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G. K. Chesterton's surreal masterpiece is a psychological thriller that centers on seven anarchists in turn-of-
the-century London who call themselves by the names of the days of the week. Chesterton explores the
meanings of their disguised identitiesin what is a fascinating mystery and, ultimately, a spellbinding
allegory.

As Jonathan Lethem remarks in his Introduction, The real characters are the ideas. Chesterton’s nutty agenda
isredly quite simple: to expose moral relativism and parlor nihilism for the devils he believes them to be.
Thiswouldn't be interesting at all, though, if he didn't also show such passion for giving the devil his due. He
animates the forces of chaos and anarchy with every ounce of imaginative verve and rhetorical force in his
body.
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"H B?BA0¢ d1070KEl VO QYO TIAUE TOV TANG?0V Ha¢. Na ayaTtue Kal tov €x0p? pac. Mibav?rata
ETEID? TPKELTAL VI TA Dla ?TOpA".?
G. K. Chesterton.

"O VOPWIDG TIOL TOV 7Agyav MUt ,€Val pia TPAROA? ATIOO?UNCN G TNE TIPOYUOTIK 2TNTAC.

Mia 10Top?0 HLBOTAOC?0C UE KOVOTIK? EIPWVED,
X102U0P, VTOVOUC KOIVUIVIKO?C OXOAIOOTUO?
KOl E0QU?0TATN KPITIK? A@EPNUAVWV 10EV KAl EVWOI'N.

Map?AANAQ, TO AVTOOTIK? TAA?010 €?A1ENC,N AYwVI20NC TIAOK 2,01 CLVEXE?C AVATPOTIZC,0l
HETAQUOIK?C avalnNT?0€1G KAl Ol Y2QUPEC AVAUECT OTA A1 V1A O?MOAN TNE AVOPWIT?INTAC HOG
00NYONV O V0 TOE 20l PUE AVWOTO TPOOPIOU?.

O To?0TepToV adOP@ OR?TNTa BAV?010¢ APNYNT?C LE TIPWTOTIOPIAK ?C KAl SlOPATIK?C IKAVTNTEC
OK2UNG, YP?PEL VA ?2py0 EEITIANVOVTAC PIAOCO@ K ? K20 aVT?0€0T) TIOU GLUVDEL XU OTIK? KOl AVapXa
ME TN {Ww?,TOV LAIK? K200 KAl TIC AV 2T PKTEC IGOPPOTI?EC TWV EVVOLV KAl TWV LUV ZUEWV.

OMAIOUVOC PE PLO TTVO YER?TN BITPI?ALEA?0CETAL UE VECN KAl EUKOA?0 ATIO TNV KWHWO?A 0TV
TPOYWO?0 YP2POVTAC HE ATA? KOl KATAVONT? TP?IO A TAVGVOETO AAANYOPIK? 10TOP?0 21OV
T?1MoTa OV €A1 AULT? TIOUV EAVETAL.

OIKOOOUE? UE AOYOTEXVIK? TIPWTOTLTT?N TO OIKOAZUNUA TOU K?0UOU XT?2LOVTAC Y2PUPEC |COPPOTIZAC
ov?ueca oto "eAval'kal 2t daTnpe? 1o "eval.

Av?2ueoca otnv "T?%n"Kal Tov "K?0U40", o€ 211 0dNYye? ATO TNV

"aA?0e10" atnv "emmotun”

KOl oTnV apx? mou Tny?¢el aTo 1o "ov" Kal tn "y7on".

(MA?twvac).

?101,@UVOVE OTNV Ta?TIoN

QVAPXIKV-0TOE 20 C-KATAOTPOP?C KAl

OOTUVOUIKV-00@?AEIAC-TZNC.

N?U0¢ KOl THPAVOU?A, KOA? KOl KOK?,0p0OTIK? KAl YEAO?0, ?0TIPO KAl LA ?P0.

2Aa dLO APEIC. A0 TIOPE?0VTAL VAPXD KAl LOLPO?0,eV7? ?XEl XOOE? K0 100PPOTI2U KOl ETUKPOTE?
QOLVOH?0 KATAV?NONG TNG OAPBEI0C,TNE OVOPWI 2¢,TNG OLKEI 2TNTAC, TN G OY?1M ¢,TOV EVvBOLOIaO0?
KOl TOU SITTO? p?A0U TIOU HOLPO 20 YEVWIL2TAL E K70 2T pén.
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H ouvo?a €val va KATAA?BOLUE TG TIP?TEL VO KOIT?UE Kal TIG dU0 TINELP?G 0 K78 "Eval" og K20e
"aya 0?7, 20TE va EPUNVE?OOVUE TN Y70N HAC KOI VO KOTAVO?00UE TOV EAUT? LG L20W TV PAAGV
E7KOAA KOl OTIA?.

Na yepup?00Uupe 2 0 T XKpPA...

