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Chalice of Roses Jo Beverley , Karen Harbaugh , Barbara Samuel , Mary Jo Putney
Romance and destiny intertwine in four all-new novellas inspired by grail quests-featuring two New
York Times bestselling authors!

From the bestselling and award-winning authors of Dragon Lovers comes an anthology of fantasy, romance,
and eternal love. In these four novellas, history and destiny spark passion, and everything depends on the fate
of one mystical cup: the Holy Grail.

A young woman must find her love to summon the Grail to bring peace to England; a Regency lady must
keep it safe from Napoleon's spies; a modern sorceress must keep the Grail from falling into Nazi hands, and
an American must put the chalice at risk to rescue her one true love. These are four passionate and
enchanting stories of desire and destiny inspired by one of our most powerful legends.
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Krista says

Four historical romance novellas, loosely connected by the theme of the Holy Grail. My favorites were the
very funny epistolary Regency romp by Karen Harbaugh and a wonderful version of Tam Lin by Barbara
Samuel (how I wish they were still writing).

Barbara ★ says

The Raven and The Rose by Jo Beverly ★★

I liked the premise but it turned out to be way too religious for my tastes. Actually caused me to put this
book down for a full week dreading the other three stories which turned out to be not as religious and mostly
enjoyable.

White Rose of Scotland by Mary Jo Putney ★★★★

Excellent story with a sweet romance during a dangerous mission to recover the Holy Grail from an evil
German sorcerer during WWII.

The English Rose by Karen Harbaugh ★★

I liked the concept of this story but I didn't feel any real connection bewteen Arabella and William. The
relationship seemed forced, not a natural progression. But what can you expect from a 100 page story?

Eternal Rose by Barbara Samuel ★★★★

This is a story that could have easily been expanded to full length. I loved poor William and Alice was the
perfect heroine, thoroughly caught up in the Ballad of William so when he entered her dreams and later her
life, she had no trouble believing in fairies. A sweet love story with an intersting premise.

Mary J says

Pleasant summer read. Don't usually read short stories, but I found connections with each story about the
adventure of saving the grail. Plus I found the characters likeable, especially in the last two stories.

AlbertaJenn says

This book is an anthology of four romance stories centered around the Holy Grail. They take place in four
different time periods, and all revolve around having to find the grail or return it to safety. It was an
interesting take on the legends.

In The Raven and the Rose, a 12th century woman about to take holy vows is pressed into a mission to locate
a knight so that they can carry the chalice to safety and keep it from the wicked Prince Eustace.

The White Rose of Scotland takes place during World War Two, as a Canadian pilot and a Scottish sorceress
hurry to ensure that the Grail stays out of Nazi hands.
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The Regency-themed The English Rose: Miss Templar and the Holy Grail sees a young miss chosen to lead
an injured Grail Knight to Scotland to find the church where the Grail will be safe from Napoleon.

The oddest of all the stories, Eternal Rose has a Fae slant to it, as a 15th Century man has been swept to the
land of the Fae, and enters the dreams of an American woman visiting the small English town to pursuade
her to enter the magical realm with the Grail to save him.

It was good, but not amazing. These same four authors also wrote , and it was also good, but not astounding.
I originally bought these because they include stories written by Jo Beverley. But I think I like her other
books better.

Kay Webb says

It isn't often that I like all of the stories in an anthology, but this one is exceptional.

Cindy says

An anthology of 4 stories about the holy grail. There's sex, but not really explicit sex. As an added bonus, 2
stories feature virgin heros (the heroines are virgins too!).

Jo Beverly - 2 stars. Set in medieval times(1153 to be exact). As much as I hate to give a JB story 2 stars,this
story was...well, dull. Not up to her usual standard.

Mary Jo Putney - 2 stars.Set in 1941 at the height of WW2. From her guardian series apparently. Not that
I've ever read one before, or am likely to read one. Another dull offering.

Karen Harbaugh - 3 stars. A Regency offering, 1806. I would really like to give this story 4 stars. The
beginning is deliciously snarky. Unfortunately, the entire story is told from the journal notes of the hero &
heroine. If they would cut away from that into the story being told from both POV & not from the journal it
would have been a more believable story. I definately don't believe the hero stopped to write in his journal
for 6 pages before going after the heroine!

