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Ahmed | brahim says
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Manny says

My Japanese friend Y ukie said | had to read thisif | wanted to understand how a Japanese job worked. And
indeed | do feel | have agreat deal more insight into it!

Rule number 1: NEVER take initiative for anything you're not supposed to take initiative for. The heroine
finds this out the hard way. She'sjust started working for this Japanese company. She speaks fluent Japanese,
French and English, so of course, like any Westerner, she's looking for an opportunity to impress her new
bosses. A colleague goes off on vacation, there's a piece of work that's been | eft hanging which requires
knowledge of French, and she sees her chance.

Oh dear. Not only does she get no praise; she, and the misguided person who helped her, are suddenly in
huge trouble. But she still doesn't understand how things work, and makes one mistake after another, being
moved further down the ladder each time. In the end, her job consists of changing the toilet paper in the
men's room.

The book is supposed to be based on the author's experiences when working in Japan, and is quite funny. |
started reading it on atransatlantic flight, and had finished before | arrived. Strongly recommended if you're
interested in Japan and the Japanese.
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Lucas Sierra says

He vuelto aleer, después de seis afios, la novela donde conoci a Nothomb. Lafuerte impresion de la primera
lectura permanecia diluida en mi experiencia, y consideraba, sin recordar muy bien s erajustala
consideracion, que se trataba de uno de los mejores trabajos de Nothomb (comparéndola a mis recientes
lecturas de Antichrista y Acido sulfarico ). Ahora, en una noche ahogada entre toses, volvi aleer de golpe las
pocas péginas de Estupor y temblores, y me reafirmo en el recuerdo: se tratade un gran libro, y es, ami
parecer, superior alos mencionados antes.

L as narraciones de caracter autobiografico tendran siempre alarealidad como lastre o trampolin. Es dificil,
en ocasiones, superar lafaceta de cronica o de testimonio, y los textos que no lo consiguen suelen quedar
ahogados en € esfuerzo. Nothomb, con esfuerzo, consigue oxigenarse, y |0 autobiogréfico desaparece en la
ficcidn: alas pocas paginas queda la sensacion de que nada es cierto facticamente y lanovela despliega, con
ingenio y humor, lafuerza suficiente para separarse de los limites impuestos por 1o anecdético y ofrecer,
insisto en el humor y €l ingenio, un texto donde la experiencia se resume en enfrentamiento.

Porque en el fondo, Estupor y temblores puede ser un texto sobre el enfrentamiento agdnico entre dos
culturas, entre oriente y occidente, entre laidealizacion producida por lamemoriay la aplastantemente burda
realidad de una empresa japonesa a donde la narradora cae como empleada sin funciones determinadas.

Esaeslapremisabésicadel libro: amodo de infiltrada, una Amélie joven consigue ser contratada en una
empresa de multiplesinversiones. Alli descubrey describe los procesos de disciplinay castigo, |os caminos
tortuosos de la jerarquia, las visiones sobre el honor del empleado nipon, los entreveros del amor imposible
paralajaponesa empresaria. Todo contado fluidamente, esforzandose en la carcajada para no perder la
cabeza. (view spoiler)

Lamemoria no me engafiaba. Este es un buen punto para empezar |leyendo a Nothomb. Ademéas, basta un dia
pararecorrerlo de cabo arabo, y, asi incluso, permanece largo en lamemoria. Volveré aél en € futuro,
seguramente, esperando comprobar si cambia, 0 no, mi percepcion.

Por ahora, me esperalarelectura de Metafisica de |os tubos. Este 2018 ser& un afio con mucha Nothomb en
mi mesa de noche.

Odai Al-Saeed says
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I had mixed expectations when approaching Belgium's enfant terrible, Amélie Nothomb having heard plenty
of praise and criticism in equal measure. So it was with fear and trembling | approached Nothomb's Prix du
roman de I'Académie francai se winning novel Fear and Trembling, aware of the author's reputation as a
quirky, hip and contemporary writer. Little did | know that the novel, itself highly autobiographical, charting
the struggles of a Belgian worker, Amélie, within the various rigidities of Japanese corporate culture, would
be caustic in its entirety.

