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The Last Shot: City Streets, Basketball Dreams Darcy Frey
It ought to be just a game, but basketball on the playgrounds of Coney Island is much more than that — for
many young men it represents their only hope of escape from a life of crime, poverty, and despair. In The
Last Shot, Darcy Frey chronicles the aspirations of four of the neighborhood’s most promising players. What
they have going for them is athletic talent, grace, and years of dedication. But working against them are
woefully inadequate schooling, family circumstances that are often desperate, and the slick, brutal world of
college athletic recruitment. Incisively and compassionately written, The Last Shot introduces us to
unforgettable characters and takes us into their world with an intimacy seldom seen in contemporary
journalism. The result is a startling and poignant expose of inner-city life and the big business of college
basketball.
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Julia says

This is an account of six months in the life of 4 Coney Island projects living, public school attending,
basketball superstars, and their potential for escape from their lives with the skills that they show on the
court. It's interesting, but it has a few major downfalls in my mind. One is that it never faces up to the fact
that the writer has a place in the story. You can't be a middle-aged white man hanging out with a bunch of
inner city black kids and not take that into account. I think Frey has to face up to the fact that just like the
recruiters and the Nike sponsors, he too has a vested interest in the lives of these kids, and as a writer he's not
just some invisible observer on the sidelines.
I also thought that the narrative relied too heavily on the drama of what happens next (will he make the shot?
will he pass his SATs? will he get recruited?) but then never satisfies the reader's hunger for the answers to
those questions.
Still, in terms of sports writing, this managed to keep me interested, and it also does a good job of giving a
voice to a population that otherwise would remain silent.

Benoit Lelièvre says

Becoming a high level athlete is some sort of American Dream for every young man around the world. It's
what we would all be if we had the breeding and the work ethic to get there. It's the top of the food chain for
boys. But there's a gap between the idea and the reality of elite sports and THE LAST SHOT tries its best to
illustrate what it feels like for four young boys of Coney Island, including a 14 years old Stephon Marbury,
who would grow up to become a tormented NBA superstar.

Frey has a great pen, although sometimes he indulge in overwriting and the necessary sensibility to translate
the wild and frantic recruiting process into great literature. It's a solid book about the broken business of
college sports recruiting and that, I thought it was interesting, attempts to explain what kind of pressure elite
athletes are under. It's not just about Bentleys and hoes when multimillion dollar businesses sell dreams and
hopes using your performances.

Tootah says

3.5 stars

THE LAST SHOT follows the lives of immensely talented black basketball players at Lincoln High School
through one season of the game. All of these players, with the exception of one, are from the Coney Island
projects (“hulking, prisonlike, and jutting straight into the sea”). Frey uses these poor, black kids sort of as an
example of the belief that yeah, college sports/recruiting/the NCAA are reeeeeally shady. Which, no shit,
dude.

There was some pretty disturbing stuff in here, or at least disturbing to me, like the fact that Nike is running
fucking farm systems full of teenage student-athletes. And for what? SHOES! Money! That's insane to me.
Or the way these (mostly black) kids are being described by (mostly white) coaches and recruiters: for
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example, at one point, an assistant coach refers to the aforementioned kids practicing basketball as "horses."
Talk about dehumanizing.

“Yup, a lotta horses here,” remarked Tom Sullivan, one of Seton Hall’s assistant coaches, on the first day of
camp.”

There was also some pretty heartbreaking stuff, like everything Russell Thomas was going through. He
seemed so disturbed, like there was a lot more than just anxiety going on. And also just seemingly regular
stuff like this, that's just a side effect of living somewhere like Coney Island:

“And despite their athletic skills, and the crowds of coaches who watched them all summer, most of the
players have returned to Coney Island completely broke and have found no legitimate options for making
money besides hawking sodas on the boardwalk. It’s hard work, lugging a case of Cokes from the nearest
supermarket a mile away, then selling them one by one as the brutal summer sun hangs like a surgeon’s
lamp in the afternoon sky. For their trouble the players often get a summons from the police. Meanwhile, the
drug business directly across Surf Avenue seems as brisk as ever and appears to draw less official
attention.”

