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Kate was Lissa’s best friend. They've shared everything for four years. Then one night at a drunken party,
Kate leaned into kiss Lissa, and Lissakissed her back. And now Kateis pretending Lissa doesn't exist.
Confused and alone, Lissa's left questioning everything she thought she knew about herself, and about life.
But with the help of afree-spirit new friend, Lissa's beginning to find the strength to realize that sometimes
faling in love with the wrong person is the only way to find your footing.
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From Reader Review Kissing Kate for online ebook

Desiree says

This book started off really great, honestly. But then towards the end, with about 50 pages left, then 25, | was
kind of like"Isthat it?" | was convinced she would fall in love with her new friend, since that seemed to be
the direction it was going but nope. Not that | mind but now | kind of just don't see the point of her character
other than Lissa's character development. The point being, this book kind of just...left me hanging. Like |
don't know if it was a choice or if it's length of the novel, but nothing really happened. For me, | don't mind
that the whole novel was just about Lissa's self-discovery and her learning to overcome the power of a bad
friend - in fact, | realy really liked that aspect, | related to Lissa somewhat. But | think because thisisa
book, the author could have done so much more within the story. She didnt really do the characters justice
and the "journey" that Lissa goes through could have been much more eventful - which would have made a
good opportunity to create more emotional and dramatic reactions from the main character, instead of having
her lying in bed and not doing much of anything. I dont know, it was nice but could have been much better.

Stephanie L says

When | first read the Title of the book “Kissing Kate,” instantly, | felt as though this book would be
exhilarating. | kept flipping through the pages hoping it would get better, but it never did. | am highly
disappointed in the author because | feel like this book is missing essential details and scenes. The author had
awhole bunch of uselessinformation like Darlin’ srole in the movie was completely pointless. The part
where Ariel and Lissawent to visit her gay cousin was a so pointless because they didn’t even really talk to
Kate about her situation. They were talking about useless things. That entire part was garbage. | don’t know-
--Maybe | came in expecting too much because | am extremely disappointed with the outcome of the book.
The ending left us confused. How can Kate throw away afour year friendship away when sheisclearly in
love with Lissa. Im not asking for a happy fairy tale ending but there should have been more scenes with
Kate and Lissa. At the end we should have known what happened with Kate and Lissa. There should have
been more dial ogue between the two girls. Im just so upset at how this book turned out. | want to rewrite it
myself and fill in all the missing pieces.

Toni says

| picked up this book hoping for ateen girl struggling to figure out her sexuality. Instead, | get a book about
lucid dreaming, which | have no interest in. Thereis barely any mention of her questioning her sexuality.

Alexandra says

This book frustrated the shit out of me. | was al about it at first. Lissaand her supposedly best friend since
elementary school Kate go to a party where Kate gets a bit tipsy and kisses Lissa. Things went alittle PG-13
and now for some reason Kate isignoring Lissa. It's hard to review because the book then goes off on some
weird deep end randomly delvesinto the topic of "Lucid Dreaming”, won't go there. It's also hard to review
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because there is barely any character definition of Kate ( aside of how perfect and blonde sheis), Kate
makes several attempts to apologize to Lissa- for what | don't know, Lissawanted to kiss Katetoo...Lissa
somehow gets defiant every apology and it just gets old. Then the books just ends. Literally. No wrap up, no
amends, no nothing. | turned to the last page and thought there had been amistake. If | wasn't on an e-reader
I would have thought pages had been torn out. Y ou never really find out of Lissais gay (probably) or if she
just had feelings for Kate. | feel like the author just gave up because she didn't even know what was going
on.

Sailor Mercury says

(Spoilers - varying from major to minor- ahead. Warning. Proceed carefully.)

When abook handles a dangerous,powerful, hard subject such as coming to terms with your sexuality - and
accepting it - | feel asif it should be fantastic, should make me bawl or something along the same lines.

The premise was fascinating. It sounded real in away that | can't imagine myself in, but can see other people
having as aredlity. The cover was pretty. And when | first met the main character, | sort of like her.

Besides that, the story could have been so..powerful, life changing. After al, it's dealing with a hard, coming
of age topic that many adolescents deal with today. And it had the right protagonist to make it happen. The
author had theright skillsto pull it off- | have read her other novels.

