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A fallen woman. A most wicked plan for redemption.

Venice, 1740.

Desperate, starving, Kathleen Strong makes her way to ajob interview that promises a chance at proper
employment...and maybe a bite to eat. Accused of "grossimmorality,” she's adrift after being dismissed from
her governess position, despite being entirely innocent.

That innocence is precisely what a mysterious group of debauched aristocrats finds so aluring about Miss
Strong. When they propose a scandal ous offer that she can't refuse...she can't refuse. But if the darkly gallant
Alistair Rohan, a gentleman involved in al manner of wicked deeds himself, has anything to say about it,
Kathleen can escape her disrepute in another way.

Of course, the escape route looks very similar to the group'sillicit proposition itself...
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From Reader Review The Wicked House of Rohan for online ebook

LuvGirl says

Waaaaay too short! The story was rushed and did not ring true in the least. The characters were not
developed, (but how could they in such a short story)? | BOUGHT this e-book for my first read on my new
Kindle, but it should definitely be free! No wonder they are letting you read it for free on another site. | wish
I had done the research to find out how to read it for free before | spent my money on it. | actualy wouldn't
even cal it abook, it was more of an excerpt with an ending! | mean why bother writing such a short book if
you don't even have time to devel op the characters? | guess I'm so disappointed because | was led to believe
it was areal book, and I wanted my first experience with my Kindle to be agood read. The bottom lineis,
don't pay for this book because it's not worth it IMO.

Blackjack says

Fun intro to the Rohan series that | somehow never got around to reading. Trademark Anne Stuart bad boy
lusts after an honorable and upright young woman who feels disdain for him. This book though features a bit
more of amellower version of some of her deadlier heroes, and maybe I'm just getting older, but | kind of
like the less cold-hearted Stuart heroes now. Alistair is till hedonistic and cynical, but when he sets eyes on
Kathleen, heisleft battling between wanting to bed her and wanting to take care of her. Swoon. At the
story's start, Kathleen is just one step away from utter disaster, having been thrown out of her employer's
home over a misunderstanding. She has gone a day and a half without food and several days sleeping in
aleys, and so she is desperately in need of someoneto carefor her. | loved all of this, though | thought the
added detail of Kathleen and Alistair actually having a history together from their youth was a bit too much
of a coincidence when she accidentally shows up at his mansion. Still, arather sweeter story from Stuart, and
| raced right through it.

Kimberly Carrington-Fox says

257

No es que esté mal, es que es un relato excesivamente breve que parte de unaidea con la que se podria haber
hecho una buena novelaromanticay erética de enaguas. Me he quedado con las ganas de saber mucho més.
Tampoco creo gue unas cuantas paginas mas para hacer un final algo menos precipitado y loco le hubieran
venido mal.

Alp says

“| want to render you unusable for Marblethorpe'slittle game. | want to get in bed with you and make
love to you until you weep with pleasure, and then | want to do it all over again. And the thing is, my
innocent little angel, that you really want it too. You just don’t recognizeit.” He pushed her hair away
from her facein a gentle caress.

“You’'rewrong.”
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It's not every day you get the chance to read a short dark historical romance story that gives you such a
pleasant surprise. It is no exaggeration to say that this novellareally knocked my socks off. Honestly, | didn’t
expect Anne Stuart’s HR to be as good as her RS, but this one proved me wrong. It was exceptionally good!

| enjoyed every page | read and | just wish it was longer!

When | picked up this one, | thought | was going to read a dark and some kind of depressing story. But as |
read further into it, | found the story lighter and sweeter than expected. | loved that while the book had a dark
and somewhat oppressive atmosphere, the romance, which was the best part of this book for me, was very
sweet and sensual. | couldn’t be more delighted!

Thisnovellarealy did work for me in every single way. There were two lovable main characters who
captured my heart the entire way through. Alistair Rohan was such an endearing anti-hero, and who would

have thought! With his dark, mysterious, brooding look, | couldn’t help but fall in love with him. What can |
say; I’m atotal sucker for brooding heroes!

Another thing | loved about this book was that the story moved along at a cracking pace and | was pleased by
how smoothly things unfolded. The exquisite romance between Alistair and Kathleen had me swooning and
smiling nonstop. Their sexy time was very well-written—nhot, intense, yet super sweet. The ending was
wonderful, and it was absolutely the author’ s style.

So, what more could | ask for?

| was over the moon after finishing this one. Oh, it was so good! If | could, | would give it more than 5 stars!
LOVED IT!

“If you lust after someone and have an absurd and overwhelming need to protect them, then the best way
to deal with the situation isto marry the person.”

**The Wicked House of Rohan is a prequel to the House of Rohan series. It can be read as a standalone.

Eastofoz says

Well this sucked the big one. Why? Because there' s zero devel opment and totally out of the proverbial left
field comesthis“I loveyou” () What the ***? | know it’s a short story and it was free on Harlequin but why
bother if thisisal you're getting?

