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For Tracey Rooks, life with her grandparents on a Wyoming farm has always been simple. But after her
grandmother's death, Tracey is all her grandfather has. So when Eagle Elite University announces its annual
scholarship lottery, Tracey jumps at the opportunity to secure their future and enters. She isn't expecting
much-but then she wins. And life as she knowsit will never be same. . .

The students at Eagle Elite are unlike any she's ever met . . . and they refuse to make things easy for her.
There's Nixon, gorgeous, irresistible, and leader of a group that everyone fears. The Elect. Their rules are
simple. 1. Do not touch The Elect. 2. Do not look at The Elect. 3. Do not speak to The Elect. No matter how
hard shetries to stay away, The Elect are dways around her and it isn't long until she finds out the reason
why they keep their friends close and their enemies even closer. She just didn't realize she was the enemy --
until it was too late.

"Thisishy far the best book | haveread from thistalented author."
- The Book Whisperer (www.book-whisperer.blogspot.com)
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Jennifer Kyle says

| really didn’'t care or connect to thisstory at ALL. | finished the book so | can firmly stand by my rating.

This story wasaHOT MESS.

The school Eliteis completely BIZARE and not in agood way...more like in a completely unbelievable
way. The children who attend are the superrich, the fabulously famous and mafia offspring. Our main
character, Trace wins a scholarship to attend. Sheisafarm girl raised since the age of six by her
grandparents, and oh yeah she loves COWS.

Nixon isthe head of the bully group, the president of the student body and his family owns the school. Nixon
graduated but runs his deceased father’ s numerous corporations and plays a*“Lord of the Flies’ kinda
shithead at the school along with histhree pals... The Elect. They keep order...lunch schedules, elevator
passes while physically and emotionally tormenting the students to keep peace. Nixon's henchmen are
Phoenix, an ass, and Chase, a sweetheart.

Anyway, farm girl Trace isimmediately welcomed by the three otherwise known as The Elite with horrible
words and insults. Trace endures hell at this school, she is branded a slut, drugged, bullied, egged, etc., never
once does the thought cross her mind to LEAVE!!!

Trace stands up for herself. Nixon and crew treat her like crap. Nixon puts together who Traceisby a
necklace which has aname on it. Not from recognizing her grandfather???? Big reveal (view spoiler) Her
grandfather put her in school so she could find out the truth of who sheis (Not from him but from strangers)
and to lure bad guys to make a play like bait. WTF?

Anyway, further reveal is (view spoiler). Again... WTF?

| can honestly say that the only character that | liked was Chase. The story just didn’t work for meat ALL
and | won't be returning to Elite.

I’d much rather hang out with the cows! MOQ!

* Arc provided by Net Galley via Forever (Grand Central Publishing)*
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[T?aisy ([T]says

This book

" So, | am going to bea prisoner in my grandfather's home?"
" Of course not, You're going to be a prisoner in mine"

Tracey grew up with her grandparents after her parents were killed when she was 6. She grew up in aranch.
And one fine day, she wins a scholarship to study at Eagle Elite after her grandmother motivated her and
stating that it was time she knew who is she....

Enters Elite boys, Nixon, the gorgeous president with tattoos and alip ring (I so wanted to bite that lip ring
each time he does bite it). Nixon and Chase def took my heart away as they entered in the scene!

Nixon

Chase

Wat she didn't know how these two boys will became a part of life until she can't imagine her life with them?
Best part, Nixon was never nice to her at all, he was really mean and cocky!!! Ooo | love those kind!!! <3

Will Nixon and Tracey fight their fear? What was that Tracey's grandmother wanted her to learn about
herself!!!

"Don't you every apologise for being beautiful - for being perfect. You are... exquisite”

PICK IT UPI!!

And for once, there was no pregnant girl with an excuse "Ooo | forgot that the bloody pill or shot"

RACHEL VAN DYKEN, YOU WERE BRILLIANT!!! Gonnadive into Elect now, wohooooooo
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Natalie M onroe says

Welcome to Ouran High School!

A school for the children of therichest and most influential familiesin Japan America. One day, a
poor scholarship-kid contest winner will stumble across the Host-Club Elect, a gang of gor geous,
influential and money-laden bastar ds, who then take her under their wing!

Aft—what? *listens to earpiece* Oh, I'm sorry, | got it wrong. Thisisn't Ouran High Schoal, it is, in fact,
Deimon High, where everything is controlled by a single fear some man, Hirama Nixon! School
equipment, people...anything you need, you just go right to him.

I—what now? *listens to earpiece again* Sorry, folks, looks like there are some technical difficulties
because | clearly heard Deimon High that time. Anyhow, turns out this school is called | shiyama High,
commonly known asthe school for delinquents becauseit's a super freaky placeto study in! Near
everyone ther e has a connection to the Underworld in some way and the best fightersrun the school.
It's like a mafia Ouran High School.

Now, we can—oh for God's sake, what now? *rapid buzzing sounds from earpiece* Alright! Sorry again,
people, it's actually Kokuyo Junior High. By some stroke of fate, a wimpy kid finds out he'snext in line
to bethe boss of a very power ful mafia family. He's soon forges connections with members of other mafia
families and getsin fights with them too.

There'salso areally scary guy who rulesthe school with an iron, um...weapon.

*gtatic noise from earpiece* That'sit, | give up! You talk to them.

