Read and Download Ebook Glimpses of World History...

Adobe

Glimpses of World History

Jawaharlal Nehru

Read Online ©

PDF File: Glimpses of World History...


http://bookspot.club/book/154128.glimpses-of-world-history

Read and Download Ebook Glimpses of World History...

Glimpses of World History

Jawaharlal Nehru

Glimpses of World History Jawaharlal Nehru

On New Year's Day, 1931, Jawaharlal Nehru began a remarkable series of |etters on the history of the world
to his daughter, Indira, then, thirteen years old. Over the next thirty months, Nehru wrote nearly two hundred
lettersin this series, which were later published as Glimpses of World History.

With its panoramic sweep and its gripping narrative flow, all the more remarkable for being written in prison
where Nehru had no recourse to reference books or alibrary, Glimpses of World History coversthe rise and
fall of empires and civilizations from Greece and Rome to Chinaand West Asia; great figures such as
Ashoka and Genghis Khan, Gandhi and Lenin; wars and revolutions, democracies and dictatorships.

Glimpses of World History is abroad coverage of the history of humankind through Nehru's eyes.
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Stuti Gurtoo says

Wonderful book. "Glimpses' is a bit of an understatement though. It's quite exhaustive and very beautifully
explained. There is hardly a page of this enormous book that is dull. The essays bring out Nehru's interest
and understanding of human history, culture, world affairs and social movements. It brings out his idealism,
his love of knowledge, of freedom, of democracy and of lifting the masses out of misery. One can see his
socialist leanings and despise of capitalism rising out of the bad economic situation in the 1930s when the
capitalist countries were struggling with debt, inflation, over-production and unemployment while the
Soviets were beginning to grow under the implementation of the five year plans, their economy relatively
unaffected by the great depression worldwide. In his words, "to compare Soviet Russia with Western Europe
today isto compare ayouth, carrying a heavy burden but full of life and vigor, with an aged person with little
hope or energy left, and going forward not without pride, but inevitably, to the end of his present state." He
begins to equate capitalism with wastage, cutthroat competition, economic imperialism, the concentration of
wealth in afew hands, long hours and squalid working conditions and begins to lean towards a democratic
socialist form of governing.

As Bertrand Russell putsit, "idealism is the offspring of suffering and hope, and therefore reaches its
maximum when a period of misfortune is nearing its visible termination."

To have written these brilliantly well-informed and detailed letters of human history to his daughter while
sitting in prison not knowing how much longer the journey would take and yet retaining his idealism and
hopeis avery commendable and endearing feat.

A must read for every lover of history, political movements, social reform and India - to see where the first
prime minister came from.

Alireza Nourian says
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A couple of years ago, my personal interest in Current Affairs was blooming out of my appreciation and love
for beauty that exists. And the more | ended up trying to understand what it all is, and how, | al'so ended up
with a'why'. This paved the way for me to know and understand what had happened before, to lead to the
now. How the forces of history shaped and moulded the present. To pursue that, this was the book | chose, to
understand the world history, before exposing myself to any other specific histories of any kind.

Jawaharlal Nehru wrote the contents of this book as a set of a hundred and ninety-six letters to his daughter
Indirawhile he was in the Central Prison at Naini, the District Jail at Bareilly, and the District Jail at Dehra
Dun, from January 1, 1931 until August 9, 1933. The letters were then published as a book in two volumesin
the following two years.

Having written to his daughter, who being of thirteen summers at the time, the writing is easy for a youngster
to understand the stuff of the book. The only problem of the book is however, that the retelling of history is
only until 1933. Thereisasmall 20-page Postscript that has been added as an update written on November
14, 1938, which gives the reader a brief synopsis of what happened in the later five years.

Although it isaBIG book (my largest non-fictional reading till date, and | am doubtful that this record might
break :P), the amount of details of the history isstill in brief and is superficial. However it is enough to
cover nearly everything that has largely taken place until 1933.

The book grabs alot of pagesin the following ways:
~28th to 1st Century BCE ~100 pages

~1st to 10th Century CE ~100 pages

~11th to 18th Century CE ~250 pages

the 19th Century ~250 pages

the 20th Century (until 1933) 400+ pages

There are certain areas of history that may not have been covered, as an example barely anything has been
mentioned about the history in Africa. However, it can be justified that not much of recorded history was
available in those times that pertained to that place. And also not to forget that much of the contents of the
book (letters) were written out of the author's good memory.

