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Lily Bachman has the largest dowry the haut ton has seen in years. Her fortune is meant to secure her
marriage to atitled gentleman, but instead it has sent every fortune hunter in London into afrenzy. Despite
her father's insistence that she choose a husband, Lily swears she won't marry any of these "L eeches."
Instead, she focuses on her dreams of opening a charity school. She has everything well in hand - until a
devilishly handsome rake sweeps her into a scandal ous waltz.

Ethan Helling, Viscount Thorburn, never claimed to be a good man. A well-known rogue, he's over his ears
in gaming debts and is tempted by afriend's demanding mistress. To continue indulging his appetites, he
needs to marry afortune. The lovely Miss Bachman just so happens to have one, and Ethan vows to win her
dowry for himself.

When the seducer becomes the seduced, Lily and Ethan are forced into a hasty marriage. Now, to gain her
fortune, Ethan must find away to make his unwilling bride happy. As he fights to win her affection, Ethan
finds himself falling in love with his spirited wife - despite her determination to keep her money, and her
heart, out of his hands. With her dreamsin ruins and her illusions shattered, can Lily afford to gamble on
love?
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preppea says

ONCE AN HEIRESS combines everything readers |ove about historical romance with a twisting,
suspenseful story that will have you on the edge of your seat hoping Lily and Ethan can find away to be
together.

I'm not going to lie —my first introduction to Ethan Helling had me wondering if 1'd misunderstood the
summary. Thisisthe guy I'm supposed to fall in love with? Really? Because he sounds every bit the rake I've
been warned about. Not only is he buried in gambling debt, but his [ust for afriend's mistress has him
agreeing to woo agirl with alarge dowry just so he can turn around and take the mistress for himself. | really
can't imagine aworse kind of guy: to marry one woman just so you can use her dowry money to purchase
another woman you intend to have on the side.

Intelligent and opinionated Lily knew she had to weed through the fortune hunters to find a husband she can
respect, but who could anticipate a guy like Ethan? Especially since she's grown up with afather who has
treated her like an heir and an equal instead of a bargaining tool in the effort to gain atitle.

Fast-forward afew chapters and we get to see not only what hardships in his adolescence have made Ethan
the man he has become, but a heart that promisesit is more than redeemable. But add a secret obligation, a
forced wedding, and collectors demanding their money and Lily and Ethan have alot to overcome before
they can truly trust and love each other.

| loved every second of ONCE AN HEIRESS — it had the intrigue | love about historical romance combined
with an excellent storyline that kept me on my toes. | fell completely in love with Lily and Ethan and can't
wait for Naomi to get her own story that I'm positive will be filled with its own share of romance and
turmoil!

**Copy provided by the author/publisher for an honest review.

**Reviewed by preppeaon | ¥ Bookie Nookie Reviews and The Romance Reviews.

Roanne Araneta says

Reading thiswas a pain in the ass.

| was not impressed. Not ever.

It's so pocketbook generic.

Thisisworse than the first book. Ah well probably equally worse.
“The eyes of the man standing there hit Lily with a stunning force.”

Oh my god how ridiculous. How utterly ridiculous!
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Pukes. Excessive eye-ralling.

“Lily do you know what happens between a man and awoman... in bed?’
Dear God!!!

Can this get any dumber?!

“It hurts... doesn’t it?” “It often does hurt the lady abit...”

*laughs maniacally* GOOD HEAVENS. What isthis| can’'t even...

Lily to Ethan: “Y our body is so different from mine. | don't have hair like yours (referring to Ethan’ s chest
hair).”

Oh my god are you kidding me? It's not even funny.

Once more, he considered dropping to his knees, thistimein prayer of thanksgiving for the twin gifts from
above that were Lily Bachman’s magnificent breasts.

I’min hysterics you have no idea.

| regret every wasted minute reading this blasted ‘ Regency’ romance. In fact it doesn’t seem like Regency at
all. 1t s so pocketbook-is romance. The sexual innuendoes are pathetic.

Thorburn is an annoying little shit, and he is most definitely not arake. | refuse to even acknowledge him as
part of the ‘ton’. Lily can go drown herself in a bucket.

??Trea says

| really hated this book! So much deception, so many shallow reasons why these two got together. There
wasn't even area "woo me so | can fall in love with you" romance! It was more like they just suddenly
realized that they loved one another after they treated each other like total crap. | really couldn't connect with
any of the charactersin this book, although it was nice to see how things were going with the first couple of
the series. Thankfully, there is only one book |eft in the series, but | am not looking forward to it. | doubt that
I'll keep the series, oncel finish it.