Hey guys. Sorry about the confusion, though in my defense, this school sounds exactly like those so you
can't really blame me for mixing them up. Anyways...the school is actually named Eagle Elite university
which basically takes all those above elements, that work great in theridiculous, people-can-whip-
mallets-from-panties fantastical setting of Japanese manga, and mashesthem in a contemporary
American university setting. Theresult isa pile of uneatable goo.

Now, you may remember that | praised Cracked for doing the same thing, utilizing familiar concepts.
However, Cracked is an urban fantasy/paranormal so it's entitled to alittle reality-bending. Though you can
bet that I'll call it out on its bullshit if it triesto pull the anime nosebleed or sweat gland gag on me.

Elite, on the other hand, isa contemporary novel, meaning | expect a certain level of reality within.
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Although it doesn't contain ghosts or demons, it failed to convince methat thisisa college | could very
well goto.

There's agang of teenagers called the Elect and they're like the rulers of this majorly prestigious university.
They control the elevators, the cafeteria, the gym...I bet they even control the rotation of the moon.

"Don't even think about it, New Girl. You touch me, | tell the dean, who just so happensto be
Phoenix's dad. We control the teachers because, guess what? My dad pays for everything."

"She won a silly contest. The same contest we put on every year so that the poor
underprivileged people of the world are able to join the high society”

To befair, I've never set foot in a American university so I'm not sureif that's how they really operate.
Honestly doubt it, but let's not quibble. | do, however, study at the arguably most prestigious university in
Hong Kong and | can tell you first-hand that we don't have anything like the Elect there. Everyone was al
smiles on Orientation day, like in Monsters University.

Y es, we do have aclique of kids from influential families and they have their own special dorm, but they
don't throw their weight around. They just stick to themselves and throw wild parties. Or | assume.

Those problems aside, | wouldn't have enjoyed Elite anyway because it read like the most cliche YA book
in theworld. Or aFifty Shades of Grey rip-off. Same thing really.

Exhibit A: the gor geous bad boy who treatsthe heroine horribly upon first meeting her, but endsup
being theloveinterest.

"Hisfacelit up with a smile, and honestly, it was like staring at an angel. Nixon was gorgeous.
He was an ass, but gorgeous.”

"He wore his perfection differently than most guys. The beauty of Nixon wasin his
imperfection. His crooked smile. Thelip ring drew attention to his lips, making them look
larger. And then his nose, it looked like it had been broken once, but it was in that tiny crook at
the bridge that you saw something fierce in him. And his eyes. His ice blue eyes would warm
within an instant when he was amused. His hair would fall across his brow giving him a rough
yet vulnerable look."

Come on now. Can you look at that and tell me that doesn't look ripped straight out of a' YA paranormal
romance?

Nixon, the ravishing hero, is an asshole, end of story. He humiliatesthe heroine, Trace, in public, sexually
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harasses her and commands her to eat and sit. Hey there, Christian/Edward/Xavier! Long time no see!

Like Katy Perry sings, he's hot and he's cold! He's yes and he's no! Nixon shoves Trace up against an
elevator wall when he fedlslike it and then leaves her hanging. He breaks up with her too cause it's for her
own good. Hmm, where have | heard that before?

Exhibit B: the stupid heroine who fallsfor thejerk anyway.

I'll get this out of the way first—Traceisan idiot. Not in an endearing way, but in a too-stupid-to-live
way. The Elite have been mean to her from day one and when one of them offers her adrink at a party,
promising he didn't drug it, she fucking drinksit. Then she goes woozy and the guy carries her off as part of
his grand scheme. I'm trying really hard not to victim-blame here, but Jesus-fucking-Christ, grow some brain
cells! It'srule one of the Child Commandments: don't fucking take candy from strangers.

Also, rape culture:

RULE #8: Women should always accept and trust the kindness of strangersif they offer help.
That's for the above.

And this:

"1'd like to see someone mug me with him around.”

RULE #4. When in trouble, it is best to defer to the protection and judgment of men.
Other than Nixon, Chase, the friend-zoned guy (I'll get to him further along), protects Trace. Cause you
know, us girls can't defend ourselves.

I'm not going to go into the implications of rape culture here because this review would be amile long if |
did. Just keep those troubling signsin mind if you plan on reading Elite.

Right, back to our tstl heroine. After all that verbal abuse, getting drugged and egged, sherefusesto
leave Eagle Elite. | know she wants to make her Paw Paw proud or whatnot, but nothing is worth this. I'm
sure her grandfather wouldn't want his beloved granddaughter to take this shit either. There's abig difference
between bravery and plain old dumb. If you charge an armed army on your own with only atwig for
protection, that's stupid, simple.

Traceisyour typical YA blushing-bride heroine, flushing every other minute and becoming
breathless.
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"Breathe. | just needed to breathe.”

"A million different sensations ran through my body in that moment. It was nearly impossible
to breathe."

"Was it possible for someone's head to heat up so much, it fell off their body?"
"Shivers ran up and down my arms at his absence.

Nixon released me and immediately, | felt so cold | shivered."

Somebody get the girl a sweater before she catches pneumonia.

Trace acts like this before Nixon 'reforms’. The second he does, sheimmediately fallsinto hisarms,
regardless of the shit he put her through before.

| actually like the bad-boy-with-a-heart-of-gold plotline. But if the guy treated the girl as horribly as he did
Tracein the beginning, he has alot of grovelling to do before | buy his transformation. And the girl needsto
have some self-respect.

