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Master of a coffee empire in the Amazon, Jason Sinclair needed only one thing to make his life complete--an
heir. He arranged for a bride by proxy, and to his bewildered surprise, she turned out to be anything but the
meek helpmate he requested. The New Orleans beauty Caroline Marshall would prove to be everything he
truly needed, and more.
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Marjie says

Unusual love story

The jungle and the emations are both raw in this story of awoman who movesto a coffee plantation in the
jungle of Brazil to marry atormented soul of a man she hardly knows and has never met.

Shelley Homer-Toney says

The value of love
The storylineis very good , keeps you rolling through various emotions

Maybe some of the expressed feelings were too repetitive and overdone but overall agood read

JulieKirby says

| started reading this before | realised it was set way way back. Bit odd getting married by proxy. But | went
withit!

| enjoyed the story of how Caroline and Jason's relationship grew, | loved how fiery Caroline was, and was
so hoping that Jason would just get over himself.

I thought the other characters did a great job in steering the two of them in the right direction.

Cici says

Wow thiswas an interesting story. There are alot of misconceptions and misunderstandings. The sex istoo
graphic. But, | enjoyed the strong female lead. And the ending was really interesting!

Gerriesays

Caroline works for the head of a coffee company in 1880's New Orleans. Her employer's cousin and partner,
Jason, owns a coffee plantation in Brazil, and supplies coffee for his cousin to sell. Caroline hasfallenin
love with Jason through reading Jason's letters to her boss. So, when Jason asks his cousin to send him a
wife, Caroline marries Jason by proxy, and goes to live with him in Brazil.

This book had so many wonderful features. First, it's a unique and original setting. A large coffee plantation
in the Brazilian wilderness. The book invokes the heat, color, and feel of the plantation, as well as what that
life entails. The novel also touches on the life and customs of Brazilian Indians, as well as the plight of
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runaway slaves, and the penalties for those who help them. Ms. Cox is afine writer.

The heroineis beautifully drawn. Sheis strong and resilient, and generous of heart. She went to med school
for two years, rare for awoman at that time, and she's a dedicated and compassionate healer. She hel ped
Jason's cousin run the coffee company, far more aman's job than awoman'sin the 1880's, and she enjoys the
challenge of using her brain and experience to help Jason. She does everything she can to try to reach out to
the tortured Jason, and help heal him as well. And the sexual tension between them is among the most potent
and believable in any romance that I've read. All these elements would insure the book a4 - 4.5 star rating.

Two things were a problem for me. First, was the character of Jason, the hero. He truly had a horrific
childhood, suffering indescribable abuse and tragedy at the hands of his father. It had understandably | eft
him badly emotionally scarred and incapable of giving or accepting love. Further, he'sterrified that he's just
like hisfather. So, for 90% of the book, he keeps pushing Caroline away. Understandable, but It just got to
be too much for me, and it went on for far too long. A good ? of the way through the book, | started to hate
Jason and groan when he did yet another thing to drive Caroline away. | believe that this should have been
resolved sooner, because he was not an unsympathetic character. But his one note response throughout
almost the entire book slowly and steadily drained away my sympathy.

The second problem was formatting. | read this book in Kindle format, so | don't know if the problem iswith
that, or the paper book had the same problem. There was absolutely no transition between scenes. So, |
would be reading a scene of several paragraphs. Then the next paragraph would be a different scene, maybe
even occurring weeks or days later. No new chapter. Nothing That was extremely distracting.

Also, the book quotes at length from the letters Jason sent his cousin, the ones Caroline read. These letters
are important, because they are a key to the inner Jason, and explain why Caroline fell in love with him.
However, there are no quotes around the letters, nor are they initalics. Plus, there is nothing leading up to
them that helps the reader identify that the letters are being quoted or recalled by Caroline. The confusion
over this really important device (and the letters are beautifully written) is extreme.

Thus, for dragging out Jason's angst and torment for much too long, and for the severe and debilitating
formatting problems, | can only give this otherwise very well written book 3 stars.

Misfit says

3.5 stars.
New Orleans, Louisiana, March 1885

Jason Sinclair left home and family behind years ago and built his coffee empire in the wilds of Brazil, but
the one thing lacking is a young malleable wife to give him an heir. Jason has written to his cousin to make
the arrangements, but unbeknownst to him Caroline Marshall (an employeein the cousin's NO coffee trading
business), has been the one receiving the letters and responding to them. Carolyn likes what she seesin the
letters and manipulates herself into being the *mail order bride* - a proxy wedding is arranged and she's off
to Brazil and happy-ever-after. Not.