And...despite everything in its favor...it did not. Did not what? Did not do anything. The main character is
likeable enough and | have meet afew people who are just like her. Lissais confused, broken, and trying not
to look redlity in the face. She wants to talk everything out- but that's hard, seeing as how the other main
character, Kate, is on the "let's-pretend-that-never-happened” end of the relationship (Have you noticed,
there's always one of those? Thereis the girl who wants to talk the situation out and face the truth, and the
girl who pretends nothing happened and doesn't want to admit athing.). Okay. Lissawasn't exactly
attempting to confront Kate at every turn, but that's what made her more likeable- the fact that, despite
society and media making it seem otherwise, in real life, you probably would be shying away too. You'd
want to confront your feelings, but really, if the other person isn't cooperating and is brutally giving you the
cold shoulder, it's hard to work up the nerve. It makes you feel weak and asif you'll only make things worse
to bring it up again. So, it was realistic for Lissato feel that. And what Kate was feeling was redlistic, too.
So, focus on their relationship, past, and problems, and this SHOULD be a great book. Like | said, the two
main characters were likeable enough.

That's just the thing. The two main characters, are hardly the "two" main characters. Yes, Lissaisthe
narrator and protagonist- but what about Kate, the other main character? She should be the focus on the
story- she and Lissa. So why did | find myself skimming pages and snoring and rolling my eyes as | forced
myself to read through pointless dialog, futile subplots, and two dimensional characters? | loved Kate and
liked Lissawell enough. But there was NOT enough Kate and Lissain this book. It was mainly Lissadriving
around or/and talking with her "weird" friend, Ariel/Kimberly, who SHOULD obviously have been all deep
and redlistic, but was two-dimensional, annoying, unhelpfull, and...well, there was no need for her to be there
a al. | feel asif the author was like, "I'm too afraid to write a book on such a powerful topic, so instead of
actually dealing with it and trying to write alife changing, deep novel, I'm going to avoid attempting sucha
feat and will just focus on random subplots that nobody will care to read about." That's what happened here.
Ariel/Kimberly was in this book more than Kate, which was stupid because Kate, as | said, was the focus of
the story along with Lissa. And Ariel didn't contribute to anything except lowering my rating of this book.
Here'swhy | found the subplots and supporting characters so infuriating and random.

To start with, there were a thousand subplots. From Darlene (I think this was her name...she was really
forgetable and, again, didn't contribute to...anything...) and her being forever alone and joining a dating
group, to Finn and his infatuation (which was a case of random insta-love that come out of nowhere, which |
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could not understand. | liked Kate because shewasreal and | could understand her....now why did you like
her, Finn? Tell me. | am begging.) with Lissa. The latter was meaningful enough - trying to date a boy can
really make things clear for someone in the way of their sexuality. However, Finn was al so two-dimensional.
He and Ariel had the same voice/feel to me: all clean, al smiles, all good. | can't bring myself to care for
those two, really. And the whole Darlene character and subplots? Please. Don't feed me your excuses about
how Darlene's subplot was important for girl-empowerment to help Kate/Lissa, Myracle. I'm not buying that.
The girl-empowerment group never helped Lissa, didn't make a noticeable impact. And everything else to do
with Darlene was the same as Ariel and Finn; trivial, boring, pointless. Most of all, it just got in the way of
therea plot. | felt like the REAL concept of the story was buried beneath all the random, annoying subplots,
and by the end | had to idea what the big picture was, had no idea what was going on. Everything was blurry
because the subplots kept eating away the plot until it was hardly there. There was maybe one scene focusing
on Kate and Lissa, two minor scenes with them, and that'sit. If you take those two minor scenes, one major
scene, and one major flashback, you have a story that is more a novella than a book/novel. A lot shorter- and
aLOT better, so much better that it hurts. | mean, really, the biggest problem was that Myracle seemed to
lose the focus of the story and was too afraid to exploreit. That bugged me. She, and I, didn't care about Finn
or Ariel or Darlene or Beth or Jared or whatever the others were. They (except MAY BE Finn) did not help
this story. They weren't even three-dimensional. They were all the same, nice, happy, smiley, neat. No flaws,
no redeeing qualities, and ABSOLUTELY NO PERSONALITY. Ariel was supposed to be weird, but she
was still flat and lacking of depth. And all she was actually good for was tugging the already-lost-and-broken
Lissaaround and telling her things like, "Guess what? Y ou totally hate Kate. She treats you bad and you
should ditch her. You are agreat person and | like everyone. Move on and see the happiness of life. Now
let's go giggle pointlesdy and talk over strawberry smoothies, or maybe i can get on MY catering truck and
you get on Y OUR catering truck and we can drive around and communicate on loud walkietalkies. Ya
know, the usual."” That can summon everything about Ariel or Ariel/Lissain one paragraph, rather than a
whole darn book. All Ariel did was feed Lissa "you-go-girl", Life 101 lessons and control her life. Redly, it
seemed like Ariel was the one who tried to do everything. Which didn't bother me, because Ariel was just
another random subplot, and didn't affect the story in anyway. If there's still a story benesath all that
subplotting, that is. Oh- by the way, did anybody else hate the fact that Ariel kept telling Lissa how Kate
treats/treated her like crap, despite the fact it was Kate who was Lissa's best friend and her only friend when
everyone thought Lissawas weird. Kate, has NEVER treated Lissalike crap. Not in the flashbacks, not in the
present, not in the future. If you call Kate having to deal with being gay and outing herself to society, which
can be harsh, Kate "treating you like crap", then you have a serious problem, Aridl.

