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Heir to the clan MacFarlane, Ailiswas a prize to be bartered by her calculating father, and her wedding to a
man she despised seemed inevitable--until she is abducted by her clan's worst enemy, Alexander MaDubh, a
brutally handsome laird with ice in his eyes and hot blood in his veins.

Alexander had comeriding into Leargan to claim the three children born of aforbidden love between his
brother and lovely Ailis sister. Now, with Ailis herself as his pawn, he can strike at the enemy whose
treachery robbed his clan of so much. Her beauty and her fierce temper stir his blood, and vengeance has
never been so sinfully sweet. But will a passion they cannot deny be enough to ease the pain and torment of
the past?

Praise for Hannah Howell and her Highland novels. . .

"Few authors portray the Scottish highlands as lovingly or colorfully as Hannah Howell." --Publishers
Weekly

"Expert storyteller Howell pens another Highland winner." --Romantic Times
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Clarice says

Love Hannah's highland love stories.

L aura Beth says

Ok, | am just not getting into Alexander's story like | thought | would. Ailisis great, Alexeander not so
much. And Howell is taking too long to get any movement forward in the plot. | like big books but not when
they arefilled with needless details.

Ok, isthisthe same Alexander that was in the previous books in the series? | don't think so. This Alexander
was sullen, rude, made bad decisions, and just hateful. The Alexander in the previous books had much the
same issues but hid them behind a smile and teasing. They hid the hurt that went deep. The Alexander in this
book wasjust cruel in places. We were told that he had hurts and issues but not shown that it was so through
his actions and words.

I was much disappointed in this 3rd installment of the series. Plus there was no appearance of previous
characters.

Wyrdness says

I honestly want to know if romance authors write this kind of tripe fully believing in it or if they just don't
care that they are helping to perpetuate some horrific ways of thinking as long as they're getting paid for it.

A young MacFarlane woman and her niece and nephews are kidnapped by the MacDubh clan because it
turns out the children were fathered by the younger (married) brother of that clan's Laird. The Macdubh hate
the MacFarlane because the uncle of the young woman somehow arranged to steal a crap-ton of land and
wealth from them and murdered the old Laird (the current Laird's father) with the help of hislover, the late
step-mother of the current MacDubh Laird. Somehow this all got set up so everything bypassed the old
laird's heirs and if they tried to do anything about it they'd be branded outlaws by the king of Scotland for
non-explained Handwavium Reasons.

The Macdubh Laird is a huge misogynist that thinks just because a handful of women (his step-mother, two
previous wives, and his brother's late wife) have been terrible people in the past then all women must be like
that and he goes out of hisway not to mix with anyone who would prove otherwise to him. He proceeds to
vengeance rape the young woman for the crime of being born a MacFarlane and to piss off her kin and
betrothed (who is aso a horrible person she didn't want to marry either). The author tries realy hard to make
out it's not rape and it's all okay because the woman decides that because she can't avoid the forced sex she
would at least try and avoid more harm and pain by attempting to enjoy the whole thing. Since the Laird isa
Studly McHotty she can't help but be attracted to (despite his awful behaviour) that makes everything better.
So begins the insta-Stockholm-Syndrome-love thing.

After much off-page shagging she winds up pregnant. After she tells him she's pregnant he demands to know
who the father is because, as mentioned, he's abit of adick. She gives him agood smack in the face for this
insult among many and after a non-apology and an extrainsult about her "tainted" bloodline the Laird
decides they must now get married for the sake of the child, even though he hates women and especially
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MacFarlanes. The young woman doesn't put up much of afight, partly because she has nowhere else to go or
away to support herself and a child, but mostly because she's suffering from that insta-Stockholm-
Syndrome-love thing and she truly believes that she can change this cold, abusive dick of aman if she just
stays nearby and constantly shines the power of her compassion and love upon him.

... And at this point | decided I'd had quite enough of hating myself and claimed a DNF at 49%. | think that
was at least 48% longer than | should have taken and | haven't even bitched about the weirdly shoehorned in
bits with the niece having the Sight. Just do yourselves a favour and stay clear of this unlessyou're atrue
masochist.

