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behind a trunk filled with unfinished and unpublished writings, among which were the remarkabl e pages that
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words, "gives to Lisbon the haunting spell of Joyce's Dublin or Kafka's Prague.”" Published for the first time
some fifty years after his death, this unique collection of short, aphoristic paragraphs comprises the
"autobiography” of Bernardo Soares, one of Pessod's alternate selves. Part intimate diary, part prose poetry,
part descriptive narrative, captivatingly trandated by Richard Zenith, The Book of Disquiet is one of the
greatest works of the twentieth century.
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Ahmad Sharabiani says

Livro do Desassossego = The Book of Disquiet, Fernando Pessoa
The Book of Disquiet (Livro do Desassossego) is awork by the Portuguese author Fernando Pessoa
(1888-1935).

Cheryl says

Flow lightly, lifethat does not even fedl itself, a silent, supple stream beneath for gotten
trees! Flow softly, soul that does not know itself, a murmur hidden from view by great
fallen branches! Flow vainly, aimlessly, consciousness conscious of nothing, a vague,
distant glimmer through leafy clearings, with no known source or destination. Flow on,
flow on and leave meto for get!

Flow smoothly, book that does not realize its influence, supple prose poem with ignitions of profundity.
Read slowly, reader who wishes never to seeit end.

One cannot read this book of fragmentary thoughts as quickly as one would others, for instead of plot or
story, one finds style and syntax that reveal the human condition and psyche. So | read this one intentionally,
wishing it would go on and on. Our protagonist and “voice” isthat that of the solitary and observant older
man, awriter who has never known the affections of childhood because he lost both his parents at a young
age. What it must feel like to be loved, to feel the warmth of a mother’ s hug, he ponders. He has never been
in love, nor has he had any friends. In fact, he's never had ambition, only hisimagination and dreams:

Between myself and life there have always been panes of opague glass, undetectable to me by
sight or touch; | never actually lived life according to aplan, | was the daydream of what |
wanted to be, my dream began in my will, my goal was aways the first fiction of what | never
was.

It is said that we learn more about life when we write, that we find ourselves within our prose (especialy
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memoir writers). As| writethis, | understand more about myself, and as | read hiswords, | redlize that he
and | are nothing alike, and yet we have so much in common:

| am, for the most part, the very prose that | write. | shape myself in periods and paragraphs, |
punctuate myself and, in the unleashed chain of images, | make myself king, as children do,
with acrown of made from a sheet of newspaper or, in finding rhythms in mere strings of
words, | garland myself, as madmen do, with dried flowers that in my dreams still live.

Thisisthe beauty of poignant prose, when we find pieces of ourselves within it. Someone should have given
me this book years ago, when | was ateenager in a new country, recovering from war and struggling to find
myself in a new world of structured freedom. Back then, | was living in tedium, as the narrator putsit. My
new world was invigorating, yet scary, thisideathat | could walk the streets freely (and not have to keep
myself secluded from men and guns), that | could attend public high schools and apply for federal aid for
college, that | could go to alibrary and read any book—Dbetter yet, buy books freely and form my very own
library? Although this was great, it was also painful, to be faced with the realization that this world had
existed even while I'd been in a different world of imprisonment. | never knew how to verbalize that pain
until now:

The pain of not understanding the mystery of life, the pain of being unloved, the pain of others
injustice to us, the pain of life crushing us, suffocating and imprisoning us...

Tolivein tediumisto die while still being alive, even while believing in staying alive: "Life chills me. My
existence is all damp caves and dark catacombs.” To live in tedium is to hope for a second chance at life,
where one can do the things one has always imagined doing. Thisis the core expression of this book, |
believe, this art of mastering self-consciousness. The book is a solemn but necessary read, thisiswhy I've
recommended it to my students who are war survivors and to my veteran students who have just returned
from Irag and Afghanistan. And thisis also why | would recommend it to anyone who is frustrated by, yet
still fascinated with thisthing called life.

These pages are the doodles of my intellectual consciousness of myself. | set them downin a
torpor of feeling, like acat in the sun, and re-read them at times with adull, belated pang, as if
remembering something | had always previously forgotten.

Bill Kerwin says

Here isthe only Portuguese literary joke | know: Q. Who are the four greatest Portuguese poets of the 20th
century? A. Fernando Pessoa. Trust me, it's funny. But it does take a little explaining.

Fernando Pessoa, in order to express various philosophical and poetic moods, constructed a series of what he
termed “heteronyms.” The heteronym, although similar to the mask or persona, differsin that each oneis
equipped with a name, a personality, a biography, and a physical description, aswell as a distinct writing
style. Although Pessoa made use of more than five dozen heteronyms in the course of histhirty-five years,
the best known are Alberto Caeiro, Ricardo Reis, Alvaro de Campos, and Bernardo Soares. Of these four, his
greatest creation--and perhaps the heteronym closest to Pessoa's self--is Bernardo Soares, the "author” of The
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Book of Disquiet.

The Book of Disqui€t, if not unique, isclosetoit. It isalittle like anovel, often like a collection of prose
poems, and often like a series of aphorisms and philosophical reflections. The heteryonum that is Soares
enables Pessoa to communicate a disciplined, definite vision of the world, necessarily limited in scope, but
intensified and concentrated. In this sense, it resembles Roman and English satire, its authorial mask as
carefully crafted and resonant as those of Horace and Juvenal, Pope and Swift. Soares, however, takes no
interest in vice, let aone the reform of humankind; in fact, he seemsto care little about humanity in general,
or peoplein particular.

It is here that the novelistic aspect of this work becomes interesting. Soaresis ashy, isolated man, aclerk at a
Lisbon commercial firm who adds up columns of figures, and seemsto do little else. Although he mourns his
colleagues when they pass away, he never seems to communicate with them when they are alive; the closest
he seems to get to fellowship are his encounters with the waiter in the little cafe where he eats his nightly
dinner and consumes his nightly bottle of wine. At first, we feel sorry for him, for we feel his great isolation
and are moved by his great passion and profound love for beauty which he can only express through his
journal.

Slowly, however, we begin to see that thisisolation is a personal and artistic choice, away of refining his art
and hisbeing . If he cares about human beings at all, it is only because they are useful adjunctsto his own
magnificent loneliness, because they resonate as discrete elements of the poet's imagination, much as a
certain play of light on a Lisbon street may reflect one particular color of the canvas that is the poet's
consciousness. Perhaps this iswhy the book “The Book of Disquiet” reminds me of most is The Chants of
Maldoror, that uncompromising paean to the magnificent isolation of evil.

Thereis of course agreat difference. Maldoror could only have been produced by avery young man hiding
beneath a very old mask. His personais a posture of isolation through which he begins to know himself. The
Book of Disquiet' on the other hand, is the work of someone who knows himself well, and cares only about
reaching akind of existential purity: a clarity of view, arefinement of mood, the isolation of particular
beauties that resonate more deeply and linger longer than the others.

Soaresis amonk of the poetic mind, for whom aloneness is avocation. Its fruit, this memorable book, israre
and delicious, filled with vivid descriptions, evocative language, and refined reflections.

Nahed.E says
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Dolors says

I have this habit of keeping a pencil close by when I'm reading a book which | know is going to have some
passages | want to remember. So, whenever | come across a sentence or a paragraph that strikes me for some
reason, | underlineit.

Well now, what's mostly happened with my copy of the "The book of disquiet" by Fernando Pessoa is that
there is something underlined in almost every page of the book. Which is the sameto say that thisisa
memorable book on the whole. I'd even dare to say that thisis more than a mere book, it is a gate to upper
thinking, a new way of understanding the world, a new philosophy, a daring and maybe even scary but
sincere approach to what is hidden in our human souls, if we are brave enough to look.

I knew ahbit of Pessoa before | picked up this book. Vastly known Portuguese poet, famous for his ability to
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create different "personalities’ and stick to them closely to perfection, writing in different styles according to
the voice of each character. Schizophrenia? Or the mind of a genius who fooled everyone who knew him? Or
aman who disguised himself out of boredom and who was able to live more than 70 different and complete
livesthrough all these invented "characters' to become a complete real person? Maybe all these options at
once. Maybe none. WE'll never know.