Moving on from Ariel/Kimberly/Pointless Girl/Darlene/Finn, we have...ah. Nothing. Y ou see? Remove the
supporting, two dimensional characters and their mini-stories, and there is nothing. Well, thereis Beth. The
little sister who istrying to fit in with her own friends. This, actually, COULD HAVE MATTERED IN THE
STORY. Lissacould have realized that she, and Kate, are doing the same thing as Beth, on alarger scale-
that they are trying to avoid their sexuality and the truth (as Beth is avoiding being herself) to fit in with
Society, as Beth triesto fit in with the populars. However, Lissa makes no note of this, and neither does
Myracle. So really, Beth's subplot aso does not impact the story.

There was akissing scene. And chemistry. And SO MUCH POTENTIAL. This kight've been afive star
book, had the author actually focused on the problem at hand. Which she didn't. Proof of thisisthe fact that
there was no solution to the problem. No climax, and no closure. We never find out what happens with Lissa
and Kate. Lissajust sitswith Ariel and smiles and DRINKS COFFEE/SMOOTHIES (forgot what it was.)
AND SIGHS AND THINKS, "Maybeit will be al right." Okay- | could have worked with that...except for
the fact that Kate WAS LISSA'S FREAKING BEST FRIEND. | have a hard time believing that if Lissa
cares for Kate as much as she claims she does, shelll just one day wake up and be all peaceful and decide to
drop Kate al together, just because Kate is having a hard time dealing with this. Y ou had a hard time living
with it, too, Lissa
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That was my basic problem with the book, really. Could have been five stars. Was only two. It was one of
those books that could have been so much better.

Educating Drew says

| almost didn't want to write areview about this book because | didn't really enjoy it. Still, I'm trying to keep
up with all of the booksthat I've read this year (I think that I've only missed a couple of reviews) so hereit
goes.

|. Didn't. Like. It.

Kissing Kate is the story of two best friends, Kate and Lissa. One night at a party, avery tipsy Kate
approaches Lissa and kisses her. (In fact there's quite a bit of kissing going on and minor touching). When
Kate's boyfriend and a couple of guys approach she pushes Lissa away and acts like nothing happened.

And she continues to act like nothing happened at school the next day.

This pretense carries over for weeks. The Kate and Lissa twosome now no longer talks because of this white
elephant in the room. During this time Lissa realizes her attraction and love for Kate. She believesthat Kate
feels the same way but refuses to acknowledge it.

So why didn't | likeit? By no means was it because of the plot. Nope. | think the plot is quite believable and
realistic for high school experiences. | didn't like it because | couldn't care about the characters. They weren't
three dimensional, they weren't people | would picture in high school. | wanted to do a character
intervention, shake them up a bit, and tell them "you have a good story here, do something with it."

