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Mike Hodge-veteran of the Great War, big shot of the Chicago Tribune medium fry-probably shouldn't have
fallen in love with Annie Walsh. But then maybe the guys who killed Annie Walsh shouldn't have messed
with Mike Hodge... In Chicago, David Mamet has created a bracing, kaleidoscopic page-turner that roars
through the Windy City's underground on its way to a thunderclap of a conclusion. Here is not only hisfirst
novel in more than two decades, but the book he has been building up to for his whole career. Mixing some
of hismost brilliant fictional creations with actual figures of the era (among them Al Capone), suffused with
trademark "Mamet Speak," richness of voice, pace and brio, and exploring--as no writer can--questions of
honor, deceit, revenge and devotion, Chicago is that rarest of literary creations: a book that combines
spectacular elegance of craft with akinetic wallop as fierce as the February wind gusting off Lake Michigan.
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Michael says

My review for this book was published in the Feb. 1, 2018, edition of Library Journal:

In hisfirst novel in more than two decades, legendary playwright Mamet (Glengarry Glen Ross) picks up
where his Oscar-nominated screenplay for The Untouchables left off, with a panoramic portrait of the
Chicago underworld during Prohibition. Mike Hodge, veteran of the Great War, is a 30-year-old
newspaperman at the Tribune, working with his partner Parlow to find out who murdered mobbed-up
restaurateur Jackie Weiss and courting the sweet Irish lass at the local floral shop, Annie Walsh. But when
his beloved iskilled in a post-coital ambush, Mike has more reason than professional curiosity to uncover the
truth. The story is fast-paced and violent but often difficult to latch onto because of Mamet's infamously
dense and jagged dialogue, which is on ample display throughout. Like the late novelist George V. Higgins,
Mamet prefersto let his characterstell the story with a minimum of omniscient narration, trusting the reader
to work out the plot through the lies and banter. VERDICT A hard-edged, though elusive return to form
from the Pulitzer Prize winner.

Copyright ©2018 Library Journals LLC, awholly owned subsidiary of Media Source, Inc. Reprinted with
permission.

Anthony Crupi says

"You're saying what, you're saying this Mamet, his dialogue, you're saying Chicago, you're saying fuckin' A
right and rat-a-tat-tat, Al Capone, al that Tommy Gun period frippery. And I'm now saying | don't want to
be an absolute ingrate, one of them assholes who use this, this forum as a means to turn sweetmeats into
ground fuckin' glass, | mean, who needs it? Right? But this, and I'm sorry, but | cannot brush this off, this
book, this dreck | gotta drop $26.99 to read this, this nowhere Hardy Boys grift? That | do not countenance,
no, and | say it plain: Y ou want to spend that kind of scratch on an exercise, some fuckin' ventriloguism shit,
may aswell get "GULL" inked into your forehead. Y ou stooge. Y ou dupe. Y ou chump. All I'm saying is,
some asshole—and they got al kindsin publishing, believe you me—I'm of the opinion that some asshole,
somebody owes me my $26.99. Somebody owes me my two hours of time | spent with this, this gangland
puppet show. Because | want to tell you something now. A guy goes around, he hears alot of shit—a LOT of
shit, pal, alot of it, asurfeit—but there's, what, there's period pieces and then there's this, and thereis no
nutritive value to any of this. Iswhat it comes down to. [pause] I'm telling you, do what you gotta do, but I'm
you, | steer clear of thisone. Not that it's any of my business. [pause] | could use some eggs. Some fuckin'
waffles. ... | don't know anymore.”

Faith says

Thiswas not what | was expecting. There was a tremendous amount of dialogue but no action. More about
newspapers than gangsters, at least in the part of the book that | managed to read. | also got no fedl of the
period from this book. Abandoned.
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Joe Kraus says

This has to start with the dialogue, with the things these characters say and write. After al, it's Mamet, and
no one has a better ear for making music out of the hunger to sound tough.

Consider, for instance, the way our journalist-protagonist Mike Hodge putsit in one news story, “ Jackie
Weiss had died of abroken heart, it being broken by several dugsfrom a.45.” Y eah, that’s funny, and yeah,
it'sin bad taste. But that just makesit funnier.

At one level —the level of the blurb on the back — thisis a story of Hodge looking to get revenge on the
gangsters who kill his girlfriend. [SPOILER] And that level works well enough as tight noir: her murder is
parallel to but ultimately separate from a Syndicate consolidation around the murders of a pair of Jewish
gangsters — Jackie Weiss and Morris Teitelbaum — but it turns out to be tied even more tightly to an IRA plot
to steal tommy guns for its rebellion. Hodge goes from potential source to potential source, learning things
he doesn’t want to know and getting slowly closer to figuring out whom he ought to try to kill himself.