It' s starts out well with a down on her luck heroine who answers an ad for what she thinksis for a governess
position with afamily in Venice. At the interview she has a twilight zone moment when she meets a bunch
of creepy guyswho tell her why they want her and it’s not for any governess job either. There are some eye-
popping incidents making you wonder if you' re reading erotica instead of aregency historical but there's
next to no character development, relationship development or info on what this House of Rohan is. Who are
these whackjobs? The hero seems like he has potential but that fizzles fast with his I-must-be-in-love-with-
you bit for absolutely no reason. The heroine could turn into one of those strong minded heroines if she had
more meat to her story but she goes all doe-eyed-spastic too when he declares his“love”. Again “why?”

He' d give anyone the heebie jeebies considering the circumstances under which they met and she's al

gaga??
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It was just sex for sex with gaping holes and a meager attempt at piecing together a plot. Here' s hoping that
thefirst full-book in the trilogy is better :-/

Erika says

25 stars

First of al, | had this weirdest sensation short after | started reading:

He' d looked very much like that man, from the tousled wave of thick brown hair, the piercing
blue eyes—the mouth perfect for kissing. A knight on a white stallion, come to rescue her.

And then...

She had a hard time pulling her gaze away from the man’s eyes. They were a golden color, like
dark honey, and that made her think of toast and tea and rich pastries...

See what | mean? She was talking about the same man. The hero. | love beautiful eyes, but | believed the
color of the hero's eyes just changed from piercing blue to golden color.

For an extremely short novella, it was wicked and steamy. However, everything elseis blurry, from the insta-
love, the identity of the characters, through the storyline. I'm not sure | can understand why this novellais
included in the House of Rohan series as the prequel.

Who is Alistair Rohan? What is his connection with Francis Rohan other than the same name? I s he the
cousin of Francis's father? But why we didn't hear anything about him in Ruthless? And is he supposed to be
the man who started the Heavenly Host tradition? (view spoiler)

So many things didn't make any sense. Why Kathleen Strong is wandering around the street, starving and
homeless? Her whole family just died and there's nothing and no one at al left for her? Also, the 'little
coincidence between her and Alistair was too coincidental. And the ending, just like that?

| couldn't rate it higher though | pretty much enjoyed the very short romance and Anne Stuart's captivating
writing. It'sjust too short.

Wicked v (Wickedly Bookish Reviews) aka Bat-Jess says

Reviewed for Wickedly Bookish
http://wickedlybookish.blogspot.com/

Kathleen Strong is down on her luck and in need of anew job after false rumorsruin her career asa
governess. The newly established Heavenly Host, a debauched mens club, offersto pay her well and send
her home to England in exchange for her virginity. Handsome rake Alistiar Rohan, founder of the club, has a
dlightly different proposition for her, one that she can't refuse.
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| read thisin preperation for the ARC copy of Shameless | recieved from Netgalley. | haven't read the
previous books in the series and wanted to get afeel for the world | would be stepping into. What better way
than to read a short erotic prequel to the series?

Thiswas very short, but well planned out unlike many other short stoires. Thereisn't much time to set up the
characters and the situation, however Anne Stuart does a remarkable job pulling you in and not letting go
until the end. | loved Alistair and Kathleen's characters and hope we see more of them in the full length
stories. All in dl, thiswas afun, quick, sultry read that | would definitely reccommend.

Aoi says

Huh??1! A little too rushed, alittle too unbelievable,

I don't know if thisis me getting old, but our heroes- rakes devoting themselves to chasing pleasure- had me
rolling me eyes. Definitely the kind of men I'd find irresistible /sarcasm

Danielle The Book Huntress (Back to the Books) says

Completed Reread 8/8/15

| needed a quick palate cleanser after alessthan satisfactory DNF romance. Anne Stuart always does
thetrick. | allowed my Kindle Text-to-Speech to read to me as| was supposed to be going to sleep
early thismorning, and it waslovely. | usually avoid super short romance stories because they just
don't work. Thisisavery short story, but it manages to have everything | would want in the very
short length. What arisque storyline, but pulled off excellently. Even though the heroisa debauched
rake, | still wanted to run off with him. | can see why Kathleen did exactly that.

In my opinion, Anne Stuart isthe Mistress of Romance! She teaches me something everytime | read
her books!

Previous Review

| loved this story. Yesit was short, but it was also sweet and very well done. I'm a sucker for the plain, aging
spinster meets the rake storyline, and | think Ms. Stuart always does great with it. | don't know...Not too
many writers do rakes aswell as| like. But, Ms. Stuart, she definitely does. A rake is mad, bad, and
dangerous to know. But the best part about arakish hero is seeing him fal in love with the one woman who
makes him want to give up his debauched, profligate ways. Hard to do in such a short format, but she
managed here, in my opinion. | love her use of language, and how she built the tension so well for a short
story. I'm not sure what to expect about the Heavenly Host, except they are far from heavenly. | can't say too
much without spoiling the story, but it met any expectations | have for Anne Stuart's writing. I'm glad to see
her writing more historicals, although | love her contemporaries too. What can | say? | love her writing,
period. She writes akiller short story, says Danielle, with a happy smile on her face.
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Dina says

"Strange” read. Not bad, but not good enough to tempt me into reading the series.

v Rebecca v says

Thiswas areally sweet story and | wish that it were full length. It would have been nice to see Kathleen
when she was younger and her crush on Alistair. | should have read thisfirst instead of last because |
remember someone mentioning a distant cousin named Alistair in one of the Rohan books, but now | cant
remember what they said about him. | didn't know who he was at the time so | didn't take notice. Otherwise
this can be read anytime throughout the series and doesn't affect the story.

