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When ayoung journalist named Bernardo Blanco iskilled in the fictional Mexican port city of Paracuan,
investigation into his murder reveals missing links in a disturbing multiple homicide case from twenty years
earlier. As police officer Ramon “el Maceton” Cabrera discovers, Blanco had been writing a book about a
1970s case dealing with the murder of several young schoolgirls in Paracuan by a man known as €l Chacal.
Cabrerarealizes that whoever killed Blanco wanted to keep the truth about € Chacal from being revealed,
and he becomes determined to discover that truth. The Black Minutes chronicles both Cabrera’ s investigation
into Blanco’'s murder and goes back in time to follow detective Vicente Rangel’ s investigation of the original
el Chacal case. Both narratives expose worlds of corruption, from cops who are content to close the door on
a case without true justice to powerful politicians who can pay their way out of their families' crimes. Full of
dark twists and turns, and populated by a cast of captivating—and mostly corrupt—characters, The Black
Minutes is an electrifying novel from a brilliant new voice.

The Black Minutes Details

Date : Published May 1st 2010 by Grove Press, Black Cat (first published August 30th 2006)
ISBN : 9780802170682

Author : Martin Solares, Aura Estrada (Translator)

Format : Paperback 436 pages

Genre : Mystery, Fiction, Crime, Noir, Thriller, Suspense, Mystery Thriller

i Download The Black Minutes ...pdf

@ Read Online The Black Minutes ...pdf

Download and Read Free Online The Black Minutes Martin Solares, Aura Estrada (Transator)

PDF File: The Black Minutes... 2


http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes
http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes
http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes
http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes
http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes
http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes
http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes
http://bookspot.club/book/7300789-the-black-minutes

Read and Download Ebook The Black Minutes...

From Reader Review The Black Minutesfor online ebook

M onica says

This fast-paced Mexican police novel got me out of areading drought in which | was languishing for awhile
battling with several opened novels. The moment | turned the first page, | knew | was embarking on a
familiar and comforting detective story set in the murky waters of afictional Mexican town following one,
then two police detectives of the flawed but honourable type battling the corruption of the town's leaders and
their own police colleagues to get to the bottom of some horrific crimes both past and present. Y ou would
think thisis one of those typical overt-the-top Latin-American novels of corruption in which the straight guy
loses and then wins because it isfiction after al and readers do like a happy ending but the minute | put
down this detective-guilty pleasure and | opened the news, the first headline | read was: 'Mexican mum who
investigated daughter's death is killed'. So sadly the story is not a cliché but the tragic reality of day to day
life and without the happy ending.

On aside note what | love in fiction is descriptions of the characters meals and police officers are notorious
for unhealthy eating habits so | enjoyed all the mentions of Mexican food: gorditas en salsaverde,
chilaguiles, enchiladas etc and | swore | would get to preparing some of these myself this weekend!

Algernon says

| look inside myself and see my heart is black

| see my red door | must have it painted black

Maybe then I'll fade away and not have to face the facts
It's not easy facin' up, when your whole world is black
(lyrics from The Rolling Stones)

It'sablack, bleak world that Martin Solares paintsin his debut novel, a city riddled with corruption where
drug lords, power hungry politicians, venal union leaders and bought officers of the law dine together in
fancy restaurants while little girls are kidnapped, raped and murdered with impunity.

A young reporter who investigates the decades old unsolved serial murder caseiskilled. The disillusioned
old trooper on the police force who tries to get the threads untangled is first hobbled by his bosses and then
put in hospital in a hit and run accident. While recuperating, he browses throught he notes of the young
officer who first investigated the case, all those years ago.

And the picture that is gradually revealed turns into darker and darker shades of black.

Son of a fucking bitch, Romer o thought. Everybody’ s come to an agreement: the government agrees, the
president agrees, they made their agreement over the girls' dead bodies. As happens everywhere, the city
grew up around its tombs.

The detectives are modelled clearly on the noir canon. Ramon Cabrera, also known as El Maceton (“The Big
Flowerpot”) is elderly, cranky, cynical, heavy fisted, heavy drinker, in adisfunctional marriage. ( Their last
fight was over the remote control. His wife complained they never talk anymore, that he was always quiet,
that he only wanted to make love and then watch TV. ). He is aso persistent, methodic, considerate, honest :
as aresult he's shunned and ridiculed by most of his colleagues as a sort of dinosaur, out of touch with
reality.