Anyway, even though | knew about Pessoa, | wasn't prepared for this book.

Not only unconnected recollections of the "supposed"” life of Bernardo Soares, one of Pessoa's characters, but
also unanswerable questions which left me kind of anxious and peaceful at the same time, if that makes any
sense...

Questions regarding consciousness, the almost obsession about dreams and the state of peaceful lethargy of
sleeping, doubts aroused regarding deities, love and death. And about what it is to be happy or to feel
nostalgia about a non existent past, or about egoism and solitude. But all this questions made even more
intense with this overflowing passion for writing, and for literature. And for Lisbon.

A privileged mind which opens for us, humble readers who want to witness an amazing transformation of the
world surrounding us, seeing for the first time what our livesreally are, or what they aren't and what we
should expect them to be.

An experience which will leave you exhausted but with renewed energy to face this extenuating and
unavoidable journey which we call life.

M atthias says

Some books wrap me up in dreams and fantasy, creating a protective bubble in which | can leisurely gaze at
the world in comfort. The opposite happened when reading “ The Book of Disquiet”, a book that lives up to
itstitle like no other. | didn’t get wrapped up in anything. With every sentence | read | felt myself being
unwrapped, as layers of self-deceit and unconsciousness were shed.

2

| held the book in my hands. | could decide to open and closeit. | could decide to put it away. But despite all
that it didn’t take long for me to realise that | was not the one in power, as the book firmly grasped mein
turn. Not through my mind, like good books. Not through my heart, like great books. It grasped my soul and
never let go. While | was reading this book, | couldn’t shake the feeling that it had beaten meto it, in that the
book was reading me and that it did so more quickly and effectively than | could read its pages. Thisbook is
amirror for my soul, amirror in which my reflection always sees me first, amirror where my reflection
waves to me and | wave back.

3

I’m compelled to take over the book’ s structure in this review, and that’s not only because of Junta’ s shining
example. Thereis no plot weaving together the pages. The book is made up of more than two hundred diary
entries. But thisis aspecia diary. The entries seldom talk of work, of interactions with other people, of the
goings-on in the day. They deal with the author’ srich inner life, to which the outside reality offersonly a
background at best. Pessoa sat down at his desk and just wrote what he thought. Streams of thoughts are
often fragmentary, and so is this book. Every number allows a new ideato carry you through poetic
landscapes until the author reaches the shores of that idea and he starts over, sometimes with a new idea,
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sometimes with the same, sometimes leading to the same shore, sometimes further away or closer by. Asa
result, my notes of my reactions to the book are equally fragmentary, each note representing a new stream as
| glide to the next number and | start over.

4

One of my favorite things to do isto stand in between two mirrors that stand directly opposite of each other.

To see my reflection multiplied to infinity is the most humbling ego-boost | can think of. | say infinity but if

you look far enough into that world of infinite reflections there is adark hole at the end of it, there where the
light ceases to reach and where my beholding eye ceases to behold.

Consciousnessis amirror. Consciousness of consciousness leadsto asimilar infinity that seemingly leadsto
nothingness.

5

Infinity sharpens my mind and elates my heart as a concept, but it numbs my mind and shrinks my heart as a
reality. Nothingnessisjust one version of infinity. Equating everything to zero is the easiest solution to find,
but the most difficult one to accept.

6

I don’t know if this book has changed my life. It added alayer of consciousness to my consciousness and
makes me more aware of inner processes. On the other hand, it couldn’t have done so if it didn’t confirm my
consciousness, if it didn’t confirm what | already felt and knew without knowing. My soul was stripped of
the comfort and warmth of the mundane, but already | feel myself slipping back into the world and out of
myself.

7
A connection feels meaningful when it is direct, goes deep and is complete.
8

Dreams I’ ve never bothered to write down, thoughts and follies that were interrupted: much of what | have
said, written and thought islost. Only the abstract memory of having said, written and thought lingers.
Before | go to sleep, thoughts wash over me, turning around in my head, taking five paths at once and
dancing in harmony. The mind is cleared and cleansed with these high-speed thought-cycles but then, ajolt
of consciousness, the spell is broken and the thoughts are forever lost, hiding away in dreams. The heavy
weight of consciousness doesn’t last as another torrent of thoughts sweeps down and | fall into a peaceful
sleep. How | would like to commit those thoughts to paper, to catch the wild torrents and be at peace.

9

In my mind's eye acastle is easily conjured up, the atmosphere is pal pabl e, the potential for storytelling
enormous. | pick up my pen. The jester is no longer a concept, but aliving thing in need of adventures and
adjectives. The scene becomes heavy and slow and | grind to a halt.

10

An unlikable side-effect of my consciousnessisthat | can't help but feel special. That feeling doesn’t start at
the cerebral level. Somewhere in the depths of my diaphragm there is this core, a source of that intuition.
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Sometimes that coreis cold and the feeling fades, but this book made it burn brightly. | ook at the reviews
page and | seethat it did so for others. My feeling special makes way for a specia feeling.

11

Like Pessoa, | find alot of philosophy in the exceedingly small. That which does not matter, matters
precisely because of it. When | look at an ant hard at work, | find that its essence isits being. This goes for
everything, but it isin the insignficant that thisis made the most obvious to me. A blade of grass sticking out
of the pavement. Small numbers written in pencil on awall that now have lost all significance. A bug. An
abandoned shack that has fallen in disuse.

I was hiking in awild, rough coastal region in France. On the sandy path there was a small patch of pebbles
and | resolved to pick one up and throw it into the sea far below when I'd get close enough. During my walk
I thought about what had brought the pebble to that patch, what had brought me there, and as ever, one
thought led to the other. The pebble became heavy with my ponderings. | could not bring myself to throw it
into the anonymity of the crashing waves when the time came.

12

13

Whenever | find wonder in the banal, nothingness becomes less likely. Banality is avirtue, importanceis a
sin. There is no wonder in importance, only design.

The situation of the spider crawling on my book only afew moments after | had read the small chapter on
"millimeters’ held wonder, but the picture | took was designed, flipping back to the relevant page so that
spider could walk on it. It felt important to share the moment so | turned wonder into an anecdote.

14

Sometimes reality feels like the dream that my inaction brought to fruition.
Sometimes reality feels like the remnants in the sieve through which my dreams are poured.

LuisC. says

Loneliness makes me despair; the company of others weighs on me.

Rakhi Dalal says

“My soul is a hidden orchestra; | know not what instruments, what fiddlestrings and harps, drums and
tamboura | sound and clash inside myself. All | hear is the symphony.”

An Orchestra of over 70 musicians, playing their own instruments, each producing an individual sound, a
discrete voice, adding up from each corner, playing the distinctive notes of solitude, dream, rain and tedium,
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rising at one place while falling at another and producing a symphony so striking in its completion that it
cannot be complete, like a painting frozen in time, striving for an expression it cannot possibly attain, and not
because the painter isn’t skillful enough but because he chooses not to part from one, deliberately made
imperceptible in the strokes, which isinherently his own. So while he did create 81 heteronyms* , each
distinctly dissimilar in their style, we do not yet know who Pessoa actually was or what he believed in.

Fernando Pessoa, strictly speaking, doesn’t exist.*

Pessoa called thiswork as his “ factless biography” | also came across the words “ Psychography” and

“ geography of self awareness’ for the book. In my opinion, it has distinct tones of the absurd, and can be
looked upon as an absurdist writing albeit on an altogether different level, though the hints of stoicism and
cynicism are apparently evident too. Y ou will not notice the “babble/despair” - characteristic of Beckett's
writing or “Rational absurd” (view spoiler) - quintessential trait of Camus' writing, but awillful approach
towards attaining the disquietude because his consciousness is a tedium resulting from the conclusion of
sensel essness of existence; an existence not of thisworld or life but hislife.

