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It ought to be just a game, but basketball on the playgrounds of Coney Island is much more than that — for
many young men it represents their only hope of escape from alife of crime, poverty, and despair. In The
Last Shot, Darcy Frey chronicles the aspirations of four of the neighborhood’ s most promising players. What
they have going for them is athletic talent, grace, and years of dedication. But working against them are
woefully inadequate schooling, family circumstances that are often desperate, and the dlick, brutal world of
college athletic recruitment. Incisively and compassionately written, The Last Shot introduces us to
unforgettable characters and takes usinto their world with an intimacy seldom seen in contemporary
journalism. The result is a startling and poignant expose of inner-city life and the big business of college
basketball.
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Julia says

Thisis an account of six monthsin the life of 4 Coney Island projects living, public school attending,
basketball superstars, and their potential for escape from their lives with the skills that they show on the
court. It'sinteresting, but it has afew major downfallsin my mind. Oneisthat it never faces up to the fact
that the writer has a place in the story. Y ou can't be a middle-aged white man hanging out with a bunch of
inner city black kids and not take that into account. | think Frey has to face up to the fact that just like the
recruiters and the Nike sponsors, he too has avested interest in the lives of these kids, and as awriter he's not
just someinvisible observer on the sidelines.

| also thought that the narrative relied too heavily on the drama of what happens next (will he make the shot?
will he pass his SATS? will he get recruited?) but then never satisfies the reader's hunger for the answers to
those questions.

Still, in terms of sports writing, this managed to keep me interested, and it also does agood job of giving a
voice to a population that otherwise would remain silent.

Benoit Leliévre says

Becoming a high level athlete is some sort of American Dream for every young man around the world. It's
what we would al beif we had the breeding and the work ethic to get there. It's the top of the food chain for
boys. But there's a gap between the idea and the reality of elite sports and THE LAST SHOT triesits best to
illustrate what it feels like for four young boys of Coney Island, including a 14 years old Stephon Marbury,
who would grow up to become atormented NBA superstar.

Frey has a great pen, although sometimes he indulge in overwriting and the necessary sensibility to trandate
the wild and frantic recruiting process into great literature. It's a solid book about the broken business of
college sports recruiting and that, | thought it was interesting, attempts to explain what kind of pressure elite
athletes are under. It's not just about Bentleys and hoes when multimillion dollar businesses sell dreams and
hopes using your performances.

Tootah says

3.5 stars

THE LAST SHOT follows the lives of immensely talented black basketball players at Lincoln High School
through one season of the game. All of these players, with the exception of one, are from the Coney Island
projects (“hulking, prisonlike, and jutting straight into the sea”). Frey uses these poor, black kids sort of asan
example of the belief that yeah, college sports/recruiting/the NCAA are reeeeedly shady. Which, no shit,
dude.

There was some pretty disturbing stuff in here, or at least disturbing to me, like the fact that Nike is running
fucking farm systems full of teenage student-athletes. And for what? SHOES! Money! That's insane to me.
Or the way these (mostly black) kids are being described by (mostly white) coaches and recruiters: for
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example, at one point, an assistant coach refers to the aforementioned kids practicing basketball as "horses.”
Tak about dehumanizing.

“Yup, alotta horses here,” remarked Tom Sullivan, one of Seton Hall’ s assistant coaches, on the first day of
camp.”

There was also some pretty heartbreaking stuff, like everything Russell Thomas was going through. He
seemed so disturbed, like there was alot more than just anxiety going on. And also just seemingly regular
stuff like this, that's just a side effect of living somewhere like Coney Island:

“ And despite their athletic skills, and the crowds of coaches who watched them all summer, most of the
players have returned to Coney Island completely broke and have found no legitimate options for making
money besides hawking sodas on the boardwalk. It's hard work, lugging a case of Cokes from the nearest
supermarket a mile away, then selling them one by one as the brutal summer sun hangs like a surgeon’s
lamp in the afternoon sky. For their trouble the players often get a summons from the police. Meanwhile, the
drug business directly across Surf Avenue seems as brisk as ever and appears to draw less official

attention.”

| think the biggest flaw of this book is something that Donald Marbury, afather of one of the players, hinted
at. In away, Darcy Frey is no different than the coaches and the recruiters. They all want a piece of these
kids. That's something the author only partially admits to.

