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Aboard the Almira...

Twelve-year-old twin adventurers Cleopatra and Alexander Dodge are reunited with their father and realize
that two family heirlooms reveal the location of atreasure that istheir birthright. When they set sail with
Captain Tarboro on the Almira, they know they're heading into danger--the ocean is filled with new and old
enemies, including their nemesis, the infamous pirate Felix Worley. But like a coral reef that lurks below the
surface of the waves, trouble is brewing between the siblings. Alex is determined to become asailor and is
happy with his role aboard the Almira, but Cleo--the only girl on the ship--istired of washing dishesin the
galley. In an effort to find her own purpose, she begins studying sword fighting with Tarboro, but neither
Alex nor her father approves. Can the twins remain close as they pursue different goals and dreams, or will
their growing differences tear the family apart before the treasure can be found?
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Gulshan Nagvee says

The best ever. Hope Larson Knows her STUFF!

Vince says

Just adelightful conclusion to this story, absolutely loved it.

L aura says

| was excited when it came out so | got it. | loved the mystery, action, and the ending.

Valerie says

| loved the art and | loved the premise. | did not like the execution. | really didn't like Luther and it really
annoys me that Cleo had aforced romance with him. It was completely unnecessary, and it's very ironic to
methat in the rest of the book Cleo's fighting against expectations of what girls can and can't do, and
apparently girls are not able to get through a single book without having romantic complications while boys
are allowed to have all kinds of adventures and character devel opment without falling in love. Girls can do
things other than be girlfriends to mediocre dudes. Stop doing this.

Barbara says

Picking up right where its predecessor, Compass Point, left off, this graphic novel follows twelve-year-old
twins Alexander and Cleopatra Dodge as they search for the treasure they are sure has been left for them.

Not only do they hire Captain Tarboro to sail to the location, but they have their adoptive father along as well
to provide support. But the siblings have reached a point in their lives during which they can't get along, and
Cleo, in particular, bristles at being treated like a girl while still crushing on the boy she left behind, and Alex
islearning about the tasks necessary for maintaining a sail-worthy ship. All the while, the Dodges and their
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allies must keep an eye out for Felix Worley, the pirate who will stop at nothing to get the same treasure they
are seeking. The book introduces new and familiar characters and will keep readers on the edge of their seats
as risks are taken, mistakes are made, and unwise alliances formed. There is a surprise reunion at the end of
this book, setting up even more possible adventures and stories. Middle grade readers will fly through this
one, captivated by its setting, itsimperfect characters, and the realization that even the worst villain hasa
story explaining how he came to be the way heis.

Shayla says

I'm glad to have finally gotten around to reading this series. It's pretty excellent, and | love that it features
characters of color and women doing things that were more "manly" back then. Reminds me so much of
Temeraire! Will definitely start recommending it to kids/parents at work

Erica says

It seems this volume wraps-up the story.
| could be wrong, there may be more to come, but thisis a great place to end.

Alex and Pat have lost their traveling companions but they've found their father. Backstories are told,
mysteries are solved, and surprises pop up here and there. It's a classic sea story adventure with afew new
twists.

Personally, though, I'm a bit miffed there had to be aromance and one that was a bit creepy. | mean, maybe
don't fall for the guy who planned to kill your brother and wasn't very niceto you, either. Also, no one ever
has to kiss anyone else and why that even came into play is beyond me. | was not at all pleased. | think the
story would have been fine without that aspect. There has to come a point where we start telling kids that
boys and girls can be friends, that friendships don't always have to morph into romance.

Still highly recommended for its intended audience.

Nancy Kotkin says

Story: 5 stars
Art: 5 stars

Full-color children's graphic novel. Sequel to Compass South, by these same creators. I'm really enjoying the
swashbuckling adventures of these twelve-year-old twins. The historical time period (mid 1800s) adds to the
interest. All the characters, even the villains, are fully fleshed out and multi-dimensional. Art is terrific.
Highly recommend this Four Points series.
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Anne says

"Stories are precious. They contain our past and our future—our memories, secrets, and dreams. We do not
give themto just anyone.”

Thisinstallment picks up right where the first |eft off, with the twins on their way to find and claim the lost
treasure. It's just as engaging and fast-paced as the last book, but there's a renewed focus on Cleo here that |
really enjoyed.