«MTIOPE?G VA TIEIG OTIO TO TIOT?PL TOU ?rua gy?;»

Aa BIBA?0 TIOV PUTIOPE? VA EPUNVEVTE? UE 2TEIPOUE GLVOVATUO?C TP2TIV..

KaA? avyvwon!!
MoAAO?¢ aoTIOUO (!

Carmen says

Through all this ordeal hisroot horror had been isolation, and there are no words to express the abyss
between isolation and having one ally. It may be conceded to the mathematicians that four is twice two. But
two is not twice one; two is two thousand times one. That iswhy, in spite of a hundred disadvantages, the
world will always return to monogamy. 45%

Okay, alot of what | have to say about this book will be spoilers. | am going to hide the spoilers.
First, let's examine what | can say without spoilers.

Ostensibly, thisis abook about an undercover policeman who infiltrates a group of anarchists. It was
published in 1908. Remember when anarchists were a thing? Remember Sacco and Vanzetti?

Chesterton is agood author. He is skilled at keeping his reader engaged. | kept chuckling, | kept gasping. |
was pretty riveted. Things kind of fall apart at the end, but overall it's a fascinating little novel.

Chesterton is also quite funny. Thisbook isn't dry, it's very amusing. | laughed out loud more than once.
This book reminded me of:

Invasion of the Body Snatchers

A Wrinklein Time

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland

And many others, but those stick out.

There'salot of great quips, alot of great observations about life, and the book moves at afast and interesting
pace.

Now let's get to some of the spoilers:

(view spoiler)
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Chesterton sees the enemy as The Rich.

"You've got that eternal idiotic idea that if anarchy came it would be from the poor. Why should it? The poor
have been rebels, but they have never been anarchists; they have more interest than anyone else in there
being some decent government. The poor man really has a stake in the country. The rich man hasn't; he can
go away to New Guinea in a yacht. The poor have sometimes objected to being governed badly; the rich
have always objected to being governed at all. Aristocrats were always anarchists..." 67%

There's more like this sprinkled through the book. Poor people are workers and honest and Christian, the rich
are lazy and immoral and bored. We have moreto fear from the rich, who don't care about God, government,
and their fellow human beings than we do from poor people who are simply trying to live.

TL ;DR - Quite an amusing and strange little book. Where it ends up may not please you, Chesterton does get
alittle (view spoiler), but | thought it was overall enjoyable and rather charming. It's weird, but Chesterton
also has agreat sense of humor.

Like any man, he was coward enough to fear great force; but he was not quite coward enough to admire it.
32%

Dan Schwent says

The Man Who Was Thursday reads like P.G. Wodehouse writing from a Phillip K. Dick plot while on a
Nyquil bender. It begins with two poets arguing in the park about whether poetry is more akin to law or
anarchy. It turns out that the poet espousing anarchy is actually a member of an anarchist soceity and takes
Syme, the other poet, to their meeting place to prove it after avow of secrecy. Symeis actually a member of
an anti-anarchy branch of Scotland Y ard and usurps Gregory's spot as the new Thursday in the Council.

Gabriel Symestellsthe story of his own recruitment into Scotland Y ard by a philosopher policeman and goes
on to infiltrate the Council of Days, each one taking the name of a day of the week.

None of the Council members are what they seemed at first glance. About halfway through, | was convinced
none of them were actually anarchists.

I'm alittle torn between whether | like this better than The Napoleon of Notting Hill. They probably really
shouldn't be compared since they're different kinds of books.

Nancy says

A very original, wonderfully quirky, thought-provoking little book about an English detective who infiltrates
agroup of anarchists. Part fantasy, part mystery, part philosophical, lots of Christian symbolism that is not
apparent until later in the book, but you don't have to be a Christian to enjoy it. There is so much going on
here that | will have to reread it at some point.
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Chrissays

I lost my backpack thanks to this book.

It was years and years ago, probably my first winter in Japan, and 1'd picked up this book at Maruzen. | had
heard about Chesterton, mainly from the dedication page of Pratchett and Gamian's Good Omens (" The
authors would like to join the demon Crowley in dedicating this book to the memory of G.K. Chesterton. A
man who knew what was going on.") and the title looked weird enough to be entertaining. So, | was reading
the book on thetrain, as| often do, and | had my backpack on the floor between my feet. When the train got
to my station, | stood up, still reading, and walked off.

It wasn't until | had to put the book down again to eat that | realized | no longer had my backpack.

Thiswas no small problem, either - the bag had alot of important stuff in it, not the least of which was my
Palm Pilot with all my friends' addresses on it. There were also about two dozen Christmas cards in there,
along with other various and sundry things. And it was a good bag, too.

Long story short (too late), | never got the bag back. The staff at my school, and even one of the students,
were kind enough to call the Keihan lost & found afew timesto see if anyone had turned it in, but with no
luck. And whoever got it didn't do the obvious thing and look at the return address on every single one of
those Christmas cards, nooo....

