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Jodi says

There were too many degrading comments about girls, and I found it ironic that one minute the soldiers were
telling each other how 'easy' foreign girls were and how they were all looking forward to seeing if that were
true, and the next minute they were praying, and hoping they'd make it home to their girlfriends so they
could marry them. No doubt this was common; I just don't find it appropriate and feel it was unnecessary for
the story and the history. There was also crude language and misuse of God's name.

While the historical parts were interesting, sad, and informative, there was too much junk throughout the
narrative for me to hand this to my kid. Maybe, MAYBE it would work as a read-aloud if the sections that
need skipping are marked ahead of time... but I don't really feel like bothering. I'm sure there must be better
books out there on this subject that do promote honor, purity, and courage. THOSE are the ideas I want my
son to be taking in and mulling over.

Joey S. says

I was a great war book. I like to learn about WW2 so if you do too you should check it out. Even if you don't
like it you should still check it out because it has a great plot.

Nate says

The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins is a historical fiction book about soldier about to enter World War II.
His name is Scott Pendleton Collins and he is waiting in England until he gets his chance to enter the World
War.

Scott is very eager to enter the war. He does not know what he is getting himself into. On the night of June
5th, 1944 Scott is on a boat headed towards the beach in Normandy, France. Once he and his unit arrive on
the beach he sees that the task ahead of him is terrifying and not at all what he pictured it as. Men are getting
killed and wounded all around him. Scott later is separated from his unit and can do nothing else but follow
orders if he wishes to survive. He has to travel through France and has to live with the terrible feeling that he
may run into a German soldier any second.

This book really changed the way I thought about war. The author, Walter Dean Myers, used great
descriptions and made me feel as if I was following Scott throughout the novel. The book kept me on the
edge the entire time. It was exciting and I would recommend it to anyone in the Junior High.

214 words
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Kayla says

This was a good book.
It is sad to hear what those guys went through over there.

Leonard Sapitanan says

Do you really want to hear what happen at the beaches of Normandy? Have you ever heard about those who
were mentally scared and was put in mental hospital?

This is the journal from corporal Scott Pendleton Collins. Corporal Collins wrote his journals to express his
feeling, since he was far away from his home comfort and has never seen war close up front, he always
wrote how he fear overruled him and how death always made him suffer. As he goes through out the war
with his buddies, he gains and loses friends. Further more, he learns to make his own decision, become
stronger, and face his own fear.

Scott Pendleton Collins followed his family generation footstep with joining the US Army before WW2. He
died back in '92 and was a WW2 veteran that described descriptively on how the outlook of war came from
his point of view. He mentions in his journal how he suffered with losing friends, almost losing his own life,
sacrifices that he had to make that would affect him and other around him.

The "Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins" was written by the author Walter Dean Myers. Myers himself was
also in the army but not during WW2. Myers served in the army for a couple of years, during those years, he
served in Vietnam writing news and stories. He later got out and became an Author writing to those about
the outlook of war. 2 year after Collins death, he received an MAE award for best books.

To my opinion, I enjoyed reading this fascinating journal. I am just amazed how war can change these
people especially Collins. I am such a huge fan of war-action based stories and reading these stories from
true heroes made me realize that these people are very lucky to live.

Dalton says

I thought The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins was a very good book. It did talk about some blood and
gore though. It took place during World War 2 when American troops stormed the beaches of Normandy in
Germany and how the little battles they fought while there helped them free the Jewish people from
concentration camps. The American soldiers had to overcome many things like not seeing their families and
their friends dying around them. I recommend this book if you are into wars and blood. Overall I rated this
book a 5 because there was always another action packed scene waiting ahead.

Sonny Moretta says

I Thought that this was an amazing book. It gave me so much insight on what and average G.I. had to got
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through during the European campaign in world war 2. The diary is very detailed and I could understand
everything. The book also makes you feel like you are there.

