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There's a storm on the horizon... 

Central Command is gone, the military is fractured, and the surviving members of Team Ghost, led by
Master Sergeant Reed Beckham, have been pushed to the breaking point. While the strong return to the
battlefield, the wounded are forced to stay behind on Plum Island and fight their inner demons.

Betrayed by the country they swore to defend and surrounded by enemies on all sides, Team Ghost has one
mission left: protect Dr. Kate Lovato and Dr. Pat Ellis while they develop a weapon to defeat the Variants
once and for all. But after a grisly discovery in Atlanta, Kate and Ellis realize their weapon might not be able
to stop the evolution of the monsters.

Joined by unexpected allies and facing a new threat none of them saw coming, the survivors are running out
of time to save the human race from extinction.
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Nikki "The Crazie Betty" V. says

Intelligence is based on how efficient a species became at doing the things they need to
survive.

~Charles Darwin

I thoroughly enjoyed the 4th book in the Extinction Cycle series. We are introduced to some new characters
and get some much needed character development on some that were previously introduced. The Variants
are evolving and it will take all the knowledge of every person left alive to figure out how to take them out.

I truly appreciate how much research Nick puts into his stories. From the mechanical and bio-engineering to
military tactics and procedures, he makes sure that he puts forth logical and true to life information to make
his stories feel all the more realistic and possible. There's definitely some science stuff in this book so you
fellow readers that don't like data heavy info in your books might have a hard time with that. However,
above anything this is a hard sci-fi series so I would say it's going to be enjoyed mostly by those who read a
lot of military books or other hard sci-fi reads. My mind comes to The Martian in that aspect. I absolutely
LOVED that book and a lot of it had to do with the science jargon. So, if you appreciated it for those aspects
as well, you definitely need to pick up this series.

I can't really go into much more because at this point in the series almost anything could be a spoiler. All I'll
say is OMG I can't believe that ending! I need the final installment to come out like yesterday! But I will
humbly wait till February to find out the outcome of the Variant war and the stories of the individuals we've
been introduced to. (view spoiler).

Thanks to the author for providing an arc of Extinction Evolution in exchange for my honest review.

Soo says

Mini-Review:

Just like the title states, this book focuses on the adaptations of the Variants. The changed humans are
evolving at a rapid rate. You get in deep on the oddities and damage that the more intelligent Variants cause
as they change to conquer in whatever manner necessary.

The book is all doom and gloom. There's not a lot of sunshine but somehow hope still burns within the core
group of characters. Death and mayhem flails with unpredictable brutality. It doesn't look good for the cast
but there's a glimmer of a chance for success. Just how slim of a chance is it? Onto the next book to find out!

Kate says
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I should have known. I thought-I'll just start this and read a little bit before I go to bed. 4 hours later I
finished the book. I can't put these down! They are like book crack to me. Another totally exciting escapade--
--now the Variants are evolving faster and getting smart-not good for humans. Ends on a major cliffhanger
so you will want the next book handy!

Michael Hicks says

Here's the deal: Extinction Evolution is now the fourth (out of five) books in Nicholas Sansbury Smith's
Extinction Cycle series. If you've read the previous three, then you know what to expect here - vicious
Variant violence, great military action, and human scientists continuing their quest for a biological weapon
that will eradicate the threat decimating mankind. If you have not read the previous three, then you need to
start back at the beginning with Extinction Horizon pronto.

As this is book number four and the final novel is a short ways off in the distance, Smith picks a fine time to
shake up the series formula a little bit and introduce a few new wrinkles. What, exactly, the main wrinkle is
can be easily discerned from the title. The Variants (think along the lines of zombies with a dash of parasite
DNA weaved in, but supremely aggressive pale-skinned people eaters), already a massive threat in this
apocalyptic series scenario, have upped their game and developed a few new unusual characteristics. They
seem to be getting smarter, and are starting to adapt to their environments. In a cool little check-in with
military bases around the world, we find out that Arctic Variants are a thing, and the nasty critters wreaking
havoc in the Middle East are making like camels and growing humps to store water. These are neat bits of
escalation, but Smith doesn't stop there and I won't ruin the surprises.