Will Johnson says

This review was reprinted from my website Secure Immaturity. Please check out the site and comment on
thisreview and others.

Not alot of books had made me cry and in my extensive non-fiction book reading, I’ ve read some horrific
things. But sometimes the event of something horrible like rejection, failure and even death, is not enough to
stir an emotional response. Sometimes the character that experiences one or many of those thingsis, even
with full textual explanation, too far removed from the reader to be appreciated on ahuman level. In a
biography of, say, George Clooney, can you really, actually, feel connected to a man so far removed from
you?

The Last Shot manages to not only provide a deep connection with its ‘ characters’ but makes me realize
how, frankly, easy my lifeis. I’'m not one to flaunt the luxuries of my life but | realize how lucky | am. . .and
| suppose that is half of Mr. Darcy’s point in writing The Last Shot. The book takes place in Coney Island
and centers around four talented but troubled basketball players that attend Lincoln high school. Three of
them, Tchaka, Russell, and Corey, are entering their senior year and are beginning the stressful process of
college recruitment. The fourth, ayoung, wiley freshman named Stephon Marbury, is making a name for
himself. . .and awaits four long years of trials and tribulations and the ability to finally make it to the next
level (something his three brothers almost did, but couldn’t).

Frey manages to stay as neutral as possible during his eight months with the players but, as he discoversfirst
hand and brilliantly displays with hiswriting, we start to get connected to the characters (though the book
takes place in the early 90s and some of the fates, like Marbury’s, are obviously well known by now) and
start to feel both trapped by their environment and equally seduced/repulsed by the NCAA and the college
system. Much like the film Hoop Dreams, which | will be reviewing later on the site, the point of the project
wasinitially basketball. . .but turned into the soul and essence of humanity. In the end, basketball becomes as
trivial asit should be: a sport that isajoy to play and watch but not the end all be all of existence. However,
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in Coney Island, and for many families, changing that distinction isn’t an option.

Frey is an invested observer and isn't approaching the work asiif it is a objective report. He isthere in the
harsh, dangerous settings and is playing narrator/overlord to the men and, for the most part, |etting them play
their part without his input. But what is so unique about the book isthat, at some point, Frey beginsto realize
heis, just by being around second-hand, starting to play a part in the boy’ s lives and effecting them in ways
that wouldn’t be if he wasn’t around. And by book’ s end, he starts to put aside journalistic integrity and
actually reach out to lead the player’s down a path that will be beneficial to them. Thisisn’t so his book can
create drama. . .but so he can save the people he (and the readers) have learned to love.

The most fascinating case is Russell. The most talented of the senior players (Marbury is the best overall
player of any of the boys), Russell isafew brain cells away from crazy. He isimmensely intelligent and has
awork ethic matched by hardly anyonein his zip code. Y et he dips into periods of odd social behavior that
has, inits most trivial moments, led him to act odd in public and, at its most serious, caused him to threaten
suicide. He is fragile and one suspects in any other neighborhood, the kinks could be worked out. But Russell
isaticking time bomb and as his college recruitment days go up and down, so do his moods. We, as invested
observers, and the author can’'t help but try to reach out. . .and by the time you reach the ‘12 Y ears Later’
afterward, though | won't tell you what happens, you' re heart will be literally ripped out of your chest and
stomped on with abandon. Like | said, few books have made me cry. . .I literally had to put the book down in
mid-sentence and had to look up at the sky and ask ‘why’. It was that moving. . .and sad.

Tchaka, whose height, and not his inferior skillsin comparison to Russell, seemingly grant him the dream
the other players work so hard for (with little results) and this adds to both Russell’ s depression and the
oppressive claustrophobiathat starts to infect the book. Coney Island aways feels dangerous due to the drugs
and gangbangers but as the stakes get higher, even for the author, the surroundings begin to get grim. At one
point, you feel like the author and the player’ s lives are in danger and the corners of every block get more
dangerous. And as the author starts to get excluded from access due to jealousies and fear, the author, and
therefore the reader, start to get placed in the dark. . .and it is uncomfortable. | started getting a sick feeling

in my stomach towards the end. . .like something bad was going to happen.

