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Global warming has changed the world's geography and its politics. Wars are waged over water, and China
rules Europe, including the Scandinavian Union, which is occupied by the power state of New Qian. In this
far north place, seventeen-year-old Noria Kaitio is learning to become atea master like her father, a position
that holds great responsibility and great secrets. Tea masters alone know the location of hidden water
sources, including the natural spring that Noria's father tends, which once provided water for her whole
village.

But secrets do not stay hidden forever, and after her father's death the army starts watching their town-and
Noria. And as water becomes even scarcer, Noria must choose between safety and striking out, between
knowledge and kinship.

Imaginative and engaging, lyrical and poignant, Memory of Water is an indelible novel that portrays a future
that isall too possible.
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From Reader Review Memory of Water for online ebook

Jenny (Reading Envy) says

| read this because it was nominated one month for the Sword and Laser book club but lost to abook | had
aready read.

There are elements of this novel to like. The combination of Scandinavian and Chinese culture for the
society of New Qian was redlly the best part, especialy the section combining the northern lights with the

Chinese festivals. Beautiful! Magical!

The theme of water scarcity is frequent these days, although having ateamaster in each village/town/city
with the secrets of the water was a new twist.

| felt like much of the writing itself was repetitive, somehow separated from the true emotion of the story.
Evenin momentsthat | felt should have great despair, it felt like Noriawas floating through life. Strange.

Discussed on Episode 037 of the Reading Envy podcast.

Jim says

Itérantais a Finnish author, and as | understand it, she wrote the book in both Finnish and in English, and it’s
been published in both languages. Speaking as an author, let metell you, that’s pretty badass.

Here' s the publisher’s summary:

"In the far north of the Scandinavian Union, now occupied by the power state of New Qian, seventeen-year-
old NoriaKaitio studies to become atea master like her father. It is a position that holds great responsibility
and a dangerous secret. Tea masters alone know the location of hidden water sources, including the natural
spring that once provided water for her whole village. When Noria s father dies, the secret of the spring
reaches the new military commander ... and the power of the army is vast indeed. But the precious water
reserve is not the only forbidden knowledge Noria possesses, and resistance is afine line. Threatened with
imprisonment, and with her life at stake, Noria must make an excruciating, dangerous choice between
knowledge and freedom."

This book was at times powerful and beautiful and tragic and depressing and triumphant. There' s not a great
deal of action. The pace is almost leisurely at times, even as the tension ratchets every higher. Day by day
Noira goes about her business, watching helplessly as the military imprison and execute othersin the village
for water crimes. The waiting builds suspense and fear far more effectively than any series of graphic action
or violence would have. There's also the contrast between the horrors Noira witnesses and the beauty of
Itéranta’ s writing.

And then there’ s the worldbuilding. The book is set in a post-apocalyptic Finland. Rising sealevels and other
environmental catastrophes have eiminated most sources of fresh water and a serious, if uneven, regression
in technology. We never get the full details about what happened, because Noria— like most people —
doesn’'t know the truth. She knows only the stories she’ s been taught. But over the course of the book, she
uncovers bits and pieces...
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I’m sure that aspect of the book will come across as preachy to some, and there's certainly a message here
about waste and overconsumption and the environment. But given that we don’'t even know the full details of
what happened, it felt like a reasonable example of “If thisgoeson...” to me.

There' s also beauty here. The way Noria contemplates every detail of the tea ceremony, and the ideas and
philosophy behind it. | don’t know enough to say whether or not the author’ s description is accurate, only
that it was beautifully written. There' slove aswell. Noria s relationship with her friend Sanja, who works as
aplastic smith (digging up and repairing old plastic for the village) is a powerful source of conflict. While
they love one another, the secrets Noria guards and the struggles they both face just to survive would strain
any relationship.

Evie says

Check out my Pinterest Inspiration Board!

Filled with philosophical themes, existentialism and moments of pure beauty, Memory of Water is a highly
original, remarkably intelligent and infuriatingly teasing work of speculative fiction set in a dystopian world.

What we have here is a sad and hopeless world driven to the brink of extinction by its own inhabitants;
humans. The global warming caused all the ice to melt, overflowing the oceans. The earth is scorched, the
heat is almost unbearable, and the drinking water is almost impossible to get. Those who have accessto it,
hold all the power. The government is rationing the purified sea water, making sure people get only enough
to survive, and executing those desperate enough to dig illegal wells and water pipes.