“ 1t sometimes happens, more or less suddenly, that in the midst of my sensations I’ m overwhelmed by such a
terrible weariness of lifethat | can’'t even conceive of any act that might relieve it. Suicide seems a dubious
remedy, and natural death — even assuming it brings unconsciousness — an insufficient one. Rather than the
cessation of my existence, which may or may not be possible, this weariness makes me long for something far
more horrifying and profound: never to have existed at all, which is definitely impossible.”

His conviction of being a passer-by reminds me of Beckett’s belief of being a passer-by who finds himself
over and over again (The Unnameable).

“Thisis my morality, or metaphysics, or me: passer-by of everything, even of my own soul, | belong to
nothing, | desire nothing, | am nothing — just an abstract center of impersonal sensations, a fallen sentient
mirror reflecting the world’ s diversity. | don’t know if I’'m happy thisway. Nor do | care.”

To overcome the anguish of life which he is so acutely aware of, he engages in imagination and dreaming.
Perhaps thisis the reason he created so many personalities, so as to be able to experience different lives
within him. In fact, his approach is distinct in the sense that heis not only aware of his sensations, but he aso
exercises a control over them which is clearly visible from the number of heteronyms he created for himself,
who could each write in distinct literary styles. According to him:

“My intellect has attained a pliancy and areach that enable me to assume any emotion | desireand
enter at will into any state of mind.” *

Thiswriting, which is a compilation of over 500 fragments, where each fragment, written perhaps on
different days, seemingly an attempt at expressing the flow of thoughts or imagination capturing writer's
mind, does seem to have a structure in thoughts and more than often talks about solitude, dream, tedium and
rain.

“It's so hard to describe what | feel when | feel | really exist and my soul isareal entity that | don’t know
what human words could defineit. | don’'t know if | have a fever, as| feel | do, or if I’ ve stopped having the
fever of sleeping through life. Yes, | repeat, I’ mlike a traveller who suddenly finds himself in a strange town,
without knowing how he got there, which makes me think of those who lose their memory and for a long time
are not themsel ves but someone else. | was someone else for a long time-since birth and consciousness —and
suddenly I’ ve woken up in the middle of a bridge, leaning over the river and knowing that | exist more solidly
than the person | was up till now. But the city is unknown to me, the streets are new, and the trouble has no
cure. And so, leaning over the bridge, | wait for the truth to go away and let me return to being fictitious and
non-existent, intelligent and natural.”
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Keeping in mind that thiswork is written by Ber nardo Soar es, the heteronym considered to be the closest to
Pessoa’ sreal self, these lines acutely express Pessoa’ s yearning to live an imagined life, asif in adream, so
asto forget hisactual self inreal life. He writes about his dreams, their nature and importance and goes as far
as giving advice regarding them:

“Liveyour life. Don't be lived by it. Right or wrong, happy or sad, be your own self. You can do this only by
dreaming, because your real life, your human life, is the one that doesn’t belong to you but to others. You
must replace your life with your dreaming, concentrating only on dreaming perfectly. In all the acts of your
real life, fromthat of being born to that of dying, you don’t act — you're acted; you don't live —you’'re merely
lived.” (Art of effective dreaming Il)

Rain, which frequently appears in the text, seems a symbol of the incessant thoughts, pouring over writer's
mind and submerging his awarenessin the disquiet that he experiences:

“ Each drop of rain is my failed life weeping in nature. There's something of my disquiet in the endless
drizzle, then shower, then drizze, then shower, through which the day’ s sorrow uselessly pours itself out
over the earth. It rains and keeps raining. My soul is damp from hearing it. So much rain... My flesh is
watery around my physical sensation of it.” ( Rainy Landscape)

He profoundly expresses his tedium in words when he experiences it and also present to us different
situations where one may feel tedium:

“ Tedium... Perhaps, deep down, it is the soul’ s dissatisfaction because we didn’t give it a belief, the
disappointment of the sad child (who we are on the inside) because we didn’t buy it the divine toy. Perhaps it
isthe insecurity of one who needs a guiding hand and who doesn't feel, on the black path of profound
sensation, anything more than the soundless night of not being able to think, the empty road of not being able
tofedl..”

And what is still more astonishing is that though he wrote these fragments in solitude, over perhaps a decade
or more, he wrote it as a dialogue between him and the future reader, allowing for either acceptance or
rejection on the part of reader.

And | offer you this book because | know it is beautiful and useless. It teaches nothing, inspires no faith, and
stirs no feeling. A mere stream that follows towards an abyss of ashes scattered by the wind, neither helping
nor harming the soil..... | put my whole soul into making it, but without thinking about it as | madeit, for |
thought only of me, who am sad, and of you, who aren’t anyone. And because this book is absurd, | loveiit;
because it isuseless, | want to give it away; and because it serves no purpose to want to give it to you, | give
ittoyou...

As| conclude my review, | want to admit that this book overwhelmed me immensely, | witnessed Pessoa
seeping inside me slowly, making me quiver with the words he spoke to me, more as | understood them.
Perceiving the disquiet which so fiercely plagued him, the solitude that he opted to dream to somehow
conquer it, but still returning to the unrest because he understood the futility, made his thoughts trace through
my mind, linger there for sometime before finally coming home to me. But my effort at writing a more
personal review didn’t ensue because if written, it would have been nothing but babble.

| am yet to complete reading Philosophical essays by Pessoa and the poems he wrote by the name of Albert
Caeiro, but till | fed privileged to place him on the altar alongside Camus and Beckett.

*source - wikipedia
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*Written by his creation, Alvaro de Campos, Notes for the Memory of My Master Caeiro (Editorial Estampa,
1997).

*From a“ Personal note”’, 1910

Florencia says

If I write what | feel, it'sto reduce the fever of feeling. What | confess is unimportant, because
everything is unimportant. | make landscapes out of what | feel. | make holidays of my
sensations. (42)

He who does not know how to populate his solitude, does not know either how to be alonein a

busy crowd.
- Charles Baudelaire, Crowds

Some dreams want to transcend our minds. They want to feel alive, be outside and become reality. We al
have dreamed about things that, even after we woke up, we are not sure if they actually happened or never
|eft the secure yet claustrophobic mind of ours. And so, while those dreams are trying to abandon that place,
magic can happen. When they realize they can't, tragedy awaits.

Thisisthe story of aman who lived athousand lives and wrote about the fragile boundary between reality
and dreaming with the most beautiful and heartbreaking prose I've ever encountered.

| wanted to read this book for along time. When | found it, | did something | try not to do: | skimmed it. |
wanted to see something before my better judgment had control over my literary anxiety. Before | knew, |
found myself reading a mesmerizing passage that | couldn't leave until | finished it.

Lucid Diary

My life: atragedy booed off stage by the gods, never getting beyond the first act.

Friends: not one. Just afew acquaintances who imagine they feel something for me and who
might be sorry if atrain ran over me and the funeral was on arainy day. Thelogica reward of
my detachment from life is the incapacity |’ ve created in othersto feel anything for me. There's
an aureole of indifference, anicy halo, that surrounds me and repels others. | still haven't
succeeded in not suffering from my solitude. It’s hard to achieve that distinction of spirit
whereby isolation becomes a repose without anguish... (579)

From that moment, | just knew it was going to be an extremely emotional experience. Whoever said that
reading is a passive activity, never found a book with the power of taking his soul out for aride.

What abook. | could relate to almost every word. Every yearning for something that could never happen.
Every lossthat did happen. Every thought made by arestless mind. And every feeling conceived by an
isolated heart longing for an endless dream. A cure. Redemption. Or nothing.

The melancholic beauty of his prose and the heartbreaking honesty of his sorrow made me feel too small.
And relieved. Suddenly, many of my thoughts and feelings were exposed in those pages that | was never able
towrite. And he did it. Pessoa did it with the most exquisite language you could ever hope to find.
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The atmosphere isfilled with an overwhelming sense of failure and frustration.

| envy — but I'm not sure that | envy — thase for whom a biography could be written, or who
could write their own. In these random impressions, and with no desire to be other than
random, | indifferently narrate my factless autobiography, my lifeless history. These are my
Confessions, and if in them | say nothing, it’'s because | have nothing to say. (42)

Each drop of rainismy failed life weeping in nature. There's something of my disquiet in the
endless drizzle, then shower, then drizzle, then shower, through which the day’ s sorrow
uselessly poursitself out over the earth.

