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This second instalment of S. T. Joshi’s critically acclaimed Black Wings series contains eighteen stories by
leading contemporary writers, all drawing upon themes, images, and ideas from the life and work of H. P.
Lovecraft. Caitlin R. Kiernan has written a poetic reinterpretation of “The Hound,” while Nicholas Royle
plays afascinating riff on the existential horror of “ The Outsider.” Three separate tales, by Jason C.
Eckhardt, Brian Evenson, and Jonathan Thomas, ring changes on Lovecraft’'s seminal story, “The Call of
Cthulhu.” Nick Mamatas writes an ingenious elaboration of “ The Whisperer in Darkness.”

The cosmic indifferentism that is the core of Lovecraft’ sfiction istreated in various ways by John Langan,
Melanie Tem, Tom Fletcher, Darrell Schweltzer, and Richard Gavin. The archaeological horror that we find
in some of Lovecraft’s most powerful talesis revivified by Donald Tyson, while Lovecraft’s media presence
is made the subject of half-comic, half-horrific tales by Don Webb and Chet Williamson. John Shirley, Rick
Dakan, and Jason V Brock use Lovecraft’s life and outlook as springboards for imaginative tales of
psychological and supernatural horror.

All in all, Black Wings I affords arich feast of terror inspired by the twentieth century’ s greatest writer of
the supernatural .
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Mii says

This book is agreat read!

Edric Unsane says

A decent collection of short Lovecraftian fictions that, at times, couldn't captivate my interest or imagination.
| felt amajority of the storiesin this anthology just felt flat, and weren't indicative of the Lovecraftian
universe. That being said, | still liked the book, and the stories were edited well, if not curated a bit poorly.

Y our mileage may vary.

Vit says

Druh& antologie lovecraftovskych povidek, stejn? jako ta prvni, neni zadny zazrak. Ne, Ze by tam nebyly
dobré povidky, aejejich zatracen? mao.

Libil se mi t?eba Odvrzenec, Mrtva média, nebo Rozkv?t ajest? moznajedna 7 dv? dalsi, jenZze t?ch
povidek je tam osmnact aty ostatni bohuzel za moc nestoji.

Ty t2 hv?zdi?ky jsou moznai trochu moc, ale mam Lovecraftarad atak jednu p?idavam za snahu. Jo, kdyby
se z t7i dil? ?ernych k?idel ud?al jeden avybraly se do n?j ty nejlepsi kousky, byla by to jinajizda.

Randolph says

| could only give it three stars. Too many weak stories to offset the good and mediocre. It becomes difficult
for authors once confined to a sub-genre to really excel. There are just too many Cthulhu books out now, it's
amost like zombie fare, there just cannot be that many good storiesin a sub-genre like this. I'll stick to Laird
barron and Caitlin Kiernan. My favorite was actually the Jason Brock story.

7thTrooper says

Det & en salig blandning &ven i del tvaav denna serie. Ibland (som t.ex. "Dahlias", som var bramen
obegriplig, av Melanie Tem) undrar jag verkligen varfor de finns med i en samling dedikerad till skréck i
Lovecrafts anda. Men det & bra anda, precis som den forsta volymen. Formodligen béttre an den, till och
med. Topparna ér nog inte riktigt lika hoga, utom Darrell Schweitzers (aven ansvarig for fantastiska
"Howling in the Dark" frén forra boken) novell “The Clockwork King, the Queen of Glass, and the Man with
the Hundred Knives’som nog &r det basta ur bagge de volymer jag 1ast hittills; en slags L SD-ig saga som
faktiskt far mig att tanka mer pa Roger Zelazny an pa Lovecraft. Jag skulle kunna gaigenom de olika
novellerna en och en men det orkar jag inte, inte ens lite heller. | korthet -
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Deriktigt bra & nog som foljer:

“Waiting at the Crossroads Motel” av Steve Rasnic Tem. Stamningen &r perfekt och spraket malar upp ett
6de landskap med lika dde karaktarer. Spraket har nog dessutom den bésta rytmen i boken.

Nyss nédmnda “ The Clockwork King, the Queen of Glass, and the Man with the Hundred Knives’. Harligt
skruvad och med en beréttarrést som passar utméarkt.