The book is captivating from beginning to end but for different reasons. The author’s (and player’s)
innocence is beautiful to watch in the beginning. It's all about the game and how great it is. But then things
turn darker and darker as basketball becomes atwisted cousin of the joy it is perceived asin the beginning
and as we watch the boys become men and experience hardships beyond anything | can imagine, we also see
an author go through immense changes as well. Frey probably represents the common white middle-class
man like myself so hisinitial joy at doing this project leads to shocking revelations and a darkness often
unseen when placed behind the televised games and ‘glory’. If you want a book that will shake you a hit. .
.read this. | highly recommend it but prepared to be sad.

Thiswasthefirst book | read in my own personal Quest for 100 challenge (read 100 booksin 2010).

Manav Singh says

This biographical account gives awonderful insight into the lives of the residents of Coney Island and the
many hardships faced by them. How every young boy has to make a decision - the easy one of getting
involved in drug peddling, or the tough one of struggling it out on the basketball court - which isthe only
escape.

Another aspect this book touches upon is the extremely competitive college recruitment scenein the US.
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How, in spite of excellent skills on the court, many playersfail to make it anywhere, owing to years of bad
schooling.

Darcy Frey touches upon these through the lives of four boys - Tchaka, Corey, Russell and Stephon
(Marbury) - all potential superstars, but with very different fates.

| would say that thisis a must-read for any basketball enthusiast. After a point, it becomes unputdownable.

Vilis says

Lielisks st?sts par tr?sarpus vidusskol niekiem ce?? no ?ujorkas Steitenailendas, kas ce?as un iet gul?t ar
sap?iem par koledZas basketbolu. Sit?da dokument?? literat?ra (un filmas), kas pievrZas p?ris cilvkiem
ilg?k? laika posm?ir mans v?jais punkts, bet vajadz?u patikt, kurus var?tu interes? jauno basketbola
ZvaigZ?u razoSanas Sist?ma ASV.

Jennifer says

This was the book we chose for our City Reads project (Durham Reads Together) and | can not recommend
it highly enough. Frey'swriting islyrical and highly personal. He had an insight into these boys that few
authors get into anyone. They are not characters, they are not young black men, they are not basketball
players--they are very clear people he iswriting about. Frey also makes you angry about the situation theses
boys areinis horrible; not just the poverty, but also the trap of basketball. | recommend this book to nearly
everyone. If you don't like basketball, the book has enough other stuff to pull you in (characterization, socia
commentary, etc). If you do like basketball, this book will bring to life another side to basketball, one you
might not want to know about.

Brittany Y oung says

When | chose this novel, | was thinking about a different group of students than | usually think about. | was
thinking that in my own classroom, | want to make sure that all the studentsin my class can be able to go to
my book shelf and pick a book they would like to read. | was thinking about the young boys in my future
class. They would love a book like this. | would suggest it to middle school readers and above, but advanced
fifth grade boys may be able to read and understand it as well. | was surprisingly emotionally affected by this
book in away that | never thought | would be. This book is not just about Basketball. It follows four high
school boyswho live in avery run down urban area on Cooney Island. Abraham Lincoln High School was
known for its basketball program, and all four of the chronicled boys believed it was their only way to
succeed in life. Even if that success had nothing to do with basketball, they needed it to get where they
wanted to go in life. The book covers social issues like living in a struggling urban area, sketchy recruiting
tactics by colleges, and dealing with drugs and violence. The book iswell written and descriptive in the text,
which alows the reader to put themselves right into Cooney Island. We get to feel what the four boys feel,
and struggle as they do. This book would be useful in exposing to young students what it isliketo livein
such an urban area. It isavery real and raw book, it deals with tough issues that people who are less
fortunate than most deal with every day. | liked the book altogether, it was emotional and “read” in the way it
was written. There was no sugar coating, and that tactic worked well for this nonfiction novel.
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7703Emil says

For me, this book was a great read. The book was about 4 people growing up in the Coney Island Projects. It
was focused around Stephon Marbury, aformer basketball player, Russell Thomas, Tchaka Shipp, and Corey
Johnson. It is an exciting book on the 4 trying to pass their high school exams and get to college, and
hopefully the NBA. The author did agreat job in giving every detail he heard and saw, and gave you the feel
of how the games on the street court went. If this was the last book in the world | had, | would read it over
and over again.

Andrew Garvin says

The Last Shot is a concise portrayal of institutional racism, localized to college basketball. Frey follows four
teenagers as they navigate the NCAA recruitment process while living and balling in the projects of Coney
Island, New Y ork. Asthe stars of their high school team, each young man represents hope for their otherwise
blighted community.

