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In this, the finale of the Book of Deacon Trilogy, Myranda and the Chosen face their greatest challenges yet.
Timeisrunning out, and the Generals are growing desperate. Through victory and defeat, reunion and
betrayal, neither the heroes nor their foes will rest until they have seen their task through to the end. The only
guestion is, will it be the end of awar, or the end of times?
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John Carroll says

The third book is the best and wraps the trilogy up nicely. Myranda comes into her own and shines. | like
strong heroines. Myranda holds true to her beliefs throughout all and inspires everyone else. The build up to
the ending isfinely crafted.

It does get frustrating when the heroes keep walking into the exact same traps over and over. | felt like
smacking them in the back of the head. But it's al'so nice to see villains that are every bit as nasty asthey're
supposed to be. By the end, | wanted them all destroyed.

My favorite characters are Ivy, Myn and Deacon. Lain isabit too sullen for me and Ether isincredibly
foolish for someone who's supposed to have been watching the world since it came into existence. My
absolute favorite is Myranda though. She's lived atough life and remains strong and resolute throughout all
three stories. Strong leading women are my favorite. :)

Vi Khong says

| got tired of the battles between the Chosen Ones and the Generals creatures. | got bored at the end of the
2nd book but decided to finish the series. The ending was so-so, no twist to it. The Red Shadow's character
was no longer fierce & mysterious. vy kind of annoying. Myranda's relationship with Deacon could have

been morereal - it was said that they were madly in love but | did not fedl like their passion in the book. It
was really too bad because the first book was great.

Lindsay says

Right thiswill be the main review for all three books.
First the bad

1. They aretolong, i think Lallo could have cut afew things and still had an excellent story.

2. There are to many pitched battles, | think this detracts from the final battle, instead of gradual building i
feel it goes from peaks and troughs just alittle to much

3. The Generals are to hard to kill, No one wants a bad guy that isto easily defeated, but ones that can barely
be hurt much lesskilled is to much.

4. The henchmen were far to easily dispatched, it felt to me that the creatures were so inconsequentia that a
toddler with abat could have bested them, except the dragoyles, those things were badass!

5. The world was alittle under developed, The world lacked something for me, They talk about the gods and
fate but you don't get any sense of the belief system or of the history or culture. In atrilogy thislongitisa
surprise.

6. To much walking, it seemed that the heroes were constantly walking, felt very LOTResgue and not in a
good way.
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Now the Good

know what happened.

2. The characters are strong and believable, developed well, unique and easy to support and get behind.

3. Thereisaromance but it is kept firmly in the background, i like this, to many fantasy books are obsessed
with love and destiny, i don't mind it being there but i don't want it to detract from the story.

4. The story itself is somewhat unique, which is hard to do in the fantasy genre, i like the way Lallo has
managed to create his bad guys and heroes and Quest and not make it feel like just another "Sword and
Magic" epic

5. 1 loved that the first book was free, what a cunning way to get people hooked on the series and then ensure
sales of the second and third book, very sneaky!! ;-)

6. Brilliant use of creatures, Myn and the Malthropes, Elves, Mermaids everything i love about the fantasy
genre.

7. Not to many spelling or grammatical errors, which for a self published book (at the moment anyway) isa
fantastic effort.

So despite the bad points mentioned above i would 100% recommend this trilogy to anyone, crafted and told
well, Definitely one to put on your reading list.

Skip says

| struggled to make it through this trilogy. Lallo's writing style, which | really enjoyed in his science fiction
series (Bypass Gemini and Unstable Prototypes), felt unrealistic and forced in this fantasy setting. | did a
decent amount of skimming over the overly-wordy sections, especially some of the pages-long fights.

The story itself is afantasy opera. There'svery little in the way of unexpected twists, plenty of temporary
angst but little real loss, and the good guys always seem to come out all right. No deep social commentary or
convoluted plots here. The setup in the first book was interesting as the world was described and we met all
the characters, but the last two thirds of the trilogy provided very little new until the very end.

Having said that, | did still finish al three books. Perhaps that's because I'm a completionist, but | really was
interested in how Lallo was going to wrap up the plot. | found the ending to be satisfying in terms of the
overal plot, leading pretty much where you knew it was going all along.

I can't really recommend the Book of Deacon series, though I'm sure there are some who would enjoy it. It
just doesn't do anything particularly well, and nothing at all new.