Patrice Sartor says

GENRE: Fiction: Redlistic fiction, problem-solving, romance.
SUBJECT/THEMES: Homosexuality, leshians, friendship, accepting who you are, breaking up.

SUMMARY : Kate and Lissa have been best friends for four years, doing everything together. Then one
night at a party, a drunken Kate kissed Lissa, who reciprocated. After that, they ignored each other for
weeks. Lissawas awreck. She was confused over her feelings for Kate, and was struggling to understand
what had happened between the two of them. When they finally do speak, it is clear that Kate wants to move
on and be friends again, and not discuss the kiss at all. Lissa expands her friendship base, and startsto learn a
lot about herself over the course of working through the issue with Kate.

EVALUATION: | liked all of the charactersin Kissing Kate; each of them seemed realistic and believable to
me. Thisisaquick read, which covers a couple of monthsin the life of Lissa, whose point of view the story
istold from. Lissa goes through a great many emotions while she comes to terms with her new feelings for
Kate. | liked her slow progression of acceptance throughout the book. After having a somewhat failed date
with aboy, Lissa heads over to Kate' s house. From that confrontation, Lissa sees things more clearly, and
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beginsto change how she feels about herself and others.

WHY | WOULD INCLUDE IT: This book isarealistic depiction of what some teenagers go through; an
attraction to a close friend. | want to ensure that any teenager that feels confused about their sexuality has
access to fictional and non-fictional books that may help them better understand their feelings. Reading
about characters that are experiencing things they are going through hel ps teenagers feel more ‘normal’.

Although it may be controversial, during the week of the Gay Pride Parade in San Francisco, thistitle and
other ones which discuss young adults coming to terms with their homaosexuality and bisexuality could be set
up on adisplay together.

ITEMSWITH SIMILAR APPEAL:

« Dare Truth or Promise, by Paula Boock.

* Pagesfor You: A Novel, by Sylvia Brownrigg.
» Annie on My Mind, by Nancy Garden.

» Keeping You a Secret, by Julie Anne Peters.

» Empress of the World, by Sara Ryan.

* Girl Walking Backwards, by Bett Williams.

AWARDS:
» ALA Best Book for Y oung Adults, 2004.
 Booklist Top-Ten Y outh Romance, 2004.

Courtney says

Kissing Kate

Lauren Myracle

Penguin Group, 2003, 198 pages, $7.99
Friendship, Homosexuality, Lesbians, |dentity
978-0-14-240869-8

One summer night at a party, Kate, adrunk 16 year old, kisses her best friend Lissa. After awkward weeks of
avoiding each other Kate tries to reconnect with Lissa and pretend like nothing has happened and just be
friends. Lissatells Kate she wasn't drunk and isn't sure how she feels about Kate or herself. Kate triesto talk
Lissaout of being aleshian, but Lissa's new friend Ariel has shown support and opennessto her challengein
deciding who sheis.

This book would definitely be useful and applicable for a student to read as a free choice book; however, | do
not think | would teach it to the whole class. The topic of Lissa questioning her sexual identity turns out to
not be the only prominent theme in the book. Lissa also learns to question friendships, values, and what is
really important to her.

Amy says

This book isn't easy to rateit's a quite complex story and after you finish it it leaves you with mixed feelings.
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Lissaisvery confused and lonely. Her best friend, Kate, after kissing her isignoring her. And so Lissais
guestioning everything she knew about herself, or didn't know. Trying to figure out who sheis. And then at
her work place there's this new girl whom she knew at elementary school and who at all cost wantsto be her
friend.

If you expect here an ordinary leshian romance you are very much mistaken. Thisis anhovel about self-
discovery, coming-out and the bond of friendship. It's a pretty short novel, which | found was kinda a pity,
not that it isaflaw, but I'd like to learn more. Anyway, | was captivated by the plot and writing | have to
give the author credit for that, everything seemed so real.

| loved charactersin this novel, especialy Lissaand Ariel. Their characterization seemed so authentic. They
werereally alivein thisnovel. | especially loved Ariel. | mean sure, at first she was really getting on my
nerves. However, as time passed | sympathized with her, understood her and really liked her for what she
was. | would like to be her friend. What | would love next is a more in-depth characterization of Kate who
didn't come across as areal person for me.