Since this book rips off so many mangas, I'm going to use to show you exactly how it should've went down.
Moe Karel!, Vol. 01, one of my favorite mangain the world, has asimilar premise. It's about a girl, Hikaru,
who's torn between two brothers. Extremely cheesy, | know, but that's not the point. One of the brothers,
Arata, is very much like Nixon at the start. He's awomanizing bad boy and a complete jerk to Hikaru in the
beginning. He steals her first kiss, sabotages Hikaru's relationship with the guy she likes, and insults her.
Further in the story, he fallsin love with her and wants her to be his girlfriend.

Unlike Trace, Hikaru doesn't fall into Arata's arms straight away. She distrusts him and with good reason,
considering how mean he was to her in the past. Faced with this conundrum, Arata doesn't randomly shove
Hikaru against an elevator wall and feel her up like Nixon. He takes action to redeem himself in Hikaru's
eyes. He wakes up early to cook her meals, he comforts her when she cries, and even watches lame movies
with her just cause she likes them. It takes an entire month for Hikaru to reform her initial impression
of Arata and become hisgirlfriend.

FY1, that's longer than Nixon and Trace have known each other.

That iswhat Nixon should have done and how Trace should have reacted. Not go all weak-kneed like a
newborn gazelle. Even Obsidian does a better job with the bad-boy-reformed trope than Elite does.

Traceisa Bella/Anastasia clone too. Remember how Bellaloves saying "Holy crow"? Well, looky here:

"Holy superman.”
"Holy crap."
"Holy hell."

"Holy football team."
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Nice seeing you again, Bells. Now get out of my review space.
Exhibit C: Sut-shaming.
We've been seeing less and less of thisin YA books lately, which is great. Y et the first NA book | pick up,
I'm hit with this:
"Girls who looked more like my Barbie than a real person openly stared at me"

"If it was anything like the dress she was wearing now, then | was going to be put in prison for
prostituting myself.”

"Finally, she chose a purple dress with a plunging front and back. Only it was covered with
some sheer material so technically it could not be defined as slutty.

| did say technically."

"She was ridiculously beautiful, making my mind immediately transport to every single book I'd
read in the past year that warned me against girls who looked like her."

Tell me, Trace, what book did you read? Stereotypes 1017 Just because someone's beautiful doesn't mean
they like to get drunk and go bar-hopping.

Exhibit D: a half-hearted lovetriangle for shitsand giggles.

"I truly loved Nixon, but Chase...well, Chase had been my best friend for the past few weeks
when Nixon was off fighting Phoenix and the evil of his family."

It's your standard love triangle: a choice between the nice guy and dangerous dude. When Edward Nixon
breaks Trace's heart, Chase is there to pick up the pieces. Same old, same old.

By the way, one of the awesome things about Moe Kare is that the girl goes with the friend-zoned guy in the
end. The one who was there for her after the other shattered her heart. Team Arata, bitches.

Slightly irrelevant Exhibit E: Glamorizing of danger ous boys and dragging Taylor Swift into their
shit.

"Fine, it'sjust, Nixon reminds me of that Taylor Swift song, Trouble? You guys heard it?" |
laughed as they all shook their heads. "Yeah, well, if | didn't know any better 1'd think Nixon
dated her, dumped her and she wrote a song about it."
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First, the song nameis"l Knew You Were Troubl€e". Get your fucking facts straight. Second, the songisa
war ning. She's not telling you to date him. She'stelling you run as far away from the guy as you can because
you'll end up shamed and alone.

Still don't believe me? In Taylor's album, the track before "l Knew Y ou Were Trouble" is"Treacherous', a
song about the attraction of dangerous love.

CHORUS

This dope istreacherous
This path isreckless
Thisslopeistreacherous
Andl, I, I likeit

Two headlights shine through the sleepless night
And | will get you, and get you alone

Your name has echoed through my mind

And | just think you should, think you should know
That nothing safe is worth the drive and | would
Follow you, follow you home...

I'll follow you, follow you home...

Right after this ballad, we get the dubstep-ridden chords of "I Knew Y ou Were Trouble" with Taylor
singing:

| knew you were trouble when you walked in
So shame on me now

Flew me to places |'d never been

"Til you put me down, oh

| knew you wer e trouble when you walked in
So shame on me now

Flew me to places I'd never been

Now |'m lying on the cold hard ground
Oh, oh, trouble, trouble, trouble

Oh, oh, trouble, trouble, trouble

A coincidence that the numbing consequences of bad decisions described by "I Knew Y ou Were Trouble"
comes right after the aluring seduction of risky love in "Treacherous'? | think not. Taylor put the two
together for areason. "1 Knew Y ou Were Trouble" isthe aftermath of that kind of delusional love, and girls
should GTFO before it screws them up. But Trace doesn't and gets her fucking HEA anyway. Way to
educate the public.

To conclude, avery disappointing introduction to the New Adult genre. If you know of any good ones,
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please rec them to me. This genre needs to be redeemed in my eyes.

ARC provided by Netgalley.

Lindsay says

OMG! This book was

| can't even begin to describe how much | loved it!

| saw this book afew weeks ago on Amazon and fell in love with the cover. Then | read the description. |
was hooked. | was dying to read it. But...l couldn’t. | had aplan...abook plan. | had it planned out (through
buddy reads) what | was going to read. So | put this off. But it wasn’t far from my mind. | thought about it
daily. Then, | finished a book that was mentally exhausting. | could feel a book funk coming on. As| was
flipping through the pages of books on my kindle, | saw “Elite by Rachel Van Dyken” and decided to give it
atry. From the first word, | was hooked.

