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Ken Moten says

"Astrov [shouts angrily]: Sop it! [ Softening tone] Those who will come after us, in two or three hundred
years, and who will despise us for having lived our lives so stupidly and insipidly--perhaps they will find a
means of happiness...In the whole district there were only two decent, cultured men: you and I. But after ten
years of this contemptible, barbarian existence we have been encompassed by it--it has poisoned our blood
with its putrid fumes and we have become just such vulgarians as all therest." - Act IV

Y ou have to be careful...Chekhov will have you in the midnight-hour casting your eyes towards the dark
void of heaven... if you're not careful. This play (translated by Ann Dunnigan) about afamily living at a
country estate is hauntingly brilliant, mundane, sad, manic, and beautiful. It masterfully shows that loneliness
can affect people even when they are not alone. The character of Dr. Astrov gave me the same fegling as The
Seagull's Masha. Chekhov's love of peopleison full display here asit isin his other plays and short stories.
While Leo Tolstoy loved God and Fyodor Dostoyevsky thought man was hateful and pathetic, Chekhov truly
and sincerely loved people in away that only brings to mind the person of James Baldwin. Even though |

feel that The Seagull is abetter play, this oneis still aworthwhile work despite not being "happy" as some
critics complain. Chekhov is not interested in exploring a problem or conflict directly, he just wantsto seea
day in thelife of the Russian middle-class at the turn of the century. This play encourages you to believe that
even the most boring, routine life is worth living; Chekhov can truly be considered one of the last great
Russian realist of that era. One notable fact isthe titular character Uncle Vanyais almost a supporting
character in this plot.

| tried to figure out what work this story brought to mind when | wasreading it and | figured out it was The
Death of Ivan llyich. Thisplay like, like the Tolstoy novella, is about people watching their lives run their
course and the existential anguish they feel. The difference is that Tolstoy's bureaucrat is speeding towards
his end and is given a spiritual reprieve. Chekhov's characters march towards it slowly and while the spiritual
reprieve is mentioned (as the quote that ends this review shows) we end with are characters in amuch more
desperate and hopeless place.
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"Vanya[to Sonya]: My child, how heavy my heart is! Oh if you only knew how heavy my heart is!

Sonya: What's to be done, we must go on living! We shall go on living, Uncle Vanya. We shall live through a
long, long chain of days and endless evenings; we shall patiently bear the trials fate sends us; we'll work for
others, now and in our old age, without ever knowing rest, and when our time comes, we shall die
submissively; and there, beyond the grave, we shall say that we have suffered, that we have wept, and have
known bitterness, and God will have pity on us; and you and |, Uncle, dear Uncle, shall behold a lifethat is
bright, beautiful, and fine. We shall rejoice and look back on our present troubles with tenderness, with a
smile—and we shall rest. | have faith, Uncle, | have fervent, passionate faith....\We shall rest!

We shall rest! We shall hear the angels, and see the heavens all sparkling like jewels; we shall see all earthly
evil, all our sufferings, drowned in a mercy that will fill the whole world, and our life will grow peaceful,
gentle, sweet as a caress. | have faith....Poor, poor Uncle Vanya, you're crying....You have had no joy in
your life, but wait, Uncle Vanya, wait....We shall rest....\WWe shall rest....We shall rest!" - Last paragraphs of

the play.

(Read this play as a part of The Major Plays)

L ea says

Similar themes asin Three Sisters, but | liked Three Sisters better than Uncle Vanya, even though | really
enjoyed this play also.

We have three male charactersin existential, middle-life crisis and two femal es unsatisfied with their lives,
but seeking consolation in love, faith in God and ideals. The melancholic and nostal gic atmosphere is present
throughout the whole play as well as the sense of tiredness of life.

ASTROFF. ... And then, existence istedious, anyway; it is a senseless, dirty business, thislife, and goes
heavily.

HELENA. What a fine day! Not too hot. [ A pause]
VOITKI. A fine day to hang oneself.