Nothomb embarrasses herself with her critique of a culture which she evidently plucks from stereotypes,
never once examining the possible grains of truth within these superficial constructions of Japanese identity,
but inflating them for crass, comedic effect. Supposedly a book highlighting the difficult intricacies of
Japanese corporate culture, Fear and Trembling instead criticises the difficulty for somebody foreign, in this
case Amélie, to function within aworld of explicit hierarchy and tradition. Alas, Nothomb's novel isan
attack on difference; the fish-out-of-water story is so thinly disguised as to milk the largest amount of
sympathy for the 'Westerner' who must survive - but never become at one with - a culture that is described as
evil, torturous and unthinking. Not only is the Y umimoto corporation hellish but the people within it
Nothomb paints as the antithesis of the poor and victimised main character. Amélie's character never escapes
the one-dimensional boundary of her girlish nature, both silly and supercilious; the divide between West and
East, which many GR reviews pick up on, only paint Amélie as good, whilst the Japanese workers as unfair
tyrants. Under constant attack, Amélie defends her privileged position with lines such as, 'Believe it or not,
honor does exist in the West too'. Alas, the novel is riddled with such hyperbole and stilted dialogue. The
back and forth arguments which make up the majority of the novel are crude in their rough satire, revealing
Nothomb as nothing more than a juvenile [and somewhat self-obsessed] writer. This grating chatty style,
written without much thought, is both absurd and borders on outright discomfort at certain points when
Nothomb, who obviously has little appreciation for political correctness, touches upon some troubling
descriptions: there is the running joke that Amélieis suffering from 'developmental disorders’; whilst the
berating of co-worker, Fubiki, by her boss Mister Omochi is described as arape; and later Fubiki, angry,
walks towards Amélie 'with Hiroshima in her right eye and Nagasaki in her left.' There comes a point where
Nothomb's writing becomes inflammatory minus rationality; the humour in the novel - perhapsits only
redeeming point - comes from lazy depictions of the Japanese workers. In essence, Fear and Trembling isa
dapstick novel, quirky yes, but just as tawdry, guns blazing and without purpose.

For such a short novel Nothomb surprisingly manages to include plenty of stereotypes: Mister Omochi is
referenced as the 'Obese one' who is always 'dementedly screaming', whilst Mr Saito is another demonic boss
of Amélie's, forcing her to print again and again a heavy golf manual. Some critics have called the novel
erotic, but fail to mention that the only power of sexuality given istowards Amélie. Only she, asthe
foreigner, is able to form friendships, connections and relationship; the other only female in the novel, Fubiki
isrobbed of her sexuality, individuality and is exoticised. Fubiko isthe ideal fantasy of a Japanese woman.
As Amélie[or can we as readers take this to be Nothomb's voice?] describes:

'‘Not all Japenese women are beautiful. But when one of them sets out to be beautiful, anyone else had better
stand back. All forms of beauty are poignant, Japanese beauty particularly so. That lily-white complexion,
those mellow eyes, the inimitable shape of the nose...

Thus Fubiko isthe very poster-girl for Orientalism, as an exotic but always dangerous figure, as someone
who functions robotically in the novel. Her only hope at sexuality is either through suicide or marriage:
Amélie's assertion that these are the only two avenues for Japanese women are nothing more than racist and
belittling, and stand alongside her proclamation that she has a 'profound admiration for any Japanese woman
who has not committed suicide', whilst later 'Everyone knows that Japan has the highest suicide rate of any
country. What surprised me was that suicides were not more common.' Thislong segment where Amélie
talks about the 'Fate of the Japanese Woman' is supposed to be a critique of the various dogmas that entrap
the gender roles within Japanese society, however because the description is nothing more than an incoherent
rant - written in second-person towards an imaginary audience - Nothomb dissociates away from the
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connection any deeper meaning and political value. Her outburst means nothing because it has nothing to do
with the characters. Such an oblique mention to feminism is lazy feminism at best - and yet hypocritically, in
denouncing the ingtitution which would force Fubuki to marry, Amélie then mocks Fubuki's attempts at
flirting. To put theicing on the cake, ironically, the only man in the novel which could save Fubuki from her
drone existence is awhite man (!) Such painful contradictions litter the novel, turning it into a mess of
cultural clashes and caricatures; Nothomb's style though easy to read, and stylistically very new-age, is
equally disorientating at points where her descriptions become random and are composed of awkward
imagery and irksome stylistic phrases, such as 'mashed-potato syndrome paralyzing my hand'. However such
repulsion may be the point: Nothomb wants to be shocking. And the novel is shocking, but for all the wrong
reasons, and it isfor all the wrong reasons that Fear and Trembling continues to keep receiving ludicrously
high ratings and positive reviews.

