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1924. After abrief stint in the business world, Sabatini went to work as awriter. He wrote short storiesin the
1890s, and hisfirst novel came out in 1902. It took Sabatini roughly a quarter of century of hard work before
he attained success with Scaramouche in 1921. This brilliant novel of the French Revolution became an
international bestseller. It was followed by the equally successful Captain Blood in 1922. A prolific writer,
he produced about a book ayear. Mistress Wilding begins: Then drink it thus, cried the rash young fool, and
splashed the contents of his cup full into the face of Mr. Wilding even as that gentleman, on his feet, was
proposing to drink to the eyes of the young fool's sister. See other titles by this author available from
Kessinger Publishing.
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Tasneem says
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Abdullahmd Wasim says

awesome novel. it'stimeto read all of Sabatini's writings.

Marley says

There were afew good comic scenes buried in this, but the story could have benefited from heavy editing.
The main character is rather unsympathetic at the beginning, motivated by a hatred of the woman who
spurned him. While many supporting characters are even more unlikeable, | could read those as deliberate
satirical choices and | entertained myself by mentally casting the roles with whichever British actor | thought
could best pull off the humor. (Can anyone else imagine Stephen Fry in along wig as the sarcastic old Nick
Trenchard?)

The greatest flaw with the story was that Sabatini seemed to assume that the reader would be as versed in,
and as fascinated by, British history as he was. | spent alot of time Googling details about the Monmouth
Rebellion in order to sort out the fictional characters from the dozen or so historical figures who show up
halfway through the book. The first five or six chapters of the story focus on atrivial argument that gets
blown out of proportion. By contrast, an entire battle is later mentioned almost in passing in less than a
paragraph. Sabatini takes it for granted that the reader is already acquainted with "the Bridport affair.”

Two stars feels harsh, but "It was okay," isreally the best | can say for the story.
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L aNae says

Thiswas no Captain Blood, athough the hero may bear some resemblance. Thiswas an interesting historical
novel, set during theill-advised Monmouth Rebellion. Although | enjoy Sabatini's writing in general, the
novel suffered from a somewhat loose plot and some unsympathetic characters. Although Anthony Wilding
and hisfriend Nick were likable and clever characters, most of the other characters were weak and annoying,
particularly the heroine Ruth, or Mistress Wilding. She was far too easily influenced by those she should not
have been, primarily her useless, scheming brother. At least her jeal ous and self-serving cousin Diana had
some backbone.

| found it somewhat ironic that Wilding is so enamored of the wishy-washy Ruth, when he becomes
disillusioned with the Duke of Monmouth for some of the same character flaws. Although Ruth does display
courage at times, it is often too little, too late. Furthermore, these acts of courage usually come after the
urging of some other character rather than due to her own initiative.

My favorite quote: "All timeislove'stime, al places are love's place, and of al time and places the present
ever preferable to the wise-for lifeis uncertain and short at best. | bring you worship, and you answer me
with scorn. But | shall prevail, and you shall come to love mein very spite of your own self.”

If you haven't read Sabatini, start with Captain Blood or Scaramouche, two of my favorite books. This one
didn't quite measure up to those standards.

Imam Hanifa says
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Christen says

Not fabulous. While the hero shows all the marks of Sabatini's future and most famous characters, the plot
dragged and lacked the daring-do we expect from swashbucklers of this period. Wilding seemsto dip out of
situations rather than outsmart or outfight his opponents. Sabatini's heroines were never his strong suit, but
this earlier prototype in Ruth Westmacott was especially pale. Whereas Arabella Bishop and Aline of
Scaramouche show a spark of sense and backbone, Ruth was indecisive, easily duped by al her friends and
relations, and showed the least resistance when you wanted her to grow a spine. She would rush forward in a
fit of nobility, then cringe away from the consequences. | found her irritating.

Biplab Sarker says

Perfect example of love and responsibility...