Karen says

| really enjoyed reading thistrilogy, the characters are great and the tension between Ether and Ivy is
annoying but funny to watch them always arguing and fighting. It's awonderful series, can't wait to read the
other spin offs novels and the latest fourth novel of the series
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Erin says

The third book in Joseph Lallo's excellent series, | give this book three of five stars. Y ou may ask why | gave
it 3/5if | likeit so much; | will explain.

| really liked this series overall, it had interesting characters, there was decent plot development, and it was
unique. | liked the first book, | liked the second book even more, and had high hopes for the third but | had to
give this book only three stars because it wasn't as engaging. It might have had something to do with the ever
increasing level Lallo was trying to take the evil creaturesto. | like most of the beasts he came up with, but
the large ones (which | won't describe should | give too much away) near the end of this book were just not
really of the same fantasy world as the others. They seemed less well thought out, too forced and did not fit
into the story aswell as the others.

The plot also seemed too rushed at points, not well enough developed. The characters were rushing to do
something important, they would complete that task almost as soon as they decided it needed to be done, and
then rush off and repeat.

Like so many authors before him, Lallo faltered a bit on the third and final book of the series, but overall he
has produced an interesting series I'm sure will only become more popular.

Charlie Kravetz says

Wow! A great finish to the Book of Deacon Trilogy.

The Chosen are finally united, the goals are defined, and battle lines become clear. The stakesin this
challenge is the world itself. There can be no rest now until the battle is over. Win or lose, the Chosen must
remain united and vigilante.

| found this to be the defining book of the trilogy. The first two were good. This oneis great. It is exciting,
fast-paced and constantly changing. The five Chosen heroes finally unitein their purpose, and realize that no
one stands alone. They fight the evil in their universe, with and without each other. At times, winning seems
so easy. At other times, it seemsthere is no alternative to losing.

Since the author was able to immerse me so thoroughly in the story at times, | can easily recommend this
book to all readers, young and old. If you enjoy fantasy and science fiction, this book will keep you happy.

Tim Lumsden says

4 1/2 STARS!!!! Really enjoyed, great tale, epic battles!!!

Final episode of the tale of the Chosen, led by Myranda. Huge battles of will and magic. Will the Chosen
overcome the D'Karon and their all-powerful dark magic. Thisis avery exciting saga and one that you won't
want to put down. Great characters, vivid scenes, struggle of good vs evil. Magic, dragons, cruel and
powerful enemies. Definitely a worthwhile read. HAPPY READING!!!

Tim
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Melinda says

What away to end a series! So much better than Jordan. So much better than virtually everyone. By thistime
you are so bonded with the characters and their goals that you are straining right along with them to win each
and every battle, to kill each and every villain, to attain each goal, to escape each prison, to meet each
challenge and to learn each scrap of information that will help them fight the good fight.

Now that the Great Convergence has happened, we have our divinely picked five Chosen. Thereis Lain the
malthrope assassin, who is amaster of blades and killing. There is Ether the mystic one, shapeshifter and
immortal born of the gods. There is Myranda, wizard master and healer. Myn, a dragon twisted by the
D'karon after she died, but healed by Myranda. And last but not least Ivy, great with weapons, with a
powerful aura,once a creature of General Dement , artistic prodigy. And then there is Deacon, while heis not
Chosen, he should have been. He chooses love for Myranda and duty to the world over home and family to
help stop the war and little does he know it, but it is far more than war that needs stopping. He is so hel pful
with his grey magic that they couldn't have done it without him.

The five Chosen work as ateam - melding their skills, battling the five Generals and their nearmen,
dragoyles and mutant beasts. At one point, four of the Chosen are betrayed by Lain's business partner
Desmeres and locked away separately for torture. To find out what happens read the book, in fact, read all
threein order, they are simply atreat for the mind.

Out of al the quest fantasy that I've read over the years this has to rank up in the top five - and believe me,
I've read alot. Not only was the plot original, but it had so many twists and turns you never saw coming - not
once. | fell in love with the characters, especially Myranda, Deacon, Myn, Ivy, Caya, Solomon and Calypso.
| was fascinated by Desmeres too until he turned traitor.

The characterization in the story is absolutely brilliant; it's like one of your friends relating areal story about
real peoplein their life. The characters are not characters; they are like real people, people you could meet
shopping, at the grocery, at the corner drugstore. Nothing isleft out, no feeling, no mood, no failing, no
idiosyncrasy - nothing. They are as possibly real asyou could get in afictional character, and that'saying a
lot.

The pacing in the book is swifter than the others, or maybe it only feels that way because there is so much at
stake. You, as aways, are sucked in from page one, and like a strong current in river, moved quickly through
events, closer and closer towards the Battle of Verril, but that is not the ending by far. Much awaits our
heroes after the battle, and none of it isgood, in fact it could be world shatteringly catastrophic. And now
they have to deal with that after everything else. The transitions in the book were silky smooth - shifting
from from one Chosen to another plus Deacon and back again. Because their personalities are so distinct, it
makes it childs play to know who is speaking and who you are following. Of course, the main narrator of all
three books is Deacon, and even though he wasn't there for many of the events that took place, other Chosen
were, and he took down their storiesin their own words which he made up into the three books with his
magic quill and paper.