Memory of a Water tells the story of tea master's daughter, Noria, as sheis charged with keeping alife-
changing secret. A secret of a hidden fresh water spring, guarded by generations of tea masters.

The setting, the customs and the unique Scandinavian atmosphere make this story feel exotic and fresh. The
characters - oddly calm and focused in times of such desperation and thirst - surprise the reader with their
coldly calculated decisions and peaceful acceptance of their fates. The plot line flows | azily like a stream of
arctic fresh water - it speeds up rarely, it offers very few twists and instead of smashing into adam, it flows
into the ocean, offering no definite ending or clear conclusion to the story. On top of al that, while this book
is supposedly written with teen readersin mind, | would not dare categorizeit as YA fiction. It's neighter YA
nor adult story, it's simply its own thing. Frankly, | don't believe readers who are used to reading fast-paced,
action-packed Y A blockbusters will find this book to their taste. It's on the slower, more contemplative side,
with no clearly marked boundaries and completely unconventional construction. | don't think | have ever
read anything quite like it, but | think fans of Japanese fiction (Haruki Murakami, Y ukio Mishima, Abe
Kobo) , or, say, Paolo Coelho and José Saramago, will have more luck with it. In other words, it's more of a
book for those who appreciate non-commercial, lyrical, meditative part-contemporary, part-SciFi cautionary
tales.

Reading Memory of Water was definitely an enriching experience for me. | was drawn to this bleak and yet
somehow beautiful world. The gentle and evocative style of the prose and the fascinating tradition of the tea
ceremony contrasted with the injustice, the cruelty and the suffering depicted in this story, made for a
fascinating read. | am very upset that there will be no sequel, for there are so many questions demanding to
be answered, it's amost maddening. And yet, in away, | understand why Itaranta decided to leave an open
ending and so many secrets left undiscovered. In the end, this story is like water itself, "it exists beyond all
beginnings and ends".
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David Holmes says

Thisisabook club read that | would probably never have heard of otherwise. It's a sort of post-apocalypse
dystopia, but not quite like any |'ve read before.

For the first 200 pages, | was enjoying it quite a bit. The setting had some serious plausibility issues, but |
was able to overlook them because | was engaged and curious about the world. Unfortunately in the latter
half of the book, some things happened that started to really annoy me.

| see that thisbook is labeled "young adult" by some. | don't read much Y A and it's never been clear to me
what exactly makes abook "Y A", but for the first half of the book | wasn't seeing it here. Now, I'm
beginning to think "Y A" actually means "young characters who act precisely as stupid as the plot requires of
them at any given time".

After the protagonists start making bad decisionsin order to carry the plot along, | lost my immersion in the
story. When that happened, the problems with plausibility that | had ignored up to that point started to seem
more and more ridiculous.

Thisis a3-star book that should have been a 4-star book.
Now, for the spoilery rant:

(view spoiler)

Finally, Noria says about her mother's books:

Many of them spoke of temperatures and seasons and weather, drowned land and oceans that had pushed
their shorelinesinland, and all of them spoke of water, but the books didn't always agree on everything. |
asked my mother once what this meant. She called herself a scientist. If scientists didn't agree with each
other, | asked, did this mean that nobody really knew? She thought about this for a while and then said that
there were different ways of knowing, and sometimes it was impossible to say which way was the most
reliable.
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What unscientific baloney.

There are many, many ways of believing, but there are actually very, very few ways of knowing, and
precisely one of them is science, and it ONLY way of knowing the things within its magisteria. Scientists
understand the difference between what they believe and what they know, and between what they know and
what they hypothesize, and between what they hypothesize and what they theorize, and they understand
varying degrees of certainty and degrees of probability. When two scientists disagree, it's not because they
have competing methods of knowing the truth; it's because they have competing imperfect approximations of
the truth. Either one or (almost always) both of them doesn't 1200% know, but that doesn't mean they 100%
don't know either. Scientists haveto live in the gray area between knowing and not knowing, but should
never wander into the realm of believing.