Ahem. I'm over it. Redlly.

My point is this: beware the seductive power of this book. Beware the enchantments laid upon it, and the
dreamlike web that it weaves. For if you let it, this book will enrapture you, and gods help you if that
happens.

The story is one that sucks you in amost from the first page, when two passionate poets argue the worth and
detriment of society. Should it be torn down, and let chaos reign in the world? Is order the true glory of
humanity, the crowning jewel of mankind? Should the existing paradigm by praised or destroyed, and is he
who advocates the path of anarchy true to that path?

From that moment, that confrontation of poet-philosophers, we are drawn into adark heart of true anarchy,
where no one can be trusted to be who he appears to be. And not even the protagonist himself can be
absolutely sure where his path will end.

Needless to say, | think this book was awesome on many levels. The whole thing reads like a dream, moving
in and out of locales with odd fluidity, and it's honestly hard to put it down. It has a great cast of characters,
each one distinct and interesting and worth your attention, and a great ending that, while not making awhole
lot of sense, is entirdly fitting.

What's really interesting is the modern applicability of this story. Its major themeis that of law versus
anarchy, and when Chesterton wrote this back one hundred years ago in 1908 the anarchist movement was
seen as ared threat. These people were not the angry kids, spray-painting Anarchy signs all over the place
and listening to punk rock. The fringe radicals of the Anarchist movement advocated violence. They liked
dynamite and struck terror in the hearts of the citizenry, much in the way that terrorists still do today. And
like modern terrorists, they were driven by atwisted and dark ideology which placed their own motivations
above society. In the world that Chesterton has made, the Law is in a perpetual battle with the forces of
chaos, the dark and shadowy enemies who are always out to destroy us.
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Sound familiar?

The hunt for terroristsis a great plot for any writer, and hundreds of them - good and bad - have used this
trope as away of telling a story. Chesterton, however, reached into the heart of that idea and found the
uneasy twist that we are not always willing to deal with. He found the Nietzschean paradox about what
happens when you battle monsters, and saw that it could very well be true. He has shown usthat it is
dangerous to act without knowing the truth, even if the truth isn't what you want it to be.

Neil and Terry wereright - Chesterton knew what was going on. Thisbook isjust asrelevant today asit was
acentury ago, even if Chesterton never meant it to be. No matter what the subtitle to the book may be, and
no matter how he may have meant it, the book is still valuable to us. Well worth reading.

K.D. Absolutely says

Thisismy first book by G. K. Chesterton (1874-1036) and | am very much impressed. Thisis one of the
classic books included in the 501 Must-Read Books so | bought it three years ago but | only read this now
because a good friend wanted to borrow this book.

Thisisastory of aundercover detective called Syme who joins Europe's Central Anarchist Council to
infiltrate and fight against the growing anarchist movement. The central council members are named after
the days of the week so when Syme joins, he gets the name "Thursday." He however, later finds out that out
of the other six members, five are also undercover detectives like him. The only one who isn't is the head of
the council called "Sunday." Or so Chesterton made us readersto believe so.

Basically a detective novel, thisis also partly political thriller, horror, comedy, romance and Christian
alegory. | think this beautiful blending of genre worked quite well asit did not leave any of the pages boring
and uneventful. Most of the genres you can explicitly recognize while reading for example the comedic
flavor isin those scenes involving hot-air balloon chase and a high-speed el ephant pursuit towards the end.
However, the Christian alegory is something that you have to deduce. For example, the revelations of the
true character of the council membersis similar to finding out that we are all sinners despite the fact that we
project ourselves to always be morally upright and spiritually enlightened. The character of the |leader made
me think of him as Jesus and his 6 council members are among his 12 disciples. However, these are just my
interpretations as | know other readers have their own and | cannot blame them since this multi-genre book is
definitely multi-layered despite its brevity and simplicity in style.

I will definitely need to read more Chesterton books. Thanks to Berto for bringing the author to my attention.

Eliasdgian says

O MK2UTPIEA ZA, HUOTIK?C AOTUVOUIK?G, OTIOKP?TITOVTOC TNV OANBIV? TOU TAUTINTA, EKAETAL
pH?A0¢ Tou Eupwr?k0? Kevipiko? ZuPBOUA?0U Twv AVapXIKA. O Z2AY yVeTal Va an? 1a ema?
H?AN 1O CUVWHOTIK 2 KOAEKT?BAC TIOU ?XEl B?0€l WG OT?X0 VA KATAOTPAPEL TOV K200,
avativZovtag tov Ta?p0 tn¢ Pwo?a¢ Katl tov Mp?2edpo tn¢ MaAAIK?¢ Anpokpat?a¢. Moto? oTou
OUVWUOTIKO?C KAVVEC Ol ETIT? AVAPXIKO? ATOKOAOVTAI PMETAE? TOUC 210G Ol NL?PEC TNC
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EROOUDAC. O ZAU EMVAL 0 VOPWIOG TIOL TOV ZAgyav M2urn.