The Book Begins as Scoot is in England, and there are rumors swirling about what is about to happen. Some
rumors say that there is going to be a big invasion coming. And some say that the war is almost over. But
Eventually he gets shipped out and his unit is assigned to omahma beach. Disaster strikes. Most of his unit is
killed or missing and he is separated from everyone else. He finally gets assigned to another unit and then the
campaign begins. He tells about what they encounter during the campaign and what they have to go through.
The sight of dead bodes, the smell of gunpowder and dead animals. It makes you feel like you are right there.
Eventually when the war is almost over he is shot in the leg by a sniper and is shipped home. Never to return
again. He stays in a hospital recovering till the war is over.

I would recommend this book to anyone who is looking for a book about war that will keep you occupied for
a long time to come. It is very accurate and when you start reading it you cant put the book down ever again.

Taylor says

The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins, a fiction book wrote by Walter D. Myers, takes place along
Normandy though the deadliest beaches of Omaha Beach though the bloodiest war of St. Lo. This book is
full of invasions,battle plans,campaigns, and tragec deafs.

"The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins, A World War II Soldier, Normandy, France, 1944" I strongly
recomend this World War II book nd you will too.

Catherine says

This is a fast read but an amazing story. Tate, my 13 year old, read it after I did and wouldn't put it down.
The author truly brought it all to life as if you were there with the soldiers. We visited Normandy 4 years
ago, and we are so appreciative of all the sacrifices of so many! I am a big fan of the Dear America series.
They are especially good for the tweeners and teens.

Catherine says

I think this was one of the more "realistic" fictional diaries I've read. To explain, it very much read like a 17
year old kid's diary, especially a 17 year old kid who became a man overnight due to the horrific things he
witnessed and had to do. Often times fictional diaries have conversations written out and each event
explained down to the smallest of details. Essentially, they're regular fiction maybe with a few more thoughts
written down. While a WWII soldier probably wouldn't have been allowed to keep a diary (not that Scotty
had permission), especially around D-Day, I still very much enjoyed this book.

Anyway, getting past that point, reading this book was a startling look at the Invasion of Normandy from the
point of view of a kid who had no idea what he was getting into. It was very honest, from what I could tell,
about what happened (and it was even a bit more gory than I expected). I found myself frantically reading,
wanting to get to the end to read the epilogue to see if Scotty survived the war or not. It didn't have as much
an overarching plot as other books in the America Diaries series (this is the only one I've read from My
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Name is America), as often times books in the Royal Diaries or Dear America books involve friendships and
relationships and Scotty tries to avoid getting too close to his comrades (not that it works all the time)
because he knows how easily a man can die in war.

Instead, it's more about the Invasion and what the American troops did during that time in France. In the end,
I really enjoyed it.

Brooke says

The more I read about Scott, the more I love him. He and Bobby Joe warm my heart and make me giggle.

Adam says

rhis book is a good book for everyone. I like how you get to learn about world war 2 as the more you read

Jakob S says

https://www.goodreads.com/review/show...
My Name Is America: The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins by Walter Dean Myers is awesome. I read this
book because I would like to learn more about WWII. The author, Walter Dean Myers, was born just before
WWII started in 1937 and joined the army when he was 17. The book contains a lot of information about the
war and how the Americans fought their way through the second world war. Scott Pendleton was one of a
million of soldiers who fought in the war. Scott fought his way through gunfire to bombing runs in this
journal. Scott saw so much during the war and most of it was death. Scott Pendleton put his life on the line
so that the Allied Forces could defeat the Axis powers of Germany. What I liked most was how descriptive
each battle was, the details made it very realistic. There really wasn’t anything I didn’t like about this book.
Before reading this book, I never realized how many people died in World War II. If I could ask the author
any question, I would ask him if he had any regrets about serving in the army. I think because he wrote this
book about WWII, he wouldn’t have regrets about serving in the military. I truly recommend this book to
anyone who wants to know what it was like in WWII in 1939.

Alex (not a dude) Baugh says

On June 6th of this past week, we marked the 68th anniversary of D-Day, the day the British, Canadian and
American troops stormed the beaches of Normandy, France and turned the tide of World War II for the
Allied forces.