I'm not docking points for this paragraph, because it's not an important part of the book and | don't think the
things characters say should necessarily be considered views of the author. | think it's important to mention,
though, because thisis a book about global warming, and Noria's mother's answer will likely beread asa
commentary on science today. And it's nonsense.

Nicki says

In afuture of our world where the polar ice caps have melted, and the maps have been redrawn as nations
disappear under salt waves, potable water has become a scarce resource, and the citizens of the New Qian-
ruled Scandinavian Union thrive -- barely -- on desalinated water rationed by the government. The penalties
for water crimes are harsh; for concealing and tapping a fresh spring, they are deadly. Noria Kaitio’'s family
have guarded the spring for generations, and when Noriaturns 17, her father, the village tea master, brings
her into the secret of its maintenance as he prepares to inaugurate her as the next tea master.

Memory of Water isone of my favourite things: A novel in which the setting is, if not yet apocalyptic,
certainly trending that way, but the tale told is an intimate one. This is not about humanity’s grand escape
from the brink of annihilation. It’s about a young woman and her family and how they preserve civility ina
culture where it is constantly threatened by desperation. The secret of the spring and the decisions that have
to be taken to preserve it are important, but equally important is the role of tea master, of the elaborate rituals
preserving peace and politeness, of providing the luxury and companionship of the tea house. Thisisaworld
where every cup is precious, and the tea masters elevate the partaking of it into something precious as well.

We don't get to see alot of how thisworld came to be, because much of that story islost to the people living
init aswell, so the world beyond the village is painted in broad strokes. The fusion of Chinese and Finnish
culture, along with the preoccupation with water brought about by the times, would be fascinating to see
more of, but a more detailed approach might have cost the novel some of the ethereality which contrasts so
movingly with the desperation of the circumstances it describes. When it is showcased, though, it leadsto
such striking imagery as the Moonfeast and the Ocean-Dragons.

| didn’t find the message at al heavy-handed. It's obvious that you cannot write a novel about a water-
starved future without the consequences of global warming becoming starkly clear, but the author doesn’t
bang the drum, the tone being mournful rather than urgent. Thisis a future where the battleis lost, and the
people of that future give us about as much consideration as we' re giving them. Certainly compared to
novelslike The Windup Girl or Kim Stanley Robinson’s Capitol trilogy, the didacticism is light.

| found Noriamost interesting in her relationships with others. We're treated to alot of her inner self, but
internally | found her difficult to relate to until the end drew near, as she has an emotional distance that’s not
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unfitting. She's like one of those people who, even in the peak of health, seemsto be in the process of dying,
and whose life is primarily a sequence of letting go. In this, she' stheideal representative of the humanity of
her time. One of the reasons | really liked her friendship with Sanjais because Sanja seemed to spark
moments of life back into her, despite her own troubles, just by being present. At the Moonfeast, for a
moment, they get to lay aside this ruined world and just be girls, and it’s as beautiful as Ocean-Dragons.
Another isthe way they encompassed the realistic strain of afriendship involving poverty and comparative
wealth, which hereistheillicit wealth of water, but didn’t let it tear them apart even though the world around
them might.

Emmi Itéranta’ s prose alone makes the book atreat to read. It's delicate and sublime, and the whole work
feelslaced with sorrow. It' s all the more impressive that It&ranta wrote the manuscript in two languages --
she penned both the Finnish and English editions of the novel. That thisis aso her debut novel in both
languages makes it a stunning accomplishment.

Memory of Water has earned its place on my favourites shelf, and I’ll be awaiting the author’ s next work
with great interest.

Review from Bookette.net

rameau says

Imagine you're listening to the radio. A song comes up you' ve never heard before. Y ou don’t know the band,
but you like the quiet, melancholic melody. Y ou stop to listen and the more you do, the more you likeit.
Except, you' re waiting for the song to take flight. Y ou’ re waiting for something to happen, something to take
the song to the next level and surprise you. It never happens.

That's what happened to me with this book. | wanted to like it better than | did.

It&ranta writes beautifully, but her story also falters and stumbles on preachiness in the beginning. She uses
repetition and a book ending for this small story that—unfortunately—remains small. | didn’t feel like
Itéranta made the oppression and horrors of adry future awful and dejected enough to justify thelietold in
the epilogue. | didn’t fed like she’d earned it.