I think the biggest flaw of this book is something that Donald Marbury, a father of one of the players, hinted
at. In a way, Darcy Frey is no different than the coaches and the recruiters. They all want a piece of these
kids. That's something the author only partially admits to.

Will Johnson says

This review was reprinted from my website Secure Immaturity. Please check out the site and comment on
this review and others.

Not a lot of books had made me cry and in my extensive non-fiction book reading, I’ve read some horrific
things. But sometimes the event of something horrible like rejection, failure and even death, is not enough to
stir an emotional response. Sometimes the character that experiences one or many of those things is, even
with full textual explanation, too far removed from the reader to be appreciated on a human level. In a
biography of, say, George Clooney, can you really, actually, feel connected to a man so far removed from
you?

The Last Shot manages to not only provide a deep connection with its ‘characters’ but makes me realize
how, frankly, easy my life is. I’m not one to flaunt the luxuries of my life but I realize how lucky I am. . .and
I suppose that is half of Mr. Darcy’s point in writing The Last Shot. The book takes place in Coney Island
and centers around four talented but troubled basketball players that attend Lincoln high school. Three of
them, Tchaka, Russell, and Corey, are entering their senior year and are beginning the stressful process of
college recruitment. The fourth, a young, wiley freshman named Stephon Marbury, is making a name for
himself. . .and awaits four long years of trials and tribulations and the ability to finally make it to the next
level (something his three brothers almost did, but couldn’t).

Frey manages to stay as neutral as possible during his eight months with the players but, as he discovers first
hand and brilliantly displays with his writing, we start to get connected to the characters (though the book
takes place in the early 90s and some of the fates, like Marbury’s, are obviously well known by now) and
start to feel both trapped by their environment and equally seduced/repulsed by the NCAA and the college
system. Much like the film Hoop Dreams, which I will be reviewing later on the site, the point of the project
was initially basketball. . .but turned into the soul and essence of humanity. In the end, basketball becomes as
trivial as it should be: a sport that is a joy to play and watch but not the end all be all of existence. However,
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in Coney Island, and for many families, changing that distinction isn’t an option.

Frey is an invested observer and isn’t approaching the work as if it is a objective report. He is there in the
harsh, dangerous settings and is playing narrator/overlord to the men and, for the most part, letting them play
their part without his input. But what is so unique about the book is that, at some point, Frey begins to realize
he is, just by being around second-hand, starting to play a part in the boy’s lives and effecting them in ways
that wouldn’t be if he wasn’t around. And by book’s end, he starts to put aside journalistic integrity and
actually reach out to lead the player’s down a path that will be beneficial to them. This isn’t so his book can
create drama. . .but so he can save the people he (and the readers) have learned to love.

The most fascinating case is Russell. The most talented of the senior players (Marbury is the best overall
player of any of the boys), Russell is a few brain cells away from crazy. He is immensely intelligent and has
a work ethic matched by hardly anyone in his zip code. Yet he dips into periods of odd social behavior that
has, in its most trivial moments, led him to act odd in public and, at its most serious, caused him to threaten
suicide. He is fragile and one suspects in any other neighborhood, the kinks could be worked out. But Russell
is a ticking time bomb and as his college recruitment days go up and down, so do his moods. We, as invested
observers, and the author can’t help but try to reach out. . .and by the time you reach the ‘12 Years Later’
afterward, though I won’t tell you what happens, you’re heart will be literally ripped out of your chest and
stomped on with abandon. Like I said, few books have made me cry. . .I literally had to put the book down in
mid-sentence and had to look up at the sky and ask ‘why’. It was that moving. . .and sad.

Tchaka, whose height, and not his inferior skills in comparison to Russell, seemingly grant him the dream
the other players work so hard for (with little results) and this adds to both Russell’s depression and the
oppressive claustrophobia that starts to infect the book. Coney Island always feels dangerous due to the drugs
and gangbangers but as the stakes get higher, even for the author, the surroundings begin to get grim. At one
point, you feel like the author and the player’s lives are in danger and the corners of every block get more
dangerous. And as the author starts to get excluded from access due to jealousies and fear, the author, and
therefore the reader, start to get placed in the dark. . .and it is uncomfortable. I started getting a sick feeling
in my stomach towards the end. . .like something bad was going to happen.