Lol. I didn’t know whether | was supposed to love or hate Nixon and Chase when they were first introduced.
| hated them for how they treated Trace but | was also intrigued. They made the book so much fun! (And it
doesn't hurt that they're both hotties! ;) ) | honestly didn’t know who | liked more. And just when | thought |
had it figured out, things would change on me.

| felt so bad for Trace. She was treated horribly by the other students at the schooal. | did like Monroe, she
was agood friend. But part of me wishes we saw more of her. Poor Trace, she was completely in the dark.
Everyone was keeping secrets from her. But | enjoyed her as a heroine.

This book had me laughing, had my heart racing and even breaking with the events that occurred. | couldn’t
think of a better book to read. Thiswas perfect. | have to say, the author did an amazing job. | can’t wait for

more books from this series and I'll be buying up al her existing books as soon as this review is posted. She
has a new fan and she is a new auto-buy author for me.

If I could, | would give this book more than 5 stars. One last thought: If you haven't read this yet, go read it.
It'sagreat book that will keep you hooked.
My Nixon:

My Chase:

My reviews can aso be found on Confessions of 2 Book Lovers.
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Rooks says

Ok, here's the thing - this book was candy. Maoderately tasty candy, more than alittle improbable candy, but
you know, sometimes you just want candy. | fed likeit's more of a 2.5 - while the plotting pushes me
towards a 2, the fact that | read it in one sitting pushes me towards a 3. After typing everything out, I'm
giving it the 2, mostly because if someone walked up to me and asked me what | thought of this book, |
would say, "It was ok." Those are the exact words that would leave my lips. It was rather readable, but many
cavests, etc.

Like what, you ask? OK!

Theinitia premise of Elite is basically awholesale ripoff of Boys Over Flowers (a manga/tv show from
Japan/South Korea). It doesn't stay straight unoriginal, BUT STILL.*

It just bothers me, ok?

Right, so like | was saying, Elite begins as a BoF knockoff, but instead of an elite (heh) high school cum
college, it'sjust acollege. (An American college where they make you wear uniformsto class?
Okaaaaaaaay.) Many of theinitia plot points are near carbon copies - the main heroine winning the
proverbial (or in this case, literal) lottery and becoming the token outsider kid in aworld of richy-rich
douchebaggery al for the sake of the untold opportunity said college provides, her getting hazed via egging
and thereby having her one super-fancy uniform ruined, the initial acrimonious run-ins with a clique of four
super hot dudes born to immense privilege wherein the hottest one is both the leader and the biggest asshole
of them all (at first), the bonding with the super-nice model (or hot enough to be a model) lady affiliated with
that clique, blahblahblah. It's westernized and eventually mobbed up, but yeah, it's the same.

This, but with Sicilian-Americans.

That mobbed up bit iswhere it getsinteresting, and also problematic. I'm honestly not sure why it took Trace
so long to figure out the mob thing. Seriously. Despite the fact that she seems reasonably intelligent, |
wanted to buy this girl a clue on more than one occasion. (Since this book is actually on a goodreads list for
mob stories, | don't consider this a spoiler.) Also, when prompted, Trace can find her spine, but (full
disclosure) | tend to prefer protagonists who can be even modestly badass without being pushed to it.

| really don't believe you, like at all.

Also, there are things that sort of don't make sense, like who is pissed at who is sort of evident, but the
rationale behind the obvious why is a bit of a headscratcher, which is a problem because all of this Cosa
Nostradramaisinforming the actions of the charactersin ways that also sometimes don't make sense.

Taking this a step further, in the context of the main character being a bit milquetoasty, then, the end makes
sense. Sort of. In the context of this being a mob book, the end REALLY DOES NOT MAKE SENSE. NOT
EVEN A LITTLE BIT. The cliffhanger ending has an incredibly simple solution, but in order for it to
actually be a cliffhanger, it looks like no one's gonna go ahead and handle their business accordingly. (Sorry
to be al oblique, but I'm trying to keep it entirely spoiler free.) As| was reading this book, | couldn't help but
think, "Umm, Michael Corleone would SCHOOL THESE BITCHES." Because he would. He redlly, redly
would. For reasies.
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I'm sorry, what was | saying?

And yes, of course | was more than alittle annoyed by the whole "girls need rescuing" thing at the end.
(Actual Quote: "Stupid girls. We always need rescuing.”) | think it was supposed to be cute or something,
but c'mon now.

Props for being explicit with it, | guess?
What elseisthere to say?* Shit is bothersome. Finis.

But no, not finis, because | can't finish talking about this - and thisis away longer review than | intended -
without discussion of the love "triangle". SIGH.

Upon discovering most love triangles.

Why the scare quotes? Because it is SO. DAMN. FORCED. | know love triangles are the thing to do, or
whatever, but | feel like Trace and Nixon have enough interesting potential problems (like the fact that
dude's name is Nixon - can you imagine yelling that out in bed?) with their relationship and with the world at
large to not need a monkey wrench that even the author describes as a poor man's version of the male Lurv
Interest. We all already know who The Oneis, so let's not kid ourselves. If | never read another love triangle
simply for the sake of having alovetriangle, it will be too soon.

After reading most love triangles.

But yeah, other than all of that, candy-ish? | guess? I'll probably read the next oneif | stumble acrossiit, and
it was interesting enough for me to check out some of this author's other work - she writes a good make out
scene - but not enough to make my autoyes list by any means.

* At this juncture, you may be asking yourself, what the hell kind of random, grown-up USAmerican would
randomly know enough about a teenage Korean TV show that aired for three months four years ago to know
that this book is copying off of that show's test page? And so | answer, someone who watches A LOT of
Netflix and then follows her late night viewing down the rabbit hole of the Internet via the gateway drug that
is Wikipedia. Seriously, go watch the first episode on Netflix - never fear, it's subtitled - and tell me the
premise is not the same; this review will be here when you get back.