Simon says

Hahahaha - aren't Japanese people strange and weird and their cultureis so crazy!!!

| didn't enjoy this book. | take issue with anyone portraying Japan as some out-there foreign country. Having
spent a short period of my life living in Japan (afraction longer than Nothomb did in the book) and I'm the
first to acknowledge that it's very different but books like this just add to the misconception that it's some
sort of society gone mad. It seemsto be one of the last countries where it is acceptable to treat as "crazy
foreign people". Yes, the cultureis very different to Western culture but does that make it fair to arrogantly
look at it aswrong? And that'swhat | didn't like about Fear and Loathing - Nothomb seemed to be taking the
high-moral ground asif she kept telling herself "I might be going down fighting but I'm not the crazy one".

Y es, it's amono-culture. 99% of the population are Japanese. It doesn't look favourably an individualism. |
remember being told they have a saying which roughly means 'the nail that sticks out gets hammered down'.
It's a country that puts the group/company/others before themselves but by following that logic, others do the
same for you and things work. Thereis also great shame in not doing what society expects of you. But is that
really so crazy? It's a country with low unemployment, the lowest teen pregnancy in the industrial world and
low crime. Their poverty rate islower than the US and UK too. Y eah, crazy, aren't they??!?

| found many things about Japan alittle strange but | acknowledge that's because their whole society has a
different philosophy to the one | was born into. But it works and for that reason | will always jump to their
defence with things like this. I miss many aspects of the country and find the Japanese to be lovely people
(though I acknowledge | will always be aforeigner first to them) but the way Nothomb portrayed her time
with the Y umimoto company was that of an arrogant young woman who refused to accept that to get by in
Japanese culture you need to follow the unwritten social rules. Y ou might not agree with them but if you
don't then the problem iswith you, not them. Their society is very different but it works.

Oh, and her comparisons in the book to rape are offensive as are some of her comments about Germany and
World War 11 (though one about Belgium and Germany was amusing). I'll stop writing now or | won't stop.
It gets 2 stars because it was short. A friend lent it to me thinking I'd like it. I'll now be reviewing the
friendship.

Mar co Simeoni says

Voce densa di significati che spazza via gli ideogrammi
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trama e personaggi secondari: 2,5*
parte introspettiva e pensiero visionario: 4*

Primo libro che leggo della Nothomb. Mi permetto di fare un paragone molto forzato con Nabokov: sono
entrambi del piloti. Dalettore non ho la possibilita di godermi il panorama o scegliere di pensare a una strada
meno battuta. C'é un percorso pulito con asfalto drenante quindi mi metto comodo e vivo cio che l'autrice ha
sapientemente studiato di farmi vivere. E qui finisce il paragone.

Ironico, estremamente sopra le righe, colto (con molti rimandi che spezzano la narrazione), pensieri
altisonanti caratterizzati - purtroppo - da unatrama quasi assente.

Ho scoperto solo dopo averlo finito che fosse autobiografico.

Un anno di lavoro di una donna belga presso la multinazionale Y umimoto. |1 sogno che si tramutain un
incubo da cui |a protagonista non sa/non vuole sottrarsi per ragioni che la stessa Nothomb svela man mano
che proseguo nellalettura

Il diverso in un ambiente serrato da regole e manierismi. Perd il diverso (ovvero lafiguradi Amélie) sarebbe
un pesce fuor d'acqua anche in un‘azienda Belgavisto il suo carattere estroso.

La protagonista occupa talmente la scena che i personaggi secondari appaino quasi come macchiette. (ad
esclusione di Fubuki)

Potenti alcune riflessioni cheti colpiscono per laloro dose di bellezzaricercata. (il ruolo delladonna
giapponese, il concetto di onore)

Come riesca atrasformare parole, che per loro stesso concetto sono bidimensionali, in una scalinata di
parossismi resta per me gqualcosa di magico.

Consiglio di leggerlo in quanto ha una chiaraimpronta narrativa. Inoltre & anche breve.

Mohamed Shady says
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Joselito Honestly and Brilliantly says

If this were published during the second world war, Amelie Nothomb would have been kidnapped and
executed by the Japanese.

For reasons | didn't care to research and find out Nothomb, although Belgian by nationality and currently
living in Paris, was born in Kobe, Japan. This book is based on her true experiences as alowly employeein a
big Japanese company for one whole year.

She had alayer of bosses, al Japanese. Her immediate superior, Miss Mori, was beautiful but petty,
malicious, neurotic and vindictive. Higher to Miss Mori were Messrs. Saito and Omochi, both tyrannical,
sadistic brutes. The big boss was Mr. Haneda (" God", Nothomb called him secretly) who was somewhat kind
but who didn't care about the bullying being done in the office. Like another executive (Mr. Tenshi), he
appeared like a spineless coward, a victim of these strange Japanese concepts of honor and respect for
superiors. Time and again, Nothomb stressed the high suicide rate in the Japanese society, mocking them (so
it seemed to me) as employers and as a people as well. Not impelled by racism, I'm sure, for Nothomb really
went through hell here. In sum, thiswriter saying vengeance is mine.