Vicente Rangel Gonzalesis amisfit, accidentally brought into the police force by his legendary uncle, Don
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Miguel Rivera, who recognized the sharp intelligence and the iron core of integrity in the apparently aimless
young man of the seventies. | see him in my mind as a Latino version of Serpico, “anidedlist in a sea of
corruption” as Solares putsiit.

With strong leading characters, colourful setting, sharp dialogue and gruesome murders, the novel has the
key ingredients of agood police procedural. Solares is not content with writing a noir homage though. He
goes for the highbrow literary angle with an incredible skill for adebut author. His mastery of timeshifts, his
ability to insert politics, religion, economics, popular culture into the narrative, his skill at creating
memorable secondary characters and to evoke their inner turmail in terse paragraphs—all speak of amajor
talent and of a novel that transcends the genre limitations to address the most important issues of the
individual and of society.

The town of Paracuan described in the book isfictional, but its portrayal was so convincing that | actually
did a search for the state of Tamaulipas to try to identify the author’ s source of inspiration. | have only to
think of the news coming out of Mexico in recent years (kidnappings, corruption, political grandstanding,
innocents caught up in the middle of a merciless war) to realize that the ‘ mean streets' of Raymond Chandler
have migrated South of the Border, where the people are in dire need of detectives like Cabrera or Rangel.

At times, he felt like reality actually consisted of several layers of lies, one piled on top of another.

Easter Eggs.

- B Traven, the reclusive author of The Tresure of Sierra Madre makes a cameo appearance, with references
al so to John Ford and the making of the movie.

- Alfonso Cuiroz Quaron, afamous criminologist, has a whole section of the novel narrated from his POV.

- there’'saleit-motiv of a poster of Cola Drinks that keeps popping out in the text, not unlike the eyesin F
Scott Fitzgerald's Gatsby. A metaphor for the menacing presence of the Big Brother to the North?

Recommended!
Thanksto the Pulp Fiction group for pointing this gem out to me!

Solistas says

3.5/5*

Mou eval ad?vato va Buun8? yiat? ay?paca auT? o BIBA?0 AAA? N AOVIK? A7€l 211 €7T€ TO TT?pA
VIOT? LoV ?PECE TI7PA TIOA? TO £§2PUANO £71€ ETEIO? ADTPE?W TOV Tabo K N TPOOTIIK? va dla?0w
A0 v?20 MegIKav? ouyypa@?0 AOTUVOULK Y 1GTOPIA, OEQOUVO UE EEIT?PEL. 2TAV HIO KAA? ETIAOY?,
OPXIK?VIOT? KZAANCO [E TNV 10TOP?0 TNV OTI0?0 £€2X0 CUV?XEIA OTO HUOA? LOU OK2UA Kl 2TAV OEV
?BproKa XpV0 va TNV TPOXWP?0W KAl T?A0C YIAT? TTVTA UTI?PXEl KA HUKP? IKAVOTIO?on ?tav
dlaPB2LEI¢ VA 2Uop@o BIBA?0 XWP?C VA E?PEIC TI VA TEPIKAVEIG 7TAV TO THVEIG VIO TP?TN QOp? aTd
X7p1a oov.

To Black Minutes f?Baia dev eval T?AEI0, TO TP?TO U?P0C TOU TEPI ?XEl APKET?C EVOEEEIC YOUPOL
CLYYPOQP?0 AAA? AULT? AVOVTOAL 700 TIPOXWP?E, YEYOV?C TIOU UZAAOV CNUAVEL 2T1 N HETA@R?0TPLA
OeV ?XEl KVEL K TNV KOA?TEPN QOVAEL?. H 10TOp?0 €€EA?COETAI O€ Hia TI?AN TOL AeTal Paracuan K
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N OQQETNP?0 TNC EMVAL N QOAOPOV?a EV?C ONOCIOYPPOL TIOU 1 7PELVA TOU Vid TN dla@eop? NG
TCPANC TOV 00NYE? OEKOET76C TI?0W, OTN ?peuva K a?AAnNWN voc serid Killer ukp?v kopitot». To
MEYOA?TEPO U?POC TOU BIPA?0V AOXOAE?TAL HUE OIUT? TNV LTI?OECN K EKE? BP?0KOVTAI Ol KAOAPTEPEC
oA Tov. O Solares ?xel OT?0€l A TOA? WPA 70 TNOK? TIOU TIOPAKOAOUVOE?C LIE 700 K210
XPEL?LETOL VIO VO [N VORLZLEIC 2T1 2XEIG LTIAPEEL UE O crime story TNG OEIP?C K TTAVW T 7A
(OVTAVE?EL TOUC T?TOUC TIOL JlOOPOHAT?LETAL K TI?XVEL VA OKACGU? OAO(VTAVOUC XU POKT?PEC
TIOU KATOAOBAVEIC TG B0 avTIOP?00UV K70 OTIYU?.