Barbara Samuuel - 4 stars. Now this story is by far the best in the book! In the dragon anthology, BS was the
weakest story teller. Here, the strongest. Contemporary (2010), it's a grail story, but the Fey play the biggest
role. The ending is also uncertain, which makes it all the more enjoyable.

Jacqueline Seewald says

Chalice of Roses is actually a grouping of four novellas on a single theme, that being the quest for the holy
grail. Jo Beverley gives us a traditional medieval romance in "The Raven and Rose." It's quite enjoyable. The
talented Mary Jo Putney offers a guardian story set in World War II. In "The White Rose of Scotland," she
invokes the 1940's beautifully.
Karen Harbaugh, known for quality Regency, creates a story from a series of letters between the hero and
heroine. It's a clever, humorous novelette entitled "The English Rose: Miss Templar and the Holy Grail."
The fourth piece in this book is Barbara Samuel's "Eternal Rose" which is wonderful fantasy lit. The heroine
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must find the holy grail and also save the enchanted hero from a malevolent fairy queen. It's quite charming
and at the same time suspenseful. I recommend this book to fellow romance readers.

Jacqueline Seewald
TEA LEAVES AND TAROT CARDS, paranormal Regency romance

Jenny Brown says

I said I wasn't going to review romance, but I enjoyed this collection of novellas so much better than I have
any romance I've read in years, that it's just too bad, I'm reviewing it!

What binds these stories together is respect for the mystical traditions of folklore and medieval verse and an
understanding of energy.

In a day when negative energy phenomena and a disturbing love for the forces of darkness have come to
dominate paranormal writing, it's a joy to find a book that opens us up to wonder and respect for the unseen.
And does it in a flawless style.

It's hard to say which story in this collection is the best. As I read each one, I felt it was the best, but on
balance, I'd have to say that Mary Jo Putney's WWII story and Barbara Samuel's story linking the Grail and
the Fey are the most accomplished. But they are all well worth reading. And for me at least, they offered a
brief glimpse of the beauties and holiness of the unseen that was much welcomed in a world where too often
darkness does prevail.

Christy says

more 2.5

Lynn Calvin says

Amazon preorder. I adore all four of these authors, and I'm interested in Grail stuff. I only am giving it a four
though.

Part of my problem is that all four of these stories felt -- well -- short. I didn't feel that way with the two
previous anthologies they've done but I wanted more out of these.

I also am a little uncomfortable with the whole "fated mates" themes, which are certainly convenient in
novellas, but which give me a twinge of discomfort. That said, these stories have some really interesting
wrinkles and wonderful images and variations and I still recommend it highly. The use of the WW2 era in
particular was very nifty.

I also like the use of the Grail myth stories in a way that felt true to what I know about them.
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Penny says

I read the first story only. I had to put it down after I read what kind of language was in part of the story. I
was thoroughly apalled when I found out what the two main characters had to do to "summon" the Holy
Grail. When I read these stories had the Holy Grail in them I thought it would mean with Christian
principles. This story has none. I was sadly mistaken.

Angela9600 says

Here is a book with 4 different authors and I loved every single story (quite rare). That they were all set in
England didn't hurt. :)

Natalie says

I saw this book in the library and I usually don't read short stories, but thought it would be fast reading. I read
two of the four. Since I've read books by Jo Beverley and Mary Jo Putney, I was interested in just those
authors' stories. It was o.k. Short stories have to move so fast that the ideas seem implausible, but the stories
were o.k. for the length and genre that it was.

Cris says

Four different takes on The Holy Grail set in Britain. I picked it up because the basic premise sounded
interesting, and I usually enjoy reading the different stories authors create from the same basic premise.

Well, I still think the premise is interesting, but the less said about the execution the betters. I'm especially
disappointed in Beverley and Putney since I expected the most from their stories. I found the characters to be
flat with way too much plot crammed into the stories. Everything felt rushed in every story, except possibly
Harbaugh's.

I do think the characters in Karen Harbaugh's story are the least anachronistic that I've read in quite some
time.

Janga says

All four of these writers are major talents, and I've enjoyed all the anthologies on which they've collaborated.
This was no exception. I was fascinated in the different ways the four employed the Grail story. Mary Jo
Putney's WW II setting was especially interesting because it's an unusual choice. Chalice of Roses is joining
Faery Magic and Dragon Lovers on my keeper shelves.