O Z2Y, UG, &ev €VAI 0 HOVADIK?¢ LUOTIK?C AOTUVOULK?G TNG 10TOP?0G. M 200 aTT? aT?00VEC
OUUTIT?0€EIC KI EVTUTIWOLIAK? TP?D0EEC OKNV?C KATADOWENC, L0 TIPOC 170 Ol [L20KEC TLAPTOLV,
OTIOKOA?ITTOVTOC TO OANBIV? TIP?0WTO Twv avOp?rwv TV ToUg PAeyav Asut?pa, Tp?tn, TET?pTN,
M2uran kot Z2BPato. Mvov 0 VBpwrog Tou Asy?tav Kuptak?, o M?yog MNp?edpog tou
ZUMBOVA?0L, 0 €XBP?C TNC TZNC KAL TNC OCGP?PAELNG, N OVT?PPOTH dVAUN TIOU AVOTIAPEVKTA
UTT?PXEl TIPOKEIVOU TO G2UTIAV VA ICOPPOTE?, OEV 2XEI AVAKN TA TPOCWIE?A.

«O?AETE VA U?OETE TI E2UL, AUT? O B?AETE;... 2UWC OAC A?wW ?T1 Ba Bpe?te TNV AA?0e1a
TOU TEAEUTO?0L OVTPOU KO TOU TIO ATT?HOKPOL O?VVEQOU, TIPIV L?0ETE TNV OA 010
yia p?va. Oa KaTaA?BeTe TN 6?2A0000 Ki €y? B 60 THPAUE?VW 2va a2VIyua? Ba
EPPETE TI €VAL T AOT?pIa KAl eV B §?PETE TI €201 EY?? ATT? TN Y?VVNON TOU K200,
HE KLVNYO?V ?A01 0OV TOV A?KO —BOCIAI?06C KOl 0O@O?, TDINT?C KAl VOULOB?TEC, ?AEC Ol
EKKANO?eC KAl ?A01 Ol @A?00@O1. Ag [’ ?X0UV T1?0€l ?UWC OK?UA KOl TO oup?via Ba
TI?200LV TNV £TOX? TIOL B e TOUK 200UV,

MaaoTtopl? 0TO A0 KAl TIG TEPIYPO PG, TIIPOAOE 2TNTEC XWP?C T?A0C, UTIHIVIKTIK?C avVa@op?¢ oTNV
TOAITIK? TROYUATIK?TNTA TNE NTE?POL MO OTO UTI TOL EIKOATO? Ol VA KAl OWPE?A GUUBOAICUN.
KaA?¢ ?ploa oTov Hoyik?, Tap?00&0 K200 Tou G.K. Chesterton!

BaBuoAoy?a: @7\l KAl p2INUA;

Matthias says

Thisbook is on my favorite shelf but was missing areview, even though | loved it from the very first time |
encountered it.* Timeto set things straight.

"The Man Who Was Thursday: A Nightmare" is a unique book, that starts as a spy novel with avery
compelling premise of underground anarchists, a mysterious police force and a game of hide-and-seek.
Pretty early on there's shimmers of philosophical ramblings that will grow into an overpowering element
later in the book. A tablein abar that turns out to be an elevator way down to the anarchists local
headquartersis the beginning of the spy-novel-ride getting bumpier, wilder and certainly stranger.

Soon you'll find that nothing is what it seems. The anarchists are mysterious and darkly looming, and you
dread being there when their plans and identities are exposed. But it's the mission at hand to unmask these
devils and as Gabriel Syme, the protagonist poet-detective, walks closer to his goal his steps become aglide
and he slowly seemsto lose control over where he's going to. Things get weirder and the tumble down the
rabbit hole gains in pace. Elephants give chase to hot-air balloons through English landscapes and snow
starts falling on summer days. And so the book itself turnsinto something that you'd never expect it to, given
the way the stage was set. Sure, it says so in thetitle: "anightmare”, but it's often quite funny and not really
scary enough to fall under that category. Anarchists have lost some of their fear-factor since the time this
book was written, so | imagine it must have been more of a nightmare to Chesterton's original readership.
This book doesn't scare like a nightmare does, not until Sunday gets in the picture, that is.

By the end of the book | wasn't quite sure how the hell | got there or even where | was, but | loved theride.
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Magical realism, philosophy, humour and avery sharp pen al in one book, and it seems to be well ahead of
itstime. All thisis coming from an author who's mostly known for books on Christian orthodoxy, whichin
itself seemed somehow surprising, even though Christian philosophy is clearly present, especially towards
the end. But it'snot dry at al, not at al like how | would have expected someone preaching orthodoxy to
deliver his message.