Elke says

I'm such a sucker for historical romances with rough knights and handsome alpha men *deep sigh* Oh well,
agirl can dream, right? And Hannah Howell definitely knows how to make a girl day dream! I've reread this
book and loved it again :)

Elle says

Ailis, the only heir to the clan MacFarlane, and betrothed to the repugnant Donald MacCordy, finds hersel f
captive to Alexander MacDubh, a handsome man whose clan has been engaged in a bloody feud with both
the MacCordys and MacFarlanes. Once he realizes who he has in his grasp, Alexander decides to exact some
revenge on his enemies by ravishing Ailis and sending her home, shamed. He knows that Ailis uncleisa
proud, harsh man, and he'll be shamed and furious to receive Ailis back absent her chastity. Alexander
knows, too, that Donald still needs the alliance with the MacFarlanes and he needs her dowry, so helll still
wed her, but he'll know that Alexander had her first and it will eat at him. Alexander also knows that both of
these men can be violent and cruel, so he must know that Ailiswill suffer profound abuse just because she
was atool used for his vengeance.

The author hopes to excuse Alexander by telling us that he suffered the betrayal of an unfaithful stepmother
and crazy 2nd wife who killed his only daughter. So he hates and distrusts women in general. Alexander's
brother attempts to remind him that Ailis was only a child when her father murdered theirs, and that she has
nothing to do with their feud against the MacCordy's. Alexander acknowledges al this, but still won't
reconsider. It's perhaps even worse that some half-strangled remnant of decency in him nips at his
conscience even while he continues on his course. It's even more reprehensible when he's faced with the
irrefutable fact that this girl isakind, decent, mora human being who has been the sole bastion of kindness
to his bastard niece and nephews in a hostile home, and he STILL can't be persuaded not to force himself on
her, ruin her, and hand her back to the brutality of her kin and betrothed. | loathed the hero, but because of it,
my emotions were powerfully engaged, and | really wanted to see how the author would redeem this SOB by
the end.

For her part, Ailis hates her uncle and her betrothed, and so she makes up her mind that if she has to choose
who will be the man to make awoman of her, she'd rather it be the handsome Alexander, even tho she knows
that he's only going to use her for his vengeance, even though she knows he fully intends to ravish her and
shame her and send her home to be abused. Donald would be intentionally hurtful (he's depicted as cruel, as
if there's some important contrast between the physical harm he'd do and the life-wrecking harm Alexander
intends). So Ailis she makes up her mind to accept her lot and try to enjoy what she can, while she can,
before she's sent home to be avictim (asif she's not currently avictim). That's another effort, | think, to
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excuse Alexander's choices. The heroine sees him as alesser evil so apparently his cruelties are OK so long
as she gets some pleasure before he hands her over to men who he knows will hurt or possibly even kill her
because of what he's done. | was frustrated here, too, because | hate it when the heroineis so easily seduced
that afew well-placed touches and she's beyond caring what it does to her dignity, her power over her own
life and body. | keep wondering why heroines in these books are such slaves to their own passions that even
their own self-interests and human dignity are unimportant. | can't relate. But that, too, is compelling.
Frustrating, but compelling.

| have to say that every little feminist bone in my body was offended by all this but | kept turning pages.
Maybe thisis why the alphajerk hero is such a powerful draw for some readers. | wanted to see things sort
themselves out, and without going into detail, though | wasn't entirely satisfied (I really need to see "heroes’
like this suffer some pangs of remorse for the harm they intended, and make some effort to make amends
before I'm entirely satisfied, and that doesn't happen here), the relationship is redeemed enough that | was
rooting for the couple by the end.

The story loses a star because the hero is a horrible man and, while the heroine does stand up for herself
somewhat she still tolerates way more than she should. Despiteit all, | loved the humor salted into the story
and | cried over the heroine's problems more than once. And that earns the story at least a B+.

Hannah Howell has won a new reader. I'll be buying the rest of her historicals the next time my library is
depleted.