This week on June 6th, I was sitting in the Children's Book and Author Breakfast at the BEA and listening to
a short speech by Walter Dean Myers. Myers is at the moment serving as the National Ambassador for
Young People's Literature, and not surprisingly, he is also the author of more than a few children's and YA
books. Myers work cover a wide variety of topical themes, tough topics such as war, murder, drugs, juvy jail.
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But Myers has also written some wonderful historical fiction for teens, like The Glory Field, the 250 year
history of an African American family from the first ancestor forcibly brought to this country in 1753 to their
lives in the 1990s.

Among Myers's other historical fiction is a short novel about the D-Day landings told through the eyes of a
17 year old boy, Scott Pendleton Collins, who enlists in the army, hoping to emulate the bravery of his great
grandfather and father.who fought in the Civil War and World War I respectively. Their pictures hang in the
Collins living room because they are considered war heroes by the family. And it is Scott's hope that
someday his picture will hang with theirs.

No one was supposed to write anything about what was going on in a war in case they were captured and had
written some vital information down that could be of use to the enemy. And Scott knows this, but he begins
to write about his experiences anyway. And so we get a privileged look at his life at this pivotal moment in
time, beginning in England and the monotony of training day after day while waiting for weather conditions
to be perfect for a successful landing at Normandy Beach. The idea is to first take the beach back from the
German army and that to quickly push the enemy further back until France is liberated. But finally the
weather is good and the trip across the English Channel begins. It sounds so easy in theory, but when the
chaplain prays for the souls of those who won't make it, war becomes a sobering reality. Scott begins to
realize this and just before they reach France, he writes in his diary: "We know we're going to be fighting
and some guys are going to get wounded or even killed. This is what war is all about. I am a little scared
myself."

And scared for good reason - the invasion is not anything like Scott could have imagined. Knowing people
would get killed was nothing compared to the reality of what happes in the water and on the beach. Yet,
Scott manages to survive and keep going. As he moves forward, he gets separated from his outfit and has a
few close calls trying to make his way back to them. But heavy loses keep forcing the army to reform the
men into different outfits and companies and he finds himself in different units until he finally finds what is
left of outfit his again.

More and more, Scott experiences the loss of old friends he grew up with in Virginia and new friends he
made since joining up. This is perhaps the hardest part of the D-Day battle for him, prompting him to
poignantly write in his diary "we had come over here as an outfit of neighbors. Now there were spaces in our
minds where friends used to be."

Of all the books I could have chosen for D-Day, I thought this was the best one. I had two reasons for
choosing it: 1- it shows, without the glorifying graphic detailed gore depicting the horrible realities of war
which are always good to remember in the hope that we can avoid future wars, and 2- it reminds us that
when we do remember battles like D-Day, it is the soldiers we honor and not the war.

I think Scott is a good example of a brave boy who didn't fully understand war and his diary was his way of
trying to come to terms with it, as much as that is possible. Myers has created an excellent work of coming of
age historical fiction, so real feeling there is even an epilogue telling the reader about the lives of certain
characters after the war. In fact, Scott's diary is so realistic that once I even went to the copyright page to
double check that it was indeed fiction. In the short span of three months, we can watch Scott's coming of
age process, from being the kid they called Smoothie because he didn't even shave yet to becoming a
seasoned war hero who definitely deserves to have his picture hanging next to his great grandfather and
father.

The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins is the kind of book that ends up on summer reading lists and I hope
that some kids actually do read it this summer, as well as perhps some of the other fine books by Walter
Dean Myers.
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This book is recommended for readers age 9-12.
This book was purchased for my personal library.

The edition shown is the same one I read, but Goodreads makes it very difficult to add a photo once someone
adds a different editon without one, for reasons only known to Goodreads.

Jenny Clark says

This was a really well written entry in the series. So far, the war time ones I have felt are the best,
specifically this one and the Vietnam one. The civil war ones were good too, but not quite the same caliber.
Myers made me feel the fear of Scotty and his friends, as well the over all horror of war. He did all this
without going into gruesome detail, but there are some parts I would hesitate to let a younger reader go
alone. I would say 13+ should be fine alone, any younger read together or hold off.
Never forget our veterans.