Additionally, the idea of having weekdays as codenames somehow strikes an enormous chord with me. It
just seems all the more sinister by using these everyday codenames**. | wonder if thisis where the Reservoir
Dogs got their inspiration from, or if it really wasjust M&M's and Skittles. All | can say isthat the title alone
completely hooked me, and I'm glad it did, because the rest of the story reeled mein.

* My first encounter with this novel was through avideo game, Deus Ex. I'm adding this reference because it
introduced me to many books, such as Gravity's Rainbow (Pynchon, which | haven't read yet), Underworld
(DeLillo, not read yet either) and The Napoleon of Notting Hill (written by Chesterton as well).

The Man Who Was Thursday in particular was presented in this game with small excerpts of dialogues,
whose power and intriguing nature even as stand-al one pieces of text completely won me over.

** Pun intended

Fergus says

The madcap adventures of a mild-mannered Scotland Y ard investigator who has stumbled onto an Anarchist
plot in Edwardian London, but can't reveal it to anyone. Substitute "terrorist” for "anarchist”, substitute
"post-Brexit" for "Edwardian" London, and you have the makings of arollicking good yarn.

And Chesterton delivers!
Being Catholic, he has an acute eye for pure evil - which sobriquet precisely fits this odd and ornery
assortment of bad guys. And he expertly holds our attention to the end, a dénouement which istruly

apocalyptic - in the best religious sense of the word.

It is no wonder that Chesterton called it a"nightmare"... but a nightmare that's loads of fun!

Praj says

“Humanity crushed once again’. ‘50 dead, 120 injured’. ‘ Grave face of terror strikes again’. Familiar
headlines scream through the pages of the newspapers each time a bomb goes off annihilating blameless
lives. Through teeth gritting resilience, public outcry resonates through the deafened ears of failed
intelligence and faith in the state’ s law and order hangs by athin string. As the weeks pass by rapid sketches
of the alleged bombers, email links, forensic reports, collected evidence from the attacked ground and
pictures of rehabilitating victims are splashed across the dailies. If by any chance the investigation comes
through, anonymous visages covered with black rags are photographed outside the courtroom, readied for
trial procedures, which may go on for months, maybe even years. As the days go by, life returns to normalcy
(yes! It isatricky word); everything is forgotten and the news fade until once again “humanity is crushed”
by another dastardly attack. The analytical carnival starts once again. Thisisthetime| dearly wish we had
‘philosophical policemen’ just like Chesterton describes in his book. Policemen- (officers of law), who
would discover the book of sonnets and verses from where the crimes will be committed; those that
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recognize the intricate web of intellectual crimes. The derivation of dreadful thoughts- the human mind, so
malicious and cal culating camouflaged within an affluent, composed and erudite exterior. It isthat very
egocentric brainpower which churns out sadistic alterations from harmless verses and then picks vulnerable
actors to craft that design into realism.

“Evil philosopher isnot trying to alter things but to annihilate them”.

This book is more than amere plot of undercover detectives and their clandestine exploration of the Secret
anarchist Councilmen. Chesterton pens that a small time criminal is more of agood person. Hisaim isto
eradicated only a certain obstacle and not annihilate the edifice. What caught my eye in one of the chapters
was the elucidation of stereotyping poverty to rebellious festering.

“You've got that eternal idiotic ides that if anarchy came it would come from the poor. Why should it? The
poor been rebels, but they have never been anarchists; they have more interest than anyone else in there
being some decent government. The poor man really has a stake in the country. The rich man hasn't; he can
go away to New Guinea in a yacht. The poor have sometimes objected to being governed badly; therich
have always objected to being governed at all. Aristocrats are always anarchists; as you can see fromthe
baron’swars’ .

When a bomber or an active terrorist is caught, he mostly turns out to be from an impoverished background,
where his ravenous mind and mislaid faith is manipulated to find refuge in an illusionary godly abode. These
are mere actors for crying out loud, chosen by the scheming selfish elements who are coward enough to
remain behind the backstage curtains. The affluent as elucidated in this narration are the ones to be feared.
They have an abundance of monetary resources, have sheltering capacity in far away lands, if need be and
have a mind that concocts the unexpected. Where do you think the enormous funds come for fertilizing
terror? | do not want elucidate detailed reports of various pathways of monetary funds wired to definite cults
or “charitable” institutions that ultimately fund the immoral actions. But, the currency sure is not a bequest
from the poor or some excise complements from our paychecks. The respective courtesy comes from those
societal fundamentals that remain unscathed or unfazed by decree. Who do you suppose manages the
advanced scientific technologies in various bombing devices? The knowledgeable elite, isn’t it? The erudite
or should | say the créme de la créme of religious preachers who instead of spreading peace and equality
mani pul ates vulnerabl e populace digging their raw wounds every time through words that revolt in their
bleeding wounds? | could go on and on, as it angers me to see such naivety among the elements of law and
order or purposefully turning a blind eye on the so-called modernists who may be responsible in concocting
the ongoing mayhem of lawlessness. Why couldn’t there be some * philosophical policemen’ herein Indiaor
any place that incessantly playsthe role of a powerless victim?