Michelle says

After reading a scathing review on Amazon | absolutely had to pick up this novel. | was pleasantly surprised
by it. The story surrounds the haunted Alexander MacDubh and the spirited Ailis. A sort of Romeo and Juliet
story, but one with a much happier ending. | thought the characters were really well written and believable.
A redlly great story that you can read over and over.

TinaMarie says

Clan feuds, vengeance, greed, men in kilts and a fiery woman, trademark Howell

tee says

Boring slow and just ridiculous last half of book
(Me reading the book)
"For the love of God!!!"

*skips 2 chapters®
"She's still being held hostage and talking in her bedroom!!"
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* skips 2 chapters*

"Areyou kidding me? She's still walking in the woods?!™
*kips 2 chapters*

*skips 2 more*

Tonya Warner says

Ailis MacFarlane has unhappily come to terms with her fate. She isthe last of her family, and her uncle has
demanded she marry Donald MacCordy to secure a bond between the families. A way to add strength against
their enemies. The number one enemy being the MacDubhs. Little did they redlize that the bastard children
her sister had left with her were half MacDubhs,

Alexander MacDubhs finds out about his niece and nephews almost too late to bring the home. His brother's
drunken rant revels the truth, and when they steal the children, they end up with the betrothed of a MacCordy
and a MacFarlane as well. The chance for revenge is ailmost too much for Alexander to handle, but Ailisis
not what he expected. Her fierce spirit just might chance the tragic shadows in his heart away.

Really sweet.

Elis Madison says

I've said it before and I'll say it again—I have no problem with a story where | hate one of the protagonists

for part of the book. Those kinds of books can be powerful and dramatic, and so long as the hateful person

pulls hisor her head out of that nether orifice before the HEA, it's all good. But if they do something really
dastardly, then | damn well need to see some groveling before the HEA. Thisis one of those books that |eft
me with issues.

So here'sthe storyline:

AilisMacFarlane isthe only heir to her family's holdings unless her beastly and abusive Uncle Colin
manages to father a child before someone cuts his throat. Said beastly uncle has decided Ailis should marry
Donald MacCordy, eldest son of his clan'slaird. Donald is also beastly—and rapey, and TSTL. And he
kisses like a leech.

Ailis has the care of her sister Mairi's bastard children, and a hulking reject named Jaime who adores her
because she's the only person he knows who doesn't treat him like crap. Surprisingly, Donald has agreed to
let her keep them. Not like him to be so thoughtful. Hmmm...

Turns out that, apart from looking forward to punishing Ailisfor her repeated rejection of his attempted rape
seduction, Donald also wants Ailis because it would seal an alliance between his popul ar-as-a-skunk-at-a-
garden-party clan and hers. And he'll take the kiddies, too, because he happens to know something Ailis
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doesn't—that their father is Barra MacDubh. Barrais the younger brother (and sole heir) of the MacDubh
laird, Alexander, so histwin sons, though they're bastards, are valuable property, especially to aguy who
wantsto stick it to the MacDubhs..

Mairi's untimely death has sent Barrainto an acoholic funk. Not only did he lose the love of hislife, but
because the MacFarlanes and MacDubhs are feuding, he can't exactly go to her family's keep and claim his
kids. They're half MacFarlane, so his clan won't welcome them, and they're half MacDubh, so if their
paternity was known the MacFarlanes won't treat them well, either. Fortunately, Barra gets schnockered and
blurts the whole story, and Alex decides to go collect his heirs. He can stand allittle MacFarlane stink if it
means he doesn't ever have to marry again. He's concluded from his vast experience with the gentler sex that
all women are evil.

He and his best men ride onto MacFarlane lands, just exactly where Ailis and Jaime have conveniently taken
the kids on an outing away from the stronghold. Alex grabs the kids, and takes Jaime and Ailis aswell. Ailis
realizesthat she, being heir to the MacFarlane laird, won't be well-treated if the MacDubhs know who she s,
so she claims to be the children’'s nurse. Unfortunately for Ailis her subterfuge doesn't hold up long.