SEREBRAKOFF. | have spent my life working in the interests of learning. | am used to my library and the
lecture hall and to the esteem and admiration of my colleagues. Now | suddenly find myself plunged in this
wilderness, condemned to see the same stupid people from morning till night and listen to their futile
conversation. | want to live; | long for success and fame and the stir of the world, and here | amin exile! Oh,
it is dreadful to spend every moment grieving for the lost past, to see the success of others and sit here with
nothing to do but to fear death. | cannot stand it!

Liked the contrast between endurance and persistence of nature vs. oblivion of human life that was pointed
out afew times. More than in Three Sisters, the resolution of suffering isfound in faith in God and the
afterlife, and the female characters were the carriers of that world-view. | think alot of people could resonate
to that longing for eternity and fear of being forgotten.

ASTROFF. ... | sat down and closed my eyes—like this—and thought: will our descendants two hundred
year s from now, for whom we are breaking the road, remember to give us a kind word? No, nurse, they will
forget.

MARINA. Man is forgetful, but God remembers.

Existential themes of meaning found in one’ s work were present asin Three Sisters, with an addition of
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discussing the nature of passion as the escape of feelings of boredom, idleness, laziness, and absence of
finding the meaning in life. The self-deception we do when we tell ourselves that we love someone is very
much real, and we tend to often call love the shallow feelings of romance and give them a significance which
they do not have by themselves. The physical attraction based just on someone external beauty or other
superficial characteristicsisjust way too lightly called love.

ASTROFF. ... Say, | implore you! Confess that thereis nothing for you to do in thisworld. You have no
object in life; there is nothing to occupy your attention, and sooner or later your feelings must master you. It
isinevitable.

ASTROFF. | love no one, and never shall! Beauty alone has the power to touch me still. | am deeply moved
by it. Helena could turn my head in a day if she wanted to, but that is not love, that is not affection—

HELENA.... | swear to you | married himfor love. | was fascinated by his fame and learning. | know now
that it was not real love, but it seemed real at thetime....

In Uncle Vanyal also adored the revelation of the hypocrisy of men in the high position of power that they
had due to their privilege, and not their outstanding talents, qualities or creativity. We have to look past
someone position in society and think by ourselves critically about their work.

VOITKI. But I'll tell you something; the man has been writing on art for twenty-five years, and he doesn't
know the very first thing about it. For twenty-five years he has been chewing on other men's thoughts about
realism, naturalism, and all such foolishness; for twenty-five years he has been reading and writing things
that clever men have long known and stupid ones are not interested in; for twenty-five years he has been
making his imaginary mountains out of molehills. And just think of the man's self-conceit and presumption
all thistime! For twenty-five years he has been masquerading in false clothes and has now retired absolutely
unknown to any living soul; and yet see him! stalking across the earth like a demi-god!

Sonjawas the most successful in finding hope and endurance against all odds and disadvantages and | really
felt for her. Her final speech was the great ending to the play. Lots of material to think about for sure.

SONIA. What can we do? We must live our lives. Yes, we shall live, Uncle Vanya. We shall live through the
long procession of days before us, and through the long evenings; we shall patiently bear the trials that fate
imposes on us; we shall work for others without rest, both now and when we are old; and when our last hour
comes we shall meet it humbly, and there, beyond the grave, we shall say that we have suffered and wept,
that our life was bitter, and God will have pity on us. Ah, then dear, dear Uncle, we shall see that bright and
beautiful life; we shall rejoice and look back upon our sorrow here; a tender smile—and—we shall rest. |
have faith, Uncle, fervent, passionate faith. We shall rest. We shall rest. We shall hear the angels. We shall
see heaven shining like a jewel. We shall see all evil and all our pain sink away in the great compassion that
shall enfold the world. Our life will be as peaceful and tender and sweet as a caress. | have faith; | have
faith. [ She wipes away her tears] My poor, poor Uncle Vanya, you are crying! You have never known what
happiness was, but wait, Uncle Vanya, wait! We shall rest. We shall rest. We shall rest.