Witty, satirical, perceptive and entertaining. And not that long too. An ideal book to take with you to the gas
chamber while waiting for your execution. Or to read while waiting for your wife, or girlfriend, get dressed

Nahed.E says
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

Stupeur et tremblements = Fear and Trembling, Amélie Nothomb

Fear and Trembling (original title: Stupeur et tremblements, which means "Amazement and trembling”) isa
satirical novel by Amélie Nothomb, first published in 1999, and translated into English by Adriana Hunter in
2001. It was awarded the Grand Prix du roman de I'Académie francaise that year.

Kasia says

My Japanese friend, 30-ish, former competitive cross-country skier*, now a sushi-man working in Poland,
moved al the way from the other side of the world to Warsaw, just to make sushi for local yuppies. Can you
imagine? In order to escape Tokio's corporate nightmare, he swapped continents, traded cultures, left his
family behind and moved to this obscure little country called Poland. | mean | likeit here, but it's not the
most foreigner friendly place. Especially not if you are a dlender Japanese dude with long silky hair and a
cute pudgely face.

Just to give you an example, this friend of mine gets giggled at by teenage girls just because of his
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androgynous fashion choices and petite builds, I'm guessing he confuses the shit out of them, but come on,
grow the hell up girls. Then he gets mean stares from clerks because his Polish doesn't live up to their snooty
standards. Oh and he gets hit on whilein clubs by hoards of horny women who want to satisfy theitch for
something exotic. Just to be even, he gets hit on in clubs by horny men too**, again | think it's al about the
curiosity and the exotics. All that is minor annoyances, the most worrisome is that my friend gets looked
down by his coworkers. Even though he's the most involved of all the business partners, had invested the
most $$ and is the only one among the bunch with the intricate knowledge of sushi making, he istreated as
someone less worthy. Nothing better than racist colleagues, is there? People sometimes suck.

And if you put all that crap he's dealing with on top of the regular ex-pat maladies (homesickness, scarcity of
home food, cultural misunderstandings, etc), it can really get nasty. So it made me wonder***, for him to put
up with this crap every single day, how bad the typical Japanese workplace can be? How awful Tokyo's
corporate overlords? To my understanding my friend was just aregular guy, living normal life - no Y akuza,
no kink.

Amélie Nothomb gives some answers to that, she did the opposite of my Japanese friend has done. She | ft
her native Belgium to live and work in one of Tokyo's major corporations. From her book you get a taste of
what work in such an environment is like, what's expected from a newbie and why some might find
daunting. The book's funny (I got quite afew laughs), lyrical at times (much appreciated melancholic
descriptions from time to time, and well crafted description at that) and alittle... fake.

Nothomb lies her ass of. That's her writing style. Most of it is exaggeration and fact twisting, I'm sure it's
done for comical relief and to prove a point, but still, to me that to a degree undermines the credibility of her
story. In short, if you can live with shameless exaggeration, you'll enjoy the book. Otherwise - prepare
yourself for awhole lot of teeth grinding.

* He was serious about it: medals, international competitions, crazy training sessions...
** Some of it is due to confusion with his sex (he blames his haircut), some of it isn't.
*** We'refinally getting into the proper review part of this review

Fabian says

"Fear and Trembling" embraces the strange with awicked arsenal of irrational but noble thoughts and actions
by the superb heroine. Her authentic recklessness captivates, no enamours, the reader. | had very strong
feelings for thisincredible novel because | lived EXACTLY the type of professional downward spiral that all
but defeats you. Like a posher (!?) precursor to "The Devil Wears Prada,” the entire plot unravels within the
confines of the claustrophaobic and limiting Workplace. Thisis an ugly child that you want to keep with you
forever: it's really that wonderful.

Teresa Proenca says

Descendente de uma familia belga, Amélie Nothomb nasceu no Japéo e, até a adolescéncia, viveu no
Extremo-Oriente, onde o seu pai foi embaixador. Fala fluentemente japonés e trabalhou como intérprete em
Toquio.
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Durante o0 ano de 1990, Amélie trabalhou numa grande empresa em Toquio, haqua pouco mais lhe é
permitido fazer além de servir cafés e limpar casas de banho.

Neste livro faz um relato sobre avida socia e profissional numa grande empresa japonesa e a escassa
consideracdo que 0s nipdnicos tém pelos ocidentais. Depois o ler, também ndo fiquel bem impressionada
com os japoneses. Com Amélie sim, principal mente com o seu sentido de humor.