Alex already has a Jones for the wench. Once he knows she's the only current heir of his father's murderer,
and that she's betrothed to wed a MacCordy, he justifies his intentions for her as just vengeance for the
wrongs those clans have perpetrated on his own.

It doesn't really help me like this guy that he considers all the obvious moral issues. Ailis was a baby when
the MacFarlanes killed his da and cheated his clan of some lands. She had nothing to do with the wrongs her
clan did to his. He's aware that Colin MacFarlane and Donald MacCordy are both vindictive SOB's who will
probably punish her because he used her for his revenge against them. He's aware, too, that Donald
MacCordy, on a good day when he's not pissed, would be a cruel husband. And he's aware that Ailis doesn't
want to be violated. Which makes him arapist if he proceeds. None of this gives him pause. He wants her,
he'll have her, and then he'll kick her to the curb and let her face the consegquences.

Barra and the rest of the clan aren't any more thrilled than | am with this plan—Barratriesto talk him out of
it, but Alex isn't budging. Barra does get him to promise not to hurt the girl (apparently raping her and
sending her home to abusive men who will beat and/or kill her because of what he did isn't hurting her).
Even so, we're later told that if Ailis had put up much resistance, he'd have "had to" get rough with her.

All thisis supposed to be acceptable because Ailisis sort of OK with it. She doesn't want to be raped or
shamed, but if she's gonnalose her virginity unwillingly (cuz she wasn't gonna be willing with Donald
either) she'd rather lose it to Alex. And besides, she's not kidding herself. If she resists she's only going to be
raped anyway, but less gently. If anybody buys that her choice to submit in order to avoid being hurt means
it wasn't rape, they seriously need intervention.

After the deed is done, Ailis cries, both for her stolen virginity and for the fact that her body responded
against her will.
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And that's the bit | hate most of all in these bodice rippers. Serioudly, it's grossto have forced sex result in a
mind-blowing orgasm for the victim.

The next day, Alex decides that after the pleasure he took from raping her, he'll "support” her by escorting
her to breakfast. I'm supposed to like this guy, because after raping her he pulls a shred of decency out of his
ass and accompanies her down to breakfast so he can help her deal with the pity and shame he'sinflicted on
her.

There'sjust (barely) enough redemption at the end to make me OK with the HEA, but this hero never is
never aman any sensible heroine should trust. Recognizing that you've been an assholeis not the same as
feeling remorse for pain you've caused. And without awareness of that pain and honest regret for it, | don't
see much hope for change.

I'll give thisthree stars, cuz thiswasn't aregency and the story had some action (and kept me reading even
when | wanted to

)

With just atouch of remorse/growth on the hera's part, this could've gotten four stars, but the gag-worthy
moments lost at least a point—and if | were the PC type it would be more.

Juno says

T?pa 60 0O¢ T HLA 1OTOP?A, TNV 1OTOP?0 TOU Reckless. Mpiv att? apKET? XpVid n ¢?An Hou n
Mo?A\n TpooTB80?0€ va PE TE?OEl VO apX?0w va dlaf2w ata ayyAik?. Mp?rel va ?tav T?te Tou
KUKAOQ?pnoe 1o 60 Harry Potter kI ev? aUT? TO £€?X€ 20N O1OB?0€lI KAl OTEIAO?0€E VO OV OTIOKOA APEL
TO T?A0C (TTVTA TNG ?PECE VA dIAP2LEN TNV TEAELTA?0 OEA?DO ?TAV 21 pve a PIBA?0) ey?
KO1Y?2LOUV TEPIKAVOVTOC TNV EAANVIK? LETPOOON. ZTNV TPOOTI?OEIA TNC AOITIV VO E TE?OEl 2Tl OEV
?21av Kal 1700 8?0K0A0 va dlaB?0e1¢ oTa ayyAlK? (K?TI TIoL BEwpo?0a adVATO HIOC KAl TO
EKTINIOEVTIK? O?0TNUO PE E7XE TE?OEI TWG OV KOTE?C 0TO Proficiency o € v £?2pel¢ ayyAIlK?) HoL 2QepE
07p0 10 Reckless. Ma? pe aut? 2gepe kKal 2AAa duo BIPA?a, "M?mwg €?0te metrosexua ?' kait 1000
Sudoku", yiat? 1?tola €val. Na xpvia 1o Reckless Top?ueve adl ?Bacto atn BIAI0O?KN LOL AAA?
EKEVN OEV 2MUVE VO TO OV TO BU?LEL PE K7DE ELKAIP?A - TEAEUTO 20 QOP? TIOU TO OV 2PEPE TO 70E0E
oav ?7po yia va evepyoTolnBe? oto Goodreads.