The book is captivating from beginning to end but for different reasons. The author’s (and player’s)
innocence is beautiful to watch in the beginning. It’s all about the game and how great it is. But then things
turn darker and darker as basketball becomes a twisted cousin of the joy it is perceived as in the beginning
and as we watch the boys become men and experience hardships beyond anything I can imagine, we also see
an author go through immense changes as well. Frey probably represents the common white middle-class
man like myself so his initial joy at doing this project leads to shocking revelations and a darkness often
unseen when placed behind the televised games and ‘glory’. If you want a book that will shake you a bit. .
.read this. I highly recommend it but prepared to be sad.

This was the first book I read in my own personal Quest for 100 challenge (read 100 books in 2010).

Manav Singh says

This biographical account gives a wonderful insight into the lives of the residents of Coney Island and the
many hardships faced by them. How every young boy has to make a decision - the easy one of getting
involved in drug peddling, or the tough one of struggling it out on the basketball court - which is the only
escape.
Another aspect this book touches upon is the extremely competitive college recruitment scene in the US.
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How, in spite of excellent skills on the court, many players fail to make it anywhere, owing to years of bad
schooling.
Darcy Frey touches upon these through the lives of four boys - Tchaka, Corey, Russell and Stephon
(Marbury) - all potential superstars, but with very different fates.
I would say that this is a must-read for any basketball enthusiast. After a point, it becomes unputdownable.

Vilis says

Lielisks st?sts par tr?sarpus vidusskolniekiem ce?? no ?ujorkas Steitenailendas, kas ce?as un iet gul?t ar
sap?iem par koledžas basketbolu. Šit?da dokument?l? literat?ra (un filmas), kas piev?ršas p?ris cilv?kiem
ilg?k? laika posm? ir mans v?jais punkts, bet vajadz?tu patikt, kurus var?tu interes?t jauno basketbola
zvaigž?u ražošanas sist?ma ASV.

Jennifer says

This was the book we chose for our City Reads project (Durham Reads Together) and I can not recommend
it highly enough. Frey's writing is lyrical and highly personal. He had an insight into these boys that few
authors get into anyone. They are not characters, they are not young black men, they are not basketball
players--they are very clear people he is writing about. Frey also makes you angry about the situation theses
boys are in is horrible; not just the poverty, but also the trap of basketball. I recommend this book to nearly
everyone. If you don't like basketball, the book has enough other stuff to pull you in (characterization, social
commentary, etc). If you do like basketball, this book will bring to life another side to basketball, one you
might not want to know about.

Brittany Young says

When I chose this novel, I was thinking about a different group of students than I usually think about. I was
thinking that in my own classroom, I want to make sure that all the students in my class can be able to go to
my book shelf and pick a book they would like to read. I was thinking about the young boys in my future
class. They would love a book like this. I would suggest it to middle school readers and above, but advanced
fifth grade boys may be able to read and understand it as well. I was surprisingly emotionally affected by this
book in a way that I never thought I would be. This book is not just about Basketball. It follows four high
school boys who live in a very run down urban area on Cooney Island. Abraham Lincoln High School was
known for its basketball program, and all four of the chronicled boys believed it was their only way to
succeed in life. Even if that success had nothing to do with basketball, they needed it to get where they
wanted to go in life. The book covers social issues like living in a struggling urban area, sketchy recruiting
tactics by colleges, and dealing with drugs and violence. The book is well written and descriptive in the text,
which allows the reader to put themselves right into Cooney Island. We get to feel what the four boys feel,
and struggle as they do. This book would be useful in exposing to young students what it is like to live in
such an urban area. It is a very real and raw book, it deals with tough issues that people who are less
fortunate than most deal with every day. I liked the book altogether, it was emotional and “real” in the way it
was written. There was no sugar coating, and that tactic worked well for this nonfiction novel.
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7703Emil says

For me, this book was a great read. The book was about 4 people growing up in the Coney Island Projects. It
was focused around Stephon Marbury, a former basketball player, Russell Thomas, Tchaka Shipp, and Corey
Johnson. It is an exciting book on the 4 trying to pass their high school exams and get to college, and
hopefully the NBA. The author did a great job in giving every detail he heard and saw, and gave you the feel
of how the games on the street court went. If this was the last book in the world I had, I would read it over
and over again.