Kristine Maite Suar ez says

why i actually find rakes attractive and intriguing is beyond me..

another feel good regency story i really like.kudos to the author!
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Jacqueline's Reads says

| was really surprised with this one. | enjoyed the first book A LOT. | figured | liked the author’ s writing
styleand so | was REALLY excited to start the second book of the series.

To me, it felt like it was written by a completely different author. | felt like the first book had the PERFECT
amount of angst and tension. But Once an Heiress is 100% filled with angst and not the good kind.

Y ou know that angst where it’s a SIMPL E misunderstanding and everything can be settled with asimple
conversation. Yeah, it’skind of like that, but times ten.

| didn’t like the summary of the book, but | went into it with an open mind because | didn’t like the summary
of the first book either. The author is known to make unlikeable characters. Ethan isn’t my favorite Hero. He
spends his days doing nothing and if heisn’t doing nothing, he's gambling and so he'sin alot of debt.

Lily is SUPER rich but has no title, so she needs to marry someone that is noble.

I thought | would only dislike Ethan, but to my surprise, | disliked Lily aswell.

Gah the tortured this book put me through. Ethan is selfish, lazy and he doesn’t really notice Lily. Usually
when aHero has so many flaws, at |east the attraction towards the Heroine would balance this out. Thiswas
not the case.

Lily isso set in her ways. SOOOO Set in her ways where | was screaming at the book for her to just CHILL
out. If she just took a step back from her thoughts she would be surprised to see that some things may work
out in her favour.

She however, never did that.

Throughout the book | wanted to stop reading, but | kept on going because there was just something | was
waiting for. | was waiting for the moment in the book where things turn around and all would be well and the

fun would begin.

THE WHOLE book was suffering. I’ m not saying the writing is bad, if it was, | would have rated it one start,
| just mean, | couldn’t take the banter, the angst, the fighting. The book was simply wasn’t for me.

I’m just going to read the next book since | loved the first book so much.

Tzippy says

Not as good as Once a Duchess, but definitely an author to stick with. There was alot to like about this book,
but all the miscommunication and misunderstandings and "I'll-explain-later”s drove me nuts. (N-V-T-S,
nuts! (Sorry, it'sareflex.))

One thing this book does really well is not glamorizing the rake. Ethan's lifestyle means that he isin tons of
debt and has almost no friends. Very early on, he realizes that this whole thing is no good for him, and that

he needs to change. By the time he and Lily get married, he's pretty much a paragon. And, of course, that's

when al their troubles start.
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It's misunderstanding after misunderstanding after misunderstanding, and it just gets tedious after awhile. If
only Ethan had said to Lily's father that he actually liked her (which was true by that time), if only Lily
hadn't been quite so quick to demand a separate marriage and play passive-aggressive "lsn't that what you
want too? Great!" games (and by the way, Lily, it is seriously rude to not show up to dinner when you've
been invited out and then not even apologize afterwards; | cannot get behind that at all), if only Ethan had
told Lily about going over to Ghita's house that day (I actually think that would have been avery smart
move, given Lily's personality), if only Aunt Janine had said, "She can't be his mistress because she's 80-
something years old," like why are these people not talking to each other? What is this, LOST?

| usually love strong, even abrasive, female characters, but more than once | wanted to sit Lily down and
hand her a glass of water and a chill pill.

Despiteit all, | really did like both Lily and Ethan, and | was cheering for their happy ending, which israre
for me when | get this frustrated by the romantic leads. Thisis atestament to Boyce's writing and
characterization. (By the way, the writing? Top notch. Descriptions are evocative without dragging down the
pace.) | rated it three stars, but it'sreally 3.5, maybe even 3.8.

Now, about that third book...

Khanh, first of her name, mother of bunnies says

Actual rating: 1.5

It was probably abad ideato read this book after The Heiress Effect . Two books about heiresses in one
week, it figuresthat 1'd strike out with one of them. Thisisthe oneto skip. It is definitely jarring, though, to
follow up with this one. There could hardly be more of a difference between the two heiresses and their
loves. Overal, thiswas aterrible, insipid book with afoolish, contrary heroine and animmature,
gambling-addicted, angry-for-no-good-r eason, womanizing asshat of an future Earl.

I would give this a one, but bumped it up because my opinion might have been biased negatively towards
this book due to my reading of The Heiress Effect. So, 1 added star for benefit of the doubt. Even with the
bonus of said benefit of the doubt, | still would not recommend this book to anyone | actualy like. I will
keep the rest of my review strictly on topic, and on this book alone.