To pey?Ao at1o? ToU BIBA?0L (K K?p10C AYOC VA TO TIPOTEVEIC GE K?TOI0V TIOU OOXO0AE?TAI LE OUT?
TO £€?200Q) €A1 0 2E0X0C TP?TOC TIOL TIIPOVGI ?LEl TIC KOIVULVIK?C K TOAITIK?G QOU?C, XWP7G
OIBOKTIONO?C K 2U0P@A TOIT?TA TIOL Ba ZKavav wpa?0ug T?tAoug BIBAIOKPITIKA. ES? 0 Solares
QQWVEL TOV OVAW?0TN TOL VO OKEPIE? T?PA ATT?200 CUHUBA V0LV O€ TIP?TO TA V0. XWwP?¢ VA LUTI?PXEL
EeK 00 P0G AY0C, €2X0 GUV?XELO OTO HLAA? HOU TO TIOA? V100 "2X0 TGV TPAYU?TWY 2TaV TI2PTouvy”,
200G AYW OUYYEVIK 2¢ KOTAYWY?C e TOV Vasguez aAA? L7ANOV ETEIS? 2TAV YEUL?TO UE T2TOIEC ATKEC
(otnv KoAopB?0 Kave?g dev eal a870¢ K.0.K.), XWP?¢ AUT? va ONHAVEL ATOPAZTNTO 2T BEWp? TO
Black Minutes av?tepo Tou TPoaVAEEPUEVOUL BIBA?0VL ? ToV Solares Tno TAAAVTO?X0 OUYYPO Q.
ATA? 0 MEEIKOV?C MOV @aVT?LEL THO OV?0UX0C CLUYWPAP?OC, K?TI TIOU QA VETAL KI ATTTIC
ETUTUXNMVEC ATTELPEC TOU VA EEPNEL ATTTA SEQOUVA TOU €700VC TIOU LTI PETE? T ?2{OVTAC 2ELTIVO
E OVEIPIK? ATIOOTI?OUATA KOl TOTIOBETVTAC OE KA?PIO ONUE?0 (EKE? TIOU Ol TIDAA?G GEA?DEC Bl
MUTIOPO?00V VO KOUP?00ULV) HIa EEKAPAITTIK? KAT?0E0N EVIC TEAE?WC COUPEAAITTIKO? XA PAKT 20,
TOU aVIPI0? TOU dIELBLVT? TNC OCTUVOMLAC TNC TPANG.

2001 P?XVOUV 0@OPU? IO VO TIHPEKAVOUV ATITO AVOWWOTIK? TOUG TRYPAUMA, 80 BPouV Hia TIOA?
KOA? eTiAOY? €07

Kathleen says

Masguerading as a crime novel, Martin Solares' The Black Minutesis actually afine piece of literature . The
novel is set in anorthern Mexico port city that is riddled with narcotraficos, police corruption and some
sketchy Americans whose businesses dominate the local economy. The story begins when a young reporter
is found murdered, and one of the local detectivesis sent out to investigate. Over time, he finds links to some
unsolved crimes, the kidnapping and murder of small girlsin the 1970s. Solares weaves the narrative going
back and forth from the perspective of the 1970s detective and hiswork on that case to the present detective
and hiswork that is tangled in the past. At times, the novel is rallicking fun (the police officers regularly
seem to be beating each other up), but by the end you realize that Solares has taken you on aride that
plunges you hard and fast into some of the most pressing questions about lifein Mexico, present and past. A
great read, | highly recommend it.

Melki says

Isn't it truethat in thelife of every man there arefive black minutes?
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A journalist is murdered in Paracuan, a Mexican port city, and the clues left behind point to an incident that
occurred more than thirty years prior.

When the state sets out to hurt somebody, nothing can be doneto stop it.

| really started to get into the book when the action flashes back to 1977 and the search for akiller of little
girls. Vicente Rangel Gonzalez, quite possibly the world's most reluctant detective, has pulled the case.

Rangel had spent six yearson theforce, thelast four trying to resign. He was always saying he was
going to resign, but every time he was on the verge of doing so he got involved in some difficult case
and ended up putting it off again.

Rangel was talked into joining the police force by his beloved uncle who offers some wise counsel.

Get onething straight: aslong asyou'rein this business, you're not going to have any friends. You
heard right: not onefriend. Everyone who gets closeto you isgoing to ask for something or want to
useyou for something. You can't trust anybody. A police officer doesn't have friends when he's doing
hisjob; a poalice officer only has enemies. Thetrick isto learn how to avoid them.