TeAlk? {ekvnoa va dlafB?lw ota ayyAlk? ?tav i?pa Kindle 1o 2013. To Reckless e§akoAovBo?0e va
HE TEPIUVEL. 70TIOV @?TOC, K?TOIO OTIYU? TIOL 2B va dlaB?0w K2t EAa@P? - literally eAa@p? yiat?
KOB?7UouV o€ KAP?KAQ Kol TO 7AA0 BIBA?0 TIoL €2Xa 0€ €€?A1EN ?tav Ta ®?ta 1o TP?reEl va uy?Lel
TIVW AT? KIA? - TO €200 0TN BIPAIOBXKN KAl OK2PTNKA "PE, A", ?pX100 va JAB W TIC TP?TEC
OEADEC XWP?C VA E?pw av BPAwW va TO CUVEX?0W, KAI OTNV TIOPE?A OK2PTNKa TO #readathonl7 kal
TNV TPOTPOTT? TOL VA BY02UE OTT? TO OPUO0 HOC KAl VA OO B?00VUE K?TI Ol AQOPETIK? ATL? AUT? TIOL
?XOUWE aLVNB?0el. AV KOl 0 EUTIVEVCT?C TNC TIPPKANGCN G O€ VOUL W VO €7XE TIOT? K?TI T?T010 OTO
HLOA? TOU, €y? oK?2@tnKa "PE, AEZ;".

10 TOU BIPA?0L T?pa. To £€?200¢ 0TO OTIO?0 B?(El TOV EQVT? TOL €Al TO historical romance, aAA? dev
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UTI?PXEl T2TOTA TO IOTOPIK? 2P0 TOU ?T1 JlAdPAUAT?LETAl 0TI HECAIWVIK? ZKWT 20, XWP?¢ va

MO B0 VOUE K?TI TRIPATIAVW. O UTIOPO?0€ VA Sl AdPAMAT?LETAI OE V0O TINAT? COTIOUV 2TEPAC.
EVOAAOKTIK?C TOU T?TAOC Ba propo?oe va €val 1o "Nat, EIZAI piooyvng!™ aAA? aut? vou?2{w 10
?X0UV TIPOA?Bel AAAO?. OI XOPOKT?PEC 2TAV ETI?MEDOI OOV TOUG KOIAIAKO?C TOUG, OAA? euTUX G\’
OUTO?C T PATIOAVOHOP@OI (K?0TIVYK ?Xw KVel Alexander Skarsgard kai Alicia Vikander, va &?pete). H
PO? TNC OKEYNC TOUG NTAV EaV? KAl EAV? KATI OVUECA O€ "HOL @?PETAL OOV OKOUTI?2dI OAA? 100G
TO &2, EVTUXWCE TOU EIVAL KOUT?G KOl TOUAOXIOTOV B0 TO Xap?' KOl "Tn fa? Yot e1val yAoq
TV €XOPV LOUL KO TIIVW ATIOAD YUVO KO KO Ol YOVOIKEG E1VAL TIPOOOTPEC, OAOI TO §?pOuV aUTO,
OMWC EIVOIL KOUT? KO TN BeAw €dw KAl TwpA". 700 yia TO O€E, dlaf3?701e KaA?tepa Game of Thrones,
?XEl TOA? TEPLOC?TEPO KAl KAAPTEPO. ANAND? deV 0€LEl N TATEAVWOT TOU VO KUKAOQPOPE?C
olaf?Covtac BIBALO PE T?TO10 EWPUAND ?Va TO eXEIC currently reading yia 2,5 aknv?g
TPATIOAVPOUAVTIKOU AOBUENKIVYK KOI LTIOV?N G KOVa dUO OKOUA.