Chapter 4- The Tale of the Detective is the deciding chapter that outlines infinitesimal details of who Gabriel
Symereally is. Syme sneaks his way into a clandestine council of seven men, each named after aday of the
week. Syme becomes the inevitable Thursday though a pact he made with Lucian Gregory ,a poet and atrue
anarchist. Fear catches with Syme as his path deepensinto the sinister world of the other six council men; the
President being the most feared of all. Chesterton throws alight on various aspects of fear that thrives within
and outside us. Werebel against the only side that corrupts us. What makes a mutineer and destroy the very
notion of survival? Wetry and run from fear and pain, until one eventually catches up and makes us
susceptible to uncouth rudiments that shelter our mental nakedness. It is the most treacherous survival, if
every time we need proof of familiarity to feel safe. When fear caught up with Syme suffocating his senses,
he would feel protected only if ablue card ( a source of identification given to every policemen in England)
was shown to him. How vulnerable was Symeto live in aworld of treachery and deceit? Makes me think of
al the trepidation we feel every time we walk outside our homes or travel; the security checks, the sense of
familiarity that we seek in bloodcurdling situations, the proof of safety that we search or reveal; spinsaweb
of utter vulnerability that looms within the safest corners of our thoughts. The Man Who Was Thursday isa
treasure that needs to be dug up by reading between the lines of a puzzling narrative to know what
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Chesterton isredlly saying.
“Revolt in itsabstract can berevolting. It islike vomiting.”
Lastly, if everything leads to God and when nature if dissected reveals the face of God, then should | assume

that evil isillusionary? |s malevolence the creation of couple menacing minds? If God means endurance then
why is such mutinous extermination carried in God' s name after all?

Evgeny says

A buddy readswith my friends Carmen, Jeff, and Ginger - if she ever decidestojoin.
Thetrueratingis2.5 stars.

The plot isimpossible to describe. All readers agree that thisis a psychological thriller. Thisisthe only point
commonly agreed on. In any case the books starts with two poets arguing whether poetry should serve the
law or anarchy - in other words, atypical first world problem.

Very quickly we move onto international conspiracy and after this all the way into bizarre and way beyond.
Think Alice in Wonderland written while high on heavy drugs.

| always use this book as a proof that at the time it was published the drugs (the mind-altering kind) were
freely available from any pharmacy.

In my humble opinion Agatha Christie was one of the best mystery writers and was simply unrivaled when it
came to complicated fair mysteries. It isaso my opinion that when it came to international conspiracy / spy
mysteries The Dame of Mystery always wrote mediocre stuff at best - like somebody was ghostwriting for
her.

It turns out G.K. Chesterton had exactly the same dubious honor. His Father Brown mysteries were
interesting with unusual paradoxes.

His anthology The Man Who Knew Too Much had a fresh approach to a private detective idea. His
international conspiracy The Man Who Was Thursday was afailure.

Please do not get me wrong. The first two thirds of the book were interesting and amusing enough with some
dlight religious undertones. The last third promptly ended up in bizarre zone with readers head being beaten
with a sledgehammer by the religious alusions (for those that did not get it earlier | guess).

So the book is better than 2 stars, but there is no way it isworth 3. | will take the easy way out and declare it
to be 2.5 stars: by no means | regret reading this.
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Paul Bryant says

They say that LSD was first synthesisterised in 1938, so it couldn't be that. But opium was imbibed in British
society as we know from Thomas de Quincy up to Sherlock Holmes, so I'm going with opium.

This strange novel is a phantasmagoria which begins as a surrealistic spoof of Boy's-Own detective
adventures in which our hero infiltrates the central council of the evil anarchists who are bent on destroying
human society. Gathering more absurd elements (el ephant chases through central London, medieval dance
raves), it ends up as some kind of incoherent religious parable. The only sense | could make of it was that the
message is Hindu - all of the world isdivine, al of theworld is God, all of the world is God dancing
joyously with herself. That's about it, if anyone can nail it down more than that, I'm all ears.

As| read this, two things struck me, aside from thinking GK Chesterton's cocoa had been spiked with acid - |
thought of an Arthur Penn movie from 1966 called The Chase, which begins conventionally and gets weirder
and wilder asit progresses - must see that one again. And | thought that I've never come across so many
beardsin asingle novel - maybe GK was amale facia hair fetishist - every character, and they're ALL men,
has their beard or lack of beard carefully noted, so many beards there are that each time | opened my copy |
thought | heard sociologists singing folk songs.

In one word : bonkers.

Jonathan Terrington says

The Man Who Was Thursday is my first venture into the writing of G.K. Chesterton having discovered the
existence of thiswriter earlier in the year. Of course thefirst | heard of him was in reference to his Father
Brown stories, one volume of which | have on my to read stack. | then heard that his most recognised book is
this one, so naturally | organised to read it.

