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(Editor)
Key second-temple texts with introductions and notes by an international team of scholars--now available in
affordable softcover bindings.

The writers of the Bible lived in a world filled with many writings. Some of these documents are lost forever,
but many have been preserved. Part of these extant sources are the Pseudepigrapha. This collection of Jewish
and Christian writings shed light on early Judaism and Christianity and their doctrines.

This landmark set includes all 65 Pseudepigraphical documents from the intertestamental period that reveal
the ongoing development of Judaism and the roots from which the Christian religion took its beliefs. A
scholarly authority on each text contributes a translation, introduction, and critical notes for each text.
Volume 2 includes expansions of the "Old Testament" legends, wisdom, and philosophical literature;
prayers, psalms, and odes; and fragments of lost Judeo-Hellenistic Works.

Contributors include E. Isaac, B.M. Metzger, J.R. Mueller, S.E. Robinson, D.J. Harrington, G.T. Zervos, and
many others.

Of enormous value to scholars and students, religious professionals and interested laypeople.

Part of Anchor Yale Reference Library.
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Ethan says

The defining resource for Old Testament pseudepigrapha.

The first volume contains apocalypses and testaments, featuring prominent works like 1 Enoch and the
Testaments of the Twelve Patriarchs as well as lesser known texts.

Each text is translated into modern English and prefaced with an introduction explaining what is known
about the text's origin, likely location, relation to the OT/NT/pseudepigrapha, etc. The introductions are of
the highest quality and facilitate understanding.

The only challenge is the uneven nature of the work since it is collaborative: some texts are full of
explanatory notes, others have very few indeed.

Nevertheless, if you have any interest in pseudepigraphal literature, this is a must have and must read
resource.

Theron says

Phew! That was a big collection! Wonderful, exciting (not all the times) stuff. I will re-read this often, I
imagine to better understand the milieu of the New Testament.

Fr. Ted says

This is a reference book with a collection of mostly Jewish literature from about 300BC to 100AD. It is
important literature in that it helps us understand Christianity in the greater context of Judaism from this time
period. Many post-apostolic writers and Patristic writers were informed by and influenced by this literature.
For me this literature makes Christianity seem much more main stream Jewish in its thinking. Judaism of this
time period is a river made up of many streams of thought, of which Christianity is one. Christianity is
however much closer to core Judaism than to fringe Judaism.