It rains and keeps raining. My soul is damp from hearing it. So much rain... (177)

Solitude.

Salitude devastates me; company oppresses me. (80)

Again, fluid and uncertain, the rain pattered. Time dragged to its accompaniment. My soul’s
solitude grew and spread, invading what | felt, what | wanted, and what | was going to dream.
The room’ s hazy objects, which shared my insomniain the shadows, moved with their sadness
into my desolation. (285)

Uncertainties.

And so, not knowing how to believe in God and unable to believe in an aggregate of animals, I,
along with other people on the fringe, kept a distance from things... Could it think, the heart
would stop beating. (30)

I've never had anyone | could call ‘Master’. No Christ died for me. No Buddha showed me the
way. No Apollo or Athena, in my loftiest dreams, ever appeared to enlighten my soul. (533)

And many other displays of human nature. Devastating situations that contrast themselves with the lyrical
beauty of this man'swriting.

His crude words are still little sunbeams that could enlighten the obscure depths of our souls, only if we let
them. In that so human selfishness of ours, we always think nobody is suffering more than we do. We are the
only ones struggling to survive in thisworld that we never asked for. Well, we are not; that is not an
extraordinary epiphany. But reading the words of a man whaose thoughts are so familiar to us always
represents an inspirational experience. We fedl like we just found the necessary balm to soothe our pain. That
isthe healing power of understanding. Of empathy.

We are not alone. We never were. Like Soares in this book, | am acquainted with isolation more than | would
have wanted to. | breathe it. | am made of it. And still, somehow, | am not alone.

A breath of music or of adream, of something that would make me almost feel, something that
would make me not think. (57)

Being fatally sensitive can be exhausting and a perpetual cause of sorrow. But the so-desired inability to feel
resembles to being dead inside a living body. Human existence doesn't limit itself to some functional organs.
Feeling nothing is not the answer. Y ou might as well be truly dead.

S0, yes. Thisbook is my newest treasure. My diary and sanctuary. | can't help but to be grateful. It filled my
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head with many questionsthat | wish | could find the answers by myself.

What to do when we are forced to leave the safe place our dreams represent? Can they make us do it? Will
we ever find the strength enough to face the world? Do we have to?

Do we dare?

| sleep when | dream of what doesn't exist; dreaming of what might exist wakes me up. (179)

Life should be about finding a sane balance between reality and fantasy. That reminds me of something |
found the other day. | don't know if the following words really belong to Pizarnik—they sure sound like
her—and since | couldn't find them in English, | kind of translated them. Trust me, they are too beautiful in
Spanish. So, | apologize in advance.

| am simply not fromthisworld... | frenziedly dwell in the moon. | am not afraid of dying; | am afraid of this
foreign, aggressive land...

| cannot think about specific things; | am not interested. | cannot speak like everybody else. My words are
foreign, they come from far away... What will | do when | plunge myself in my wildest dreams and cannot
ascend? Because that is going to happen, eventually. | will go and | won't know how to come back.
Moreover, | will not know that thereisa "coming back”. | will not want it, perhaps.

No. Pessoa was not alone.

According to this book, Soares was not a pessimist. He was sad. He suffered and dreamed. And he
complained without knowing if suffering was the norm, if he deserved it for some reason. However, he
regjoiced in the fact that he could play with his complaints and made them musical because he was an artist.
He could give beauty to his complaints and dreams.

But, if you can't do that, if you are not an artist... well. What then?

Note: | read the English (Zenith) and Spanish (Crespo) trandations at the same time. | prefer the English one.
Apr 27,14

* Also on my blog.

** Other reviews:

A Little Larger Than the Entire Universe: Selected Poems
The Selected Prose of Fernando Pessoa

The Education of the Stoic

El Banquero Anarquista (written in Spanish)

Lizzy says

'We're well aware that every creative work isimperfect and that our most dubious aesthetic
contemplation will be the one whose object is what we write. But everything isimperfect.
There's no sunset so lovely it couldn't be yet lovelier, no gentle breeze bringing us sleep that
couldn't bring yet sounder sleep.’
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Almost all my fedlings...

Assoon as | turned the last page, | realized how much | was going to miss The Book of Disquiet. For it has
been my faithful companion for over two weeks, as my friends are witness for their company was always
there with me. As soon as | turned the last page, | worried, what am | going to do now? But now it seems my
only consolation is all the quotes | collected during this lavish period. So | now populate my new solitude
with these gems, with Fernando Pessoa s amazing dreams.

'I've never done anything but dream. This, and this alone, has been the meaning of my life. My
only real concern has been my inner life. My worst sorrows have evaporated when |'ve opened
the window on the street of my dreams and forgotten myself in what | saw there.'

I’ve always been a dreamer, but | dream mainly through readings that | always carried along with me in my
life'sjourney. | cannot now pretend to be a dreamer like Fernando Pessoa, or Bernardo Soare: I’ ve never
done anything but dream. This, and this alone, has been the meaning of my life. For | lived morein the real
world than Pessoa confessedly did. Every dreamis the same dream, for they're all dreams. Let God change
my dreams, but for my gift of dreaming. For him they were his nourishment, his own life. But for me they are
my leisure. Y es, my dreams might not be his dreams but they are as alive as his, as dear to me as hiswereto
him.

'l read and | am liberated. | acquire objectivity. | cease being myself and so scattered. And what
| read, instead of being like anearly invisible suit that sometimes oppresses me, is the external
world’s tremendous and remarkabl e clarity, the sun that sees everyone, the moon that splotches
the still earth with shadows, the wide expanses that end in the sea, the blackly solid trees whose
tops greenly wave, the steady peace of ponds of farms, the terraced slopes with their paths
overgrown with grape-vines.'

We might be distinct souls, but there is one thing that we are one and that | felt is his anxiety and isaso my
own:

'My tedium takes on an air of horror, and my boredom isafear. My sweat isn't cold, but my
awareness of it is. I'm not physically ill, but my soul’ s anxiety is so intense that it passes
through my pores and chills my body.'

Yes, it seems we could even be related,

'It sometimes occurs to me, with sad delight, that if one day (...) the sentences | write are read
and admired, then at last I'll have my own kin, people who 'understand' me, my true family in
which to be born and loved.'

The main differenceisthat | am not awriter, | am only areader. And so | am his soul mate for | complete
him when | leaf through the pages of his book. As are all his readers that give life to hiswritings. His prose
so beautiful it is heartbreaking, despite his own insecurities. But | would | wish to be awriter if the priceisto
not live? Better to writeto dareto live...

Do you suppose that that is the reason of my contentment? Should you ask if I’'m happy, I’ll say that I’m not.
For me there is not so much solitude, no lack of friendship, no ceaseless tedium. Only unhappinessis
elevating, and only the tedium that comes from unhappinessis heraldic like the descendants of ancient
heroes. So, | could not ever be agood poet and | am glad | had never desired so high. Although | have to
confess that | had some dreams of being a poet. But these were only dreams...
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Perhaps | could have never been a poet, for above al | love. | love my friends, | love my children, | loved a
man and | lovelife. And | could never declare like Pessoa, We never love anyone. What we love is the idea
we have of someone. It's our concept — our own selves — that we love. Or even that [1]ife hinders the
expression of life. If | actually lived a great love, | would never be able to describeit. Maye | should read
other poets... But | have to agree with him when he states, | wake up to make sure | exist... Aren’'t we all
aways unsure if wetruly exist?

Am | ordinary?, for most of thetime | realize | think with my feelings. While Pessoa confesses: | believe
most people think with their feelings, whereas | feel with my thoughts. Y es, | am happily ordinary. While his
happinessis as painful as[his] pain.

However, the more | say | don't agree with our poet, the more | believe him. Am | saying nonsense?
Sometimes to be a poet isto unbelieve. Oh, | believe we can travel through our dreams, we can imagine
unimaginable places within our dreams:

'What can China give me that my soul hasn't already given me? And if my soul can't giveit to
me, how will Chinagiveit to me? For it's with my soul that I'll see China, if | ever seeit. |
could go and seek riches in the Orient, but not the riches of the soul, because | am my soul's
riches, and | am where | am, with or without the Orient.'