These words prove to be good advice as Rangel becomes more and more immersed in the investigation.

Thisisafairly standard police procedural spiced up by the locale, the author's excellent descriptions and the
incredible amount of political corruption that affects the way local residents conduct their lives. I'm assigning
it four stars due to the quality of the writing more than the story. On the whole | was satisfied with the book,
though there were afew times that | just wanted it to end.

Poupee says

Cuenta una historia policiacallena de intrigas y misterios que te mantiene atrapado de principio afin.

Me gustd y lo recomiendo si te gustan las historias de ese género y si no, también o vas a disfrutar.

Al final e autor dice que es una historia de Ficcion y los crimenes no son reales, pero estoy segura que
muchos aspectos de |a novela estan basados en realidades de los policia, los politicos, el crimen organizado y
el narco mexicano.

Jeff Scott says

“...everyone hasfive black minutes...”

And so begins one of the better detective noir stories out there. While reading, | am constantly reminded of
the classics of noir fiction like Dashiell Hammett's Red Harvest, one honest detective in a crooked town.
Corruption is rampant and obvious, but who iswilling to take the risk to put a stop to it. However, in
Solares’ case, you get alittle Latin American Surrealism with your detective noir. It'salight version, but for
those expecting a straightforward police procedural need to be warned of these surredlistic qualities. I’ m not
abig mystery reader, but this story is more interesting because it does bring up the noir aspect | likein a
detective story AND has that strange quality in surrealism that keeps you on your toes.
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The story begins with a chance meeting between Agent Ramon Cabrera and Bernardo Blanco. When Blanco
turns up dead, Cabrerais assigned to the case. He finds that Blanco was a reporter who was researching the
Jackal, aserial killer who was thought to be put away 30 years ago by now chief of police Toboada, but was
that really what happened? In researching Blanco’s murder, Cabrera must re-examine the case to find his
killer, and Cabrera s story morphsinto Vincente Rangel’s story, the original detective on the Jackal case.

Two honest detectives 30 years apart try to crack the case despite the fact that no one wants them to solve it,
maybe even the police. Told from different perspectives, the caseis re-opened examining old interviews
from original witnesses. Each interview istold in alternating chapters along with the main narrative of the
story. Each provides a clue to who the real killer is and who may be covering it up. Along the way some
really weird stuff happens involving the King of the Martians, psychedelic detectives, the Mexican Sherlock
Holmes, some communists, drug dealers, politicians, and corrupt cops. Some said thisisa“ quixotic
adventure” but | feel that description lessens the importance of the story. There are some surrealist moments,
but for the detectives, thisis no joke, and uncovering the murderer may cost both of them their lives.

One part Dashielle Hammet and one part Roberto Bolano (so many parts reminded me of 2666). Highly
recommended for those who love a good ol d-fashion detective noir, but don’t mind alittle surrealism.

"That'swhen | had arevelation, areal vision that hit me all of a sudden: these folks were going to die
without ever having lived, life was going to fuck them up, just like my family does to the Christmas turkey,
slice by dlice, and they were going to die without finding out why or for what they had come into the world.
It was enough to see how they were all standing there, staring at the empty dance floor. | was overcome by
an overwhelming sense of sadness.” P 311

War mingstor ms says

A novel with narratives that fracture off into different narrators once in awhile, with sometimes heavily
stylized voices, okay that's fine. Detective novel with procedural passages, uniquely Mexican flavour to the
Police organization, specific historical critique of said Police, all okay too.

It's just the narrative voices (apart from the two main characters Cabrera and Rangel) all sound the same,
periphery characters are sketched and given very little detail, thought processes and motivations are barely
touched upon, and the plot is, when viewed in hindsight, haphazard and poorly serviced. There's some
anachronisms too (CD playersin the 70s? really? [I'm willing to accept that's atrandation issue, but it does
happen numerous times]).

The ending is not only anti-climactic but also nonsensical, entirely eliding details and having magjor events
happen off-page.

| like some elements, some nice flowing descriptions of Paracuan (the fictional city where the novel takes
place), casual descriptions of delicious sounding food, half decent police procedural stuff, interesting insight
into 70s police enforcement in Mexico and etc. It just wasn't very good in the end.

