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As a nation of young soldiers marches off to war, two women left behind will embrace a final keepsake, a
profound reminder of the moment before their lives changed forever—its bitter sweet images telling the story
of an innocence logt, of a love just beginning, and of a family that may never be whole again. . . .

For Maddy Marshall, it was atime of innocence. Then on her seventeenth birthday, the Japanese bombed
Pearl Harbor. Her fiancé and al the neighborhood boys ran off to enlist, ready to defend their country. It was
al incredibly romantic to Maddy. Until the night before her brother Davey shipped out, the night she danced
with dreamy Lieutenant Tull-Martin, the night of the photograph—when her world fell apart. Only Davey’s
wife, Ruth, will discover what happened, helping Maddy to hide her grave secret and its undeniable
conseguences. Together these sisters of the heart maintain a deception that, like the shifting reflections of a
picture, becomes a beacon of possibility to be cherished until fate brings their men home.
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Mar cia says

| loved "The Wedding Dress" and liked it so much | wanted to read other books by this author. This second
novel did not disappoint. Like "The Wedding Dress' we have women on the home front during war, but this
timeit is WWII and the women are in Miami to say goodbye to their men. War can bring out the best in
people, but also the worst. Maddy, single and the youngest at 17, is only there to support her sister-in-law,
but is thrilled to be away from her bossy and over-protective mother. Sheis having the time if her life asthe
center of attention among so many servicemen, but is naive and trusting. Thistrust is violated which leads to
the women having to decide who they can confide in and who can help and support them. Because the men
they trust have all been shipped out, there are many letters, and timing and misunderstandings occur. We get
apicture of the crazy situation at a debarkation point, the loneliness of the separated couples, the fear and
deprivation experienced by all and the women's new responsibilities working for the war effort. | highly
recommend this book.

Vivian says

| liked this book. | aimost didn't pick it up because | thought it would be a sappy romance. Instead, it was a
heartwarming story about a young girl who lived through events that could easily have broken alesser
person. It isthe story of family and the way a strong and supporting family can get you through difficult
times. Told from two points of view, Maddie's and Ruth's, it wasin no way a struggle to develop a respect
for each of them. | particulary enjoyed the use of the |etters written back and forth between the various
characters.

L aura says

| really enjoyed this book. It is a heart-felt, warm, light story that takes place during World War 11 and
centers around a young girl named Maddy. | enjoyed the story so much | ailmost wished | had lived during
that era. Although those years were filled with tradgedy, it was also avery romantic, patriotic time. Overall a
very good read.

Rebecca says

After reading "The Wedding Dress," | was eager to read the second novel by this author. | found this book to
have awonderful story and spirit, but it dragged at times and was not exceptionally executed. | was
somewhat disappointed in the end. However, | was compelled to know what would happen to the characters
and the plot did have unexpected turns. It could have been better, but it did prompt feelings of gratitude for
soldiers who have fought and continue to fight for our country. | cannot fathom the loneliness and worry that
I would feel if | wereinasimilar circumstance.
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Barb Bailey says

I like this book but thought Ellis first book™ The Wedding Dress' was much better. This book is historical
fiction which | usually love . The setting wasin Fladuring WWII. | wasn't especially impressed with the
whole "photograph visionaly" thing...but the rest of the story and characterization was good.

Bridget Bailey says

Thisis my first book by this author and | was pleasantly surprised. | had found this book at athrift store and
it looked good but you never know what you are going to pick up. It turned out to be a good story about two
girls around the start of the WWII. After reading many WWII books, | have to say it was pretty good when
keeping with the times and traditions of period. It was not historical in any way or a history book but the
manners and the way people were managed to be spot on. | liked the book and the story although towards the
end it kindafell short and ended pretty quickly with anice ending for everyone which in keeping with that
time was not always the case back then. It is a cute book and a quick read.

Denise says

| really enjoyed this book. It was set in the WW?2 era and dealt very well with how hard war was on those | eft
behind waiting for their loved onesto return. After so thoughtfully weaving the strugglesinto story however,
it totally missed the long term effects of the trauma on everyone with its happily ever after ending. Maybe
we needed the story to end that way to give us hope.

Linda C says

Maddy Marshall turns 17 on the day Pearl Harbor is bombed. Her almost fiancé, Lyle, and her brother,
Davey, are soon off to serve. Three months later, Davey asks his wife, Ruth, to come to Miami where the
men are waiting to ship out and for Maddy to accompany her. She meets alot of servicemen, in particular,
Brit Lt. Tull-Martin. The night before her brother leaves a photo is taken of their whole group at the
Servicemen's Pier where Maddy has danced her feet off. But that night also changes Maddy’ s whole life.
When Ruth finds out, she and Maddy concoct a scheme to hide a secret; and the photo taken that night
begins to have an impact on their lives. | can’t reveal more without giving away the plot. Thiswas a coming
of age story for Maddy and a different perspective on the war seen from an angle | had previously been
unaware, acity taken over as a staging port. | thought it was well done. My only quibble is with the cover
which depicts a photo of a soldier and girl kissing when the photograph in the story is a group shot of the 2
girls and agroup of soldiers.

Cindy says

| really liked this book. The characters could have had more depth, in that their reactions to some of the
happeningsin the book seemed rather reserved. | guess the time surrounding WWII was such that emotions
ran wild, especially for the guys being sent off to war. That being said, the story kept my attention and would
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make a good Hallmark Hall of Fame movie.

Brooke says

A patron who is afan of historical romance strongly recommended this book - and | think fans of historical
romance will really enjoy it. Set during World War 11 in Miami | enjoyed the strong sense of place and the
emotions of mothers, wives and sweethearts as their sons and husbands went to war. Like almost every
romance | have read, there is the doubting love monologues that | really don't appreciate, but | enjoyed the
characters and the setting enough to overcome that.

liz says

Its not my personal favorite but | did find myself getting into the book alittle towards the end. If you've ever
knew anyone who had go off to war you will most likely understand this book. It gives the perspective from
the parents, the wives, the sisters, the brothers, the friends, and the soldiers themselves of having to livelife

while missing, waiting, and worrying for their loved ones to return home from war.

Wendy says

This book, although | felt it started out slowly, held many surprises throughout. I'm glad | kept on reading it.
Once into the twists and turns of the plot, it was hard to put down. Anyone interested in WWII history
combined with romance and a very involved plot may enjoy this book. This one takes place around Miami,
Foridawith armed forces departing and/or arriving during the war and the many women who replaced the
men in the workforce to sharein the war effort and to bring the men safely home.

Bethany says

Wow! Not bad for something | randomly pulled off the library shelf! And unlike most books | select willy-
nilly from shelves of the library, | hadn't ever heard of this book or author before. (Lately I've been reading
random books from the library, but | always eventually realize I'd run across the book/author before in my
expansive traipsings on the internet.)

The first fourth or so of The Photograph had me thinking it was typical, mediocre historica fiction, but the
story soon pulled mein and | grew fond of the narrators, Ruth and Maddy. | had been indifferent to them at
first, especially Maddy... | initially wanted to shake some wisdom into her. But she matured before the end,
thank goodness.

L ara says

First novel | read way back my elementary years and it was worth it.
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Ellen M oor e says

I enjoyed this book, which was set during World War 1. The war related experiences of two young women
who traveled to Miami to be near the husband of one who was the brother of the other and stayed there once
he shipped out are fascinating. This book is also aromance. It was well written and had interesting
characters.
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