“Houndwife” av Caitlin R. Kiernan. Ett slags minneskal ejdoskop mer dn nagot annat. Har ingen aning om
vad som hander men det ar bra. Férmodligen basta prosan i boken, om an i ganska hard konkurrens med
"The Clockwork...".

Det & nog dessatre som &r det basta. Finns absolut mer som &r lasvérda med. "The Abject” av Richard
Gavin och "Bloom" av John Langan &r bégge tva egentligen inget nytt under solen men bégge lyckas anda
med l&svérda noveller. “And the Sea Gave Up the Dead” av Jason C. Eckhardt var ocksa bra, mycket for att
det & pa sétt och vis en snygg blinkning & "The Call of Cthulhu". Don Webbs " Casting Call" &r lite ojamn
med lyckas ro iland det anda med ett snyggt slut som nastan blir lite svart humor, till och med. “ The Wilcox
Remainder” (Brian Evenson) var kort, forvirrande och genomsyras av en sa tjock paranoia att man kan skéra
den med kniv, vilket gillas. "View" och "Dead Media" var daremot bara meh. Samma med “ Correlated
Discontents’ av Rick Dakan

som har en snygg idé pa gransen till cyberpunk men som tyvarr inte lyckas genomféra den bra.

Pa det stora hela ar |agstanivan hogre an i foregangaren och volym tva &r absolut vard att kollas upp.

Bart Hill says

This collection of short stories are not all based on the style of HP Lovecraft, but more in the tradition of
spooky/eerie tales that Lovecraft explored. In other words, it is sometimes said "L ovecraft never met and
adjective he didn't like." The writes of these 18 shorts do not try to mimic hiswriting style, but used
Lovecraft's themes to create unique, updated stories based on Lovecraft (the man) , the region (New
England), and themes.

I bought this book for $1.00, and got far better stories than | anticipated, but | also don't think I'll read any
additional Black Wings anthologies.

Drewmst4 says

A few good stories, afew meh

Alan says

Most anthologies are hit and miss. Sadly, | skipped aong through this one as a good deal of it just didn't
catch my fancy. I'm admittedly afan of Lovecraft specificaly and not horror generally. It's not fair of meto
demand Lovecraft knock-offs from authors, but when things stray too far outside the Cthulhu Mythos | start
losing interest. | was disappointed at the fact that several storiesincluded in thislacked a Lovecraftian feel,
in my opinion, which really undercuts an anthology with "Lovecraftian" in thetitle.
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Christina Adams says

There are afew good storiesin here definitely interesting and well worth reading, with twists | didn’t see
coming, —- but they weren't many.

Aaron Meyer says

| received this book from a Goodreads giveaway to read and review. When | seen this collection was being
edited by S.T. Joshi | was rather excited and had really high hopes for the quality of talesto be read, what |
got was rather middle of the road. | felt that he would of been better able to piece together a solid book of
stories than he did. With that being said, it istrue every story can't be perfect, especially with such a diverse
bunch of writers, and there are some really solid storiesthat did rise to the top. | would say that King of Cat
Swamp, The Abject, And the Sea Gave Up The Dead, Casting Call, Correlated Discontents, The Skinless
Face, and Appointed, are definitely the best stories in the book, which is about half of the book when | think
about it. | would be interested in comparing these stories to the first volume, as well as the third one which
came out a few months ago.

Tony says

Anthologies are dways a mixed bag, and thisone is amix of good stuff and great stuff. Of al of the
Lovecraftian collections, these two books would be the ones | would recommend to people wanting to know
what the adjective "Lovecraftian” should mean.

David Mar shall says

There are some outstanding stories here but the overall standard is slightly uneven.

http://opionator.wordpress.com/2012/1...

Jason Brock says

| read this a bit ago, during the proofing stage. Once again, Joshi proves why heis the master of recognizing
the weird in modern literature. Do yourself afavor and pick up this book!

Colin says

Another Lovecraftian anthology | picked up for $1 at a Dollar Tree (sadly, they did not have volume 1) . . .
as with most anthologies, it's alittle hit-or-miss, but far more hits than misses. There are somereally
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enjoyable and wonderfully creepy storiesin thisone. | enjoyed it.

Jason Williams says

Lovely collection of Lovecraftian stories.
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