There's always time for research!

** Patriarchy, etc.

Ivie 0Born to Magic-Forced to Muggle] says

By chapter two i knew i would hate this book, by chapter five i wanted to throw my reader against the wall.
This story was so over the top it might as well been pulled out the authors ass then written.

Thisisarevised version of my original review. | just had to come back to it, it was bugging me THAT
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MUCH.

My original review was arant of just afew key points of the novel that | had issues with. But now afew days
and conversations later | am ready to properly explain why | hated this book so much.

| would usually start at the beginning and work my way on but there is one paragraph that | would liketo
quote.

“ Chase shrugged. “ He' s not just in charge of the key cards, he's student body president. He makes sure that
access islimited for each student. Take for example, a kid from North Korea going to school here. You think
they're going to get along with a South Korean? Or better yet, some ritzy American kid?”

“Um... no?”

Everyone laughed.

Phoenix shook his head. “ That’'s a hell no, New Girl.”

Well done van Dyken...

Now for those of you that haven't yet read this book this paragraph refersto Nixon, our leading man in the
novel. Heis a student that is student body president and somehow manages to teach aclassaswell. That is
nothing to get worked up about, but however the fact that he isin charge of all of the administration, gets to
decide who lives where, who eats when and how much is. Another example : “ He reached into his pocket
and pulled out a blue key card and dangled it in front of me. “ Say thank you.”

“For what?” | would not cry. | would not cry!

“ Allowing you to eat, of course.”

“What?"

“1"m not finished talking,” he said smoothly. “ This key card gains you access into the elevator only once a
week. It also gains you access into the cafeteria, twice a day. Not three times. We don’t want you gaining
weight. Use it wisely and if you impress me with your ability to follow directions. | may just up your freedom.
Until then...” He shrugged and cleared histhroat. “ Move aside.”

| shall return to Nixon shortly right after the Korea disaster. Now thisis a school right? And in this school
you might find children that are the sons and daughters of diplomats and politicians but that isjust it. They
are, and to quote van Dyken herself -K1DS!!!! Van Dyken angled to prove just how exclusive this placeis
by adding bits of real life toit, with absolutely no research what so ever. But just in case | wasn't
overreacting because of fictional characters| decided to ask for the opinion of my very real, very South
Korean colleague. After theinitia 'the b*tch said what? 100k, she greeted that particular nugget with two
middle fingers raised and a bunch of profanities| chose not to repeat. Long story short, that paragraph made
as much sense as saying you can't have a Catholic in the same room as aMusdlim. | bet she got the idea
watching the evening news one night when North Korea was mentioned. The author wanted to imprint the
exclusivity and the importance of her characters but had not thought of how to achieve it that she shot off the
first thing that came to mind, and not even bothering to think on how little sense it all made. If she did, she
would realise just how unbelievable ranting about some random kid making school cafeteria seating schedule
for the benefit of all mankind and world peace redlly is, or how offensive it would be to label people based
on their nationalities alone. That last one by the way......isabig NO-NO.

Now the rest of it...Jesus, where even to begin?
Letsjust stick to Trace and Nixon.

Trace, as the author wants us to believe is an innocent as flowers little farm girl. So innocent that she refers
to hair curlersas“ weird rod thingy” . | would even believe it if she wouldn't refer to the guysin the next
chapter as GQ models or “ having nothing on Tommy Hilfiger” . So she knows about models and fashion, but
has never heard of hair curlers? Right, another believable and thought- trough moment there. Secondly she
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gets nothing but abuse but she never has any real emotions involved. Her emotional responseis about a
sentence long. She gets drugged with a date rape drug and dumped in some random guys bed and she just
gets up and gets on with her day? Huh?

That is not cool. That is hot how any woman on this planet would feel and most certainly that is NOT OK!
Sheisnot anaive little farm girl-she is a moron.

Nixon isthe biggest fail in this book. With him the author went for all or nothing and would up with a smelly
carcass achieved by an overkill of her vivid imagination. He looks and acts like a GOD, he speaksten
languages, he is single-handedly responsible for the peace between the kids in school therefore in the world
by his very politically correct lunch seating arranging skills. He is student body president and a teacher. |
mean Superman move the phuck over, we got Nixon in the house.His real traits however are as sad as can be.
Heis self obsessed and an abusive asshole.

This book is adisaster. The author gave it an honest try but failed in every aspect that counts. She did no
research whatsoever and it shows. If it's not a cliché upon a cliché then its absolute and utter nonsense. The
conversation between the characters was so immature, the alleged humor was so childish and forced it was
like reading akid's first attempt at writing an essay. Why did i still go trough it? Let's just say that this
particular novel was like a bizarre accident, you know what your eyes are seeing is horrific but you just
cannot seem to be able to ook away.

There are more things about this book that just don't add up but it's just not worth the mentioning. Suffice to
say that the sheer amount of idiocies in these pages are enough to make the experience of reading them
painful. They flow trough your mind like salted sandpaper on a burn.

Congrats van Dyken, you just made to the top of my | won't read that sh*t list.

What awaste of money thiswas. | could have had my fave coffee at Starbucksinstead.... damn

Joana says

Ok, wheredo | start?

This book turned out not | was expecting at al and not in a good way!

| do love when an author tries to think outside the box and gives us a fresh take in what could have been the
same old formula.

