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Lumpy may be hefty with a misshapen mouth, but he' s funny and the most loyal friend Wheezy could ask
for. When she meets Unwanted, she casts awish for people to be able to see her best friend like she does.
Her wish nearly kills him.
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SA. Larsen says

A sweet coming of age tale of trying to find one's place in the world and within relationships. It's full of fun,
youthful energy.

What sets this story series apart from other shorter fantasy reads in the middle grade category is the structure
of the story. These children are word weavers, meaning they often challenge each other through every day
events by communicating in poetic rhyming. Initialy, | thought it might become too much or take away from
the main theme of the story but it didn't. In fact it did the opposite by showing character quirks, beliefs, and
reactions - inner emotions. | think kids this age will really gravitate to it. It makes them think.

The story has wonderful characters such a Eloise aka Wheezy, who sneezesin threes. She has a great attitude
of being strong and sure of herself - on the outside, anyway. As events unfold, the reader |earns there's more
to Wheezy on the inside then she shows on the outside. Then there's her BFF Lumpy, who's always been the
plump, smart boy on the block. He's practically a master at word weaving, always making it a playful game.
A little competition between good friends sounds fitting and intriguing to readers of this age. | absolutely
LOVE this concept.

As all good stories do, this one has roadbl ocks the main character must overcome. Through one dangerous
wish that could have a grave outcome, Wheezy takes the reader on ajourney of changing friendships as kids
move from the elementary mindset and physical body to moments of awkward adol escence. How does he
feel? How do | act? Will they still like me? There's even abully to give the tale a deeper MG fedl, athough
it'sdonein anew, fresh way.

By story's end, the true meaning of friendship shines through in a delicate and very sincere way. It'sa
wonderful teaching tool for kids this age. I'd recommend reading together, especially with 10-11 year olds.
(Psst...if you're wondering if that little blue dude on the cover is Lump, it's not. You'll have to read to find
out who heis.)

Firedily says

The main characters are two kids, Wheezy and Lumpy. They aren't popular and they are often teased by the
other kids. However, they are the best of friendswho only see the best in each other. When Wheezy has the
chance to have awish granted, she wishes that everybody would see Lumpy the way she does.
Unfortunately, like most wishes, things don't turn out the way Wheezy had hoped.

while the story isagood one, | didn't always enjoy the writing style. It often felt stilted to me and didn't flow
well. One great feature of the writing isthat it will introduce most kids to quite afew new vocabulary words.

Overall apretty good book for kids.

| received afree copy in exchange for an honest review. All opinions are my own.
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Penelope Cole says

Today I'm reviewing Another Weaver Tale, "The Lumpy Duckling,” by Kai Strand, third in her series. |
must say that | love it as much or maybe more than the other two, which I’ ve also reviewed. The first book,
"The Weaver," sets up the story of the Tales, avillage of Word Weavers. Then "The Wishing Well" isthe
next story about these quirky wordsmiths. Thisis such a great concept for a series. It showcases the author’s
use of different writing styles, humor, and an endless cast of special characters. In "The Lumpy Duckling,"
we meet new characters with an exciting action scene plus a friendship that may grow into something more.

The main character is Eloise Talemaker, a skinny seventh grade girl with frizzy hair. Her nicknameis
Wheezy, because of her sneezing in threes. Her best friend is Lumpy, an overweight boy of thirteen, with his
mouth lumpy with canker sores. They make an odd couple, but they appreciate each other and enjoy just
hanging out together. They’re often teased by the popular kids, but true friends that they are, they rise above
it.

One day Wheezy meets the gnome-elf, Unwanted, and makes awish that others would see her friend Lumpy
for the great person heis. This setsin motion a nerve-shattering and fearful scene that changes both their
lives. Wheezy amost loses Lumpy twice—first from the accident, and then from how he changes as he
heals.

Thisisawonderful story of loyalty and friendship. It also shows how one’s fears and insecurities sometimes
sabotage the good things we have in our lives. Like Wheezy, we have to learn to trust, to accept change, to
be patient and understanding, and to try not to jump to conclusions. The end is most satisfying, but it’san
exciting, nerve-wracking ride to get there. "The Lumpy Duckling” is wholeheartedly recommended for
middle grade readers.

Karen Bainbridge says

The Lumpy Duckling by Kai Strand

The story of two children Eloise 'Wheezy' Talemaker and Lawrence 'Lumpy’ Nightingale who are picked on
by other children at school. Wheezy because of her asthma and Lumpy because he's fat and has shapel ess
lumpy lips.

One day while Eloise 'Wheezy' is having a particularly bad day sneezing 3 times at the slightest bit of dust
that touches her nose and having the others pull her hair and making fun of her. On her way home near Mr
Hollerhead's farm, Eloise "Wheezy' runs into UNWANTED a gnome-elf who could be evil? athough he says
not! HE offers to make her wishes come true now she has felt his shocking bolts and wonders if she can trust
him?! She decides to do so and wishes for Lumpy to not be made fun of at school by the other children.