Initialy, | liked the main character; but that ended with Chapter One. Lily was greatly likeable when we first
met her; an heiress with arumored dowry of £100,000. We initially make her acquaintance as she is shooting
down a so-called "Leech." Said Leech is one of the many fortune-hunting gentlemen (usually second or third
sons) out for Lily's enormous dowry. She rapidly shoots him down, and | was impressed with her spirit and
nature, as well as her intelligence and purpose, since she aims to open up a charity school for less fortunate
young women.

Sufficeit to say, our intrepid, spirited heroine's intelligence went down the crapper as soon as she meets the
douchebag that is Lord Ethan Helling. He isareal fucking winner.

I'veread alot of Historical Romance about fortune-hunters. They haven't all been nice guys (no shit), but at
least their purpose in getting said fortune is somewhat noble. Those guys have inherited crumbling estatesin
need of repair, they were indebted through no fault of their own, but due to the misbehavior of their
predecessors, whose mistakes they have to fix. They have close, bel oved relatives and numerous tenants
relying on them. They need the money to inject into business ventures or projectsto help many others, not
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just themselves.

Not so with Lord Ethan, no sir. We first meet him when he's waking up from a boner-ridden dream of his
mistress'sluscioustits & ass (well, technically, his best friend's mistress), hung-over as hell from drinking
and gambling the night before. And he freaks out over his staff's sudden resignation because they haven't
been properly paid in months. How dare they?! They're just servants, and he'sa Lord! Ethan is nothing if not
dismissing of those of alower social class, even to Lily and her stinking New Money wealth, which he
needs. Generally, if oneisin debt from gambling, one stops. But no. Ethan cannot possibly give up gaming.

"How could he give up gaming? He had no money with which to pay his debts, so he had to make money. To
make money, he had to gamble, but doing so inevitably ended with him further in debt."

How about you get a fucking job, you idiot?

Ethan's noble goal in life isto see hisloathsome father dead so he can inherit his estate and entire fortune.
His other noble goal in lifeisto steal away his best friend's mistress, Ghita, who is a stereotypically hot-
blooded, bitchy, sensual Italian Venus of a goddess. So really, he needs Lily's fortune so he can win and keep
Ghita.

"Ethan's mind reeled. With a dowry of a hundred thousand for his daughter, Mr. Bachman himself could
easily be worth a half-million, or a full million, or more. Ethan could pay off his debts. He could afford
Ghita. Hell, he could afford ten Ghitas."

Oh, and he takes care of an old aunt suffering from dementia. Well, that came out of howhere. Sure, that
justifies al of his brutish behavior to compromise and win Lily, then! Ethan is supposed to have a sad
backstory. Y ou know, typical noble family, no love, cold parents, etc. Get the fuck over it. It does not justify
him growing up to be an asshole who is looking to be as deplorable of aman as his father. He supposedly
growsto love Lily, even as he woos her for her fortune, but he shows hislove in redly strange ways.
Flowers? Poetry? No. Too old-fashioned. Ethan's love trand ates to being a coldhearted son of a bitch to his
newlywed wife.

"When herighted himself, he pinned her with ajeering smile. 'Y ou oncetold methat living in this
run-down sty would offend even a bushman. Well, it’syour sty now, princess. Welcome home.'"

My positive first impression of Lily ended, as| said, with the first chapter. After she meets and fallsinto
horrifying insta-love with the brutish Ethan, her intelligence seems confined to her freakishly large bosom
and how high she can heave them. She becomes disappointed that Ethan's not hunting her for her fortune,
then becomes enraged with him when she finds out that he is. Despite the warning of al of her friends and
family, all of whom have known about Ethan's proclivities towards gaming and womanizing, Lily fallsin
love with him. She justifies his behavior, and goes so far asto follow him around as he's walking around
town to prove to her friend that he's a good guy. Of course, because ever yone conductstheir shady
businessin thelight of day, in a bustling shopping district. Shetriesto point out his normal behavior as
he goes around a public street, goes into ajeweler's shop, says hi to friends, goes into a booklender.

"If he's such a blackguard,' Lily reasoned, 'then his character should soon evidence itself." She skittered to a
halt when she spotted him. He stood in front of a shop, examining a pair of Hessians in the window. 'Oh,
boots,' she said in a sarcastic tone, 'very shady."

