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Ambrose says

I have read and re-read this book. It never fails to stimulate my heart and mind. I first read it many years ago.
As the years went on I realized that having only read some of the Bible had limited my experience with the
Divine Principle greatly. Over time I read the Bible through many times and memorized much of it. As I did
so, it continually reminded me of the Divine Principle. Factually, nearly any scriptural reading from Jewish,
Buddhist, and other writings remind me of some passage or idea in Divine Principle.
Reading from the various world religions (mostly from the Bible) I find that my Divine Principle reading is
Incredibly Enhanced. Of course, reading Divine Principle has increased my delight in these other writings as
well.

Curtis says

This is the 1996 translation of the Divine Principle from Korean. This is indispensible for serious students of
the new religious movements in general and the Unification Church in particular. Modern readers, who are
used to having everything spelled out in detail, may be challenged by the Divine Principle. Taken
superficially, it may not seem like much, but if you take the time and make the effort you will find incredible
depth. The basic concepts are explained, but the application of these concepts is left for the reader to
discover.

To get the most out of the Divine Principle it should be studied side by side with the Bible. The author
assumes that the reader has a solid foundation of Bible knowledge. It is especially valuable to read the Bible
verses in context when they are reference in the Divine Principle text or as footnotes. Here is an example
from Chapter 4 of Divine Principle.

We can infer this from Jesus' own teaching to his disciples, "You, therefore, must be perfect as your
heavenly Father is perfect." (Matt. 5:48) According to the Principle of Creation, a person who has realized
the purpose of creation does not commit sin, because he is in full harmony with God and possesses a divine
nature. With respect to the purpose of creation, such a person is perfect as Heavenly Father is perfect. -
Chapter 4 The Messiah: His Advent and the Purpose of His Coming.

To understand this reference to human perfection in the Divine Principle we have to read Matt 5:48 in
context.

5:43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor[a] and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love
your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. He
causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you
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love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you
greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect. Matt. 5:43-48 (NIV)

This makes it clear that perfection as taught in Divine Principle is the perfection of love. Our love must be
unconditional like God's love. In a larger context, this key point is crucial to understanding the Unification
Movement and its central focus on achieving world peace through loving and reconciling with historical
enemies.

Other resources may also be used, such as The Master Plan by Kevin McCarthy or Essentials of Unification
Thought.

Andrea Valgoi says

Il libro più importante della mia vita

Cheryl Roth says

A must read if you care about God, your life's purpose or the state of the world. It is not an easy read
however, delving into deep topics such as the nature of God and the Universe, the purpose of life, the
relationship between the spiritual world and the physical world, the cause of evil, how God has worked
through human history to create a path toward peace and restoration of God's original ideal.

This is a book that you could read over and over your whole life and gain deeper understanding each time. It
is a book that can transform the way one sees life and the way one lives life on a daily basis. The book is
outlined so that each chapter builds upon the understanding gained in the previous. Chapters should not be
taken out of context or order otherwise it limits the ability to fully understand.

It was written specifically for a Christian audience but the basic principles have a much wider application.
There are many other books containing the speeches, writings and principles taught by Sun Myung Moon
that clarify and broaden one's understanding of the Unification Principles. Without a full and in depth
understanding the Divine Principle can be misunderstood. Without an open and prayerful mind it surely will
be misunderstood.

I must also caution that this book is one of several translations. There are some points where it differs from
the original hand written book, however most of it is accurate.