I mentioned the preachiness. It seems to be contagious. Every (other or third) Finnish book that | pick up
seems to somehow describe the horrors of natural disasters and a future we as a human race have
squandered. That’s fine message to be told, but | don’t appreciate being forced to swallow the utter
condemnation of men while turning the pages. After all, these are authors living in today’ s world relying on
peddling their wares to the very people burying their childrens' children in plastic tombsif these authors are
to be believed.

| love the fact that Finnish and Scandinavian authorsin general seem to trust their readers’ intelligence, but |
wish they trusted us a bit more. A refrain repeated endlessly is never as effective asa slow realisation

coming from within.

If you' ve read the book, you might think my review slightly contradictory, but it’s not. Part of it is criticising
the what and a part of it is criticising the how. In both, | was expecting more than | got.

Still, this novel fals on the side of “OK” rather than “bad but didn’t hate it” of my two star rating.
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Maryam says

it could be such abrilliant book, but unfortunately it wasn't. | enjoyed it though, actually | enjoyed the
writing, the era, the environment but the story has too many flaws, secrets, dark holes...

The story set in a dystopian world. Due to global warming all ices are melted and apparently contaminated.
Now military control remaining water resources and having any secret well or spring or water pipeisa
serious crime.

Noriais daughter of ateamaster in asmall village. Tea masters are watchers of water and normally the know
of hidden springs. Noriaistrained to be atea master herself and everything looks normal until a new military
commander set his foot for a Tea ceremony into their house and find the water too fresh to be coming from

pipes.

The writing in this book is so beautiful that you want to continue reading and it's such a waste that this good
idea, this good writing was weakened by details of the story.

lan Mond says

What's It About

The novel is set yearsinto the future where global warning and rising seas has seen the destruction of cities,
the takeover of Europe by China and the scarcity of fresh water.

NoriaKaitio islearning to become atea master like her father which comes with its own responsibilities.
One of which is knowledge of a hidden source of fresh water that used to supply the town but is now kept

secret from the military. But for how long...

It's worth noting that Memory of Water was originally published in Finland in 2012. Emmi Itarantatook on
the task of trandating her own novel for its English-language publication.

Should | Read 1t?

Y es. If the gorgeous writing doesn’'t pull you in, the compelling story will. Itaranta doesn’t shy away from
the moral conundrum Noria faces once she becomes responsible for the spring. Does she keep it secret —and
therefore keep it out of the clutches of the military — or does she reveal her secret, on possible pain of death,
to support avillage that is slowly dying from alack of purified and desalinated water? This choice, and
Noria's eventual decision provides the novel with areal sense of danger and tension.

And did | mention that the prose is beautiful ?

Representative Paragraph

Noria' sfather reveals a hidden spring of fresh water...
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"Water rushed from inside the rock in strings and threads and strands of shimmer, in enormous sheets that
shattered the surface of the pond at the bottom of the cave when they hit it. It twisted around the rocks and
curled in spirals and whirls around itself, and churned and danced and unravelled again. The surface
trembled under the force of the movement. A narrow stream flowed from the pond towards the shelf of stone
that the doorway we had come through was on, then disappeared into the ground under it. | could see
something that looked like a white stain on the rock wall above the surface of the water, and another lever in
the wall further away. My father urged me on, to the edge of the pond.

‘Try it,” hesaid. | dipped my fingersin the water and felt its strength. It moved against my hand like
breathing, like an animal, like another person’s skin. It was cold, far colder than anything | was used to. |
licked my fingers carefully, like | had been taught to do since | was very young: never drink water you
haven't tasted first. ‘It'sfresh,’” | said. Lantern light folded on his face when he smiled, and then, slowly, the
smileran dry."

Commentary

| want to make it clear from the outset that | really liked Memory of Water. The writing is beautiful and
NoriaKaitio is alikeable and well-rounded character. But | couldn’t help but wonder whether | was alowing
Itarantd’ s gorgeous, delicate prose to distract me from her hazy, nebulous world building. In particular, while
the scarcity of water is blamed on climate change and rising seas, it’s not entirely clear how humanity pulled
itself from the darkness that was the Twilight Century (the period that bridges the technological past with
this post apocalyptic present). There' s also no explanation as to how or why Chinatook over Europe or who
they’re currently fighting.