But she's angry with him. Y ou know the Katy Perry song "Hot & Cold?' Yeah. Lily islike that. She can't
make up her freaking mind what she wants. Does she hate Ethan? Does she love him? No clue. She justifies
his behavior, then behaves like an ass when he's trying to make amends. She blames herself when heis
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borderline abusive. | lost my patience with Lily five chaptersinto the book. Lily isthe very definition of
devolution, because her character in no way grows or learns from her experience. To the contrary, her love of
Ethan makes her a worse person.

Do yourself afavor and read something else.

Shasha says

| dont believeit

The author did a great job of creating a poor rake. However, the heroine seemed different than she wasin the
first book.

The heart wrenching events tugged at my emotions. The disasters had real consequences.

But I didn't believe in the hero's reformation. That made the happy ending fall flat.

Mature content

Erin says

Once again Elizabeth Boyce has managed to mix the appropriate amounts of history, character drama, and
steamy sex. It was a delightful read! Thisis not your average romance story; you walk away having learned
so much about the time period and lifestyle of London's high society.

Jonel Boyko says

If | thought | was in love with this author’ s work with the first novel in this series | was sorely mistaken. She
has outdone herself by half again this time. What afabulous story! Boyce' s unique brank of sass and
romance really brings out the best of the time period she takes you back to. The mix of periodesque
colloguialisms and narratives complete the transition for the reader. There is an inherent undertone of
comedy running underneath this romance of misunderstandings and disappointments.

The characters were so real and lifelike that | couldn’t help but fall for them. The main characters definitely
pulled at my heart, if in very different manners. Boyce's development of both their thoughts and emotions
allows readers to see the innermost workings of the story. The ensuing comedy of errors and
miscommunications had me giggling throughout. The supporting characters were quite charming as well.
They rounded out the story well, giving you a sneak peek at what's to come for this group In the future.

Asawholethiswas afantastic story that | couldn’t put down for a second. This amazing author has done a
phenomenal job on both the time period and the story as awhole.

Please note that | received a complimentary copy of thiswork in exchange for an honest review.
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Sraxe says

Lily. I liked her alot in the first one but she's so unlike what 1'd seen in the first book once chapter one was
over. Rational and level-headed...and insta-love? Um...Lily, girl...what happened?

| wasn't at all afan of Lily or Ethan or their relationship. Part way through | wasjust reading it to get it over
with because there was just so much unnecessary drama. Y es, Ethan had his faults but Lily was being
ridiculous from the beginning (pre- and post- marriage) and | just ended up being sick of both of them. And
Lord...if | have to hear about Ethan going on about her body one more time...just, ugh.

(view spoiler)

TJ says

Enjoyed the story greatly, just couldn't stand the mean, vindictive person Lily (the "heroine") morphed into.
Her behavior towards Ethan was beyond despicable and far beneath the "good" hearted character she was set
up to be.

Micah Persell says

When | first started this book, my husband asked me how | liked it. My response was that the hero was a
terrible man, and | couldn’t wait to see him reformed. | was solidly in the corner of the heroine, Lily. That
was chapter one. In amasterful twist, Elizabeth Boyce had me sympathizing with bad-boy Ethan to the point
| was nearly in tears on amost the very next page. | never expected the character | was going to hate to be
the book’ s heroine. Her fears turned her into afrigid, castigating witch while Ethan was reformed and loving
amost right away. The story morphed into one of awoman who had thought she was independent learning
the true meaning of independence without alienating those she loved. A book | thought | had figured out
from the very beginning turned on me and continued to surprise mein the best ways until the wonderful
Happily Ever After. Boyce' s prose is among some of the best I’ ve read; her figurative language is both
original and breath-taking. She's certainly gained afan for life in me.

Sharonb says

stupid, selfish, spoilt heroine who blamed the hero for her predicament though it was in fact her own fault.
she knew of his reputation but followed him anyway and ignored him when he tried to protect her! then
when they get together it is she who decides she wants a marriage in name only. she says he humiliated her
but she took money from daddy even after their marriage and failed to turn up at adinner at friend without
even an apology so she humiliated him! She didn't seem to know what she wanted! got right on my nerves!
Don't even know why | bothered finishing it.
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Purplelrissays

More 4.5

| loved this. | enjoyed it even more than Once a Duchess. | really enjoyed the urban setting here. It was so
fascinating to read about London at the time -- how people got around, what their houses were like, what
institutions they frequented, how they gambled, what prisons were like... | could really appreciate the amount
of research that went into this book. And | loved the flawed characters, especialy Ethan. | love a series
where each book is better than the |ast!
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