But after all my incoherence, | can only agree with Pessoa:

'It's the central error of the literary imagination: to suppose that others are like us and must feel
aswe do. Fortunately for humanity, each man is just who heis, it begin given only to the
geniusto be others as well.'

But our natures are diverse, for | am not as solitary as he was. | am solitary, you might say, but | have my
books. What does he have? Only his dreams or a poignant and fruitful solitude. To understand, | destroyed
myself. To understand is to forget about loving. Can we be that alone? | ask myself, or only genius and poets
have that gift? Perhaps, if so that isasad truth.

Some closing remarks...
| feel | need to add a few considerations, besides my ramblings above.

Pessoa called this work as a factless biography. It might present distinct tones of the absurd, and despite its
hints of indifference or even cynicism, it’s nevertheless a quintessential trait of itswriter. He reveals an
ethereal existence, or his own life, through his willful approach towards his own disquietude; through his
sense of a consciousness that suffers with a tedium that results basically from his own sensel essness
existence. And in that he could not be more truthful.

Faced with the life' s adversity, and aiming to overcome the anguish to him so acute, he imagines, he dreams.
This may be one of the reasons for his so many personalities (his heteronyms, who could each write in
distinct literary styles) to be born. Heis not one, he is many. So he can experience different livesin only one
existence. According to him:

'My intellect has attained a pliancy and a reach that enable me to assume any emotion | desire
and enter at will into any state of mind.'

For me, hisflow of thoughts or dreaming that we read in The Book of Disquiet captures the writer’s mind,
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reveals a structure and a repetition in thoughts that talks about solitude, dream, tedium, love or un-love and
unhappiness. It is ultimately passionate and painful.

Bernardo Soares is Pessod s heteronym considered to be the closest to Pessoa s real self; and hiswritings
strongly express Pessod’ s aspiration to live an imagined life, asif in adream, so asto forget his self in real
life. He continually writes about his dreams, their nature and importance to his survival:

‘Liveyour life. Don't be lived by it. Right or wrong, happy or sad, be your own self. Y ou can
do thisonly by dreaming, because your real life, your human life, is the one that doesn’t belong
to you but to others. Y ou must replace your life with your dreaming, concentrating only on
dreaming perfectly. In all the acts of your real life, from that of being born to that of dying, you
don’t act — you're acted; you don’t live — you' re merely lived.'

Rain frequently appear in hiswritings and it could be viewed as a symbol of his disquietude, his unrelenting
dreaming that pours over his own existence. What awistful and beautiful vision Pessoa gifts us:

“Each drop of rainis my failed life weeping in nature. There's something of my disquiet in the
endless drizzle, then shower, then drizzle, then shower, through which the day’ s sorrow
uselessly poursitself out over the earth. It rains and keeps raining. My soul is damp from
hearing it. So much rain... My flesh iswatery around my physical sensation of it.

And he dialogues with the readers, but mainly he questions or even doubts himself and his own writing:

'What will | be ten years from now, or even five? My friends say I'll be one of the greatest
contemporary poets - they say this based on what I've written, not what | may yet write. But
evenif thisistrue, | have no ideawhat it will mean. | have no idea how it will taste. Perhaps
glory tastes like death and futility, and triumph smells of rottenness.’

The Book of Disquiet moved and overwhelmed me fiercely. Pessoa bit by bit immersed himself into my own
self, made me wonder and tremble with his alluring and poignant words, much above a mere understanding.

| perceived hisdisguiet, and | shared with him many uncertainties or yet his certainties. His solitude and his
dreaming are written down in my soul and will certainly come back to mein the future. Ah, to be such a
poet, what a dream and what sufferings!

Other quotes

« ' weep over my imperfect pages, but if future generations read them, they will be more touched by my
weeping than by any imperfection | might have achieved, since perfection would have kept me from weeping
and, therefore, fromwriting. Perfection never materializes.'

« "When all by myself, | can think of all kinds of clever remarks, quick comebacks to what no one said, and
flashes of witty sociability with nobody. But all of this vanishes when | face someonein the flesh: | lose my
intelligence, | can no longer speak. Only my ghostly and imaginary friends, only the conversations | havein
my dreams, are genuinely real and substantial, and in themintelligence like an image in a mirror.'

* 'I've undertaken every project imaginable. The lliad composed by me had a structural logic in its organic
linking of epodes such as Homer could never have achieved. The meticul ous perfection my unwritten verses
makes Virgil's precision look sloppy and Milton's power slack. My allegorical satires surpassed all of Swift's
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in the symbolic exactitude of their rigorously interconnected particular. How many Horaces I've been.’

* 'When | put away my artifices and lovingly arrange in a corner all my toys, words, images and phrases, so
dear to me | fed like kissing them, then | become so small and innocuous, so alone in a room so large and
sad, so profoundly sad.’

«'Sadly | writein my quiet room, alone as | have always been, alone as | will always be. And | wonder if my
apparently negligible voice might not embody the essence of thousands of voices, the longing of self-
expression of thousands of lives, the patience of millions of souls resigned like my own to their daily lot, their
useless dreams and their hopel ess hopes.'

*'I'm dazed by a sarcagtic terror of life, a despondency that exceeds the limits of my conscious being. |
realize that | was all error and deviation, that | never lived, that | existed only in so far as| filled time with
consciousness and thought. | feel, in this moment, like a man who wakes up after a slumber full of real
dreams, or like a man freed by an earthquake from the dim light of the prison he'd grown used to.'

« 't sometimes occurs to me, with sad delight, that if one day (...) the sentences | write are read and admired,
then at last I'll have my own kin, people who 'understand' me, my true family in which to be born and loved.
But from being born into it, I'll have already died long ago. I'll be understood only in effigy, when affection
can no longer compensate for the indifference that was the dead man'slot in life.'

* 'Not only am | dissatisfied with the poems | write now; | also know that | will be dissatisfied with the poems
| writein the future...

So why do | keep writing? Because | still haven't learned... | haven't been able to give up my inclination to
poetry and prose. | haveto write, asif | were carrying out a punishment. And the greatest punishment isto
know that whatever | write will be futile, flawed and uncertain.’

* 'My state of mind compels me to work hard, against my will, on The Book of Disquiet. But it's all fragments,
fragments, fragments...'

Rowena says

"| follow the cour se of my dreams, making them imagesinto stepstoward other images; folding casual
metaphorslikefansinto grand picturesof interior vision; | untielife from myself, and | tossit aside as
if it were atoo-tight suit." - Fernando Pessoa, The Book of Disquiet

Y ou know awriter is great when he makes you want to learn a new language to understand his work in the
original. "The Book of Disquiet" is easily the best book I've read this year, and possibly the one |'ve copied
the most quotes from. 1'd only ever read Pessoa's poetry and | had no idea what to expect from his prose. It
turns out he does poetry and prose equally well.

| would love to have a conversation with Pessoa, athough | would probably be an annoyance to him with his
desire for solitude. But having a deep, philosophical conversation with him would be like adream. He has
such fascinating thoughts! He delves into the complexity of humans and hel ped me to understand the reason
for his several heteronymsin his poetry:

" Each of usisvarious, many people, a prolixity of selves."
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| feel that thisisthe sort of book that people will either think is brilliant or they will think Pessoais too
sentimental and sensitive. | have to say that | rarely come across awriter who thinks so deeply and
obsessively about certain things. Pessoa's favourite topics seem to be dreams, solitude, writing, the futility of
life (was he an existentialist? He reminds me a bit of Meursault). | may share Pessoa's melancholy to some
extent but | don't share his negative outlook, his depression and his misanthropic nature! Even so, thiswas a
brilliant book and one I'm so glad | finally read.

Pessoa's writing really consumed me at times. Definitely a book to be savoured, and a candidate for are-
read.

"When | write, | visit myself solemnly. | have special rooms, remembered by someone elsein the
inter stices of my self-representation, where |l take pleasurein analyzing what | do not feel, and |
examine myself asif | werea painting in the shadows."