I think Ms. Myracle did agood job, and | ook forward to reading her subsequent novels.

Jen ¢ Just One Mor e Page says

[Well! That was adorable and much easier to read than probably anything else I’ ve gotten through this year.
It was a good portraya of someone just discovering their sexual identity, | thought.

| did fed like the first half was just stuffed with boring filler and unimportant doings, but that may have just
been me. | also felt like Lissawas TERRIBLY ANNOY ING during that first half, and | found it very hard to
like her or care about what happe

Rena says

If I'd read Kissing Kate in high schoal, it probably would have been one of my favorite books. Reading it
then would have shown me that it was okay to question, okay to feel what | was fegling. In that sense,
Kissing Kate is a good first-coming-out-to-yourself book. Y et reading it as an adult, | can see the things that
could be construed as flaws. Overall, it'sagood read. | think Adult Lissawould look back at thistimein her
life, and belike.

M elissa says

This book had many great moments, but upon reflection, | am not sure if | really liked it. | was certainly
hooked on it, and read most of it in one sitting, but | felt like | was just expecting it to get better, and I'm not
sureit ever did. | felt that Lissa's emotions were incredibly genuine and well depicted, and her struggle with
Kate seemed very real. Y et, at the same time, | was annoyed with the various subplots that | felt skewed the
focus of the story. There were quite afew cliche moments, aswell. | really enjoyed how the story between
Lissaand Kate unfolded, but the rest of the story wasn't as interesting. The ending bothered me--it seemed to
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me that little was actually resolved. Overall, it was certainly enjoyable, but could have been better. It's worth
aread.

sofia (sam willows) says

| wasn't going to rate this but | got 10 pagesin and couldn't stand the writing style or the whiny main
character, so I'm giving this 1 star anyway

Cat's Review says

| borrowed this book from the library because first of the all, | really liked the cover and second of all, the
blurb on the back sounded interesting.

Now, after finishing the book, | think that those were the only two good features of this piece of fiction.

Okay, okay. That isadlight exaggeration. The story begins with a prologue (that is also repeated later in the
story) that sort of tells the reader what had happened between two best friends, Lissa and Kate, at a party.
Kate gets drunk and she and Lissa hang out at a gazebo. Kate leans over and kisses Lissa. Then, they lay
down as Kate slips her hand under the back Lissa’s shirt and they make out some more.

Kate and Lissa have sort of afalling about because apparently, Kate feels all weirded out about what
happened and she does not want to be called a dyke. So, Kate starts hanging out with someone else and kind
of ignores Lissa. Lissa does not understand the feelings she is experiencing and is trying to find out if she
“likes’ Katein that way and if sheis gay.

Kate does not want to talk about the experience and wants to igmore the problem until it just goes away.
Lissawant to pick at it and wants Kate to talk about it. Kateis all Lissa can think about and while Kate
eventually admits that she liked kissing Lissa, Kate basically says that she does not want to be alesbian or
have any type of relationship with Lissa, other than just friendship.

Now, the premiseisreally great. However, the delivery was truly awful.

To me, this seemed like Kissing Kate was originally a short story and the author added all this extra garbage
to the story to make it reach the word count of anovel. It probably would have worked much better as a short
story. We were thrown all these extra characters and boring little side stories that did not add much value to
the story. And what was up with the part about the lucid dreams? Didn’t the author want to take thisup a
notch and find away to really incorporate this ideainto the book? It was like the author passed by a
bookshelf, saw this book, bought it and decided to try to add some info into her novel to make it more
interesting. The idea could have worked if the author made it important to the story.

Come to think of it, much of what the author wrote was not important to the story. And why didn’t we ever
find out what was wrong with Finn's other hand? Why have Lissa question it, have Ariel act possessive and
strange, have Finn act all self-conscious and no one say what was really wrong with it? So, if the author
didn't care, then | guessthat | shouldn’t care.