The main thrust of the narrative stems from a crucial point of evolution for these monsters, while the human
element revolves around scientist Kate and Ghost Team operator Reed Beckham's deepening relationship as
she continues to search for ways to develop and engineer the means to end the threat of the Variants once
and for all. Along the way, we're introduced to a new team of military commandos dubbed Variant Hunters
and headed up by a man name Garcia. Their story meshes well with that of Ghost Team's, leading up to a
propulsive and firey finish.

Smith is really good at crafting suspenseful action scenes, and with Extinction Evolution he's at the top of his
game. The finale is brutal in both execution and the emotions it provokes given how long we've been
spending with these characters. It also ends on one heck of a maddening cliff-hanger!

From a sheer action standpoint, Smith rock and rolls with the best of them, crafting an excellent cross-genre
work of military sci-fi horror. This entry might be the best book of the series thus far, but I have a gut feeling
Nick's going to top himself in the finale.

Amy says

So far, this was my least favorite book in the series. I think there was too much going on, new groups of
characters were introduced and while it's pretty easy to tell when someone is going to be important later on,
it just seemed a little like new characters were recycled into positions vacated by other characters who died.
Some of the language and events are getting old and boring. I shouldn't complain, I'm the one who signed up
for at least a six-book series.
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Cheryl says

This 4th book in the EXTINCTION CYCLE series is a "monster" hit

I've made no secret that I'm a fan girl of this series. I loved EXTINCTION HORIZON, EXTINCTION
EDGE and EXTINCTION AGE. And this story is the best one so far.

What do you get when you mix monsters, medicine, and the military? A mega great time!

Dr. Kate and Beckham are back battling the Variants, along with their trusty band of friends and new
comrades...and the Variants just keep getting harder to eradicate. The Variants are evolving and that does
NOT make them easier to kill.

Author Smith writes fast-moving thrillers, with a touch of sci fi, romance, and drama. Watch out, though,
because he's not afraid to kill off some favorite characters. Boo, hiss! But sometimes the news of their deaths
is greatly exaggerated.

In other words, the books keep you guessing until the very end and it's a madcap rollercoaster ride that you
take along the way.

NOTE: I received this book as an Advanced Reading Copy in exchange for my honest review.

Jenny Jo Weir says

Nail biting, edge of your seat, heart stopping action!
I seriously could only do about half an hour at a time because I would get so nervous and panic. My anxiety
was through the roof I tell you. freaking fantastic book. This series rocks hard core!

Suleika Santana -All About Books says

Gosh! Definitely the best one so far. I'm a mess right now, I'm going to go to sleep and post my review
tomorrow because I just can't right now... too many emotions.
Edited to post actual review:
OK, here we go...
First of all I think I held my breath for most of the book, it was very intense and I do that when I'm expecting
something bad to happen.
I also cried, I knew not everyone was going to make it, I mean, it is very obvious from the kind of book that
we are reading but one of my favorite characters of the series didn't make it and I am devastated. I guess I
was kinda hoping that he would make it even if the odds were against him and to be honest I'm still holding
on, I think the author could bring him back if he really wants because Reed didn't really see his body. I think
the characters that saw him on the ground were thinking he is dead but maybe not? I hope so. Crossing my
fingers...
I have to say some of the most intense scenes I have ever read in a book are in this one. Specially the scene
with Fitz and Apollo, gosh, I was biting my nails.
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The story as usual was packed full of action, you won't be bored for a second. And that ending, JEEZ! Now I
need the next one like now!!!
I have to say this is one of the best series of this genre I have ever read.
Will definitely recommend to my friends, specially my guy friends, I think they will love this action packed
series.
10 stars, this is going to be a Best Seller for sure!