Robin says

After being dismissed from her job as a governess, Kathleen Strong has no money to return home to
England. Desperate and starving, Kathleen arrives at an interview for anew job. But the job is not what she
thinks. A group of men calling themselves the Heavenly Host wants avirgin for their nights entertainment.
Alistar Rohan leads this group of aristocrats with a dark ritual on their minds.

Thisisavery short prequel to Anne Stuarts House of Rohan series. It was only 39 pages and reading it didn't
seem to make a difference to my enjoyment of the series. My rating: 2.5 Stars.

Laura says

Thisisapreque to the House of Rohan series (Ruthless, Reckless, and Breathless). It isa publicity tool and
very short. | got it free from eharlequin and would not have paid for it.

The story did what it was supposed to do and made me interested in the series. | was skeptical, but interested
nonetheless.

The story sets up the beginning of the Heavenly Host--a group of men looking for debauchery and wanting
more than what they have found so far, so they choose to make a society of members like them and willing
to do anything and everything for pleasure. They are a bored and drunk group of aristocrats with nothing
better to do and Alistar Rohan istheir leader. Miss Kathleen Strong isin dire need of help and they are
willing to help...for aprice.

The story was decent. | liked the characters, but the story was so short it was difficult to really get to know
them well enough. | half liked the ending, but was left wondering about a couple of things.

I've since read the first book in the series, Ruthless, and find that this prequel is unnecessary for the series. If
the book is no longer free, | would not bother with it. Read the series instead.
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Patricia says

For some time now I've been wanting to read Anne Stuart but as usual my TBR goes on and on and
sometimes the best isleft for last.

Even though | only read it now, | know that I'm in for aride with this lady's and the so called gentleman that
marveloudly live between this pages.

Venice, 1740.

Desperate, starving, Kathleen Strong makes her way to ajob interview that promises a chance at proper
employment...and maybe a bite to eat. Accused of "grossimmorality,” she's adrift after being dismissed from
her governess position, despite being entirely innocent.

That innocence is precisely what a mysterious group of debauched aristocrats finds so alluring about Miss
Strong. When they propose a scandal ous offer that she can't refuse...she can't refuse. But if the darkly gallant
Alistair Rohan, a gentleman involved in al manner of wicked deeds himself, has anything to say about it,
Kathleen can escape her disrepute in another way.

Of course, the escape route looks very similar to the group'sillicit proposition itself...

So, today our world is so messed up, we fight for our rights, we fight for ajob, we keep on fighting for the
right to be equal in society...

But, may | ask, what if we lived in the past, when women had no rights but only a birth status, dictated by the
laws of aruthless society that was based in social position ?

Have you imagined if you've fallen in disgrace, wronged by everyone around you and nobody believed or
camein your defense ...

That is exactly what happen to Kathleen Strong. A girl alone in the beautiful city of Venice looking for ajob,
starving and penny less, without an option but to bend to the will of dubious gentleman that see women as
their hunting ground and object of pleasure.

This character was so well written, invented in perfection and so heart-brokenly truthful to her position in the
story, how | felt for her ...

Now the boys....
A bunch of pigs, all of them, securein their social position, well enthralled in society and plainly heartless
and sadistic towards our gender. But in every story there has to be a hero, so to the romance.....

Alistair Rohan is awicked and an aluring gentleman, probably stubborn, but way down insidein alittle
corner of his heart he still has some character and kindness, yes, love till resides in his heart.

| find this gentleman very appealing, a snob and a teaser, a man who challenges a woman and arouses
feelings long forgotten in Kathleen.

In my eyes he is a brave man for going against al of society's cruelness and ideas, he's not afraid and he
facesliferight on, good for him!

Thisisashort novellabut it's marvel ously weaved, truthfully told by the voice of an author that I'm shure
will not let me down once | get into this series.

I know my mind and I'll be wanting more every time | finish a book.

If you've never read this series or this author, start at the beginning and move forward, no fears ...
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Ruth says

Wicked House of Rohan

Thisisarather pleasant vignette. The whole premiseis unsettling, asit's supposed to be, probably more
because of the heroine's acceptance of the offer than because of the offer itself. Thereis practically no
character development, but | like the plot and the scene-setting is good. Y ou know how desperate the heroine
is, you can fedl it, and you know how cynical the hero is and how pathetic heis.

3 stars.
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