Most of this book turns out to be conversation, though — from Hodges' s extended philosophical and artistic
disputes with his friend and colleague Parlow, to his seeking information from his wise African-American
madame friend Peekaboo, or his encounters with one after another underworld character who might be able
to help him. In the hands of alesser writer, it would get boring quickly, and the eventual resolution wouldn't
carry much weight. In Mamet’ s hands, though, we get gems like these:

+ Thefirst phrase he’ d heard, in basic training, was that those looking for sympathy could finditin a
dictionary, between “shit” and “syphilis.”

+ Peekaboo explains why a cheating husband should go to exceptional lengths to pretend innocenceto his
wife. “ She knows the truth. She needs to be assured her husband is observing the proprieties.”

+ A friend observes to Ruth, moll to one of the murdered Jewish gangsters, that knowledge is power. Ruth
answers, “Power is power. People say differently don’'t understand power. Or knowledge. Knowledgeis
what gets you killed.”

+ A tough old detective type tells Hodge that the Chinese invented gunpowder “to foil the evil spirits.” “The
question is, then” Mike said, “what isevil?’ “Well, that is decided,” Doyle said, “ by the fellow holding the
gun.”

+ In the wake of Annie's murder, Hodge descends into serious alcoholism. “He comprehended perfectly the
concept that time would heal grief, but had lost all understanding of ‘time.”

+ Parlow tries at one point to rally him. “Y ou were humbled by your love, you were humbled by her slim
white body, you are humbled by death, but real humility is nothing to be proud of. And you, full stop, stink.”

+ When he returns to The Tribune and hands in a sob-sister type story, his editor responds with, “Y ou either
go out and drink less, or drink more. Something. But don’t break my heart come in here with this fucking
valentine to your long-lost talent. Because someone at Hull House may care, but I’ ve got to write a

newspaper.”

+ Or the same editor later in hisrant, “1 don’t understand writer’ s block. I'm sureit’s very high toned and
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thrilling, like these other psychological complaints. I, myself, could never afford it. As| had a Sainted
Mother at home who, without my wages, would have been hard put to drink herself to death. Further: | think,
if one can afford it, but one has nothing to say, one should not write. Thisis not writer’s block but common
courtesy.”

+ Or, as akicker, “Like most men who think they understand men,” Mike thought, “this man only
understands fools.”

That's alot of top-shelf quotes, but I’ ve restrained myself from others. As| say, it’sthe dialogue — the
particular Mamet poetry — that makes this go.

| can see the appeal of Prohibition Chicago for Mamet —who’ s celebrated the sleaze of the city going back
over the most recent half-century in works that stand among the best plays of our era. In many ways Chicago
toughness came to a head in Capone's city —a point Mamet helped to cement in contemporary readers
imagination with his writing the screenplay for Brian De Palma’ s The Untouchables.

In that regard, the tone hereisjust right. Thisisaway of looking back at the events of the 1920s with the
sharper-edged language of today to shine light into corners the real journalists of the time allowed to remain
dark. As such, thisis solid historical fiction, work that gives you a fresh sense of the era, a book that makes
you think your grandparents may not have been as sweet as they seemed when your parents bundled you up
to see them in their retirement homes.

| feel abit compelled to point out that thisis not particularly good history. Dean O’ Banion is somehow still
alive after the St. Valentine's Day Massacre. And Nails Morton, long dead, would not have had the sort of
residual gang that turns out to be responsible for blackmailing out IRA partisans.

I’ll acknowl edge those points as the bugaboos of my work as a gangster historian, though. | won'’t let those
cultivated inaccuracies or the sometimes winding plot stand in the way of the general excellence of the prose
here.

Mamet knows his way around atypewriter like few people, and it’s great to see him taking on the tommy
gun era— with the tommy gun famously called a*“ Chicago typewriter” —in away that makes it fresh and
makes it sing. This may not be his best work, but even second-tier Mamet is worth celebrating.

Brenda says

I thought, from the title, this book would be more about prohibition than it was. It was more of a
gangster/murder story. | had a hard time following this book. Seemed jumpy and choppy at times. | could not
finishit. Sorry! Thanks to Goodreads and publisher for an Advanced Reader Copy. | gave it agood shot, but
| just could not get into this book.

