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A Devilish Dilemma Judith A. Lansdowne
An Exceptional Young Lady ...And An Earl With A Reputation For Danger

When Miss Minerva Potts cried off her engagement to the self-absorbed Lord Whithall, she vowed not to
marry at all, or if she must, she would choose as the gentlemen obviously did--for comfort, prestige, and
convenience. Then she met Chadwick Brunfield, Earl of Rossland. Known as the Devil's Delight, the
charming earl had a reputation so scandalous, Minerva was certain she could never lose her heart to him. So
when the much-maligned earl asked for her assistance in a delicate family matter, she agreed. But soon, the
unthinkable happened. Minerva fell in love with Lord Rossland--a man the town had condemned as a
murderer!
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Mary23nm says

Very enjoyable story. Started out great but got a little slow in the middle. G-rated. I would definitely read
more by this author.

QNPoohBear says

Miss Minerva Potts is a singularly unremarkable young lady but that doesn't mean she has to put up with her
future husband burying her in the country while he carouses in London. So Mina calls off the engagement
with Lord Whithall and runs out of a party and into the streets where she's rescued by a handsome, charming
young gentleman, the Devil's Delight himself, the Earl of Rossland. Chadwick Brumfield has the worst
reputation in London. He's known as the Devil's Delight because everything he does is sure to please the
devil. Rossland has been accused of all manner of perfidy such as being a rake, a libertine and even
murdering his own father, brother and young nephew. There are few who stand behind him but Chad doesn't
mind for the rumors distract from his real purpose: to seek out his nephew whom Chad believes has been
kidnapped. Chad thinks Mina is the perfect choice to aid him in his quest for who would suspect such a
biddable young girl to be involved in such intrigue? The more Mina speaks with Chad, the more certain she
is that his reputation is based solely on the gossip of the ton. Even her formidable, high stickler Aunt Letitia
doesn't believe half of what she hears. She's known Chad since he was in leading strings and while he's
always been mischievous, he has a big heart. Chad's interest in Mina fuels the gossip mill again and
encourages other gentlemen to try for Mina's hand. She's determined to marry for comfort, convenience and
prestige. She'll never lose her heart again. Chad's big heart gets him into more than one scrape but Mina finds
she's game for anything, perhaps even another chance at love. As he uncovers the truth about his family, he
discovers his young nephew is a pawn in a much larger plot. Chad would do anything for his family, even
lay down his life.

This story is sort of a hybrid of a traditional Regency and a normal romance. There's danger, drama, mystery,
heartache, romance and moments of comedy. The suspenseful plot kept me reading way too late. Even
though some of the story is told from the villains' points-of-view, I couldn't wait to see how it would all turn
out. I was pleasantly surprised that the author stayed away from over-used plot tropes and came up with
something far better. She shows a different side to Regency era women. I loved the final confrontation
sequence. I also liked the comedic bits thrown in to lighten the story. The dog, Wicky, is more adorable than
the boy who I found annoying. I especially loved Chad's sense of humor and the jokes shared with Mina.

The story also deals with darker elements of Regency life. There's a fair amount of violence in this novel and
mentions of violence and murder. The hero has been to war and nearly died of his wounds. There's a
character who is in a child-like state due to terrible tragedies in their life. There's also a scene in a brothel
(nothing of the usual sort happens) where a villain likes underage girls.

The romance itself is clean. There are a couple of sweet kisses but the hero and heroine are never allowed to
be alone alone. They're allowed to be alone together in a room with chaperones but never on their own which
is correct according to the rules of the day. I like the way the romance develops because of the situations the
characters are in and Mina's Aunt Letty caring for her reputation. The characters get to truly know each
other. Mina discovers the man beneath the terrible rumors and falls in love with that man. I can easily see the
reader doing so as well because I nearly lost my heart to him. Even Aunt Letty has a soft spot for him. (I
infer that she may have been in love with his father in her younger days.) Mina grows a lot and that allows
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the romance to develop in a reasonable manner. At first she's merely pretty and charmingly innocent but she
comes to know herself and her own heart. She turns into someone perfectly compatible with Chad. As they
come together to save Chad's nephew, they get to know each other and understand each other.

This is my first full-length novel by Judith Lansdowne and I enjoyed it very much. She's very skilled at
creating a Regency world that actually existed and making memorable characters who share a meeting of the
minds.

Alisha says

I love Judith's books

Victoria says

My favorite of Lansdowne's stories...so far. Her heroes are always comical, yet good and honest, men.

Lokien says

A real fast pace witty love story.This one had everything, a sperned fiance, spys, kiddnapping, cazy relatives
and bad ton reputations. needless to say...I loved it! deffinatly one for the shelf.

Cindy says

I enjoyed this book. It starts with Minerva being humiliated when she overhears her fiance talking about
what a stupid, biddable wife she will be. She rushes off in tears and runs right into the Earl of Rossland. Lots
of intrigue and plotting in this one. I actually enjoyed it quite a bit, until the end. The horrible French accents
grated on my nerves. Other than that, it was pretty good.