Camille Stein says

¢ Qué s£? ¢ Qué busco? ¢Qué siento? ¢Qué pediria si tuviese que pedir?

La vulgaridad es un hogar. Lo cotidiano es maternal. Después de una incursién prolija en la gran poesia,
hacia los montes de aspiracion sublime, hacia los pefiascos de o transcendente y de o oculto, sabe mejor
gue bien, sabe a cuanto es calido en la vida, regresar al albergue donde rien los necios felices, beber con
ellos, necio también, como Dios nos ha hecho, contento del universo que nos ha sido dado y dejando o
demas a los que escalan montafias para no hacer nada alli en lo alto.

Transelintes eternos a través de nosotros mismaos, no hay paisajes sino € paisaje que nosotros somos. Nada
poseemos, porque Ni siquiera Nos pPoseemos a Nosotros mismos. Nada tenemos por que nada somos. ¢Qué
manos extenderé hacia el universo? El universo no es mio: soy yo.

Al final de este dia queda |o que quedo de ayer y quedara de mafiana: €l ansia insaciable e innimera de ser
siempre el mismo y otro.

Pero asi estoda la vida; asi, por |o menos, es ese sistema de vida particular al que, en general, sellama
civilizacion. La civilizacion consiste en dar a algo un nombre que no le compete, y después sofiar sobre el
resultado. Y, realmente, el nombre falso y el suefio verdadero crean una nueva realidad. El objeto se vuelve
realmente otro. Manufacturamos ideales. La materia prima sigue siendo la misma, pero la forma, que €l arte
le ha dado, la algja de continuar siendo efectivamente la misma.

Fernando Pessoa o € refinamiento estético de latristeza. Intérprete y traductor de la pena, de lalucidez que
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no languidece: las palabras se aparecen como islas salvadoras, oasis en mitad de todos |os desiertos.
Descarado, insolente, implacable con la amal gama de aflicciones que a todos rondan y mortifican.

Bernardo Soares o como descifrar la paradoja de la existencia, como conferir coherenciaalaincredulidad y
la sorpresa, como redactar aplicadamente un diario del desencanto, de la desilusion y laderrota. Quizalo que
realmente perviva, de unamaneravaga e involuntaria, sealavanidad de aquellos que relatan € cadaver
exquisito de la vida, aquellos que escul pen suntuosos panteones de voces que otorgan cuerpo a discurso de
las almas. memorias que deambulan por |as aristas cortantes de lo cognoscible.

"TMOoT? 0eV AYATIUE K2TOI0V. AYOTI2UE OTIA?C TNV 1070 TIOL OXNUAT?{OVHE V1A K?1o1ov. TEAIK? auT?
TIOU OYOTT2UE EAAL LA JIK? JOC VVOLa KOl 0 EQUT?C HAC.

ALT? eVl OADeLa o€ AN TNV KAZUOKO TOU ?pWTa. 2T0 CEEOVAALK? 7pwT0 ava{nNT?UE TN dIK? Hag
ATPAQL0TN UE TN HECOABNON EV?C V0L KOPRLIO?.

>TOV 7pwta TIOL AAQP?PEl AT? TOV OEEOVAAIK? avadnT2UE TN OIK? MOC ATIPA0UON UE TN HECOA?BNON
HIOG OIK? HaG 1070C,

O auvavIioT?¢ VAl ATOTP?TIIOC, OAA?, OTNV ATIPAUTH OAPBELA, O ALUVAVIOT?C VAL N ATPAUTN
AOYIK? 2K@PA O™ TOU EPWIELHAVOL. EVAI 0 HAV0C TIOU deV TIPOCTIOIE?TAL U?TE KOPODE?EL TOV EALT?
TOU.

Na Aec. Na E?peigva Aeg. Na E7peIg va LTI?PXEIC UEC” ATI? TN YPATI? @uwv? KAl Tn vontik? eikva! H
{w? dev a&?(El T?MOTA T PATIVW: TO TPATIVW ENVAI VTPEC KAI YUVA KEG, UTIDBETIKO? ?PWTEC KAl
HOTO1000¢ 76C PEPTIKEG, TPOWP?OEIC TNC TIAPNG KL TN A?0NCE, VOPWIDI TOU KIVOVTAI TTVW K2TW,
oav (70 1oV avoonKVoUHE Yo TI2TPA, K?2Tw OTT? TOV UEY?A0 a@npnu?vo Bp?xo Tou yaA?(1ov

X0P?C VN ua”

To TP?10 U?7p0C¢ TOL PBIBA?0L TNC OVNOLX UG ENVAL VA TI2CA AT TEPITINEK UEVA VEIPA. ZNEI?0EIC
PYUXIK?C EEOUOAANONC,PWIEIV?C KO KOTACK?2TEIVNC TAUT?Xpova. Kopu?tia kapdl 2¢. Kopu?ta
AOYOTEXVIK?C Bewp?0¢. ALTORIOYPO@K? ATIOOTI?CUOTA OVE?PLV KAl ATIOUVWONC.

Ml ETEOTOA? TIOL YP2PTNKE V1A v
HNVv €kd0Be? pEe T?TAO "N a1oONTIK? TNG adlagop?0¢”.
WA EYXEIPDI0 TETPWUAOU TIOU dIATNPE? TTVTA EUTP?0OEK TN TNV EATIDA TNE ATIOTUX 20C.

"Avoouve?tovtag dlapK?¢ TOV EUT? L0V, TOV KOT?0TPeEPd. ATT? TNV TIOAA? OK2PN TOL EQUTO? OV
€201 TOO Ol OK2PEIC MOV KOl 2X1 EY?.

Me BuBou?tpnoa Kal 2enoa va 170l 0 BUBOPETPNT?C. ZW it VA GK2PTOUAL av ?Xw [3780¢ ? X1,
XWP?¢ Tu0 PAA0 BUBOPETPNT? TI?200 ATT? TO BAUUA LOU, TIOU IOV OE?XVEL, PWIEIV? TTAVW 0TO 0KO?P0
QTO TOUL KOBP?PTN TOL TEP?OTIOL TNYAAI0?, TO TP?0WIT? IOV VA UE KOIT?(EL EV? TO KOIT?2(W'".

AAC TOPATIOVI 7PN E OVEIPOTIPAOC. VAC TP?0C TNG {W?¢ KAl OTIO?G TNE PAVTACIAK?C VONUOaNC,.
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AA¢ VOPWIC TPOVIK? HOVOXIK?C KAl LOVOOSIK?C.

KaBiopnog 20w oo ‘Va TIHAL? YPAPE?0,0€ VA @TWXIK? VOIKIOOUVO0 SWU?TI0 HOG KAAE? VO TOV
VI?00UE. NO UTIOPUE OTO OKOTEIV? dWU?TIO KAl VO OO B?00VE TIC OK 2T EC ONHEI ?0€1 ¢ TIOV YP2PEL
KOBNUEPIV? KVOVTAC A adl KPITN EVOOOK 21T ar oTo BuB? Twv a1o8?0ewv TG YPux 2 Tou.

"AT? TN {W? T?1oTa PAAN0 OV (2T oa T?p0 ATT? TO VA TEP?0EL ATI? U700 oL XwWP?¢ va TNV a1cBave?.
AT? TNV ay?rm 10 Pv0o ToL {?tnoa 2tav Vo HEVEL V1A TTVTA Va VEIPO LOKPIV?.

AT? T E0WTEPIK? OV TOTT?A, 7A0 TOUC M TIRAYUOTIK?, QUT? TIOU E €PAKUE 2TV TO HOKPIV?, KAl Td
TOEWIT? Ye@?pLa TIOL 70[BNVAV, OXEONV OTNV AT?0TACT TWV TOTTAWV TV OVEZPWV LoV, £2XAV U
YAUK?TNTO OVE?POU O GX 70N HE 7AAD 7PN TOUL T?TMOU -Uia YAUK?TNTA TIOU ' KOVE VA T' ayoTe?.