To conclude, areally good book, for anyone who wants to know most of the world's history. Although a
huge book, it can be afast-read, and easy to understand and follow. Certainly recommended to anyone who
isnew to history. :)

Ahmad Sharabiani says

Glimpses of World History, Jawaharlal Nehru

Glimpses of World History, abook published by Jawaharlal Nehru in 1942, is a panoramic sweep of the
history of humankind. It is acollection of 196 letters on world history written from various prisons in British
India between 1930-1933. The letters were written to his young daughter Indira, and were meant to
introduce her to world history.
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Eman Abdelhamid Kamal says
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Shreya Shreya says

| read this book because one of my best teachers recommended it to me. | must say | enjoyed this book
though | conveniently picked other books and procrastinated it at times. The reason was the book's format
was not very pleasing to the eye.

Nehru does intend to take you through the beginning of time to the then current political scenario of the
world. He does it very briefly and of course leaps from one time to another, one field to another, but by the
end gives you a proper panoramic view of the history and politics of the world that matters.

It was easier for me to read and also comprehend this book for a simple reason that the frame of reference
was Indian or Eastern culture, values or ideas. Being able to see things from this perspective, helped me draw
my own conclusions better.

Also, | found that Nehru isasocialist in nature, meaning his ideologies tend to tilt left. All inall, | say these
glimpses of history that he wrote for his daughter gives an insight to the world in ways that you can have a
timeline in your head and also see the cause factors of various incidents of history and also remember them
to some extent.

However, for people who are already aware of most happenings of history, this book will not really add
much to your knowledge. Now, | have decided to read history books that go deeper than that of the brief
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analysis of Nehru's.

Rooh Ra says
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Farzan says
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Rahul Nath says

| really debated with myself on whether to give this 5 stars. Which is strange, considering | never touch non
fiction. This huge book was a birthday gift from my mom many years back, and all thistimeit lay in the
back of some shelf, collecting dust and turning yellow because | simply could not gather enough interest to
pick it up.

| could not be any happier to be proven wrong when | did get around to reading this though. It was incredible
to know anyway, that this around 1000 page beast is simply a collection of |etters written by Jawaharlal
Nehru to his daughter Indira, within a span of three years while he wasin. In some way, that brought a sense
of awe and admiration before even reading the first page.

Now about the book. Nehru's knowledge, intellect and prose deserve the utmost praise. If only modern
Indian writers could take a page or two out of Nehru's book. Nehru managesto hold your entire attention as
he narrates the history of aimost everything. From the Indus valley civilization to the Egyptians and the
Greeks and Romans and Turks and the Persians and the Chinese, Nehru takes us on ajourney spanning
centuries and millennia and does thisin away far more interesting than any history textbook you could find.
Nowhere does taking in so much information feel laborious or like an unpleasant chore, since Nehru always
remembers that his young daughter is reading this letter and is always careful to tell it like any father telling
astory to his child. Alongside this sea of information, he offers his own opinions and insights on various
world events and personalities. Nehru's analysis is impeccabl e and this book makes us know about him
amost as much as he makes us know about world history. If you are interested to read and learn more about
Indiasfirst Prime Minister, | would strongly suggest reading this book instead of reading a biography.

I am deducting one star only because it didn't evoke the emotions in me that awell written fiction does, but
don't let that deter you. Thisisavery very impressive book and deservesto be read and appreciated.

4.0 stars. Recommended.

J. Watson (aka umberto) says

Coming to recall my remote acquaintance many years ago with itsfamein a Thai article on this outstanding
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“Glimpses of World History” written in captivity due to his struggle for freedom from British colonial rule, |
have since longed to read it in the original. Early in March last year, | was delighted to see it on display at the
DASA BookCafe in Bangkok, that’s the end of my longish search in various bookstores. Classified as ‘ Non-
fiction/History’ at the back cover, the book itself with its three-line addendum after itstitle: BEING
FURTHER LETTERS TO HISDAUGHTER, WRITTEN IN PRISON, AND CONTAINING A
RAMBLING ACCOUNT OF HISTORY FOR YOUNG PEOPLE would be impressive to its readers from its
196 letters; therefore, it was definitely hislabour of love to his daughter named Indira Gandhi by one of the
most renowned prime ministers of Indiafor seventeen years.

| later found its Thai trandlation but there' re extracted incomplete letters so | didn’t read it but kept searching
for this one. Apart from reading formidable Arnold Toynbee and other recent historians, those keen on
reading an overview of world history would find this a remarkable book worth spending one' s time to read
as affirmed asfollows, “Visionary and idealist, scholar and statesman of international stature, Nehru was
also an outstanding writer.” (p. i) Thus, its readability and authority have long been observed since his
writings primarily for his thirteen-year-old daughter and obviously for ‘young people’ welcome adult readers
aswell.
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