Though she no longer needs to disguise herself, Cleo doesn't seem to mind her short hair and she continues
wearing clothing that lets her pass as a boy. She's frustrated by the limits of womanhood and she wants to be
ableto do all of the things that her brother is alowed to do: sail, fight, be allowed to make choices. It was
nice to see her being impulsive, going after what she wanted, and making mistakes.

Thisisthekind of seriesthat | wish were longer because I'm interested in the characters, especially the side
characters like the twin's mom and Tarboro, and 1'd love to learn more about their backstories. Or see the
return of the other twins from book onel

My one gripeis: (view spoiler)

Overal, thisisareally fun and exciting series that would be great for middle grade classrooms and ol der
readers looking for athrilling read.

Kitkat says

| loved everything about this book. | have no ideawhat else to say. I'll make areview soon!

Bookish says

Alex and Cleo’ s adventure continuesin this thrilling sequel to Compass South. | loved the focus on Cleo in
this book as she pushes back against sexist attitudes of the time and goes after what she wants. Thisisthe
kind of seriesthat |eaves you wanting more, and | was ecstatic to learn in my interview
(https.//www.bookish.com/articles/hope...) with Hope Larson and Rebecca Mock that there is potential for a
spinoff. —Kelly (https://www.bookish.com/articles/staf...)

laur el [suspected bibliophile] says

The adventure continues as Alex and Cleo nurse their father to health about the Almira. While Alex is
determined to learn enough to become a ship's captain one day, Cleo tries to convince Tarboro to teach her to
fight, but her father quashes her attemptsto learn. As she grows increasingly frustrated by Alex's growing
advantages, the twins and company search for the missing treasure—and learn more about the mystery of
their mother and their own past—Worley and his band of vicious pirates are hot on their trail.

This adventure takes the crew through the Marshall Islands, and has a diverse representation of characters,
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including the native Pacific Islanders (along with their own story of dealing with invading Europeans). While
the book is light on the topic of racism and the slavery running rampant throughout the world (and the US)
during the mid-19th century, it does lightly touch upon the subject of advantage due to skin color, gender and
class. Where Alex can't understand Cleo's anger and stifled abilities, Tarboro does (and, coincidentally, so
does Worley, although for an entirely different reason).

I'm looking forward to reading more on book 3, and to see where the big reveal at the ending takes Alex,
Cleo and therest of their friends.

Kelly Gunderman says

Check out this and other reviews on my young adult book blog, Here'sto Happy Endings!

I read Compass South right beforel read thisone, and I'm glad that | did. Whilel've seen it said that
thisbook can beread asa standalone, | highly recommend reading thefirst book of the two before
reading thisone, becauseit really fillsyou in on a bunch of essential background information that
you'll appreciate knowing whilereading this book.

Knife's Edge picks up where Compass South leaves off, on the boat with Alex and Cleo, as well astheir
father. They already know that both of their heirlooms from their mother - the pocket watch and the knife -
aretools for solving ariddle and breaking a code that will take them both closer to finding a treasure.

Since they are all setting sail with Captain Tarboro, who promises to take them to find their treasure in return
for some of it (if they find it), there is some family drama...including both Alex and their father putting Cleo
down because she wants to do things that they don't think are fit for girls, such as sword fighting. | really like
how they add in some sibling rivalry here...it makes the main characters - both Alex and Cleo - seem alot
more real and it gives the story plenty of ways to branch off.

Anyway, the entire graphic nove tellsabout the twins and their journey to find thetreasurethat was
left to them by their mother. Thereis so much adventure, family drama, and even atiny bit of
romance going on here, and it's such an amazing sequel for thefirst book.

The character that we love from the first book are back, including Alex, Cleo, Luther, and Captain Tarboro,
and so isthe twins father, who really makes this book feel more loving and family oriented. There's
adventure, betrayal, and just the right amount of romance in here to please everyone.

If you haven't read Compass South | think you could still enjoy this book, but | really think it would be more
enriching and enjoying to read that book first. Knife's Edge brings us so much more of what we know and
love from the first book in the duology, with tons more excitement, pirates, and adventure!

Like the first book, Compass South, the author and illustrator have created a one of akind, amazing story for
middle graders, young adults, and adults alike. This book is the kind of book that can change the way that
some people view graphic novels - it's definitely become one of my favorites, and | plan on reading both
books again very soon. Also, after reading these two books, | will definitely be adding anything by these two
to my "must read" lists!

Note: | received a copy of this book from the publisher in exchange for an honest review - Thank you!
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Jennifer Y. says

Review soon
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