Asfor Lissaand Kate. | found Lissa to be an obnoxious, annoying, brat who was a jerk to many people in
her life. Yes, there were afew times when she acted nice but for the most part, she was not. Therefore, |
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found her totally unlikable. Kate, other than the fact that she was drop-dead gorgeous and wore really cute
clothes, | did not find her to be all that interesting. And other than the fact that Lissa and Kate were best
friends, | could not figure out why Lissawas into Kate. Was it because Kate was gorgeous (and popular?)
and actually found Lissato be interesting when no one else really did? Who knows.

When | reached the end of the book, | was shocked that that wasit! | had no ideathat | had reached the end
until 1 hit the next button on my Kindle and was immediately shown the table of contents. The last line
seemed as though it was for a chapter ending, not for the ending of a novel. There was no resolution to any
of the problems and | felt angry and disappointed for investing all thistime into the book when the author
didn't even care to properly end it!

The author should have put more thought, characterization, drama and oomph into this novel or just kept it as
ashort story to get rid of all the unnecessary junk that took away from the storyline.

Cory says

Dear Kissing Kate,
Why did you do that to me?

Y ou gave me an interesting premise, decent main characters, and pretty good chemistry between the main
couple (something | find majorly lacking in most Y A books, especially YA LGBT), but you failed in one of
the most important areas -- your subplots sucked ass. Y ou're like that guy going down on his girlfriend who
pulls away and refuses to continue, no matter how much she begs. What's your problem?

Your MC, Lisa isn't bad. Infact, | kind of liked her. She's one of the better LGBT heroines. | tried reading
Annie on My Mind. It bored me. | tried reading Empress of the World. It bored me. | tried reading Keeping
You A Secret. Guess what? It bored me. Your MC didn't bore me! That's the first step to making me happy
reader.

Now, for the love interest -- Kate. Not alot of people know this about me, but I'm a huge fan of will-they-
won't-they drama. On thisfront, | was satisfied. In fact, | wanted more of Kate. | found myself skimming to
get back to the Kate drama. | didn't give afuck about Beth, Finn, Ariel/Kimberly, or any of the other
charactersin those god forsaken subplots. They were boring, two dimensional clichés. In fact, | suspect that
your author didn't really care for them either. | think they were just added in to pump this novel up to 50k.
Heads up -- many books work just fine as novellas. They suffer when needless, boring subplots are added.
Go all theway or don't bother at all because, blue balls really suck.

What did the sub-plots add? Nothing. Why were the relevant to the main plot? Eh, they weren't.

With abook like this, that relies on two main characters trying to figure out their feelings for one another,

you focus on those two as much as you can without ever having them cross the line until the climax. They
are, in essence, Geisha. They will tempt you, tease you, serve you, but won't actually do anything until the
end of the night, when everyone elseis gone.

Thisis my problem with John Green books post Looking for Alaska. | don't give aflying fuck about any of
the characters outside of the MC and the love interest. And that's fine, when you devote as little time as
necessary to them. But you, Kissing Kate, decided to bring your boring side characters out at every turn,
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flaunting them in my face, having them strip for god knows whose enjoyment, all the while, leaving the truly
interesting story as a side-show when it was the main attraction.

What did Ariel/Kimberly contribute? She was the friend for Lisato vent to. That's it. Her weirdness didn't
matter in terms of advancing the plot.

What did Beth contribute? Besides being the little sister, nothing.
| can't even remember Darlin’, or whatever her name was.

In fact, the only side characters who contributed to the plot were Jerry and Finn. Jerry, for making Lisa
awkward around all that is feminine and Finn, for being the male that makes Lisarealize she's completely in
love with Kate.

Moving on.
Alright, book. Despite that bullshit you pulled, | still like you. But I've got more complaining to do.

Y ou have no resolution. Y ou give a climax and drop it. Y ou don't wrap up your romantic arc. | WANT TO
KNOW WHAT HAPPENS TO KATE AND LISA!