H pav?a pou va dnpioupy? av K?20U0 PE?TIKO UE CUVOOE?El OK UM, KOl LAV0 E TOV BVAT? Lou
0a ' eYKOTAAEAPEL».

O Meao?a dnIovpye? {LVTAVO?¢ KOBP2PTEC LETAPUOIK?C OTEIKVIONC ETIVON VWV TOTT2WV KAl
ELOPALV.

Ol epWIT?0€1¢ TI2PTOUV oav TN BPox? T Tov BA?BEL Kol ToV aval00oyuVE? UE TN LU Pl ? TIOU
OTAVEL OTN @70T).

"Molog e?ual ey?"

"Ti pE KVEL VO YP200;"

"€ TIolOV TP?TEL VA yup?o0w;"

"lMotov ?xw; To10¢ UE TEPIKVEL;"

AQTPE?El TN HOVAEI? TIOL TOV KOATAOTP?YEL.
AlOTUTTVEL EVKPIV?OTATA EVOV HETAQUOIK? TAO?TO OVTOCERATUO?, KATATI?E0NC KAl EKTPOXIOOUO?
OTO TIPOCWTIK? UNTP?0 TOU TIOL TOT? OEV KATAP?PVEL VO OVAA?CEL.

"T1a va KaTaA?Bw Kat?0Tpeda Tov E0UT? Hou. H Katav?non eval va EEX?00VUE TNV ay?rm”.

H dnuioupy?a TOL YPATIO? ATOAOYICUO? KATACTP?PEl TOV 2D 0.

ZUYKPVEL TNV YPUX? TOL HE IO HLOTIK? 0pX?0TPA TNG OTIO?0C TO HOVGCIK? ?pyava oTadlaK?
XOUNAV0UY VTACT KAl apyocBVouv. XTUTIOV TI?AL SUVOT? O€ OTIYU?G ATTANV WO C,0UTOKTOVIK G
AR (e

O gaut?¢ TOU 2010 OKNV? B?TpoL. Al 2popol NBOTI0?-KaBNUEPIVO? A OPWTDIL, T 2L 0UV ?pya
POLTAOC KOl UTOTAYUVNG TP?LOC.

2101 TANPVEL TNV ETEPOVOU0 TOL KOl OTOUOKPVETAL ATIO TNV KOIVOIVIK? {Ww?.

Agv TOU TaAIPI?LEL. TOU TPOKAAE? CWUATIK? vaUT?0. H Tpoua?a PAAwV TIPOC TV TOV KVEL va
OVEIPEZETAL I TEPZEPYN ATIOLC?0 TIOL OV KATOVOE? 0?TE KABOP?El. OWPE? LAVO TIWG KIVOUVEPEL
KO EKTPOXI?CETAL OTIO TO OVEIPOTIZAO TOL ENAI.

A0 TO T PATIVW AVA@E?POVTAL OTO NEPOAMO TOL ETEPAVUMOU Tou MNMeoa?a
MTEPVVTO Z07PEC.

A ATUOVTOC FoNB?¢ AoyIOT? TIOL KOTAYP?PEl EVOOTKOTIK? TOV EALT? TOU KOl TOV K?0H0 Y?pw
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ToU. 21N AlocaBva,apx?c 200V alva.

Emwd?¢ Tou:

"avalnt? dev Bp7oKwW".

"O?Aw Kal Ogv UTop?".

OuU?el TOA?TO "AgV UTIOP? VO CLVEX?0W. OO oUVEX?0W". TOL MTIKET.
Ava@?povtal oTn U?XN artVavTl oTnv aduvap?a. Mid u?2xn Xopuvn €k Tpool L?ou.

AULT?T10 BIPA?0 yevww?el lia a?00non Babi? CUVTIPITITIK? UE LOLPA7eC ETUOP?OEIC OTOV YUXIOU?.
Me aAA?KOTO TOTT?20 BAV?TOL KAl OKOTEIV? 2Zapaor,TT?00¢ KAl aTEATIO?00 OALBEP?.

"Me TIOV?El TO KEP?AL OV KOl TO Z2UTIIV".

*xFxE T va yp2PeIC yi'auT? 10 BIPALO; Ti va TIPWIOTE?C;

K?0g GXOALOOU?C ? KPITIK? 21oPn 8a @ave? TOUA?XIOTOV OVETIOPK?C KA I ETIEIK?C OVO?010.

ES? dev IAPG UE AEEIC, a10BVECAL TIC APEEIC OAOKANPWUNVEC 0OV {evTav?¢ LTT?PEELC. ES? N T2Xvn
P?pe0E AANOIV? EAANVOPWUA KO HaVO?d KOl MVE Bao7Alo0q. *****

Ear pia BipAIK? pop@? T?2XvN¢ TOU OTEVOVETAL OTNV ETTUEA? PUX? HOG KOI TPOOTOE? VA OG
070€l TNV OAPBE10 U200 ATO KO TRAYUATIK?TNTO TIOU ?A01 &?POUE TG TIOT? OEV UTTPEE. 210G
avVaE?pel KAl 0 dNUIoLPY?C "KAT?A0Ba o€ o aoTpaTr? TN PuX?¢ OTI OEV £2ua1 Kavvac. Kavag,
OTOA?TWE Kavvoc”.

[Aatpepnvo AT?oToopA]

"YMAPXOYN AHAHTHPIA ANAPAITHTA KAl MAAIZTA NMOAY EKAEMNTYZMENA MNOY
ATIOTEAOYNTAI AMNO XYZTATIKA THZ WYXHX.

XOPTA MNMOY TA MAZEWAME ZTIZ TQONIEZ TQN EPEITTIQN TQN ONEIPQN MAZ.
MAYPEZ MATMAPOYNEZ NMOY BPHKAME ZTA MNHMATA TQN MNMPOGEZEQN MAZ.
EMNIMHKH ®YAAA ATTO AENTPA ANAIZXYNTA MNMOY KOYNOYN TA KAAAIA TOYZ 2TIZ
AKOYZTIKEZ OXOEZ TQON KOAAZMENQN NMOTAMQN THX WY XHZ".

KaA? avyvwon.
MOAAO?C OOTIOOUO?C.

To BIBA?0 aut? ovou?etal "BIBA?0 TNGAVNOLX20¢" KAl €Al Va TAE?d OTO AT U720 AVWOTH
Q@ETNP?0 TPOC K2TOIOV AV WOTO TPOOPICU?.

To Ta&?01 e aut? 1o BIBAIK? VOO P? 70Y0 OV TEAEIVEL TIOT?.
AL10; NUITEA?C, ATOOTIIOHATIK?, AVOAOKA ?pWITO;
M7?AAOV "aTTZEVO" 0OV TO 2POC YPA@P?C TOL CUYWYPAQ?A. 20WC VA NUEPOAAM O EEOLOA AN ONG TIOU
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YP2QPTNKE KAT? TN Al ?PKEIN OLTO? TOL TAEIBI0? U200 O VA VELPO.

K?ro10¢ av?0UX0¢,0VEIPOTI?AOC,
KOIVOLVIOAYOC TAEIOELT?C EVAL O LOVODIK?C CUVETIB?TNG HOC O AUT? TO TIOA?TAOKO KAl YEU?TO
TEPIOTPOP?C TAE 2D TIPOC AVWOTO AIUALA.

Kat?tn &l 7pKELO TIOL UG OTIOUOKPVEL OTIO TNV TPAYUOTIK?TNTA TN OK2PNC Kol TOU
ouvalcB?uatog, Ta&Ide?20VTac oTnV TP?a TN OVEIPOTI?ANCNG, LOG a@NYE?TAl TIC 0100?0€I¢, TIC
187eC KAl T oLVAICO2UOTA TOUL -U?00 ATO ETMVONUVEC TPOOWTIK 2TNTEC KAl A XAOU0?C- WG TN
HOVOOIK? TOU TRAYUATIK?TNTO, TN BERAI?TNTA TOU VIO TIC 0l0B?0€1¢ TIOU ATIOKAAE? OIK7C TOU.
Mpo@av?¢ auT? TIOL ETEAI KEl TO TETUXAVEL. MO EEOUOAOYE?TOI U700 ATIO IO OVEIPOTIZANON TO
OV?2QEAO KOl TNV 00UVNP? KOl OTE?PA LOV20 TOU OVEIPE?E0BAl...