I would recommend this whole series to anyone who can read English and appreciate a thumping good read.
It's got something in it for everybody, a study of human nature, good versus evil, war, divinely inspired
beings, romance, magic, adventure, weird alien science, dragons, strong women, strong men, elves, battles,
mutant beasts, highly devel oped edged weapons and alternate worlds. Just like Tolkein's Lord of the Rings,
this deserves the same type of wide readership because of it's quality and genre busting value as one of the
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premiere thumping good reads that I've had the pleasure to come in contact with. BUY THE SERIES! Do it
now! Thefirst oneiseven free! How can you lose? Thisisthe best deal you'll get in years. Mr. Lallo, | want
to thank you for hours of unalloyed reading pleasure of such adegreethat | can't remember the last time |
read books that were this good. Sir, you are an artist. Good luck to you!

Monica says

The only character i enjoyed in this entire series was Desmeres all others especially deacon and ivy were
boring and annoying. the battles were too drawn out and had the same conclusions until the end. This series
needed a more realistic romance bc these two characters had no chemistry and deacon was just mentally off
and creepy. Ivy was awaste, lian never develop into much after the first book and although ether had her
moments by the middle of this book her arrogance was just too much to take. i felt this book needed
characters of importance to die during the adventures and characters with diverse emotions and actions.
There were no surprises and i hate adventures where within the ending presents itself at the beginning of the
book. in aworld where the war went on for over a century the ending just did not fit

Ssays

At the conclusion of the book, Joseph Lallo stated, “But you dear reader, ay count yourself lucky that you
came upon this book.” And | do count myself fortunate to have had such an outstanding read. This was one
of those trilogies that make the reader constantly find time to stay in the books. This was an unusual series
with all types of supernatural beings that young and old can enjoy. Although it was written for the young
reader, older readers like me can sit back and thoroughly enjoy the read.

The twists and turnsin the story will keep the reader’ s attention. Every time you think things are over, the
author seems to pull something else out of his proverbial hat and makes us read on for more. And the ending
was theicing on the cake ... good always overcomes evil! This author has become one of those that | will
definitely read more of in the future. Thanks for a gresat read!

Nichole says

Last of thetrilogy, and still great in my opinion. Myranda doesn't improve much in character development to
me, still felt alittleflat. | did feel thislast one, though much darker, more intense, was a bit more predictable
and easier to understand the twists before they were explained. There were still some bits though that
surprised me. Overal, | actually like the jumping from character to character/story to story as| was able to
get a better feel of the complete scene rather than just one side. | aso enjoyed theideathat it was sort of a
journal or diary account or record of the events by one who had been there. Not sure why | enjoyed that
specifically, was just aneat way to do it in my opinion. | kind of hated parts of the end because | felt that
some of the character endings should have been switched (I won't spoil anything). | was also left with afew
guestions still and wonder if there might be more to come from thislittle world. Great trilogy for fantasy
genre loversthough! | can't comment about most formatting/grammar/typo stuff unlessit's really excessive
because if it's a good enough read, | get far too involved to notice those minor details.
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Pure Textuality says

Ah, the end has come.....and now | am sad. It's been along time since | started thistrilogy. | first reviewed
The Book of Deacon and then The Great Convergence. Both were excellent books with a gripping
cliffhanger into the 3rd and final installment, The Battle of Verril. | was pissed to say the least....

| don’'t want to give up any details but | can tell you that in The Great Convergence (book 2 of 3) thereisa
great loss. We lose a character from the cast that.....well, it just SUCKED to see this character go. | was so
afraid when | went into the Battle of Verril that there was no way of coming back from that. | started reading
not really sure where the story was going to take me and | was quickly reminded of why | fell in love with
this story. *wink wink*

| am going to stick to the basics with this review because thisis such an epic story that | don’t want to ruin it
for anyone.

Our characters that we have grown to love — or grown to love to hate, whichever the case may be — get run
through the gauntlet in The Battle of Verril. Myranda started out as thislost girl just struggling to survive
day to day life has become a serious force to be reckoned with. She's so much fun to read because from the
start of thisjourney, we learn right along with her as we read. We understand the fine line that she’ swalking
between confidence and self doubt and that’ s a dangerous line to be walking when you' re trying to save the
world. Laneis ubermysterious and deadly. How can that NOT be fun???21? Oh! | am going to stop myself
right there with the character list because you may not know who we losein book 2.....