Obviously, Kate'sin love with Lisa, too. Look, | don't like happily ever afters (lie) but | do like conflict
resolution. While | understand Lisais hurt that Kate cares about how she appears to other people, she should
seethat Kate really likes her. | mean, good fucking god, that girl dumped her beard (well.... not beard. What
do you cal aguy agirl is dating so people won't think she's gay? A tit? A boob? Y es, boob. That sounds
nice. He's clueless, like aboob.), lied about what really happened, and makes up petty excuses to spend time
with you. She used to be way too touchy feely with you, and after you make out, she's dying to spend time
with you, but doesn't want to get too close. She gets jeal ous when you date guys and is ecstatic when you
don't enjoy the date.

| can see how she'd be upset that Kate isn't willing to out herself, but is it worth throwing away four years of
friendship just because you're hurt that she won't admit she's gay? Y ou know you're in love with each other.
Just ride it out. | mean, god, she's supposed to be super-hot. Just wait. Obviously, she's not completely
adverseto theidea. Even after you kissed a second time, and she rejected you out of fear, she still wantsto
hang out with you. Y ou just ditch her, ignoring the fact that it might be hard for her to come to terms with
what sheis. Y ou know, you were the one ignoring her. For what? What do you gain by ditching her? One
less friend and one girl who'sin love with you but won't admit it. | understand that you hate hanging out
with her and being unable to talk about what you really feel, but what do you gain by ignoring her? Y ou
think she’ s just going to change her mind and out herself? Eh, no. So, in essence, you' re ditching your best
friend (the girl you love, who you know loves you) for nothing. Logic fail.

ETA: Going back over the parts that | skimmed, I'm even more pissed with Lissa (and you, book).
“And another time | dreamed about akid from my elementary school, this girl named Cookie
Churchill. She was, like, luring me farther into the parking lot.”

“Cookie?" Ariel said.
“Yeah. We used to be friends, sort of, but sometimes she’ d be mean to me, too. Likeif | got

upset about something, she’'d say, ‘What's your prob, little snob? And one time shetold the
whole class my toenails were gross.”
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“So why’ d you hang out with her?’

“1 don’t know. | honestly don’t.” | shrugged. “I guess | still liked her, even though she made
me fed like crap.”

Ariel looked at mein an odd way.
“What?’ | said.

“You heard what you just said, right?’ She waited, then raised her eyebrows. “Y ou still liked
her, even though she made you fed like crap?’

“Yeah, well, | wasin third grade. Give me abreak.”

“That’s not what | mean,” she said. “Cookie doesn’t remind you of anyone? Someone who
isn’t in third grade?’

“Aridl, | have no ideawhat you're—" | stopped. Blood rushed to my face.
“Oh. Oh, God, | didn’t think about it like that.”
“In your dream it was Cookie, but | bet it was really Kate.”

“Wow, that is so weird,” | said. | thought about it for a second. “But yeah, they both treated me
the same, didn’t they? That kind of freaks me out.”

Way to compare a stupid 3rd grader who made you feel like shit to your best friend who's having the exact
same issues with her sexuality as you. Brilliant. By the end of the book, Lissais back to square one, only
she's friends with the two-dimensional Ariel, who just happens to poof a happy lesbian couple from out of
her ass. Instead of confronting your problems or, | don't know, trying to help your friend with hers, | guess
it'sjust better to ditch her and run off with someone el se because your friend won't make out with you. Y eah.
That's what good friends do.

And, serioudly, all we get iskissing. | mean, | have no problem with abook that's just kissing, but come on.
If we cut out all those horrible, horrible subplots (or just made them better) and added more scenes between
Kate and Lisa, and gave this book a proper resolution, | can see a sex scenefitting in. | was expecting one.
Or least something more than a short kissin the final confrontation between the main couple.

Anyway, yeah, | have alot to complain about, book. And, as you're an inanimate object (I can't spell to save
my life, so spell check corrected inannimate to intimate. A book as an intimate object. Interesting), you can't
answer my questions. I'm just going to say that I'm very disappointed. Y ou're the best Y A book I've read
featuring lesbians, but goddamnit, you could've been so much more.

Sincerely,
Your Slightly Pleased, But Mostly Disgruntled Reader

PS -- | hate you so much for not including a resolution. There are so many innuendos | could include right
now, but | won't. I'll just say that there’ s no love trope | hate more than the open ended, maybe I'll move on
bullshit ending. Well, except insta-love, crappy love triangles, and crappy forbidden love.
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PPS -- Finish your fucking third act. | hate reading unfinished books.

PPPS -- Love you, Sara Zarr, but that goes for you, too. Y our subplots are vastly superior, though.
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