Josh says

This book was disappointing. Don't be fooled by the title and synopsis; Chicago, has little to do with
gangstersin the windy city during the prohibition era, rather, author David Mamet focuses his slow moving
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and oftentimes sleep-inducing plot on aformer WWI pilot, now journalist, Mike, who pinesfor an attractive
florist only to loose her in a hail of bullets.

Diaogue heavy, the audiobook was hard to follow at times; there are a number of bit players who pop up and
then disappear, adding nothing but confusion and contributing to the boredom.

My rating: 2/5. The pieces were there but the puzzle just didn't come together. | liked the sudden impact of
the murder of Annie Walsh, Mikes' love interest and the thin connections to organised crime but didn't enjoy
the journalistic focus and tedious pace.

M1?pyo¢ Katoo?Aa¢ says

To AOTUVOMIK?C OOU?C LLBIOT?pNA TOL NT2ABIVT MUET KAl SUOTUX?C BEATPIKY KATABOAV
TIPOUCI 2LETAL CPUEPA OTO UTIAOYK

https:.//georgekatsoul as.bl ogspot.comy/...

Joseph Carano says

I won a advance reader's copy of this novel on the Goodreads site. Thettitle of this novel was abit misleading
in that it had more to do with newspaper reporting than it had to do with prohibition. The characters were
interesting and original and the plot was engrossing. The problem | had with the novel was the vocabulary. |
am not an extremely educated man and do not enjoy having to look up aword or two on every page in the
dictionary. | realize thisisthe style of prose Mr. Mamet uses and looking at his success, it definitely works
for him. However,speaking for myself, it seemed to take away from the story. In my humble opinion, simple
is better and that cost David Mamet my 5 star rating.

Ron Charles says

David Mamet's "Chicago" is featured on the latest episode of the Totally Hip Video Book Review:
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/...

GeorgeK. says

H BaBuoAoy?a tou BiA?00 oto Goodreads eval aTt? H2Ipia 2wG KAK? U2XPl OTIYLG, UE AVEG
EKOTOVT?0eC 0&IO0AOY?0€EIC. TO BIBA?0 TO £7X0 GTAUTI?PEL TPIV KAV KUKAOPOP?TEl OTO EEWITEPIK?,
?tav 2uoba 7t Ba o BA?TOHE OTO EAANVIK?, T?TE TIOV OEV LTTZPXAV OK2UA KPITIK?C. M?XpL va
KUKAOQ@OP?0El OTN X700 HOC 2UWCE (TPIV ANVEC L?PEC ONAND?), OTO HETAE? KUKAOQ?PNOE OTO
EEWITEPIK?, KOI OEV 2pynaoav Ol avayw?20TEC VA OPX 200UV vVa TO a§loAoyo. H p?tpia BabpoAoy?a
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TOU OV KAT?PEPE VA LOL AAAEEL TNV ATIAPACT VO Ayop?0w KAl va dla?0w 2ueca To BIPA70.
AvT?eta, Ba 2Aeya 211 LOL KVNOE 0K U0 TIO TIOA? TO EVAIAQ?p0oV - 20eAd VA dw VIAT? T20EC L?TPLEC
KPITIK?C,

AV N Tt PAN0, TPZKEITAL VIO a 181 7ppUBHOo VOU?p HUBIOT?PNO. H TAOK? YEVIK? VAL L7AAOV
adVa N Kal &V TPOOP?PEL TPWITOTUTI?EC, OV KO OPEZAW VA TOPAOEXT? 2TI KAT?PEPE VA OV
KPAT?0€l TO EVALOQ?POV ATT? TNV APX? U?2XPL TO T?A0C. Mw¢ Kl 2101, @a 2Aeyd X?pN 0TOUC TPEAO?G
OlOA?YOUC, TIOU €01 GTOIXE?O TIOL XAPOKTNP?LEl 700 T?MOTE 7AAO TN YPA@? KOl TOV TP?IMO OKPNG
ToU NTARBIVT M2UET (PAAWCTE LTT?PXEL KOl 0 ?p0¢ "Mamet Speak™), 21w €TT70NC X 7PN OTNV 7An
@OREP? ATU?0@UIPA TOV ZIKYOU TNC OEKUET?0¢ TOL '20 KAl TNV KUVIK? JOTI? TOL cuyypa@?a. O
M?UET EEPEVEL OE B 2POPOl ONHE?D TNC TAOK2C, OAA? KOl UE K?To10VC A ?youG Tov. M7A1oTa, o€
OPIOUVA CNUE?N UTIOPE? VA TEL KAVE?C 2T1 X VETAL KAl A?Y0 1 UTTPAA (E10K? oTNV apX?). AAA?, va
TI?PEL N ELX? VA TI2PEL, AUT? €0 KAl N paye?a Tou. Ot oAovtavol &l 7A0y0l, 0 VTOVOC KUVIOU?G
TOU, N HO?7pN 0708N0N TOL X107U0pP, Ol XOPAKT?PEC TIOU HEPIK G POP?C OEV WANVE GOV KOVOVIKO?
AOPWIOI AAA? 2XEl TAKO VO TOLCG "OKO?C", Ol AIT?C OAA? YPO@ K 7C TEPIYPO QPG TOU, O PAOG TP?TOC
VPO @?C TOU...