Andrew Garvin says

The Last Shot is a concise portrayal of institutional racism, localized to college basketball. Frey follows four
teenagers as they navigate the NCAA recruitment process while living and balling in the projects of Coney
Island, New York. As the stars of their high school team, each young man represents hope for their otherwise
blighted community.

That hope is overwhelmed by a pervasive pressure associated with the expectation of making it to a D1
school - an expectation that most of Coney Island's best prospects fail to meet. The Last Shot now has - like
Hoop Dreams from the same year - a thick layer of irony. As a basketball fan, I know that three of the boys
never made it to the professional level. Hearing their dreams deferred (even just their desire to leave Coney
Island) is a sad and powerful experience.

Frey's prescience renders The Last Shot enduring. His observations about the NCAA and black culture
around athletics remain controversial, poignant, and contemporary twenty years later. Put simply, the NCAA
treats its recruits with a systemic hypocrisy that is most impactful to and repressive of black athletes. Frey
makes his points with a light touch, drawing them out of reflection on actual conversations - including Rick
Barnes' magic-act-as-recruitment pitch and Stephon Marbury's dad demanding Frey pay-to-play.

Particularly if you are a basketball fan and know who Starbury is, The Last Shot is a must read.

Companion Music: Outkast - Southernplayalisticadillacmuzik

Solistas says

Ο διακεκριµ?νος δηµοσιογρ?φος Darcy Frey π?ρασε το 1991 9 µ?νες στις συνοικ?ες του Coney Island

κ ?ζησε απ? κοντ? τις ζω?ς 4 νεαρ?ν µαθητ?ν που χ?ρις στο µπασκετικ? τους ταλ?ντο ?ψαχναν
δι?ξοδο απ'την σκληρ? ζω? που τους περ?µενε αν δεν κατ?φερναν να βρουν υποτροφ?ες σε κ?ποιο
πανεπιστ?µιο. Το Last Shot δεν ε?ναι φυσικ? απλ? ?να βιβλ?ο για το µπ?σκετ ?πως ?σως θα
περ?µενε κ?ποιος. Ο?τε καν µια ροµαντικ? εξιστ?ρηση για τις θυσ?ες που πρ?πει να κ?νουν αυτ?

τα παιδι? για να καταφ?ρουν να γλιτ?σουν απο µια ζω? που ξ?ρουν πολ? καλ? που καταλ?γει. O
Frey µε πολ? προσεκτικ? τρ?πο καυτηρι?ζει το οικονοµικ? παιχν?δι που πα?ζεται στις πλ?τες αυτ?ν
των παιδι?ν, αναλ?ει πως αυτ?ς οι γειτονι?ς βρ?θηκαν να αντικατοπτρ?ζουν τα ?ρια της
ανθρ?πινης αξιοπρ?πειας κ κατ'αυτ? τον τρ?πο φανερ?νει την παρωδ?α του αµερικανικο? ονε?ρου
στα πλα?σια του επαγγελµατικο? αθλητισµο?.
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Το Last Shot εκτ?ς ?τι προσφ?ρει απλ?χερα γν?ση για το β?ναυσο recruiting process των µεγ?λων
κολεγ?ων, καταφ?ρνει να δ?σει αρκετ? τροφ? για σκ?ψη γ?ρω απ'τις υποχρε?σεις που ?χουν αυτ?

τα ταλ?ντα σε µια τ?σο νεαρ? ηλικ?α, δ?νει µια σαφ? εικ?να για την παιδε?α τους που ε?ναι by

default λειψ? αλλ? π?νω απ'?λα δ?νει µια προσωπικ? µατι? στο πως ?λα µοι?ζουν στηµ?να ?στε
αυτ? τα πιτσιρ?κια να αποτ?χουν.

Η ?ρευνα του Frey σταµατ?ει κ?πως απ?τοµα αφο? σε κ?ποια στιγµ? χ?νει την πρ?σβαση του στους
πα?χτες. Η µητ?ρα του εν?ς αρχ?ζει να τον βλ?πει ως περισπασµ?, ο πατ?ρας του Marbury ως
?πουλο τ?πο που θ?λει να βγ?λει λεφτ? απ'το γιο του χωρ?ς να του δ?σει µερ?διο εν? κ το ?διο το
NCAA (η αρχ? του κολεγιακο? πρωταθλ?µατος) του απαγορε?ει την παρουσ?α του στις
συναντ?σεις του Tchaka µε τους προπονητ?ς των κολεγ?ων που τον ?θελαν στις οµ?δες τους.