The curtain slowly falls.

Nayra.Hassan says
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Trish says

| came upon this play at just the right moment, when | could see it in isolation and yet reflecting the
connections between it and all the other great plays about family interaction, unrequited love, and human
despair. It reminded me strongly of Eugene O'Neill or Arthur Miller, filled with akind of crazy inability to
act, to move, to change.

| had no idea previously that Chekov was writing directly to all of us, the people "one hundred or two
hundred years from now" who would be facing an environmental crisis, just as he predicted. The things
Astrov says about planting the forest sound so reasonable, so sane, and yet no one bestirred themselves from
their provincial waysto help him seeit through. | found it very affecting.

Kenny says

" Oh, yes! | used to be an inspiring personality who never inspired anybody!
VanyaAct |

Random fact: Vanyatrandlatesto Joein English. The litera title of Chekhov's play in English is Uncle Joe.

Thisreview is both on Chekhov's play, and David Mamet's translation. Uncle Vanya is often relegated to the
weakest of Chekhov's four major plays. That is unfortunate since it is an amazing work. | will admit, I'm not
afan of Mamet's work, but in his Chekhov trandlations, Mamet's writing is amazing. In Mamet's hands,
Chekhov become not the stuffy lifeless playwright of scholars and academia, but living, breathing characters
filled with passion and emotions. Here Chekhov's characters become sexual and passionate ~~ made more of
earth than air.

Mamet is more controlled here then heis on his own plays. Thistrandation is closer to what Chekhov
intended than most | have ever read. These people are modern, just as they were modern in Chekhov's
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original work ~~ in Chekhov'stime.

Chekhov and Mamet both write characters that are loaded with life. Both write about contemporary, lifein
its simultaneous simplicity and complexity. | highly recommend Mamet's trandation of Uncle Vanya. He
has written a beautiful translation.

Mohammed-M akram says
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Jason says

Another great Anton Chekhov play. I'm not really surewhat it is | love about Chekhov, though if | had to
narrow it down | might attribute that love to some of his more pitiable characters—think Lubov Andreyevna,
for example, or Treplev from The Seagull. Or | might say that there’ s akind of under statedness to his plots
that bring his playsto lifein away that is often unmatched. There are recurring themes, also, that unify his
four major works. The charactersin Uncle Vanya discuss at |ength the destructive nature of idleness, asthe
sistersdo in Three Ssters. Chekhov was all about dedicating on€e’ s life to his or her work, making oneself
useful to some degree. There' s also arecurring theme of accepting one' s station in life and carrying on in the
face of adversity. The show must go on; it isthe only way we can survive.

| still think The Cherry Orchard is his best work, though this one may comein at a close second. Hereis my
list of Chekhov plays, ranked:

1. The Cherry Orchard
2. Uncle Vanya

3. The Seagull

4. Three Ssters

What do you think?

david says

Ennui.
From serf to aristocrat, the incessant race to outrun boredom, insignificance, futility.

Insert- histrionics, war, accusation, blame, infatuation, certification, profession, materialism, religion, faith,
posterity, captiousness, dependence.

Life. The fabricated rationalizations that constantly strive to alchemize vacuity to consequence.
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Human hubris.

Folly.

Duane says

| enjoy Chekhov's short stariesimmensely, | think many of them would make very good plays. But he also
wrote good plays, and Uncle Vanya was one of the best. It's about one Russian family and their interfamily
relationships, featuring jealousy, secret amorous longings, and common bickering, that occur over a span of a
few days. | know it's meant to be a serious play, and it is, but | couldn't help but be amused by some of their
actions and conversations. | would love to see this one on stage.

Kenny says

I've been on a Chekhov binge this year comparing various translations. Uncle Vanyais the best of thelot,
and | am looking forward to reading Annie Baker's trand ation more than any other.

