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Thisprimer isdesigned to teach students the inter connected arts of visual communication. The subject
ispresented, not asa foreign language, but as a native one that the student " knows" but cannot yet

" read." Responding to the need she so clearly perceives, Ms. Dondis, a designer and teacher of broad
experience, has provided a beginning text for art and design students and a basic text for all other students;
those who do not intend to become artists or designers but who need to acquire the essential skills of
understanding visual communication at a time when so much information is being studied and transmitted in
non-verbal modes, especially through photography and film. Understanding through seeing only seemsto be
an obviously intuitive process. Actualy, developing the visual sense is something like learning alanguage,
with its own special alphabet, lexicon, and syntax. People find it necessary to be verbally literate whether
they are "writers": or not; they should find it equally necessary to be visualy literate, "artists' or not. This
primer is designed to teach students the interconnected arts of visual communication. The subject is
presented, not as aforeign language, but as a native one that the student "knows" but cannot yet "read.” The
analogy provides a useful teaching method, in part because it is not overworked or too rigorously applied.
This method of learning to see and read visual data has already been proved in practice, in settings ranging
from Harlem to suburbia. Appropriately, the book makes some of its most telling points through visual
means. Numerous illustrated examples are employed to clarify the basic elements of design (teach an
alphabet), to show how they are used in simple syntactic combinations (" See Jane run."), and finally, to
present the meaningful synthesis of visual information that is afinished work of art (the apprehension of

poetry...).
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

Primer of Visual Literacy, Donis A. Dondis

Reza Baradari says

completely beginner stuff but still good read to cover some basics that you should know and consider in your
workflow.

Sana Kamali says

J.J. Rodeo says
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Pashmina says

This book was great because it gives explanations for the ssmple visual things that we often take for granted.
Although the book is alittle dated, | have yet to find such arefreshing and concise introduction to visual
literacy. The illustrations compliment the text well, and the writing is plain and easy to understand. Highly
recommended.
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Roberto says

I highly recommend this book to anybody interested in visual communications. The book may be dated, but
the concepts and explanations still hold relevance today. Visua literacy concerns our daily lives. |s essential
to learn how to see in order to communicate effectively. | disregarded this book on my freshman year of
college —I was arrogant and petulant — | thought it was impenetrable and boring, however; years later, |
became engrossed after just reading the preface, now that it resonates better with my professional and daily
life.

Sakib says

Whilst it is atough and deeply academic read, | enjoyed this book for its detailed deconstruction of the visual
form - essentially, how we see. She breaks down visual matter into its component parts - the dot, line, shape,
colour, dimension, movement, and other elements. She also speaks about how we see certain objects as
harmonious and pleasing, and others as harsh and with tension.

A good read for anyone who is intensely curious about how we see.

Golriz says

Parisa Hoseini says
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Michael Cabus says

For anyone working in the visual arts or in design, this book is like good medicine. If you do not it isan
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excellent primer on visual design concepts.

Like writing, visual design is something that can be popularly considered not a specific skill: most of us can
write something, and most of us can sketch. Indeed | encourage my design students to sketch concepts no
matter the quality. And | think writing isimportant for everyoneto do.

For the practicing writer or designer, though, these opinions can feel diminishing: it can seem a craft you
spent time honing is seen as something that anyone can do.

However both fields have ways in which quality can be judged, and not all attempts are equal. Both are a
practice, skills cultivated over time.

| consider myself avisual designer though | am largely self taught. In my 20s | decided | wanted to be part of
making technology better for people and a graduate study in interaction design seemed the best way to do so.
| realised quickly the interplay of visual design with digital design and began immersing myself in visual
design practice.

Thefirst attempts werereally bad. And it was difficult to articulate why: my professors would say things like
not enough subtlety and | would work towards subtlety.

Thisbook put into context these practices | learned over time. | wish | had discovered it earlier in my career.
But there was some joy in reading it after. What | learned through experimentation was sort of codified.

| was at apoint in my career, before reading this book, in which | began to think the whole human cantered
technology mission was adud: ego maniac contractors, the weight of past business rules and processes that
seemed to resist change and the design process, all seemed to point to a wasted effort. This book helped me
get rooted in design as a practice again. An academic book that encourages play and creativity israre, and
I'm on the lookout for others. Designers should read this, and my students don't know it, but they will be this
fall. When | hear, | thought this was a technology class? (I will), | will respond, it is, and thisisamap.

Hosein says
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SERAJ says

| contains useful information but it's just a book to show you how important visual literacy is. One should go
for other resources to get more visualy literate...
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Molly Grear says

Needs updating, plus the book itself is visually poorly laid out.

Niusha says
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Daniel St-Jean says

Essential reading for those interested in art. The important aspects of being literate, in the visual sense, are
covered in astounding detail and accuracy. It's atechnical text, for the most part, but there are philosophical
ramifications throughout that keep the bal ance between textbook and investigative inquiry.

Recommended.
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