Donna says

In the days just before England’ s Monmouth Rebellion, Anthony Wilding takes advantage of an insult to
force a marriage with the woman he loves. Wilding regrets his rash action after his commitment to the Duke
of Monmouth separates him from his new bride, but the botched military campaign threatens to make the
new Mistress Wilding awidow — unless arival suitor managesiit first.

There was agood amount of action and humor, along with a running theme of schemes that backfire against
their plotters. The Monmouth Rebellion setting gave things a great sense of tension, and it seemed well-
researched. The historical details were occasionally abit of a drag on the pace during the middle third of the
story. Still, it was great to watch the main characters progress from personal intrigues to small acts of
defiance to full-on rebellion.

Sabatini stories aren’t subtle. His leading men are bold and roguish, but they’ re magnetic despite their
mistakes. It strue that his women are thinly written. It's hard for any of the side characters to match the
larger than life protagonists, though. And at least the heroine acted with far more spirit (and far more
understandabl e reasons) than that annoying brat that | kept hoping The Sea-Hawk would maroon somewhere.

The ending, (view spoiler), was perfect.

Greg says

| haven't had time to read a single book in what feels like months, and I'm determined to make up for every
second of that this summer. Thiswas a good way back - one of my trashy, turgid historical swashbucklers
meant for Edwardian teenage girls. What can | say? | know my tastes. Far from The Sab's best, but a good
ice-breaker for Summer Of Excessive Book-Plowing-Through! It begins.
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Farzana Raisa says

Caroline says

Mistress Wilding by Rafael Sabatini isthe story of Ruth Westmacott and Anthony Wilding. Wilding isa
partisan of the rebellious Duke of Monmouth in 1680s England. Ruth is his reluctant lady-love, whom he
kind of tricks into marrying. Other characters include:

Richard, Ruth’s cowardly brother.

Sir Rowland Drake, gambler and opportunist who wants to marry Ruth.

Nick Trenchard, Wilding's stalwart friend.

Diana, Ruth’s cousin and Wilding supporter, who wantsto marry Sir Rowland.

Thisromance is played against a backdrop of the stratagems and battles between the Catholic King James 1
and hisillegitimate nephew, the Protestant Duke of Monmouth. As such, it illuminates alittle corner of
history that doesn’t get much play today.

Sabatini took the genre of historical fiction and filled it in with shades of gray. His heroes (while clearly
heroes) don’t always behave unselfishly. His villains often have mixed motivations. The Duke of Monmouth
is neither a pristine Protestant champion nor a black-hearted villain rebelling against the king.

He represents a step up from older historical fiction with its clear morals and a step towards a modern,
cynical style. (An exception relates to his heroines, who are usually as pure as anything Dickens wrote).

Still, I did not find Mistress Wilding as interesting as other Sabatini novels. The late 17th century is not an
eral find especially fascinating. The story and characters were fine, but nothing special.
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Sayf says

Melinda Young says

Mistress Wilding isn't Rafael Sabatini's best work, but he is on comfortable turf as he returnsto explore a
different aspect of familiar territory, England's Monmouth Rebellion of 1685, that set in motion one of his
best works, Captain Blood. In short, a man who may or may not be a good guy forces the woman he loves -
but has spurned him based on gossip - to marry him in order to save her brother'slife. There are the usual
misunderstandings, miscommunications, and happy resolutions that mark Sabatini's work. The villains are
only moderately compelling, and there are times when you want to drill some sense into the title character
for her unwavering belief in her unworthy brother, but the final twists and turns make the whole adventure
quite satisfying.

If you start to read the book and get lost in the medias res opening scene, stick with it. The jumble of
characters will eventually make sense.

Donna says

Anthony Wilding is not one of Sabatini's most sympathetic characters, but | like that alot of histroubles are
rooted in his biggest moment of personal weakness. | ended up feeling alot more sympathetic towards Ruth
thistime around, and that last thing Nick does still makes for one of my all-time favorite Sabatini endings.

PDF File: Mistress Wilding... 7