So Trace won a scholarship for the most exclusive college in the world, the college where the kids from the
most influential and powerful peoplein the world go to aka Eagle Elite College.
So to Trace, afarm girl, to win the scholarship, it was like to win the lottery...

Only to discovered a new world, where the Elects rule the all school and you must follow their biding or
suffer the consequences...

Now what did bother mein this story?
Many things actually!

First one, aimost half all the book | had this dejavu fedling...there were LOADS of similarities between this
story and Korean drama | watches years ago, Boys Befor e Flower s, that was based on the japanese manga
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Hana Y ori Dango.

| felt that Elite was like an american version of it, the 4 gorgeous and handsome Elect that rule the college,
rang a bell form my old friends F4.

The wining a scholarship, the bullying, to the leader falling in love with the poor girl...and of course rescuing
her from all the other students trowing her eggs and so on.

Then why, if i did enjoyed the drama | didn't liked it in this story?
Well, basically because regarding a drama (especialy one based in a manga) we have to expect some over
the top scenes or story lines or even ridiculous ones. To read it in a new adult story, not so much!

***Spoilers***

What did bother me, was that this was a college setting, ages 18 to over...and it appeared like some High
School for me. And still wearing uniforms, really?

Now, he are introduce to awhole Mafia story line.

Nixon is the ultimate Boss and also the leader of the Elect. So basically he runs the school...Am | to believe
that someone that have to run all the business in the familiais wasting time at college to rule the school? | do
get it wasin his plan to undercover some truths but still...

I didn't connected with the characters and | didn't felt most of the romance. Plus the whole revelation | loved
you since | was 9 years old, not realistic :( Close friends or someone you would always trust? Sure! But the
love of your life hmmmmm....

The more | think about this story, the more frustrated | get... There were some scenes that | enjoyed but when
| expected to get better it didn't.

To sum it up, in my opinion, this story was just al over the place...and it was just infuriating that nearly by
the end of the story, trowing alove triangle like that, REALLY? REALLY?

Anyway, thiswas just not the book for me :(

***egalley kindly provided via Netgalley in exchange of an honest review ***

NiCoLeTakE. says

Thisbook was surprisingly good...

| was hooked from thefirst moment...
Yeah! It was alittle bit confusing in the beginning but that confusion had its charming!!!

And most of all i was confused from the way that this college was working and more of all i was confused
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and irritated from the people attitudes... especially the attitude of the Elects...
Oh, God!!! They were such assholes, but gorgeous assholes!!!

But let me take the things from the beginning....

Trace won a scholarship in the "Eagle elite”, and that was such an honor because in that college they went
only powerfull people and she was just afarm girl who was leaving with her grandfather....

But when she arrived in the school, nothing was asit should be.

The first people that she met were calling themselves the Elect and they were having an awful attitude
toward her... They even warned her with some awful rules about them...

Have they lost their minds??? Who did they thing they were???

As she will discover later they were the elite of the school and they were ruling the body student...
Everything they were saying was arule and Trace tried to resist them!!!

Such assholes!!! Such gorgeous assholes, because they were al of them perfectly made from the God!!!

That was my reaction and Trace's also!!! How was even possible they can act like that???

And not only that but they could control everything.... The elevators, the food... Everything!!

And al the other students seemed oddly hostile toward her, but the good thing was that they stay away from
her...

The only thing that saved her day was her lovely roommate, Monroe. But for atwist of luck, she was the
sister of the chief asshole, Nixon!!!

The most powerfull and handsome man in this schooal...

And the worst of them all!!! The most dangerous of them all!!!

Why??? Because he was the one that scared the hell out of her and at the same time he was the one that she
was drown to...

Asfor the rules???? She didn't follow them and she paid the prize...

Nixon insisted to stick by them but she couldn't accept them...

He wasinsist that these rules will protect her, but she didn't believe him...

So, he left her alone to prove his point and everybody turned against her...

Oh, god!! It was awful!l! All the students turned to a bunch of bullies and the only victim was Trace.

| felt so pity for her that moment... Her fear and her embarassment made my heart ache...
And for all that awful things, in her mind she accused Nixon...

Him and his Elect who acted like they were step out from a mafia movie...

Where they???

But Nixon wasn't who she think he was, and neither she...

She was more than she thought she were and she was having every right to be there...

Her past were hidden so good and the secrets that they've been kept from her was too many and too
powerfull...

The evil lurked in the dark and what will happen when everybody discover her true identity ????

I know!!! Y ou think that all of the above was clear, but believe me when i'm saying that in the 65% of the
book i was full of questions and my mind was a minute away to become crazy!!!

Who wer e those guys??? And why were acting like that???

Why Nixon was above them all???

Why Nixon didn't want to touch him, but he was touching her ???

What her grandfather was hiding???
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Why she couldn't remember a thing before the age of the six???

And what was that glimpses that she was having from time to time????
How she knew a language that she never learn????

And much, much more questions that drove me nuts!!!

Y eah, these assholes were cruel and dominating, but we discovered that they were having a softer spot and
then they became more playfull and sooo... charming that you couldn't resist them!!!

Especially to Nixon and Chase....

But Phoenix, that son of abitch, i wanted to kill them!!! Ahhhhhhhhhhh!!!

| can't wait to find out what will happen in the next books...

I'm so anxious to learn everything for everybody!!!

| liked these assholes so much!!!! Especially Nixon....
(Hehasalipring and heis cover with tattoos!!! So SE.X.Y.!I!!)