"The last thing he needed was a curious, inquisitive wife to start rattling the skeletonsin his carefully sealed
closet."

Carolyn might send Jason's loins a-fluttering, but she's a bit too stubborn and independent for his tastes
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and...guess you have to read the book to find out.

| did like this, but Carolyn's little deceptions did grate a bit (and there's more than one). Jason's got aworld
of butt-hurt that isn't fully explained to the very end, but he can come off a bit jerkish at the first of the book.

A pretty engaging read for when you're in the mood for alighter romance, the Brazilian setting was a
refreshing change. My only real quibbles are the typos that | suspect came from the conversion process, and
rather odd ones at that.

"/ knew she'd have wanted it that way."

"Even so, / didn't know how desperate she'd become.”

"/ used to sneak and keep some of the money..."

Not a huge complaint for afreebie, but | might be ticked if | paid full retail. My only real quibble with the

writing is the head hopping in the chapters with no break between them. It was a bit distracting, and for that |
can't rate the book higher.

Wendy Jones says

Full of passion and kept you turning the pages.

Mallory Kane says

My 3rd time reading it. Still love it. Jason isawonderfully tortured hero!

Tonileg says

Caroline Marshall-Sinclair ayoung widow that has married by proxy to Jason Sinclair that has been living
and working in Brazil for the past 15 years. Jason Sinclair is a self made man that came from the wrong side
of the tracks and pulled himself to riches through hard work and dedication.

Caroline shows up at the coffee plantation and is everything that Jason didn't want, well, except that sheis
beautiful. But in fact, sheis exactly what he needs to heal the past and start a new loving life and family.
Caroline has alot of opinions, but it is because sheis educated (medical doctor training!), pianist, and know
much about coffee production and commercialization as she previously worked for Jason's cousin Derek
Sinclair in New Orleans.

They are already married when they meet for the first time on the boat dock on the Amazon river in Brazil,
but they take time to get to know each other because Jason isn't so sure that he won't annul the marriage
because she isn't what he expected. Lots of great sexy descriptions of seduction, but no actual sex for the first
half the story. Thisis agood redemption story with well written and edited prose. There are some typos like
'horse’ instead of 'house’ which | believeisjust an error from the digital conversion.

179 pages and kindle freebie

3 stars
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Dawn Johnson says

| liked the book but | just wanted to hit Jason & smack Caroline too. It was a good read because it was able
to make me feel emotions & that is what makes for a great read. Happiness Sadness Frustration Love Hope
Despair Heartbreak yeah it isal in this book. So take the timeto read it.

D.S. Williams says

| enjoyed this book very much, athough | found the hero to be somewhat annoying with his self-doubt and
self-recriminations, which took up an entire 90% of the book. If | had been hiswife, | would never have put
up with his behavior despite the circumstances she found herself in.

Despite this, the story was well-written and kept me interested throughout. The heroine was well-written and
the dialogue was good, but as | say, the difficulty | had wasin the hero and his actions. | understand that he
had a terrible background, which no doubt affected his life severely, but | felt that he was angsty for far too
much of the book. Despite this, | would recommend the book as being quite a good read.

Layla says

1885

Jason grew up in afamily terrorized by aviolent father. The tragic events resulted in his beloved sister
committing suicide. To spite his father and prove him wrong, Jason has overcome his harsh childhood to
build a coffee plantation in the Amazon. His friend Derek in New Orleansiis the closest person to him and
they correspond regularly. Caroline has come on hard times and taken a job with Derek and ends up taking
care of that correspondence when Derek is busy - initially at his request, but the correspondence soon takes
on its own momentum. Jason is unaware that he is revealing his innermost thoughts to anyone but Derek. He
asks his friend to arrange a marriage and send awife to him. Derek never sees these letters. Instead Caroline
believes that she is doing the right thing by sending herself as his wife, even though she does not match his
specifications.

Thisisavery different romance, charged with raw emotion. Jason is not an easy man to like. He is tortured
by his past and unwilling to risk opening his heart. He protects that vulnerability behind hardness, rudeness
and insensitivity.

Carolineis awidow with many disappointments in her own past. She has come to know Jason through his
letters and knows that there is a very different man behind the cynical fagade. She aso knows that his people
admire and respect him as agood man. Sheis on a self-imposed mission to save Jason from himself and she
is prepared to bounce back from each hurtful episode.

Thisis not asweet love story. It isaturbulent, raw romance in a challenging environment. Carolineis strong,
intelligent and determined. Jason seems irredeemable, but of course that is the essence of this story.
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