Dungeon, a speculative fiction series set in
a hineteenth-century prison where the psychologists wield whips.

The Eternal Dungeon seriesis part of Turn-of-the-Century Toughs, a cycle of alternate history series
(Waterman, Life Prison, Commando, Michael's House, The Eternal Dungeon, and Dark Light) about adults
and youths on the margins of society, and the people who love them. Set in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, the novels and stories take place in an alternative version of Americathat was settled by
inhabitants of the Old World in ancient times. As aresult, the New World retains certain classical and
medieval customs.
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Yingtai says

Thisisapreque to the Eternal Dungeon, and unlike most prequels, it's good stuff on its own. Y ou will be
amazed at al the layers hiding behind the weaponless terrorist forcing his way into the palace.

But if you have ever read any of The Eternal Dungeon, you arein for an even better treat. The suspenseis
still good, and so many of your questions will be answered. What was The Eternal Dungeon like under the
previous head torturer? Where did the new rules come from? What was Layle Smith like when he was young
and first struggling to control his sadistic needs? What kind of queen governs this queendom? | was curious
about all that when | started, but the answers were even more interesting than | anticipated.
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