One afternoon Eloise 'Wheezy' and Lawrence, who is Lumpy to her to but affectionately and they are
walking up to the Gazing Pool to find tadpoles and stop for ameal and rest looking up at the clouds picking
out dragons and such, when Lumpy reaches down to hold Eloise's hand but she does not hold his and runs
off higher and higher towards the Gazing Pool but she cannot catch him! By the time she getsthereiitis
nearly too late he has fallen into the water and is face down in the water. Oh no, Eloise tries to catch hold of
him in the slow water but just when she thinks she has him, he is caught up in the flow of the water! She has
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to catch and hold on to him before he gets dragged over the fallsin the faster moving water, Will Eloise
manage to do it?

Or will aworst disaster happen?

Wheezy's Wish nearly kills Lumpy but you will have to read the story to find out what happens to Lumpy
and Wheezy!

4 starsfor this story that will make tweens love the book... as |1 did!

Mymcbooks says

My Review: Eloise and Lumpy are good friends who are made fun of by the other kids. Eloise, or Wheezy as
the kids called her wander off the road into the trees on the Hollerhead property to avoid being a spectacle.
She jumped when she heard an unexpected voice. Then she saw asmall blue creature who stepped into the
sunshine. She screamed and told the creature to stand where he was. He introduced himself as Unwanted and
famous. Hetold her that he can grant wishes. He said to her, just one wish in exchange for the bottle of
chocolate milk. If she could make one wish what would it be? She would make that wish for her fat friend
who was always eating candy. So she wished people would see Lawrence Nightingale like she does. So
Unwanted granted her wish.

It turns out her wish didn't quite go the way she expected. While they were out, Lumpy amost die, when he
fell head first into the frigid water. He was taken to Paris as the hospital there has better equipment to handle
his type of injury. Wheezy felt guilty and wonder if he would return. Would she be able to amend their
friendships?

This book is very educational, we have to be grateful for what we have and who we are. We are not God, so
we should be careful not to judge the physical appearance of others. And be careful what you wish for.

FTC Disclosure: | received areview copy of this book from the author in exchange for afair and honest
review. | was not monetarily compensated for my opinion in any way.

Beverly McClure says

Friendship is an important part of our lives. Why do we like one person and another person not so much?
What do we look for in afriend? Their physical appearance? Their sense of humor? Their intelligence? Can
we be friends with someone if we have nothing in common?

In Award Winning Author Kai Strand’slatest MG novel, THE LUMPY DUCKLING: Another Weaver Tale,
Eloise Talemaker, AKA Wheezy, worries about her friendship with her best friend, Lawrence Nightingale,
AKA Lumpy, since they seem to have nothing in common. She knows what she likes about him but is
amazed that he finds beauty in her freckles and wild red hair. Then one day, Wheezy meets a gnome-elf
named Unwanted (one of my favorite characters from the other Weaver Tale stories), who grants her one
wish and you know the old saying “be careful what you wish for.” Well, Wheezy soon regrets what she
wished for and blames herself for.... That'sal I'm saying because | don’t want to give anything away.
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Author Kai Strand’ s characters make you either love them or hope they get what they deserve. Yes, there are
the kids that tease and ignore the unpopular kids like Wheezy and Lumpy. Then there’s Lumpy. | have to say
he's my favorite character, but | won’t say why so you can see for yourself.

THE LUMPY DUCKLING: Another Weaver Taeis astory of friendship and looking inside a person for the
beauty that’ s there, rather than an outward beauty. It is a story of beginning teen love and promise. The
stories the characters tell throughout the novel are fun and tell alot about that character. And the letters
between Wheezy and Lumpy will touch your heart. This novel would make a delightful story for school
libraries and classrooms where the students could discuss what makes a good friend.

HHH#

Kathy says

Cute
Middle grade

Clean

Mary Waibel says

When Wheezy makes awish for everyone to see her friend the way she does, it doesn't turn out quite the way
she expected. Not only does Lumpy almost die, but he goes away for along time, and when he returns, he's
not the same Lumpy as when he left. Can their friendship survive?

Kai Strand explores friendship, perception, and the consequences of wishesin this fast-paced read.

Kathryn Svendsen says

The Lumpy Duckling was a wonderful fairy tale about two friends. One friend Lawrence, nicknamed Lumpy
because of his misshapen mouth from the candies he’ s constantly eating and Eloise, nicknamed Wheezy
because of all her sneezing were constant companions. While others made fun of Lumpy, Wheezy could see
his true nature.

