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Crime always leaves a bad taste.

Frank Hardy's girlfriend Callie Shaw is determined to join him and Joe in solving crimes. So when she
bumps into a mailman and mistakenly recovers a top-secret codebook, Callie thinks she's found the perfect
case. She challenges the brother detectives to help her break the code. Trouble is, the real owner is deadly
serious about getting it back.

Joe is knocked cold during a daring burglary, and when he comes to, the black book is missing. But not
before Frank has uncovered a link to a secret network of fraud, corruption, and murder. It seems Callie has
stumbled on to a major scandal -- Will Frank and Joe end up taking the fall?
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Jebin says

Loved it.

David says

When I was still schooling, I tried to read all of the Hardy Boys books. I didn't come close to finishing the
whole series, and by now I had already forgot most of the content of those that I had read. But I do recall
how much I loved reading each and every one of them.

whoufflestories says

the summary is better than the actual thing.

Hannah Belyea says

Frank and Joe want to keep their friend Callie safe, but when she comes across a book with top secret codes
inside, they must help her solve the case before their lives are lost! Dixon will keep readers on the edge of
their seats with this entry!

Penelope Payne says

Callie wanted to aid the Hardy’s on a mystery, but they didn’t want her to because it is a dangerous business.
She wasn’t happy about this at all and assumed it was because they don’t want to work with a girl. (And
someone they cared about was killed in the first book of the series, which makes them a little overprotective
- if Callie could look past the "because I'm a girl" thing, she would see the genuine concern behind their
words.) But then, Callie accidentally picks up a clue to a real mystery, and the person who lost it is willing to
go to drastic measures to get it back.

A breakdown of why I rated it four stars:

#1: Callie really got on my nerves at first. She wouldn’t let Frank help at all. Her pride got in the way and
because of it, they lost the opportunity to follow up on a vital clue. I assume that Callie’s attitude was
supposed to highlight “girl power” stuff. However, I thought that Callie made an idiot out of herself and so
did Joe. Multiple times. Callie not letting the Hardy's help her with vital information was arrogant. There was
a way that if she really wanted to compete, she could have given them a copy of the vital information, but
because of the way she handled it, they all lost it. This could have been handled better because all it did was
kind of prove the opposite point. (Also see #3.)
That being said, she began to grow on me after a few chapters. :)
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#2: Lisa was one of the best supporting characters I’ve seen in a while. I really like how her character was
done. 100% approve. We need more characters like this. Lisa is one of the main reasons this book got a four-
star rating from me and not a three-star rating.

#3: There was someone on the loose who kept mugging people. Yet the girls thought it was perfectly
acceptable to walk home alone. And got mugged almost every time. And then spoke about how small and
safe Bayport is. Hellooooooo. At least walk in pairs and if you don’t want to depend on the men…
Also, I’m not trying to say that girls can’t do things boys can do or anything like that. I’m just saying, use
common sense as to when to put this into practice. Walking home alone at night is a bad idea. The Hardy's
even offered to walk them home. C'mon, Callie, if you accept then you get to spend extra time with your
boyfriend. Instead, she chose to, as the saying goes, "Bite off her nose to spite her face" and her boyfriend.

#4: The teens (and Lisa whom was older than them by a bit) decided that they couldn’t go to the police
unless they had sufficient evidence, so they decided that they could find and take down the criminal
themselves. Yeah. Great plan. Though I understand it is a mystery, it probably would have been smart to
bring in some help in case something went wrong.

#5: During the mystery, they stumbled upon a second crime. This was a neat addition.

#6: Unless I missed something, the title has nothing to do with the mystery. No books before nor after are
titled “Hear no Evil” or “Speak No Evil” and I was kind of expecting that and perhaps a bit of a continuation.
This isn't a huge deal, but just me being nitpicky.

Overall, I do like this series. They have more action and more developed characters than the more popular
blue hardcovers do. It’s a shame that they are out of print, but whenever I see one, it’s like finding treasure,
even if they aren’t in great shape. :)

Partridge Public says

Dixon, Franklin W.

Michael David says

I saw this among the books that my father buried in our home's treasure trove of books, and finally read it
after all these years on a commute toward work. I bought this when I was eleven or twelve years old, back
when Davao City was still somewhat a pastoral. It ostensibly deals with Callie wanting to join Frank and Joe
on their adventures, but actually ties in to a murder due to political corruption. The twist was pretty
unexpected, but at least this book shows what empowered women could do.