The Battle of Verril isaclassic way to wrap up this amazing journey. The Book of Deacon trilogy brings
together fantasy and fairytale, magic and myth, mystery and intrigue and the writing is simply wonderful.
The description that Mr. Lallo usesin hiswriting is something to be envied. In my eyes, the true test of how
well awriter iswith description is how clear the book plays out in your head — characters, scenery, events,
etc. —and how long the memories of those things stick with you. | don’t mean the memory of reading a book.
I mean the memory of watching it happen in your mind. This entire series, from beginning to end, is clear as
crystal in my head.

As| said above, | am sad to see the trilogy come to an end but | assure you that this trilogy will be one that |
read over....many times, |'m sure.

Although there wasn’'t alot of battle scenesin The Book of Deacon, we started to get a smattering in The
Great Convergence. Well, The Battle of Verril was no exception. Lots more action scenes to thisone. Again,
very well written and each battle scene has a higher purpose. There is no unnecessary scenes written in.
Everything has areason for being.

For all the parents out there, another great thing about this trilogy is that you can let your kidsread it. As
long as you' re ok with your kids reading epic fantasy, this entire trilogy is good to go. Sexual content and
language are 100% NOT and issue. | would have no problem at all with my 11 year old daughter picking up
The Book of Deacon.

Overall, | am giving The Battle of Verril 5 magical stars! | was incredibly impressed with this series! |
highly recommend it to anyone out there who is adie hard fan of traditional epic fantasy. Mr. Lallo’s styleis
alittle Piers Anthony-esque — although 100% unique at the same time. | look forward to getting alook at his
other books as well!!!
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Kristen-kcie Monk says

I'm typically very hesitant when it comes to reviewing entertainment, be it books, shows or movies.
However, after investing so much time into this series, | felt it necessary to somehow grasp my feelings on it
asawhole.

If one were to ask for my general consensus, | would say that this series was a good read. It kept me
interested to the point that | wanted to know how it ended. Sadly, after getting through the second book, little
more than that drove meto finishit. | smply wanted to know the ending, but | wasn't ever truly invested in
the characters.

I would not call the third installment, The Battle of Verril, a"let down", but it did not really have the same
sense of build up that the prior two books had. It was somewhat repetitive, despite the differing forms the
obstacles took on. The protagonists were constantly faced with increasingly more formidable threats and they
always somehow managed to barely escape. Though entertaining, the battle sequences were alittle difficult
to follow. There was just too much action happening at once.

The characters had so much potential. A few of my favorites include Desmeres, Ether, Epidime, Deacon and
Ivy. | very much enjoyed the presence of these characters and the roles they played. While others, such as
Myranda and Lain, did not really strike me as particularly intriguing, | found Desmeres knack for self
preservation, the unflinching pride of Ether, the purely wicked drive for Epedime's actions, Deacon's
absentminded yet adorable quirks and Ivy's endearing and innocent qualities to be enough to hold my
interest. Thisisn't to say that | didn't like Myranda or Lain (or Myn, for that matter). In the first book, Lain
was actually my favorite character. But as the story progressed and his character devel oped, he lost the edge
that "The Red Shadow" had and adopted a more possessive side as he became obsessed with getting Ivy to
safety.

The romance, though a small aspect of the overarching story, left much to be desired (view spoiler). | feel
that, because it was so rarely touched on (because of the overwhelming amount of action), the situations
between the characters were more awkward than romantic. However, | liked the straightforward approach
that the author took with it. He did not string the readers al ong through the entirety of the book, making us
guess at whether they were going to get together or not (I have been reading too much YA lately > <).

Despite these critiques, there were moments of brilliance in this novel. Moments that stirred my heart and
moments that were powerful and meaningful. And | cannot deny that | enjoyed reading it, so while the rating

may seem low (I would have given it a 3.5, had | been able to), | still recommend it.

For those who are concerned about violence and gore, | will say that thereis quite abit of it.

Jessical says

Stunning conclusion to an epic trilogy. Loved everything about it. All the previous events of the other two
books were tied together well, the characters continued to develop, it wasn't the same characters with the
same traits, problems and abilities that were developed in the previous books - the characters continued to
grow, evolve, and shape their destinies. | only regret that the trilogy is finished. Only critique isthat | wish
Joseph Lallo had spent even 20 pages wrapping up what happens...Myranda's father needed at least 2 words,
Deacon and Myranda, do they get married? Go back to Entwell? What happens to Ether? Myn? Does the
kingdom stay at peace? What is the Age of Ignorance Deacon found mention of ? What about Ivy? The list
goeson. You can't just spend 3 books making me love these characters and their world, and then just end the
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war, and spring "the end" on me!!! Otherwise, phenomenal, and highly recommended.

PDF File: The Battle of Verril...

10