Amira Mahmoud says
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Rowena says

*3.5 stars*

I must say, | was really surprised by this book. | work for a Japanese company here in Vancouver and | have
noticed that my Japanese co-workers have to adhere to different standards and rules from the rest of us (we
don’'t question it, what can you do?). It’s been interesting working there because half of my co-workers are
Japanese, the other half aren’t. We've had to adapt to each other’ s cultures and | think we do so quite well. It
doesfeel like we're split into two camps and | have often been approached by a Japanese co-worker to say
something to the boss, something | can get away with saying as |’m not Japanese.

So because of my experiences working with the Japanese, and talking to them about corporate culturein
Japan, | shouldn’t have been too shocked by the content of this book but | was. Y umimoto Corporation
sounds like hell to me and | felt sorry, for the most part, for Amelie, the Belgian girl who works there and
quickly gets on the bad side of her female co-worker, who is villainous but feels the need to be as sheisa
woman working in a male-dominated world.

I’m still not completely convinced by Amelie though. She was born in Japan, lived there until shewas 5
years old, yet when she moves back to Japan, she seems to have accepted the Japanese corporate life way too
easily. Asawesterner, Amelieis used to taking the initiative. That doesn't fly in Japan, apparently. She
becomes atotal pushover. It doesn’'t sound plausible that a western woman would do that without a fight.

This book was meant to be satirical. Not that | found too much of it funny, it was more sad than anything.
And | was surprised by the comments Nothomb made about Japanese society, how there’ s only two ways out
for women; marriage or suicide. | found that a bit harsh. It was weird because on one hand she loves
Japanese culture, on the other hand sheis so scathing of it.

| realize I’ ve gone off topic and I’ m not talking so much about the book now. Well, | did like the book. It
was a quick read and Nothomb does have a graceful writing style. However, afew things didn’t sit right with
me.

Paul Bryant says

Japan sure brings out the bonkers in everybody, doesn't it.

(Bonkers : ademoatic English term meaning crazy but with the element of horror removed and an extra squirt
of | will never understand thisin amillion years — get me out of this room!)

| tried, you may know this already, to get on board with The Wind Up Bird Chronicle. That was alittle too
eyerollingly cute-weird for me. | had a go with the other Murakami guy (Ryu, not Haruki) and he was really
strange.

Then there was Natsuo Kirino. The novel was called Grotesgue and it really was.

And | must mention alittle movie called Love Exposure by Sion Sono. Synopsis: A bizarre love triangle
forms between a young Catholic upskirt photographer, a misandric girl and a manipulative cultist. Truly
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madly deeply bonkers....!! One of my all time favourites. Y ou gotta see Love Exposure! But not with your
parents!!

So now this tiny novel-memoir which is Japan from a Western point of view. 22 year old Belgian girl gets
job with huge Tokyo corporation — and ayear of humiliation begins. It salittle hymn of hatred towards
Japan and frankly borderline racist as Amelie Nothomb makes generalization upon generalization about all
Japanese people and they’re all profoundly derogatory. Japanese people should sue this book right now. It's
so insulting.

Now | think Amelieis gonnasay well can't you tell | really deep down LOVE Japan and its people.

But the experience of reading this is like watching someone wrestling rather too strenuously with their pet
dog —who's a haughty ittle doggy then? Are Y ou a naughty ittle doggy? Are Y OU the NAUGHTIEST
NASTIEST MOST ANNOYING ITTLE DOGGY? Yes, you are!! YESYOU ARE. Y ou get the strong
impression there's some genuine aggression in there.

I'll just dish up a quote for you, in case you may think | may be misrepresenting Amelie. Here she is
contemplating Japanese company men :

Everyone knows that Japan has the highest suicide rate of any country in the world. What surprised me was
that suicides were not more common.

What awaited these poor humber-crunchers outside The Company? The obligatory beer with colleagues
under going the same kind of gradual lobotomy, hours spent stuffed into an overcrowded subway, a dozing
wife, exhausted children, sleep that sucked them down into it like the vortex of a flushing toilet, the
occasional day off they never took full advantage of. Nothing that deserved to be called a life.

Oh and howsabout this:

A Japanese person genuinely apol ogizing happens about once every century.

Ouch!

So anyway, it's a bitter, too-near-the-knuckle-to-be-really-funny memoir (why do they bother to call these
things novels?) and I’'m most curious to find out What Amelie Did Next.

Ksenia (vaenn) says
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