Ahmed | brahim says
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Lyn says

Uncle Vanya was completed by Russian playwright, author and doctor Anton Chekhov in 1897 and first
produced in Moscow in 1899. This fairly complicated interaction between a group of people, secluded in a
country estate is filled with dramatic irony and with overwhelming themes of introspection, ennui and
dashed hopes. To say it is bleak would be like saying Conan O’ Brien can be a snarky smart ass.

But thisis Russian drama, so some darkness can be expected, even anticipated. | wonder if long, cold winter
nights of cabin fever will just get to you.
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An dlitist professor and his much younger trophy wife have returned to visit the country estate that keeps him
up. Residing there and maintaining the estate is his daughter from his deceased first wife and his former
brother-in-law, along with a country doctor and a handful of other folks. The professor is self centered and
petulant, hiswife isdisillusioned, Uncle Vanyais tiresome but rightfully indignant and his niece Sonyais
disconsolate from rejections both real and imagined.

Essentialy, everyoneis unhappy and melancholy and Chekhov has created an atmosphere of mercurial
unease and unrest; a black comedy with frayed edges.

Actualy, about half way through, it occurred to me that thisread like aWoody Allen film and | wondered if
he had ever directed Uncle Vanya. I'll be damned if he had in fact made a modernized adaptation, the 1987
film September, starring Mia Farrow and Elaine Stritch. | pulled up Netflix and watched, noting that Allen
had made some distinct changes, atered the gender and relational complexities some, but had maintained the
overall sense of disquietude.

Boil some potatoes, have ready atall bottle of Stolichnaya and enjoy.

I ssa Deerbany says
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M. says

Just this.

"We must live our lives. Yes, we shal live, Uncle Vanya. We shall live through the long procession of days
before us, and through the long evenings; we shall patiently bear the trials that fate imposes on us; we shall
work for others without rest, both now and when we are old; and when our last hour comes we shall meet it
humbly, and there, beyond the grave, we shall say that we have suffered and wept, that our life was bitter,
and God will have pity on us. Ah, then dear, dear Uncle, we shall see that bright and beautiful life; we shall
rejoice and look back upon our sorrow here; atender smile--and--we shall rest. | have faith, Uncle, fervent,
passionate faith. We shall rest. We shall rest. We shall hear the angels. We shall see heaven shining like a
jewel. We shall seeall evil and all our pain sink away in the great compassion that shall enfold the world.
Our life will be as peaceful and tender and sweet as acaress. | have faith; | have faith. My poor, poor Uncle
Vanya, you are crying! Y ou have never known what happiness was, but wait, Uncle Vanya, wait! We shall
rest. We shall rest!We shall rest.”
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

Uncle Vanya (Russian: ???? ????, trandlit. Dyadya Vanya) is a play by the Russian playwright Anton
Chekhov. It was first published in 1898 and received its Moscow premiére in 1899 in a production by the
Moscow Art Theatre, under the direction of Konstantin Stanislavski. The play portrays the visit of an elderly
professor and his glamorous, much younger second wife, Y elena, to the rural estate that supports their urban
lifestyle. Two friends—Vanya, brother of the professor's late first wife, who has long managed the estate,
and Astrov, the local doctor—both fall under Y elena’s spell, while bemoaning the ennui of their provincial
existence. Sonya, the professor's daughter by hisfirst wife, who has worked with Vanyato keep the estate
going, suffers from her unrequited feelings for Dr. Astrov. Matters are brought to a crisis when the professor
announces hisintention to sell the estate, Vanya and Sonya's home, with aview to investing the proceeds to
achieve a higher income for himself and hiswife

Baktash Mohammadian says
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Davide says

Perturbar e assopiti acquereli

| quattro atti di Djadja Vanja sono definiti Scene di vita di campagna (e rielaborano qual cosa che ?echov
aveva scritto quando non aveva ancora trent'anni, nel 1889).

