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Long before there was a mountain man called Preacher, a young adventurer set off with a team of fur traders
from St. Louis for the time of his life. On a wild frontier, he sought a fortune. Instead, he found blood,
betrayal, and the beginning of a legend. Armed only with a knife, surrounded by a fierce Blackfoot war
party, the young man was forced to kill a warrior chief in an act of audacious courage. But when a grizzly
bear attack left him half-dead, he could no longer protect himself. By the time the Blackfeet found him again,
he had been abandoned and doublecrossed, with only one last trick up his sleeve: the ability to talk himself
out of an impossible situation -- and into a battle for his life.

So began William Johnstone's masterful saga of the courageous loner who would become known as
Preacher. Because when he was alone and desperate, he drew on a preacher's skills -- and a mountain man's
cunning -- to give his enemies hell.
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Barbara Lee Wood says

PREACHER'S BEGINNING

When you read these exciting adventures of Art, better know as "PREACHER" from this point on. A
bit of insight of how he was labeled with his new
name. We are introduced to Jennie, the slave from New Orleans whose freedom was bought with sharp
shooting match which the Preacher won. We also find out how "DOG" becomes a
trusted and devoted partner as he accompanies Preacher on his many trips in the mountains and
occasional trading post for supplies. This is fast moving chronicle of the Preacher's life and the many
friends/acquaintances he will have for a lifetime. But sadly these mountain men die from this harsh life they
have chosen. So keep your coffee hot and watch your back..

Eric says

How did Art come by the name Preacher? This is the book that tells you how the brave young mountain man
is rewarded the moniker. Bear fights and scoundrels keep Preacher from doing the things he finds just.
Preacher always fights for what is right not because he wants to. This is why he becomes respected by both
Indians and white man alike.

JD says

This is an interesting book. I enjoyed it and I believe that the authors have expanded on some of the events
that truly occurred in the early days of the mountain man adventures, such as the constant attacks by the
Blackfoot warriors, and the mauling and survival after an encounter with a Grizzly. A very similar tale is
related about John Colter of the early mountain men.
Also, this book includes the story of how Art got the name Preacher. This was a very interesting episode and
the reader can actually imagine that the captors would conclude that he, Art, was possessed by a spirit or the
"Great Spirit" and would grant him his freedom.

Sue says

GOOD to the last drop.

I found the author plagiarized one of his previous books (a couple of times), but it fit right into the story.
There were two inconsistencies but I love Preacher books.

HornFan2 (Mike) says
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It's the continuing story of Preacher's early years, but this one pushes the believability of the writing for the
reader and even credibility of it, based on the previous book, 'Preacher'.

Like in the previous book, Preacher gets mauled by a Sow Grizzly Bear with three Cubs, that he stumbles on
why scouting ahead of his five man party, but it's his miraculous recovery and the continued times that
Preacher their for Jennie in her time of need. That's made this one a least favorite from William, for me.

Otherwise it's not that bad of a book. Just seemed like the author caught himself as he was killing off the
character and took it to the extreme by having him miraculously survive a bear attack that otherwise should
have killed him.