The Man Who Was Thursday istruly aclassic detective tale, yet it isalso an alegory. | didn't realise the
book was an allegory when | begun reading until | read up on the book and discovered that fact. However on
finishing this book | can clearly see the alegorical nature of this book.

What did | love about this book? | loved the whit and humour in the writing. | loved the philosophical asides
in the novel and the way in which G.K. Chesterton views humanity. | loved the uniqueness of this book. |
may have seen the plot twists way before they happened but | still found everything else wholly unique.

The plot of this novel follows one man, a Philosophica Policeman/Poet as he goes undercover to infiltrate a
bizarre group of anarchists. These anarchists each have a name of the week as their title and the main
protagonist, Gabriel Syme, is given thetitle of Thursday. However he quickly discoversthat it may be harder
to hide who heisin the group than he realises as he discovers some surprises about the anarchists
themselves. Asfor the alegory of the book? It seemed to me that G.K. Chesterton was suggesting that
Christian believers are undercover agentsif you will in the world and must go nearer to the devil at times
than they do. What | mean by that isthat | know of churches that believed dancing or drinking slightly was
an evil and | think G.K. Chesterton is saying that Christian believers need to be less aloof and religious and
more down to earth. That iswhat | saw in this book anyway...

| will admit | didn't 'get’ the entirety of this book. Maybe study would be needed to fully grasp the hidden
complexity of thisnovel. Do | recommend it for everyone? Not for everyone. | recommend it for those who
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like an alegory, amystery or alaugh. | recommend it for those who want to read about the many faces we as
humans wear to hide our true identities from the anarchists around us.

Postscript:

Others have suggested that the book was about people experiencing pain and hurt in order to also experience
joy. I may have to re-read this book or those sections. Isit dated? A little, but still highly readable. It's very
surreal and crazy, still can't stop thinking about it's ending and what it all means...

Post-postscript:

| have since reading this days ago discovered more about G.K. Chesterton. He's apparently a noted literary
theorist, poet, novelist, short story writer, afriend of George Bernard Shaw, influencer of C.S.Lewiswith his
apologetics work and witty journalist. He is known as the 'prince of paradox'. | ook forward to reading more
of hiswork!

Nikos Tsentemeidis says

Ti BIpA?0!

Idlo@u?a o Chesterton, cav voag¢ ?ANo¢ Pessoa ? Pirandello

L aura says

The question "What is your favorite book?' has always been impossible for me to answer, but thisis the only
book | have ever felt comfortable defaulting to. I've read it at least a half a dozen times since | discovered a
copy of it in aused bookstore when | was in middle school; | will probably reread it a dozen more in the next
ten years. | get something different out of it every timel reread it.

The story itself makes no sense, until you come back to the subtitle: A Nightmare. Like adream, or a
nightmare, there is athread of sense beneath the nonsense, and the mad escapades of the Supreme Anarchist
Council are some how more deeply real even in their absurdity. One could call the story a parable, or afable,
but like the costumes worn by the protagonists toward the end of the book, the disguised elements of the
story serve only to reveal more of itsinner truth.

This book isfull of great quotes and is one of the finer examples of Chesterton's witty and unique style of
storytelling. Like quite alot of hisfiction, it is a story with Christian meaning woven into it; it's not
necessary to be a practicing Christian to understand or get something out of the story, but some of the
allegory may escape areader who is unfamiliar with the basics of the book of Genesis.

When | finish this book | always feel alittle bit bewildered, sort of mentally out of breath. | usually end up
reading it in one or two sittings, propelled irresistably toward the fantastic (in the origina sense of the word)
conclusion.

This book defies genre, plot summary, and most attempts at interpretation, so al | can say isthat you should
read it for yourself, and see what you make of it.
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Fernando says

Nuevarelecturaen lo que vadel afio. Habialeido esta novela hace cuatro afios atrés y tenia un vago recuerdo
de ella. S6lo sabia que se trataba de anarquistas y del peculiar persongje principal, el poeta Gabriel Syme.
Realmente me resultd gratamente entretenida. Su accion es constante y yo la considero una verdadera novela
de aventuras en donde nada es |o que parece y los constantes giros de | os acontecimientos hace que € lector
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esté atento alo que pueda llegar a venir.

Cada situacion desemboca en otra totalmente opuestay esto hace que la dindmica de la lectura no se detenga.
Lamanera en la que Chesterton maneja los distintos cambios de ritmo es perfectay es digno de destacar de
este gran autor inglés, que fuera uno de los preferidos de Jorge Luis Borges.

Syme, es un poeta devenido en detective de la policia que debe infiltrarse dentro de una grupo de
anarquistas, todos ellos con una funcion muy particular, que obedecen a mando de un hombre gigantesco
gue se hace llamar Domingo. A cada uno de los anarquistas le correspondera un dia de la semana, titulo un
tanto extrafio pero que se develararecién en el capitulo fina de lanovela

Todo lo que Syme debera descubrir est tefiido por un juego de apariencias hasta el punto que nadie es quien
parece ser y las sospechas e intrigas haran que €l lector divague entre o que Syme ve o lo que é cree que
puedan ser o parecer los distintos personajes del libro.