L'ambientazione & una proprietadi campagnarussa (lavilla di Serebrjakov), dove la normalita della «noiosa,
stupida, sudicia» vitadi provincia (cosi la definisce uno dei personaggi) € stata sovvertita da qualche tempo
dallapresenza del professore di arte in pensione, Aleksandr Serebrjakov, capriccioso e dispotico,
accompagnato dalla giovane seconda moglie, Eléna Andréevna, che ha solo ventisette anni.

Normamenteil professore vive in citta, e in campagna rimangono Sonja, lafiglia avuta dalla primamoglie,
e appunto zio Vanja, cioe lvan Petrovi? Vojnizkij, fratello della defunta primamoglie, con lamadre Maria
Vasilievna (personaggio di contorno, sempre immersa nellalettura di opuscoli, con la senile volonta di
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istruirsi, cheidolatrail professore e chiamail figlio Jean). Il personaggio esterno, maamico di famigliaeil
dottore, Michail Lvovic Astrov, fin da subito presentato nel dialogo con la vecchia balia Marina come bello,
interessante, ma ormai invecchiato, provato dal duro lavoro che daanni trascinain quella provinciae dalla
coscienzadi essere diventato anche lui un “bislacco” come quelli che disprezzaintorno a sé; anzi arrivaa
sostenere che «la condizione normale dell’ uomo é di esser bislacco».

Il dottore € impegnato nel preservare le foreste e dalle sue parole soprattutto emerge I'immagine di un
enorme sfacelo che incombe tutt'intorno all’ ambito chiuso della scena nellavilla: un mondo di malattie e di
lavoratori poveri, maanche di distruzione dell’ ambiente causata da miope sopravvivenza, senza nemmeno la
spintadi un’evoluzione “industriale”’. Si sta distruggendo tutto, natura e animali; I’uomo non crea nullama
distrugge quello che gli viene affidato.

C'éinfine ancora un personaggio di contorno, il parassita Teléghin, proprietario impoverito, debole, che ha
perdonato lamoglie che |’ halasciato per un atro e ha mantenuto i figli non suoi.

In questo microcosmo provvisorio di rapporti interpersonali, assediato dall'interno dalla forza ineluttabile
delladelusione e dall'esterno da questi accenni catastrofici, si srotola una catena di innamoramenti
impossibili: Vanjaama Elena; Sonja, brutta e devota, € innamorata del dottore, il quale asuavoltas
invaghisce della bella Elena, che definisce una «rusalca» (rusalka, divinita femminile legata fiumi e laghi;
una“ondina’).

rusalche secondo Ivan Kramskoi, 1871

Daqui laletturadi Ripellino, tuttain chiave di opposizione tragli angeli (Sonja, Vanja) ei demoni (Elena, il
professore): «Cosi un clown e una rusal ca perturbano un assopito acquerelo».

Ho giafatto fin troppo riassuntone e ovviamente non dird nulla su come si evolve questa situazione
potenziale.

Dico solo che I'attrazione, cio che si desidera, piu ancora che l’amore in sé, € I'immagine di unavita piena,
sensata, che riscatti ogni delusione:

«capisci, sefosse possibile vivereil resto dellavitain qualche modo, in un modo nuovo. Svegliarsi in un
limpido, quieto mattino e sentire che la vitaricomincia di nuovo, che tutto il passato e dimenticato esi e
dissolto comeil fumo (Piange)».

A questo risponderalatiratafinae di Sonja, di un'efficace eloquenza un po’ ubriaca, dove troviamo le parole
pit famose della piéce in risposta alla domanda «Che fare?»
Manon le trascrivo...

Ci sono rivelazioni e scontri. Ci sono atti mancati. E c'€il ritorno. Ma e un ritorno al'inizio che stafuori dal
testo, aun prima precedente.

[aggiunta estiva 2017: ieri sera, per strada: ?echov rappresenta the human truth, lifeitself... e penso: che
entusiasmo per la perfezione della quieta disperazione!]
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