Joe says

The Black Minutes is a detective/crime novel set in afictional Mexican town which unfoldsin a unique
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fashionin that it is told from multiple perspectives. While the format lends some interest to the proceedings
itisalso adrawback in that the voices of the main characters blend and the voices of the secondary
characters add little overall. The story is interesting enough - the current day murder of ajournalist opens up
adecades old investigation into a series of gruesome child murders - however the threads of the story get
bogged down in the author's desire to outline police corruption and how it impacted both investigations. The
story starts with the present day investigation but quickly delves into the past and spends far too long there.
Many of the characters exist in both time frames and have nicknames which the author uses interchangeably.
After awhile it becomes a struggle to remember who is being talked about. When the story ultimately returns
to the present day, the outcome is largely unsatisfactory. All in all an interesting premise that could have
been presented in a better fashion.

Lindsey says

It's hard to believe that "The Black Minutes' is Martin Solares first novel. Elevating the form of detective
noir, he weaves an intriguing portrait of a small Mexican drilling community that is both romantic and
horrific.

The novel is set in two time-periods. In present day, ajournalist is murdered and investigator Ramon Cabrera
uncovers his expose on the grisly deaths of several young girls twenty-years prior. The bulk of the book
revolves around that story, in which we are introduced to a second detective, Vincent Rangel, the head of the
investigation into the seria killings, however reluctantly on his part. Both detectives are honest menin acity
run by a corrupt and dangerous government. But Vincent Rangel's story is sepia-toned, nostalgic. Hislively
dialogue and detailed characterization add depth to the fast-paced story. There are snippets of Solares
writing that are truly poetic, and the story is original and gripping. It's not the most challenging literary work
to grace the library's shelves by any means, but was a highly entertaining read. It will be interesting to see if
Solares continues with similar drama and structure in his next work, or ventures down a different path. Either
way, his second novel will be highly anticipated, for "The Black Minutes' is certainly promising.

Natalie Hamilton says

Enjoyable read but Solares breaks afew cardinal rules of detective/police procedural fiction that undermine
the quality of the story, particularly asit relates to the perpetrator of the crimes. | was drawn to the book by
reviews indicating magical realism or surrealism, but those reviewers clearly don't understand the generic
distinctions. There are some unusual (and rather marvellous) passages, but each of them is explained away as
adream or dream state, which eliminates any magical realist or surrealist connection. | found the ending to
be unsatisfying, but | did enjoy the narrative journey, and Solares talent is evident in this debut, so | will be
watching for his next book.

katie says

THIS IS FABULOUS!!! Highly recommended!!!

Terry says
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| was eager to read this book after seeing very positive reviews -- some said a "police procedural," which |
like but my main interest was that it's by a Mexican author and set in Mexico, so | wasreally looking
forward to some real sense of place and culture -- which | didn't really get in this book. It was hard to
connect to the characters (it's told from different perspectives) and to keep up with the names and nicknames
(aglossary helps, but alittle more development of identity of the characters would also help -- rather than
just naming names). There's atouch of magical realism in this book, too, which other than Isabel Allende
(whose writing | love) doesn't always work for me. At one point | was very critical of the writing -- then |
thought it was the trand ation (too literal) -- then | realized it was actually the voice of the character who was
narrating that chapter, so | warmed to it a bit and other sections are much more fluently written and
tranglated. | finished the book slowly, but | did finish it, despite my disappointment.

JBP says

This crime novel by Mexican author Martin Solaresis a mixture of police procedural, seria killer thriller and
exploration of corrupt cops set in a seaside Mexican city that started out really energetic and vibrant, but by
the end was completely rambling, stumbling to afinishing point. At 430 pages, this novel could have [and
should have] used some trimming and tightening up. The unhinged, all-over-the-place way the story istold
and writing style of Solares might have been intentional to convey the out of control chaos of the world of
the cops, but it istoo often pointless with repeating scenes over and over of the same things. This cut into the
suspense too as by theend | didn't really care who killed the reporter or the girls.

Ty Wilson says

Thisisataeof amurder. A murder that leads to a deeper mystery about some long ago murders of little
girls. Thisisatale of Mexico, Mexico now and Mexico then, although surprising little had changed between
the two time periods. Thisis anoir tale with heroes who don't want to be where they are, nor do they do a
whole |ot to change that situation. Thisis atale of a police department overflowing with characters, each and
every one with a unique nickname, and they run the gamut from insightful and intelligent to slovenly and
dim. Thisisatale at times asrea as anything you'll ever read, and at timesit isfilled with magical
realism...and somehow the two work perfectly together. Thisis atale wonderfully written by afirst-time
author and | truly hope they've translated more of hisworksinto English. If I'm lucky this won't be the last
Martin Solares book | read.
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