El tema del anarquismo, muy en boga a principios del siglo XX (lanovelafue publicada en 1908) es el
central y el que manegjatodos | as peripecias que suceden en lanovela.

El anarquismo, junto su pariente inmediatamente anterior y cercano, el nihilismo, aglutind a muchos
hombres que a partir de la negacion de todo poder sembré el panico en gran parte de Europa, especialmente
en paises como Rusia, Irlanda e Inglaterra, tendria su apogeo hasta casi mediados de siglo, en |as épocas en
donde la dinamita se hacia sentir sin anuncio alguno.

Toda la accion, que comienza tranquilamente en una plaza se trasladara a distintas ciudades de Inglaterray
concluird en una misteriosa mansion en donde finalmente quedaran aclaradas (o tal vez no) las dudas que se
le plantean tanto a Gabriel Syme como al lector de esta excelente novela. Dificilmente creo que un lector
pueda aburrirse por como estén planteados los hechos. Paralograrlo, Chesterton, Symey todos los
anarquistas y detectives se embarcan en una aventura trepidante y entretenida.

En un momento de mondlogo y reflexion, Syme exclama"La aventura puede ser loca, pero el aventurero
debe estar cuerdo.”

Luego detantasidasy venidas, corridasy persecuciones, no hay mejor frase para definir qué tipo de novela
es "El hombre que fue jueves".

Paquita Maria Sanchez says

Boy, thiswas really good until it wasn't at all anymore. An intriguing story which suddenly turned into some
sort of muddled message about patriotism? Capitalism? Christianity? Anarchy? Communism? The soul of all
mankind? How redheads are hot and god is fat? Don't know, don't care.

Blah. Skipit.

PattyMacDotComma says

20

Loved the language and loved the beginning. It's like a mad Monty Python story, but it lost me half way
through. And to be fair, the Python crew, Terry Pratchett and others may well have been weaned on tales
from Chesterton, so perhaps he should get more credit.

The main character, Syme, is a detective who isinvited to a secret meeting of anarchists who are preparing to
overthrow governments using bombs. He promises Gregory, the man who invited him, not to divulge
anything of what he says. Gregory, in turn, promises to keep Syme' s police identity secret. Both are
champing at the bit to break their promises, but . . .
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Syme attends a meeting to find the President is called Sunday, and the other members are named after days
of the week, with a convenient vacancy for Thursday. He finds himself elected to be Thursday. Now what? Is
he expected to bomb someone? Where? How?

He finds their next meeting at a very public restaurant breakfast table where they all openly discuss anarchy
and laugh loudly. The theory is that they will be taken for fools and disregarded (which seemsto be true).

In amongst the kind of boys-own action, there is alot of musing and pondering and observing and
pontificating on Life, some of which | quite enjoyed, especially considering this was written over a hundred
years ago.

“Most of the women wer e of the kind vaguely called emancipated, and professed some protest against

male supremacy. Y et these new women would always pay to a man the extravagant compliment which
no ordinary woman ever paysto him, that of listening while heistalking.”

“And it isalways the humble man who talks too much; the proud man watches himself too closely.”

I quite like this explanation of the power of monogamy:

“...therearenowordsto expressthe abyss between isolation and having one ally. It may be conceded
to the mathematicians that four istwice two. But two is not twice one; two is two thousand times one,
That iswhy, in spite of a hundred disadvantages, the world will alwaysreturn to monogamy.”

And I'll leave you with alast one that could explain today’s politics:

“The poor have sometimes objected to being gover ned badly; therich have always objected to being
governed at all.”

| enjoyed Syme' s gradual uncovering of the secret society, but eventualy, the story wore thin. I'm afraid this
doesn't stand up very well against the many years of fantasy and science fiction that have been written since,
but | assume it must have been a cracker of astory in its day.

Lyn says

What...?

What the hell did | just read?

Anarchists and poets. That part was deliciously, rebelliously fun to read. No doubt thisis anovel idea and
Chesterton’ s imagination is superb. The first 30-40 pages were awesome and | thought this could be my next
5 dtar rating. As | began to read this book enthralled; | found myself smiling frequently, laughing often, and
being thoroughly impressed.

Then | found myself lost in an absurdist, magical realism murky realm of steam punk whatthehel???

And then the ending ... a steaming hot cup of
damnediflknowwhatthehel hewasgettingatsomekindof Christianallegory.
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Chesterton’ s mastery of the English language, his rare skill at irony and hisinsidious ability to turn a phrase
are on shining display in this 1908 publication. There are likely English professors out there who will say
this was the best thing since macaroni and cheese.

But not me.
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