That hope is overwhelmed by a pervasive pressure associated with the expectation of making it to aD1
school - an expectation that most of Coney Island's best prospects fail to meet. The Last Shot now has - like
Hoop Dreams from the same year - athick layer of irony. As abasketball fan, | know that three of the boys
never made it to the professional level. Hearing their dreams deferred (even just their desire to leave Coney
Idland) is a sad and powerful experience.

Frey's prescience renders The Last Shot enduring. His observations about the NCAA and black culture
around athletics remain controversial, poignant, and contemporary twenty years later. Put ssimply, the NCAA
treats its recruits with a systemic hypocrisy that is most impactful to and repressive of black athletes. Frey
makes his points with alight touch, drawing them out of reflection on actual conversations - including Rick
Barnes magic-act-as-recruitment pitch and Stephon Marbury's dad demanding Frey pay-to-play.

Particularly if you are a basketball fan and know who Starbury is, The Last Shot isa must read.

Companion Music: Outkast - Southernplayalisticadillacmuzik

Solistas says

O dlakekpluvocg dnpoaioyp?goc Darcy Frey i?pace 1o 1991 9 uveg oTi¢ ouvolK?e¢ tou Coney Idand
K ?2(No€ am? KOVT? TI¢ {w?¢ 4 vEAP?V HaBNT? TIOL X?PIC OTO UTIIOKETIK? TOLC TOAVTO Paxvav

01 ?€000 aTITNV OKANP? {W? TIOL TOUG TEPTUEVE OV OV KATAPEPVAV VA BPOUV LTIOTPOYP?EC OE K 21010
TOVETHOT?U 0. To Last Shot dev eval QualK? aTiA? Vo BIBA?0 yid TO UTT?0KET 21w 20w B
TEP?UEVE K?1010¢. O?TE KAV IO POUAVTIK? £€10T?7pN0N V1A TI¢ BUC?EC TIOU TP?TEL VO KAVOUV aUT?
TO TOHOI? VIO VO KOTO@?POUV VA YAIT?00UV OTO pia {w? TIOU 7pouV TIOA? KOA? TIOU KATOAEL. O
Frey pe TIOA? TIPOOEKTIK? TP?TO KAUTNPI?(El TO OIKOVOUIK? TN XV?0l TIOU T 2ZLETAL OTIC TA?TEC OAUTV
TV TOOI A, AVOA?EL TG AUT?C O1 YEITOVI?C BPp?0NKOV VA aVTIKOTOTIP?{0UV TA 7p10 TNG
avep?rvn¢ a&loTP?MEING K KAT'ALT? TOV TP?IMO @AVEPNVEL TNV TIPWA?A TOU AEPIKAVIKO? OVE?POU
OTO TAO?010 TOU ETOYYEALOTIKO? ABOANTIOHO?.
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To Last Shot eKT?¢ ?t1 TIPOOEP?PEl ATIA?XEPT W?0T VIO TO BAAVCO0 recruiting process T HeY?Awv
KOAEY?WV, KATAQP?PVEL VO O70€l OPKET? TPOP? VIA OK 2PN Y?pw ATTTIC UTIOXPE?CEIC TIOL ?X0UV AUT?
TO TOAVTO O€ YO T?200 VEAP? NALK?0, OVEL A 00 @? EIKVA yid TNV T OE?A TOLE TIOL €AAl by
default Ast? aAA? TV W ATT?2A0 OVEL A TIPOOWTIK? LOTI? 0TO TG ?A0 oL 2(0uV OTNUAVa ?70TE
OUT? TO TATOIPZKIO VO OTIOT?X0UV.

H ?peuva Tou Frey oTOPAT?El K2T¢ OTI2TOUN A @0? O€ K2ToIa OTIYU? X VEL TNV TP?0B00N TOU GTOU(G
T?XTEC. H UNT?pa TOU eV72¢ apx?(El va ToOV BA?TEl W TEPICTIIOW?, O TIT?pA¢ TOL Marbury wq
?TOUVAO T?10 TIOL B?Al va BY?AEl AE@T? ATITO Y10 TOU XWP?C VA TOL d?0€l LEP?DI0 EV? K TO 2010 TO
NCAA (n apx? TOL KOAEVIOKO? TIPWTOBA ?UATOC) TOL ATIIYOPE?EL TNV TIPOVG?0 TOUL OTI(
oLVaVT?0€1¢ ToL Tchaka e ToUC TIPOTIOVNT?C TLV KOAEY?WVY TIOU TOV 70EA0V OTIC OU?OEC TOUC.
ZUVOALK? UG, OV UTIOPE? KAVE?C TIOP? VO CLUVLTIOYPAPEL TO HUBIK? OT?TOUC TIOU ?XEl AUT? TO
BiIBA?0 oTOV K700 Twv Sports books.