FeVIK?, SNAVW IKAVOTOINUAVOC. To "OIK?reda e 820" e EeTp?Aave, To "AUEPIKVIKOG Bo?Baioc”
HE KO?pOae ALY, €07 UTIOP? VO TIW 2TI OV 1N TI PAA0 TI?2p0 00 wpa?a. MPAYUATIK? KATOAABAVW
2000L¢ o1 ?Bacav 10 BIBA?0 Kol OeV TOUG ?PECE, ILAG KAl €Al 181 7ppUBUa YPOUUNO, EV? KAl N
TAAOK? QUT? KaBALT? Oev A?€l KOl TIOAA? TRPAYUOTA. AG TIDUE, OV ET1BUUE?TE va dlaB?0eTe a
OOTUVOUIK? VOU?P UE O@XTOOEUVI TIAOK? KOl KOA? OKIAYPOPNUAVOLC XOPAKT?PEC, KAA?TEPA VO
olof?0ete va PAN0 BIPA?0 (TLX. TOU TCAUG EAP?). 2UwC, av BPAETE K?TL UE IO ?TEPO OTIA, PE
EVPNMUATIKO?C DIOAYOUC KAl HE A eVAIAQ?POV0a HATI? TOV K?0U0 TN AUEPIKVIKNG
ONHOCIoYPAP?0C KAl TOV K?00 TOU OPYOVWUV0U EYKAPUOTOC OTO ZIK Y0 TN¢ OEKOET?0¢ TOU 20,
T?1e 10 BIBA?0 AUT? €L IO KOA? ETAAOY?. MTIOPE? GTNV OPX? TIPOAA YO VO HE "X 201", HET? UG
TO oLV?B10A KOl UTIOP? VO T 2T1 7pX100 VO YOUOT?pw KIZAa¢! OM?te... T?200€pa aoTEpXIA!

Dave says

Mamet's latest work takes us back to Chicago during post-WWI prohibition. Mamet is primarily a playwright
by profession and thiswork is all about capturing the authentic voices of newspapermen, gangsters, madams,
and policemen. The focus, like in an Elmore Leonard novel, is on dialogue. Y ou feel that you are in the next
booth listening to a couple of guys shoot the bull or in the parlor overhearing conversations. What comes out
of their mouths is not necessarily telling a story in order, but filled with jokes, good natured ribbing, raw
language, and reminisces. It might take alittle bit to get into this novel asit is structured so differently than
other novels, but it brings the charactersto life.

At its heart isthe story of Mike Hodge, newspaperman, his history fighting in France, his romance with the
Irish girl who works in the flower shop, hislong conversations with the local madam whose coarse way of
putting things zeroesin on reality, his curiosity about local beefs and who got shot for not making the vig,
and his coming to terms with some of life'slemons, what's real, and what matters.

Than you to Harper Collins for providing a copy for review.
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Scott Hitchcock says

1,5%'s

| get he was going for Glengary Glen Ross meet Goodfellas but this felt so forced and fell so flat. The
dialogue was choppy and the anal ogies mostly cheesy. In short a huge disappointment.

Emma says

Thisisameandering tale about reporters, murders, and the mob. It wantsto be athriller but moves too
sowly to generate suspense. The story istold primarily through dial ogue between the main character, Mike,
and his friend Parlow with little to no exposition.

If you don't mind your historical fiction with a heavy dose of what | can only call Literary Elements then
perhaps Chicago isfor you. Asit is, | finished the story frustrated and wishing 1'd just read a Raymond
Chandler novel instead.

Corey says

It's gangsters. It's Mamet. What el se do you wanna know?
Review to come at memphisflyer.com

TJ says

I did not finish this one. It was a frustrating read. It's very dialogue heavy, which would be fine, but the
dialogue is awkward and unrealistic. It took far too long to glean some semblance of a story and by then |
was just annoyed. | enjoy some of David Mamet's other work, but after a couple hoursin on thisone, | just
was not enjoying it.
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