Thereisthe view that the true science fiction novel uses science to drive the narrative and not as window
dressing. Post Apocalyptic fiction often struggles with this because the focus is often on the fight for survival
rather than explaining how the world ended or more importantly finding a solution through science and
engineering. Famously, Cormac McCarthy doesn’t bother to describe what led to the near destruction of
humanity in his harrowing novel, The Road. As aresult McCarthy’s book is less science and more survival
fiction.

While Memory of Water has more science fictional flesh on the bone when compared to The Road, I’'m sure
there will be those who won't class it as an SF novel. Justin Landon, in his positive review of the book for
Tor.com, acknowledges this:

"... There'smore story to tell in Itdranta’ s world, both about the how and why. Without these things it
becomes less a science fiction than aliterary character study with some odd parameters. Could this have
been the story of agirl in desert culture, with no hints at our own imagined future? Most assuredly. Whether
that detracts from the novel is a question for each reader to answer. For me, Norid s journey was satisfying
and poignant. Emmi Itaranta’s novel recalls amemory of what’s important, not only to survive, but to
actualy live"

Like Landon, | was more than satisfied with the journey. But more than that, | don’t think Itaranta has been
skimpy with her world building due to alack of care or adifferent set of priorities. Rather, holding back on
explanations — how did China takeover Europe? What happened during the Twilight Century? — are afeature
of the novel, not a bug.

Asthe book iswritten in first person, we only know what Noria knows. Living in a secluded village coupled
with amilitary that’ s not keen on giving away secrets means that information about the past is hard to find.
And it’snot like Noriaisn't interested. Her father’s decision to train her as a tea-master and show Noriathe
secret of the spring means that she’ s more aware of the world around her, and with that awareness comes
curiosity and an unwillingness to accept the status quo.
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What' s brilliant, though, is how Itaranta tantalises Noria (and the reader) with the truth, with the possibility
of learning more, and then pullsit away. For example, Noria s mother is an academic and when the pressure
increases at home — the military encroaching on the property looking for a source of fresh water — she
decidesto take ajob in a University. Noriais offered the option to go with her mother or stay with her father
and continue her tea-master studies. In the end she forgoes the possibility of knowledge to maintain the
traditions set by her father and those that came before him.

It'saselfless act.

This selflessness is a recurring theme in the novel. When Noria and Sanja discover a CD in the plastic grave
detailing a secret, unsanctioned expedition into the Lost Landsto look for fresh water, both of them are
overwhelmed with the need to know more. When the opportunity arises, Noriais prepared to leave her
village, leave her responsibilities as the tea-master and protector of the spring and embark on ajourney of
discovery. And traditionally, we' d expect a character in this type of novel to venture forth, to spend multiple
books discovering the secrets of the Twilight Century. However, Noria s earlier decision to share water with
the rest of the village rather than watch them suffer means that ultimately her chance to explore, to add more
flesh to the bone, is taken away from her.

Thisnovel is not an example of where the author has scribbled the world building on the back of an
envelope. There's enough evidence within Memory of Water to indicate that Itaranta has a clear idea of what
brought about this particular apocalypse. But by holding back these details from Noria and the reader,
Itaranta provides us with a book that’ s less about the ongoing scarcity of water or the wars that Chinais
fighting and more about Noria s selfless attempts to keep her community and traditions alive. In the end
then, the beautiful prose and the fantastic character work is not a distraction but enhances the power of this
fantastic science fiction novel.

Ida says

Teemestarin kirjaon hieno, vakava romaani. Oloni on nyt jotenkin harras ja hiljainen. En tieda, mita
sanoisin, miten sanoisin.

Se on ainakin varmaa, etté ajattel en vettd useammin kuin aikaisemmin.

Lama Alkanaany says

P2 D000 7207070 70 707077077700 7777077700 7707777077700 7777770 2707770 7777 V0977077 77070 70777?
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Fizzycola says

Teemestarin kirja on aivan harvinainen esikoisteos.