H Aoyik? Tou "d1aB?w K211 yia va XaAap?0w" eV UOL KVEL 071w ? 2AAwG yiat? literature is
supposed to upset the reader 2mwg ?XEl TEL KOl JIo TOA?TON ota v?2X10 ToL EAANVIKO? Goodreads
ouyypa@?0c. To Reckless 2uwg dev ?tav Kav auT?, Jou TI7pE 3 ELOOU?DEC VIAT? ?tav 1200 BaPET? TIOU
680 UTIOPO?00 VA TO ?XW TIPAT?0El AV? TI200 OTIYU?, OK2UO KOl OTIC TEAEVTA?EC OEA?DEC. O HVOC
AYOC TIOU ETTUEIVA VO TO TEAEI?00 2TAV V1A VO BY?AW OUT? TN QWTOYpPa@?2a:
https://www.instagram.com/p/BRIX8fKAY ...

Hannah Howell, we shall not meet again, "historical" romance, kal pe ava 1o ?d10.
Mo?\n. ?pa va Kvel¢ Goodreads.

#readathonl7 [6/26 and 3/14 female writers] ~ [ a BiIBA?0 aTT? £€700¢ AOYOTEXV?0C TIOL OEV ?XETE
Eavadlap?oel]

Rebecca (everyday reader) says

Ailisisabout to marry a man she despises because her greedy father uses her to build himself up. Alexander,
chief of ahated enemy clan, has decided to get his brothers bastard children, but since Ailis has raised them
she refuses to be separated from them. With her unexpected presence Alexander can't stop thinking about her
spirit, beauty, and wit. The children get to know there father, Ailis father reaps what he has sown, and love
and passion bloom for Alexander and Ailis. Good read!!

Jess the Romanceaholic says

While overall the type of story | like (historical Scotland, kidnapped bride, fighting clans, blah blah blah) |
was REALLY put off by her sexual assault at the beginning. I'm torn. Part of me feelsit should be classified
asarape, part of me saysit was "forced seduction” since she obvioudly "enjoyed" it and capitulated very
clearly. However, I'm leaning towards rape because she truly didn't have a choice -- he flat out told her he
was going to rape her, that there was nothing she could do to stop it, and she got half drunk beforehand to
kind of ease her own way. Sure, in true romance-novel style, he turned out to be a skilled and considerate
lover, and she of course got turned on and even climaxed, but | was still disgusted by the situation. I'd have
much preferred it if he'd given her time to, IDK, adjust to her fate or something. Instead, he kidnapped her in
the afternoon and bedded her by evening. While | realize that's much more "generous’ than what would have
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truly happened in those times (where she'd have been raped on the spot, probably in front of witnesses, and
then passed around the soldiers), it still turned my stomach.

Also, the "honoring" of her promise to Malcom made me want to shake her for her stupidity.
Other than that, it was an enjoyable story. | just couldn't get past that part to give it a higher rating.

3 Stars.

? Sassy ~ Amy ? says

| do not like the kind of stories where you do not like the "hero". Or that you can't say to yourself, "oh, | wish
I had him". This one was a complete asshole.

Ok, Alexander rides out to get his brothers 3 bastard children from his enemies, finds lem playing with Ailis
& her stuttering huge friend Jamie. He takes them all back to the castle and finds out Ailisisthe only heir of
one of his enemies & betrothed to another enemy. So he decides he's going to take her chastity. And does.

Now Ailis, stupid girl, lets it happen because she has no choice for one, and decides she would rather do this
with Alexander instead of Donald. She decides she redlly likes him and doesnt want to be his whore
anymore, but wants something else from him he can't give. She finds out months later, she iswith child &
the shit hits the fan so to speak in this story from here.

Asfar asaHEA ending, | don't know what to really say besides it was the better of 2 evils.

| still think Alexander was an ass!

Carrie Felton says

| was so pleased to see Alexander finally get his happily ever after. All | can say isthat it was completely
different than | expected and that only made it better!
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