Wheezy is very bothered by the way the others treat Lumpy, so when she is afforded an opportunity to be
granted a single wish, she wishes that others would see Lumpy the way that she sees him. Her wish leads to
very unexpected consequences.

| liked the themes of loyalty and friendship in the story. This story reminds us to look beyond the exterior of
aperson to their personality and not just their looks. That's alesson we all need reminding of.

| loved the way this story tells us that we' d better be careful what we wish for. While we might get what we
want, the way we might get it might be awhole lot more painful than we might expect.
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Thiswas agreat updated retelling of an old fairy tale. It was clean, fun and will hold the interest of the
readers. | gave The Lumpy Duckling 5 stars out of 5.

Thank you to the publishers for providing a copy of the book in exchange for afair and honest book review.
A positive opinion was not required. All thoughts are my own.

This review was published on my blog Shelf Full of Books http://kathrynsshel ffull of books.blogs...
http://kathrynsshelffull of books.blogs...

M eghan says

My Thoughts:

When | read the book description | immediately wanted to read it, let alone review it! It sounded fantastic.
Then | got the pdf and | got a bit concerned because | was not afan of the cover....at al. Now several things
cameto mind..was | really judging abook by its cover & could this actualy play into areal world lesson
from this book about outside looks?

Well yesit could and did because this book is fantastic. | know it is set for middle school to YA readers, but
| was completely enthralled with the characters, story line and emotions of the book. | was laughing at some
parts, relating to and being sad at other parts on how kids treat each other, groaning over some of the
mishaps that Lumpy and Wheezy got into, and enjoying the end, though | wanted more of the story to keep
reading to see what happened next!! (there are other books in the The Tales!)

Thisisaquick read and has a depth to the characters and storyline that | do not typically seein achildren or
Y A book. | remember starting the book one night before bed thinking | would read for a few minutes....well
the next thing | remember | was finishing the book and thinking but wait what happens with them next!! |
went to put my Ipad down, saw the time and was like ooppsie! After reading it, and even now afew days
later, | am still thinking of this story between friends, the town, the wish giving little creature and wondering
what other wonderful stories and adventures are taking placein The Tales.

Full review @ www.meghanvarner.blogspot.com

Heather Green says

Thisis acute clean story about friendship and loving people for who they are on the inside regardless of how
they look on the outside. | think 10-12year old s would enjoy it, but I'm not sure how many kids would
actually pick it up because the cover isn't the greatest.l do like the title. It clued me in on what the book
would be about. | was a little confused with the setting because some parts of the book seemed really
1800/1900ish time period while other times it seemed modern day.| also didn't understand about the story
weaver talent. Maybe this book is one of many in a series and the story weaving is explained in a previous
book? I'm not sure. Anyway,this was a fun read. What would you wish for if you could have any wish?|
received this book in exchange for an honest review.

Andi says
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The Lumpy Duckling by Kai Strand is cute and simple, yet it has a unique twist on the ugly duckling story.
The main characters Wheezy and Lumpy have easy to like, quirky personalities. | also found that | could
relate to them without difficulty because | was shy and awkward as a child too, so | quickly got pulled into
their lives. | would recommend this story and will be sharing this with my kids soon.

Sharon Absher says

| was given this book for free to do a honest review. Thisis abook about Eloise who makes awish for her
best friend Lumpy who is afat kid with sores on his lips. When Lumpy comes back changed Eloise who
everyone calls Wheezy thinks she has lost her best friend. This book will teach kids of all ages that
sometimes what you wish for can happen in abig way and what you see may not always be the truth. That
some people may change on the outside but they are till the same on the inside and that your actions can
hurt someone that you really carefor. | also loved how this book rhymed alot asit will keep kids more
entertained. A really good book to read for all ages.

Jessica says

| received this book from the author in exchange for an honest review. This in no way influenced my review.

Thisis an amazing middle grade story about a girl and her best friend and a wish that she wishes she never
made. A few tears were shed (of both joy and sadness) while | was reading this story, but | am so glad that |
read it. This story reminds you what isimportant in life: friendships. Beautifully written, The Lumpy
Duckling teaches you lessons that anyone no matter what age needs to be reminded of. | would recommend
this book to kids of all ages, from 1 to 99!

Rating: 5/5 stars

Rebekah says

| admit, | am slow getting puns and jokes. It wasn't until | finished the book and was thinking to myself "The
Lumpy Duckling". There was no duckling... Duh Ugly Duckling - Lumpy Duckling.
Cute, love thetitle.

Thiswas my first time reading Kai Strand. | wasn't disappointed.

| loved how after the chapter title there was always a little quote about friendship.
How trueto life this story is. How many of uswish for people to change then get upset when they do.

Whizzy and Lumpy are the best of friends. They are the butt of most jokes with the popular kids. When
Whizzy makes awish and then a horrible accident happens to Lumpy sheisfull of guilt, then heartbreak
when he recovers. Having to face the problem and realizing that what we assume are real aren't nessarily that

way.

Perfect story for teaching and learning simple life relationship lessons.
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