Aidinkielen opettajani tapasi sanoa, etté "kaunis' on sana, jotaihminen saa kirjoituksissaan kayttaa
korkeintaan kymmenen kertaa elamassaan. Taman kirjan kohdalla minun on pakko kéyttda yksi kiintiostani.
Kirjaon yksinkertaisesti uskomattoman kaunis. Itdrannan kieli on vedenkirkasta ja kuulasta, tarinaa
kuljetetaan taitavasti kohti véistaméatonta loppua. Kirjan maailmaon liséksi erilaisuudestaan huolimatta
todenmakuinen ja sen henkil 6t moniulotteisiaja aidon tuntuisia. Voiko sen enempéa vaatia esikoi steokselta?

Teemestarin kirjaon dystopia, joka tekee |ukijaansa |éhtemattéman vaikutuksen. Lukekaa, hyvét ihmiset!

Vilja/ Kirjaneito says

Viimeinkin tdmé& on luettu. Varmaan vuoden verran olen yrittanyt saada aikaiseksi, mutta parempi myohaan
kuin ei milloinkaan. Odotukseni olivat ehka hiukan liian korkealla, mutta pidin silti lukemastani. Etenkin
milj6o ja tunnelmalumosivat ja dystopinen asetel ma on kammottavuudessaan uskottava. Romaanin
alkupuoali oli mielestani vahvempi kuin loppupuoli ja koin, ettd alun hienosti rakennettu jannite e onnistunut
sdilymaan samanlai sena loppuun asti. Kielesté sen sijaan nautin valtavasti ja [tdrannan toinen romaani on
ehdottomasti lukulistalla.

Sarah says

This book had truly beautiful prose and | loved that aspect of it. While | didn't get particularly attached to the
characters| did enjoy the story. | really did not the heavy handed foreshadowing. Not only did it throw me
out of the story, it made the things that happened late in the story lose their punch. It's hard for me to get
really excited about an ending that's telegraphed from the start of the book.

The way thisiswritten is beautifully evocative and it suits the feel of the tea ceremonies that happen
throughout the book. | just wish I could have loved the story as much as the writing.
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Sarah ~ says

P22 277 N 77777777 207N VIN 0777?7077 7?
PO D227 0770 707770 777770 277777 7770 7777 777777
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L yubov says

NPXXVVX? N DIV7 X000 D0000007°007 V00000007 000070707770, V00N 0000700070 70070070 707707077707
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Mairita (Marii gr ?matplaukts) says

3,5 zvaigznes. Prsteidzosi lirisks fantastikas rom?ns. Ar? beigas drusku sav?d?kas k? ierasts.
Piln? atsauksme: https://gramatas.wordpress.com/2017/0...

Fatema Hassan , bahrain says

POV VIIIR VIR VRPN 20NN VIR VIR VI VIR 37NN VNN
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Althea Ann says

Blurb comparing a book to Ursula LeGuin? Gets meto read it every time...

Yes, | can see where the comparison came from. It probably reminds me most of the feel of LeGuin's'Annals
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of the Western Shore' trilogy. The similarity is not so much in actual content, but in what is dwelled on; the
themes and pace.

Thiswill also appeal to those looking for post-apocalyptic Y A who are interested in more thoughtful,
character-oriented stories instead of just action.

The setting is a dystopian future Scandinavia, which has been under an oppressive Chinese (New Qian, that
i) rule for generations. Water is mysteriously scarce, and controlled by the corrupt and brutal military junta.
Noriais ayoung woman who has brought up in the tradition of the tea ceremony, aritual that helps give
peace and stability to people whose lives have too little of those e ements. She has a secret. Her family
knows the location of a secret fresh water spring. When sheisleft alone in the world, will she choose to keep
her knowledge to herself, even as her friends and neighbors go thirsty?

The themes of secrets, knowledge, sharing and trust run through the story, contributing to alovely and
satisfying tale. No, the author is not as masterful as LeGuin - but few are.

| received a copy of thistitle through the Goodreads First Reads giveaway. Much appreciation for the book.

mai ahmd says
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Celestine says

Hieno kirja: mielenkiintoinen tarinaja upeaa kieltéd. Vaikkatarinajakieli olivat &rimmaéisen nautittavia,
samalla ahdistuin lukemastani todella paljon. Tama tulevaisuus voi ollayksi mahdollinen, enké ikinatahtoisi
kenenk&an joutua kokemaan sita.
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