Heather K (dentist in my sparetime) says

| can't read thisbook any more... please don't make me. My brain hurtsfrom reading just 24%...
hurts so much...

| honestly thought that this was a joke book. A mockumentary if you will. It made no sense from the get go,
and the dial ogue was something maybe a five year old would write.

I'll give you a brief rundown of the plot before | purge this book from my memory. A country girl (Trace)
wins anational lottery to go to an elite private school where celebrities and dignitary kids are enrolled. For
some reason that makes absolutely no sense, as soon as she gets to campus she is mocked and greeted with
hostility the likes of | have never witnessed inreal life.

"We are untouchable. If you as much as sneeze in our direction, if you as much breathe the same air in my
atmosphere, | will make our life hell."

Dude. Dramatic much??

The big bad mean boys don't just stop there. Apparently they also have access to Trace's key card to get her
into all of the rooms and elevators on campus. They tell her that they are going to limit her food and
freedom... just because... (what???). Does Trace get mad or ask them what crawled up their butts? No. She
just cowers and pities herself and doesn't even consider getting out of this hellhole! However, of course, the
head meanie (Nixon) is also apparently smoking hot and irresistible to our hapless heroine.

His eyeswere a crystal blue, like the fires of hell had frozen over and the ice staring back at me was the
result of orange flames dying slowly.

What. The. F. | tried to read that sentence three times before | gave up.

His entire face was symmetrically perfect. Asif some famous supermodel and actor decided they should
create a love child and programmed perfection in a computer.
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| don't even want to guess what the book is actually about. | don't care. | just can't believe | read another 20%
after that point. | deserve amedal.

**Copy provided by the publisher in exchange for an honest review**

Shannon Moor e says

This. Was. Awesome. Picked it up around 9pm last night, didn't put it down or go to sleep until | finished. |
couldn't! The heroine might be abit of an airhead at times but other than that, thisis addictive, intense,
angsty and has so much goodness to suck you in.

| need to start Elect NOW! Thankfully | already have a copy on my shelf. | feel like thisisgoingto bea
serious, series binge read.

? Sammy ?7? says

Elite was my first novel by Rachel Van Dyken. Having heard so many wonderful things about her Ruin
series and being intrigued by the blurb, | decided to jump into this book relatively blind. Asawhole, | realy
enjoyed the story but unfortunately there were aspects of this book that left me with mixed feglings.

What | Liked:

| had a hard time putting this book down =) The plot kept me engaged and | was really intrigued by all the
mystery surrounding the university and its students. | wanted to know what was really going on with the
school and why the students, especially Nixon, were so secretive and acted so horribly to Trace.

Traceis acharacter that | had an easy time relating too. Like her, | would have been intimidated moving
from asmall farm in Wyoming and starting college at an €lite, ivy league school like Eagle Elite University.
| really respected Tracey's strength of character. | mean, the snobs at the university treated her like garbage
and did everything in their power to make Trace believe that she didn't belong but she wouldn't let them
break her. She stayed focused on school, refused to be pushed around, and even responded to everyone's
hostility with witty comebacks and sarcasm.

What | Struggled With:

When all the answers to my questions were finally revealed, | was little disappointed. Nixon's reasoning
never justified his behavior and | still don't completely understand why he had to be such an asshole to
Trace.

This brings me to the next aspect of the story that | struggled with: Nixon's character. Don't get me wrong, |
love my fair share of literary bad boys but | almost found Nixon's behavior non-redeemable. My feelings for
him might have been different had his justification made more sense to me.

Thelast thing that | had an issue with involved the story's structure. The way everything was reveaed in the
end, combined with all of the action, | felt like the ending was a bit rushed. If all the secrets had came out a
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little earlier in the story, it would have given me more time to digest the information and would have
decreased the level of frustration | felt throughout most of the book.

Final Thoughts:

Elite by Rachel Van Dyken was definitely a page turner for me. | was hooked by the intrigue, the secrets, a
strong heroine, and forbidden romance between Trace and Nixon. | will be continuing the series because,
even though | had some mixed feelings, | was still thinking about this book and these characters days after |
finished reading and | really want to see how everything works out in the end.

ARC courtesy of the publisher, Forever (Grand Central Publishing), via Netgalley in exchange for an honest
review

Sabrina says

3.5 Stars

| stupidly thought that this series was set in a High School, and that's why | always passed over it, but after
hearing so many people praiseit | just had to read it. And quickly realized that | waswrong and it'ssetin a
very elite College, and that thiswasnot aYA.

This book was honestly unlike any other that I've read, and | loved that it could give me something new to
me and unique within the genre that | love. After reading as much as| do and for aslong as | have, it's hard
to find books that have a completely new plot that I've never heard of before. So if you're looking for
something out-there and so crazy that you'll loveit, hereit is!

The characters were interesting, alittle annoying at times, but kept me captivated within their world. From
the second | opened the book | had the need to know everything that was going on in this school and why
Nixon acted the way he did. | really liked that | got so involved with the story and that it took over my life
for my full day.

Overall, I'm seriously kicking myself for not reading reading this book sooner and | am not going to make
the same mistake and wait too long to read the rest of the series. | did have a few issues with the heroine and
| didn't like her that much, but it didn't make me hate the book. | would definitely recommend this book!

Jacqueline's Reads says

5 Stars

| had no ideawhat Elite was about, | just knew it was a Dyken book and figured, light and fuffy? Well, it
was so MUCH MORE!

