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Ever wonder what Nero did before he began fiddling about in Rome, or wanted the bare facts about L ady
Godiva? Maybe you've found the story of Lucrezia Borgiaa bitter pill to swallow, or wanted the straight
skinny on corpulent King Henry the Eighth, but you haven't the stomach for stuffy history books. Now these
and twenty-two more of history's most famous personages are brought brilliantly to life, in this collection of
unfailingly accurate yet undeniably hilarious biographies. Y ou'll laugh while you learn about the very real
people behind the legendary names, including why Montezuma was so vengeful, and why Catherine was so
Great. You'll even finally lay to rest the rumor that Charlemagne was called "Chuck” by hisfriends.
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Alessia Scurati says

Mi sono ritrovata aleggere questo libro dopo uno speed date | etterario (si, esistono speed date | etterari, sono
bellissmi per me meno per quelli delle case editrici che mando regolarmente in crisi, tral’ altro quel giorno
non ascoltavo molto perché ero presa da morire dal Circolo Fililogico milanese perché sono anche una patita
di Instagram - senza gatti, né cibo, né selfie... come ho fatto?).

Comunque: € la storia vera che sembranon vera di alcuni noti personaggi storici in poche pagine.

Will Cuppy faridere. Non solo: ne sa un sacco delle cose che scrive. Tanto che (riassumo da postfazione) gli
storici non ebbero nulladaridire quando usci la raccolta perché la documentazione era davvero flawless,
senza difetti.

lo di difetti netrovo 2 nellanarrazione: 1 schemache un po’ si ripete; 2 le note onnipresenti che sono una
cosa che spezzail ritmo e cheio aborro anche nelle tesi e nei saggi ein Carlo Emilio Gadda - pero, ammetto
chelo spirito storico-divulgativo dell’ opera di Cuppy necessitadi note.

Allafine vale 4 stelle, anche perché questo tizio mi ricordain modo allarmante me, sotto certi aspetti (Will,
ti sarebbe piaciuto un sacco il circolo filologico, e anche Instagram, fidati).

Arman says
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Najme Ghanbari says
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Claire says

If | was a history teacher, this would be my textbook. It's the kind of book that you can't read by yourself
because all you want to do is read the funny parts out loud to people. It istotal comedy genius, plusit'sa
brilliant history book. The best part of the whole book is the chapter on Hannibal, and about his journey over
the Alps via elephant caravan, which is pretty much the most ridiculous way you could think of to cross the
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Alps, and how every time Hannibal wrote home to Carthage to send more el ephants, the people of Carthage
would respond, did he think they were made of el ephants and what had he done with the el ephants they sent
before. That line made me CRY laughing thefirst time | read it.

Farnoosh Farahbakht says
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Maria Bustillos says

If only this hilariously droll send-up of historical figures were used as a middle-school textbook, every kid
would adore history and go on to become a genius. Cuppy worked on this book for sixteen years; the history
in it is meticulously researched, though his treatment of it is far from stuffy. This book was published
posthumously in 1950, so you'd think the humor would be dated. Not so. It holds up spectacularly well.
"Egypt has been called the Gift of the Nile," he begins. "Once every year the river overflows its banks,
depositing alayer of rich alluvial soil on the parched ground. Then it recedes and soon the whole
countryside, as far as the eye can reach, is covered with Egyptologists.”

M eaghan says

Of course I'd read bits of this before, but did not read the full book until now (January 2008). It was
beautifully done. The biographical sketches were full of fascinating and fully accurate facts, and they were
hilariousin away that would appeal to people of all ages. Thisbook is wonderful way to get people
interested in history. | would recommend it for high schools and colleges.

Ahmad Sharabiani says

The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody: Great Figures of History Hilariously Humbled, Will Cuppy
William Jacob "Will" Cuppy (August 23, 1884 — September 19, 1949) was an American humorist and
literary critic, known for his satirical books about nature and historical figures.
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Mohammad Ali says
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Ali Arabzadeh says
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Amir Mojiry says
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Mohammad Mirzaali says
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Masood says
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L abij ose says

Una forma més que entretenida de leer anécdotas y datos curiosos de la historia. Recomendable a estudiantes
y curiosos del tema.

Zeinab says

Judas says

| learned that if you dont want to synthesize thousands of pages of biographies of famous historical people,
you get al the juicy tidbits from reading this book / Personality quirks, habits, favorite foods, and salacious
stories are in every page

Will Cuppy has areally funny sense of humor, and his footnotes and asides are as funny to mein 2007 as
they were to readers in the 1950, when the book was written

Thisbook isafamily tradition, | got it from my brother, who got it from our dad.

VivalaLibra

Mohammad says
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Veeral says

Will Cuppy wrote 'The Decline and Fall of Practically Everybody' on and off for 16 years. At the time of his
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death (suicide), it was till incomplete. Ailing and suffering from depression, Cuppy committed suicide after
he was facing eviction from his apartment.

Basically ajournalist and book reviewer who wrote more than 4000 book reviews in his 23 year career, his
popularity reached its zenith when this book was published (by sifting through more than 15000 note cards,
Cuppy's friend, Fred Feldkamp completed Decline and Fall), after one year of his passing (his tragic end
does remind one of John Kennedy Toole).

| am not saying all thisto make you feel melancholy, but if | did (and | am sure | did), there is no better cure
than to read this book. The book isreally hilarious, concise, and accurate (arare combination). And Cuppy
never opts for below-the-belt humor (only lesser humorists do that).

But in case you're till feeling a bit sad, here's some uplifting tidbit.

The reclusive bachel or whose best work got published posthumously (which he never completed, and so
must have concluded before dying that it never would), got an asteroid named after himself by the IAU,
15017 Cuppy ... in 2003.

This still didn't lift the gloom, did it?

Well then you should go and read this book already.

Rest in peace, Mr. Cuppy.

Foad says
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