Geoff says

Another winner in this series.
One of my favourite authors right now.
Only problem is having to wait until February for closure.
Highly recommended.

RedemptionDenied says

As good as the previous books in the Extinction Cycle series - though this one was a lot more emotional;
especially the ending. New characters are introduced at the beginning of the book: Marine Staff Sergeant
Jose Garcia, Tank and four other members of a Marine Force Recon Team; known as the Variant Hunters.
Their primary objective is to scope out Key West, Smathers Beach, as recent intel suggests the Variants may
be changing faster than previously thought - and that proves to be true when they find two small bodies
wrapped around sea-weed on the shore: with gills behind their ears. As they move away from the beach -
they hear a woman crying out for help; this is the Variants use of a strategy.

The Variants have located Cheyenne Mountain where President Nate Mitchell and Vice President Josh Black
are currently situated. No place on earth is really beyond the Variants grasp.

Kate and Ellis are continuing to develop their new bioweapon. They also watch a few video feeds and learn
more about other Variants, and how they've adapted to their respective environments.The Variants seem to
be going through some kind of metamorphosis - and the changes they exhibit are extraordinary. Elsewhere, a
Marine team doing reconnaissance, not far from the North-Western-Memorial-Hospital; which was the
epicentre of the Haemorrhage Virus, watch as Variants breed. They just continue to evolve - even the
gestation period is weeks; not months. The Variants also have offspring; and these are blessed with armour
plating covering their bodies. How the remnants of the human race is supposed to win against a formidable
foe is anyone's guess. On a more positive note a few mysteries are solved: how the human prisoners are stuck
to the sewer walls and how they last so long with their limbs missing.

After what happened at the end of the previous book: Beckham and the rest of Team Ghost are on high alert.

I liked how we learn more about Fitz's past, that was interesting, though that was when he was having
unwelcome flashbacks - whilst having a snooze. I also liked the interaction between the characters - and
Apollo (the dog).

Anyway, I really liked it.
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chucklesthescot says

With Central Command gone and the President's bunker under threat, control of the military situation is
moving to the carrier group. Men in boats are casing out Plum Island as General Johnson takes over
command there, to the suspicion of Beckham. The variants are adapting and mutating which is making them
harder to kill and the population of survivors is dwindling. Fitz and Apollo are sent with a team into the city
to try to capture a kid variant for Kate's weapon test. Traitors are joining the variants and betraying their
people and Patient Zero is alive and plotting...

We meet some new characters at the beginning of this book, following them on a recon mission. Jose Garcia
is the leader of a special ops team known as the Variant Hunters, checking the Florida Keys for variant
activity and to see what kind of evolution is occuring in them. However these variants aren't just adapting to
the sea, they are now capable of setting up elaborate ambushes. Now Garcia has to negotiate the dangerous
streets to evade capture until he can be rescued, as he must get the video footage of the evolved variants back
to the top brass. I liked the new Variant Hunter team and my first thoughts about them is that the survivors
would probably join Team Ghost later in the book.

Central Command has been destroyed and the last bunkers are being overrun. The President has decided to
abandon his bunker and set up base on the naval carrier group as the variants close in on his bunker. His
team have no option but to try to escape the compound as the enemy close in but have they left it too late?
Secretary of State Ringgold has no idea who she can trust after civil war amongst the Plum Island troops left
several dead. Now Team Ghost are having to move onto the naval armada to plan their next move which
means saying goodbye to their family and friends including Fitz for now. Their job is to train the teams
going out on the next mission.

The variants are changing rapidly to adapt to their new environments. A group have grown gills and can
silently hunt under the sea. In Syria they look like crabs, in the colder climates they have grown fur and in
the desert they have armadillo type shells. They can sometimes camoflage to blend into the trees. But the
most disturbing thing of all is that the variants are finding a way to breed and their offspring are going to be
the deadliest variants yet. Kate and Ellis are concerned that their new weapon will have no effect of the new
mutated kid variants. I loved the ideas of these mutations and adapting to their environment and I really
wanted to see the furry ones which sound like Yetis! The variants are just different to fight in every novel
which keeps things exciting!