It was adorable
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It wasintriguing

It was gripping

It was action pack

It was intense!

| LOVEDITIN

Tracey got a scholarship into avery prestigious college. It’ s not your typical college, they wear uniforms,
there' s a class system with key cards and cliques. | actually just watched a Korean Drama that had a similar
story line and | loved it, so Elite was a home-run for me too.

Since Tracey is on scholarship, she'skind of the odd duck out. Nixon is the head man on campus, everyone
respects him and he kind of rules the school. For some reason, Nixon gives Tracy a hard time and she
doesn’t know why.

How adorable is the story line? Damsel in distress, Hero picking on the Heroine and Heroine just going
through the emotions... yes please! | simply devour plots like these. The book was good from start to finish.
The beginning was hilarious! Nixon did pretty mean things to Tracy and the things that were done to Tracy
were just down right horrible, but in afunny good way. Who doesn’'t want to read about a mob throwing
eggs at the Heroine?

Of course there’ s areason for everything and when you find out, the book only becomes more entertaining.
Plot twist like these hold a place in my heart, | really do enjoy them. To meit’s like stepping into another
world and | can just become a part of it. Let’sjust say, Nixon is very mysterious and dangerous.

| was never bored, | was never frustrated and | was entrained throughout. Y ou want to know if thereisalove
triangle? Kind of ... not really. There' s always the Hero’ s best friend right? Chaseisin the picture, but it's
really asmall glimmer (something | can handle).

Isthere acliffy? Not really, closed one. Will | go to book 2? HECK Y EAH!

| even love the cover, athough it didn’t really tie in with the story, but the models were much better than the
original.

The down side of the book... realistic? No. Do | care? Hell no! Give me fantasy, thank you very much!
It'sagreat book and Dyken is amaze balls.

An ARC was provided in exchange for an honest review

Jessica-[IChatterbooks Book Blogll says

Thisismy first Rachel Van Dyken read, and | know now that | need more of her in my life. For some reason,
| thought Elite was some kind of military, political, or law enforcement type romance. | was very wrong lol,
and I'm so glad! Thiswas exactly what | needed last night when | picked it up.
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Weasit realistic? No...not at al.

Isthe love triangle necessary? No.

Do | care? Nope!

| had so much fun reading it, and that's really al | wanted. It's super entertaining, well paced, and | enjoyed
thewriting style. | literally did not put it down until | finished. The only thing remotely negative | have to
say isthat | wish it had alittle more steam, but overall, that's atiny complaint.

I winged thisreview, so | apologizeif it's not the most cohesive or informative one you've ever read. |
wanted to |eave something though, because this book has mixed reviews amongst my goodreads friends.

Hopefully, it will be helpful to someone in some way.

Rachel Van Dyken definitely has my attention, and | can't wait to read more from her in the future. The Elite
seriesjust made it on my seriesto read in 2018 list. Elect here | come!

Christine Wallflower & Dark Romance Junkie says

3 Elite Stars

" Maybe the world isn't as shiny and fun as you once thought. People are mean. Humanity isa cruel joke,
Trace. I'mjust trying to prevent them from getting the last laugh."

Let me explain

Every year Eagle Elite College, has alottery. The winner gets an all expenses paid education at the college,
this year the winner is, Trace Rooks. Thisis her opportunity to make her grandparents proud, by going to
Eagle Elite College she'll be set for life, she'll get the best job with the best salary. She's pretty excited until
she gets to the school and isimmediately knocked down a peg by a"group” called the Elite. They basically
run the school, Nixon is the leader and what he says goes. If she doesn't conform, she suffers.

There are rulesto follow:

1. Do not touch The Elect.

2. Donot look at The Elect.
3. Do not speak to The Elect.

*rolls eyes*

What did | think of this book?

If you know me well, you'll know that | love outrageous plots with equally outrageous characters. Elite by
Rachel Van Dyken only had one of these coveted points, | could have given this book five stars, | really
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would have. Why didn't I? Elite, had an unbelievable plot, that does not bother me. | found it all quite
exciting. At first | wasn't really impressed with the characters, but hey | had time so | read on. And
everything was going all hunky dory, until | realised it wasn't happening, | didn't like Trace or Nixon.

Nixon, was aloof and cold, and Trace... Trace was just dumb. There | said it, I'm fine and it's over. | can't
begin to tell you at what point did Trace and Nixon decide they had feelings for each other. There was no
build up, all of a sudden they were reciting sonnets (okay not sonnets) to each other and | was like WTF.
Nixon's assholish behavior was far from cute and the fact that Trace never put up afight was disappointing.

And then there was the Taylor Swift reference. The worst thing you could do in abook is mention an actual
celebrity and then have said celebrity have afictional relationship with afictional character. | mean COME
ON! Taylor Swift wrote Trouble because of Nixon. Look | noit's abook, but please go fly aflippin’ kite!

| did like some parts of this book, | have this embarrassing thing I do. | love watching high school drama's
with clicks and the awkward nerdy girl falling for the hot jock. So | was definitely entertained in the aspect
although it wasn't exactly like that. Chase, is a side character that | loved, although | don't think he should be
with Trace. | probably like him more than | do, Nixon.

This book lacked structure. Things just happened randomly and then they were over, and | was like HUH? |
liked it when Nixon beat people up, | enjoyed it when they had to run from people shooting at them. | loved
the excitement and supposed danger. I'm not sure why I'm giving this athree but | need to read the next book
because | really need to know what happens next!

| couldn't figure him out.

| don't think he even had himself figured out.

He was like a giant puzze with broken and missing pieces.

And asmuch as| new | would regret it...I wason a hunt, for the missing and damaged ones. Every. Last.
One.
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