Συνολικ? ?µως, δεν µπορε? κανε?ς παρ? να συνυπογρ?ψει το µυθικ? στ?τους που ?χει αυτ? το
βιβλ?ο στον κ?σµο των sports books.

Ο συγγραφ?ας ?ταν σ?γουρα τυχερ?ς που ?πεσε π?νω σε ?ναν πα?χτη που ?κανε σπουδα?α
καρι?ρα (ο Stephon Marbury δεν ?ταν απλ? ?να απ'τους 15 καλ?τερους πα?χτες στον κ?σµο στις
αρχ?ς των 00s αλλ? καθ?ρισε το µπ?σκετ στην Κ?να ?που αγων?ζεται απ'το 2011) κ σ?γουρα θα
πρ?πει κ?που να αναφερθε? ?τι ο συγγραφ?ας δεν σχολι?ζει π?σο ?λλαζε την καθηµεριν?τητα των
πρωταγωνιστ?ν µε την παρουσ?α του. Νοµ?ζω ?µως ?τι ?ποιος ενδιαφ?ρεται για τις κοινωνικ?ς
τ?ξεις, τη φυλ? κ τη β?α της αµερικανικ?ς κοινων?ας εδ? θα βρει ?να πραγµατικ? εξαιρετικ?

βιβλ?ο.

Krishna says

This kinda walks the path established by Heaven is a Playground, but resonated a bit more with me. Partly
because it's more recent and so I was more familiar with the characters on the periphery. It was interesting to
read about coaches in their younger days who are still around and of course, Stephon Marbury as a kid.
Partly because it goes a little harder at the system of "amateur" athletics, which at every level preaches lofty
ideal but is often at cross purposes with those ideals, with the same issues all these years later. Partly because
I just liked the kids. Looking up what happened next is depressing. But for some one who invests as much
interest in college basketball as I do, it's important to remember the numerous and extremely serious flaws in
the system, and this book is a great reminder.

Archie says

I was a huge fan of the documentary "Hoop Dreams" when I was younger (and still to this day), so it was
only natural that I come across this book sometime in high school.

This was a pretty awesome book when I first read it a decade ago. But to pick it up nearly 10 years later, read
it again, and then read the new afterword that closes the book, well, it blew my mind. It was downright
devastating to read those final pages. Wow.

This book is raw and real. It really analyzes and dissects an American epidemic that goes untreated. Quit
reading the crap Oprah recommends and check out this book.
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This is a must read for those who love basketball, majored in Sociology, or just wish to at least appear as if
they have good taste.

Kurt says

Book was pretty descent. Would probably recommend it to those that enjoy the sport of basketball. Stephon
Marbury has been a star from the day he walked into high school. Another player similar to him is Lebron
James having so much hype behind them at a young age, Kevin Garnett too.

Grady says

The African Americans of the Coney Island Projects are looking for basketball to be their way out of the
Projects. The Coney Island projects in Brooklyn are where a lot of the African Americans live. Most of them
attend Abraham Lincoln High when they are able to go into High school. Abraham Lincoln is known in the
East coast for producing very talented basketball players and basketball teams. The players of Abraham
Lincoln High are trying to make something of themselves so that they can find a way out of the Projects.
Tchaka Shipp is one the of my favorite characters in this book by Darcy Frey.
The Last Shot is a really good book to read especially for students in high school that like to play basketball.
This book by Darcy Frey has a pretty good story line and it also is easy to follow. This book also has some
characters that are very likeable. The characters in this book seem nice and helpful to other characters. There
doesn’t seem to be much of a conflict in this book either. I would recommend this book to athletes in high
school that like or play basketball and that love to play the sport. This book is good for most ages and isn’t
that hard to understand. I personally really like this book mainly because it’s about basketball and that it is
funny at times too. This book grasped my attention by the front cover and the summary on the back of the
book. In conclusion, this book is one of my favorite books because it’s easy to follow and comprehend.