Fitz and Apollo are about to face their worst assignment yet-going into New York with a team to try and do a
live capture of the protected kid variants. Other teams are being sent into different cities in the hope that one
team might be successful. This screams SUICIDE RUN to me and I was so worried for Fitz and his doggy
companion. New York now has a dangerous Alpha Variant who rules completely and has human traitors
working for him, and the tension level on this mission was just through the roof! During this mission, we get
updates on what is happening to the other teams so it is an action packed section of the book.

The other dramatic section is when Patient Zero comes back into the story. He was assumed dead but has
been experimented on for many years, another of Gibson's dirty secrets. Now he just wants to die and the
appalled Kate insists on it. However, he is not content to wait and see what happens and decides to escape.
This is a tense event of course as having a zombie creature loose on a ship is pretty dangerous!

This series continues to deliver with tight writing, great characters, ever changing plots and monsters and a
ton of action and tension!
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Yvonne says

Another winner in this zombie series, but I'm getting exhausted for all involved.
I'm hopeful that #5 will wrap up the series nicely.

FanFiAddict says

Give me a moment.

Be still my beating heart.

*Wipes sweat from brow*

As you probably know by now, I am a big fan of this series. Not only does the story improve with each book,
but so does Smith's writing ability, especially this one in particular. Instead of the run-of-the-mill
action/bang-bang/shoot em' up Team Ghost mercin' Variants here and there, we follow (2) YES (2) MORE
storylines that all converge into one epic firefight. Smith does a fine job keeping all storylines straight and
narrow, making sure they all have their own unique charm, if you want to call it that. Also, Bronson Pinchot,
once again, knocks it out of the park with the audiobook.
Definitely looking forward to book 5, which sadly is the conclusion to the series.

Karen says

I received an advance copy in exchange for an honest review.

I am completely blown away by this book. I loved it! The story is being built upon in such an effortless way
that it is almost as if it is happening right in front of me. The characters continue to grow and expand as
individuals as more are introduced who come forth as full blown people. The tension continues to build
pulling you further into their world and their lives. Though this is just as much a medical thriller as it is about
zombies/infected, the language does not hold it back and keeps it where you can understand what they are
talking about all the time. I was into the story from the first page and only slowed down when I had to sleep
mainly.

Staff Sergeant Jose Garcia is commanding officer of the Variant Hunters, so named because they have gone
after them and survived more than any others. They are a part of the strike group on the George Washington
Carrier and consider themselves to be Americas last best chance to survive. He and his team have seen a lot
of action, including first hand knowledge of the changes taking place to the Variants in various locations.

Master Sergeant Reed Beckham and his men had to take charge when an outsider murdered their CO and
tried to take over. They are now waiting for the consequences of their actions to arrive on the Island. What
happens is far from consequences and the Island gets some much needed support but it is also left without its
center. Kate and Ellis are working on their newest attempt to kill the Variants but get word that a new threat
may make their work obsolete before it is even deployed. Fitz and Apollo are placed into danger with green
recruits and find that they can do more than they thought. What happens while Team Ghost is away is
enough to break any man.
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Two teams manned by some of the best the world still has to offer will come together to stop what has
become the last gasp of mankind. The question is can they do it and if so at what cost.

I cannot stress how much I believe that this series should be read. It is one of the best in the genre! I was
crying by the end because I lost some friends in this book and I was so sad to see them go. This is what I
want from a book, to make me feel so much for the characters that I forget they are fictional. If you haven't
guessed, I recommend this book highly! :)

Kay says

Entertaining read as the previous books. A little stressful thinking how will human win this battle when the
monsters just keep getting stronger, better, and smarter. Then the ending just makes you want to grab the
next book right away.