O ouyypaE?a¢ ?ToV 0Y0UPA TUXEP?C TIOL ?MECE TTAVW GE VAV T ?XTN TIOL KAVE 0TIOLAA 20
Kapi?pa (o0 Stephon Marbury dev ?tav ati\? 2o arttoug 15 KOA?TEPOUC T ?XTEC OTOV K?0H0 OTIC
apX?¢ TV 00s 0AA? KOB?pLoE TO UTTP0KET 0TV Kva ?rmou aywv?2{eTal aTttto 2011) Kk o?youpa Ba
TIP?TEL K?TTOL VA aVAQEPBE? 2TI 0 GLYYPAP?OC OEV OXOAI2LEl T?ZG0 PANALE TNV KABNUEPIVTNTA TLWV
TPWTOYWVIGTV UE TNV T POoUC?a TOU. NOU?Lw 2UwWCE 2T ?To1o¢ EVOIAQ?PETAL VIO TIC KOIVWVIK?C
T2EIG, TN QUA? K TN P20 TNC AUEPIKAVIK?C KOIVWV 20 €07 Ba Bpel Va TPAYUOTIK? e§AIPETIK?
BiBA?0.

Krishna says

This kinda walks the path established by Heaven is a Playground, but resonated a bit more with me. Partly
because it's more recent and so | was more familiar with the characters on the periphery. It wasinteresting to
read about coachesin their younger dayswho are still around and of course, Stephon Marbury as akid.
Partly because it goes alittle harder at the system of "amateur" athletics, which at every level preaches lofty
ideal but is often at cross purposes with those ideals, with the same issues all these years |ater. Partly because
| just liked the kids. Looking up what happened next is depressing. But for some one who invests as much
interest in college basketball as| do, it'simportant to remember the numerous and extremely serious flawsin
the system, and this book is a great reminder.

Archie says

| was a huge fan of the documentary "Hoop Dreams' when | was younger (and still to this day), so it was
only natural that | come across this book sometime in high school.

Thiswas a pretty awesome book when | first read it a decade ago. But to pick it up nearly 10 yearslater, read
it again, and then read the new afterword that closes the book, well, it blew my mind. It was downright
devastating to read those final pages. Wow.

Thisbook israw and real. It really analyzes and dissects an American epidemic that goes untreated. Quit
reading the crap Oprah recommends and check out this book.
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Thisisamust read for those who love basketball, majored in Sociology, or just wish to at |east appear as if
they have good taste.

Kurt says

Book was pretty descent. Would probably recommend it to those that enjoy the sport of basketball. Stephon
Marbury has been a star from the day he walked into high school. Another player similar to him is Lebron
James having so much hype behind them at a young age, Kevin Garnett too.

Grady says

The African Americans of the Coney Island Projects are looking for basketball to be their way out of the
Projects. The Coney Idland projects in Brooklyn are where alot of the African Americans live. Most of them
attend Abraham Lincoln High when they are able to go into High school. Abraham Lincoln is known in the
East coast for producing very talented basketball players and basketball teams. The players of Abraham
Lincoln High are trying to make something of themselves so that they can find away out of the Projects.
Tchaka Shipp is one the of my favorite charactersin this book by Darcy Frey.

The Last Shot isareally good book to read especially for studentsin high school that like to play basketball.
Thisbook by Darcy Frey has a pretty good story lineand it also is easy to follow. This book also has some
charactersthat are very likeable. The charactersin this book seem nice and helpful to other characters. There
doesn’t seem to be much of a conflict in this book either. | would recommend this book to athletesin high
school that like or play basketball and that love to play the sport. This book is good for most ages and isn’t
that hard to understand. | personally really like this book mainly because it’s about basketball and that it is
funny at timestoo. This book grasped my attention by the front cover and the summary on the back of the
book. In conclusion, this book is one of my favorite books because it’s easy to follow and comprehend.
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