O avaw?0TN ¢ EEKIVATOAC AUT? TO TAE?d ATOU?KPUVOTC OTO TN YWWOT? KOl OIKE? T2 TPAYU?TWV
TIPOC TNV avaBe?pnan Twv TTVTWY,TN AOYIK? ACUV?XELD KOl TIC ETIKOUPIK?C OKAPEIC TV
a10070ewv, BapaVel e TIOAA? QOPT?A TNV TVEVUATIK? TOUL Kp?on.

?X0VTOC WG LOVODIK? GUVTAELI TN TO HOVAXIK? KOl TOAPUOP@PO CLUYWYPAQ?0 TP?TEL AVAYKACTIK? v
OTOMOVWOOUE HO{? TOL KAl VO OEBACTOUE TNV AA?BE1a TOU.

Agv LTT?PXEL PANN ETOAOY?, AV ETIOVHOPUE K?TOIO OTIYU? VO @O?00UE GTO AIUNVI TV
CUUTEPACU?TOV KATAVONVTAC 700 OVTIQATIK? UNVUATO SIATEVETAL TG OANBE?0UV VIO TIC OE7EC
KOl T VOUATO TIOL avVOyp2@ovTal 0TO TWEVUATIK? TOL NUEPOAAIO.

Movadik? Bo?0e1a n dla?06naon poc.

2101, L2000 OTIC ATI?PAVTEG EKT?0EIC TNG YUX ¢ e TLE?DA TNV 0?200n0N Kol TNV ELEL 2 LA Ba
UTIOP?00UHE VO JIAKPVOLUE AV Ol LOP@P?¢ TOU OVE?POU OTNV TIPAYUOTIK?INTA TOUE, VAl
OlO@OPETIK?C N L?0 OTO TNV PAAN.

O Meoo?a €Nal 0 ATUEDEVTOC AOYOT?XVN G TIOL TIPOCTINOE? VO LA G TE?TEL ELMOVIK? TIWE N
KOAAL?pYELO TNG W?0NE, TNE EVAIOBNC?0¢ KAl TN KATAVONG UTI?PX0UV GTOV KaBvav Lac.

OEeWPE? TOA?TIUN KAl PEYAAELI?DN TNV ELAICONC?0 TOL ATZUOL N OTID?0 V1A VO ATIOKTNOE? AT TE?
OTIOU?KPUVON OTIO TNV TPAYUOTIK?TNTA.

Me TOPZAANAN HEA?TN KO AETIOUEP? OVZAUON PBaBa el KAl KOAAIEPYE?TAL N EVOIOBNC?T, APO?
OTIOKAEIOTIK? L7000 LOG LTT?PXOULV KAl Sl XOTOLONTAI TO TTVTA.

H Yux?, 10 "eval"” Kal 1o pun "eval” tou Meoa?a Tavt?2{ovIal PE TO avT?0TolXa 7ANn TN¢
avepwrt?tntac.

MopaB?tw dVo ATDOTIOU?TA, VA AT TO "BIBA?0 TNG Avnoux?0¢" KAl Aa aTo T0 Tonpa "H
T2AIC" ToL KaB2pn €TE1d? Bwp? TG AV 0 TOINT?G LOG €2XE AOXO0ANBE? e TNV TR0 K 21w 210l -
20WC KAl KOA?TEPO- Ba ypage.

«Na Ta&1d?2Pw; MNa va Ta&1d2Pw ErVEel va LTT?PXW: TINYO VW AT U700 0€ W?7pa, oAV ATr? 6TABU? o€
OTa6u? 010 a1dNP?OPOO TOV KOPUIO? OV, ? TOL TETPWUAVOU LoV, CKUUUVOC TTVW ATE? Td
TIP?0WTT KOl TIG XEIPOVOUZEC, TTVTA 201 KOl TIVTO lAQOPETIK?, 2T, TEAIK?, EVAI KAl TO TOTT20.
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[.]

Mat?va tag1d2pw; MNo? aAAo? 6a Bplokuovva TOP? L7200 € WAVA TOV 2010;»
PepvvTo MNeao?a, To BIPA?0 TNG avnouvx20¢.

«Kaivo?pioug t?roug oev Ba Bpelg, dev 87Bpelg PANeC B7Aa00EC.
H 1?A1¢ B o€ aKOAOLBE?. ZTOUC dPUOLC Ba YUPV G

ToUC ?2010VC. Kal OTeq YelTovI 7G TEC DI EC B yepv ¢

KOl JEC OTA 2010 OTT?TIA AUT? 0' aoTP?LELC.

Mta otnv T7AL AuT? Ba EEVEIC. IO TO OAAO? - N EATILEIC-
Ogv ?XEl TMO?0 yia O€, dev ?XEl 007?.

2101 1oV TN {W? 00V PUaEEC £0?

TNV K?XN 107tN TNV WKP?, ¢ 2ANV TNV yn tv X?A00€C.»
K.M.KaB?2pneg, H Aic

KaA? avvwaon.
MOAAO?C OOTIOOUO?C.

Szplug says

Humans are social beings, to the extent that those who prefer solitude to the company of others are usually
perceived as troubled individuals, outside of the norm; it took me along time to feel comfortable with being
alone, with dampening the guilt that flared up in me every time | begged off going out with a group of
friends. It is always a welcome reinforcement when | come across a book penned by afellow recluse—and
The Book of Disquiet could be a solitary soul's bible, so powerfully doesit speak in the language of single-
place table settings, corner-chair cobwebs and bachelor apartments. It has achieved pride of place on my
bedside stack, where | can ladle myself servings of Pessoa's wisdom at leisure.

This book's voluntarily aone author is Fernando Pessoa, a Portuguese poet, writer, and polylinguist who
invented fully-fleshed out heteronyms—distinct and separate personalties of differing nationality and
gender—in order to pursue hiswriting in various idiosyncratic shades and styles. The Book of Disquiet isa
collection of the aphoristic prose-poetry musings of one such heteronym, that of Bernardo Soares, assembled
from notes, entries, and jottings made over a span of some thirty years and left unpublished at the time of
Pessoa's death in 1935. Richard Zenith, the editor and translator of this stunning, haunting, and achingly
beautiful paean to the imaginary potentiality of man, has compiled the definitive edition of thistomein a
truly outstanding translation that captures the expressive eloquence of Pessoa and his magical,
metaphorically rich manner of constructing word images to portray his unique way of life.

There is no finer encomium to the shattering melancholy and bracing affirmation of loneliness and solitude
than the five hundred plus entries that make up The Book of Disquiet; and few better descriptions of

PDF File: The Book of Disquiet... 24



Read and Download Ebook The Book of Disquiet...

existential nausea, of the desperate efforts to perceive areason to continue with the painful disappointments,
shadow terrors, and numbing meaninglessness of human existence. As Pessoa—writing as Soares—quietly
and unassumingly goes about his daily rituals of walking, working as a book-keeper and inhabiting the well-
trod spaces of his rented room in the real world, he isliving arich existence within the wildly creative
contours of hismind: as aknight errant, arich merchant, a pirate, avoyager, alover of countless women, a
guide to the cosmos, an inhaler of sunrises and embracer of sunsets, the guiding hand of every drop of
Lisbon's morning showers, the leaves shaken by a sudden burst of wind. Having been sentenced to aterm of
life by an errant universe, Pessoa decided to renounce action and ambitions in what we hold to bereal life to
pursue a variegated and abundant existence within the realm of dreams. As our life is measured through the
archived clippings of one's memory, whether one actually performed the deeds recalled matters less than the
detail and substance they contain.

Such, at least, is the defense offered by Pessoa; yet often his solipsistic persuasions are contradictory,
defensive; and when the mask slips we can see the depth of pain and loneliness underneath the placid surface
of hisimaginary life. There is much repetition and mulling over of themes from different angles, but the
writing is so expressive and raw and honest that, to myself at least, it never becomes tedious—even as the
tedium of existence, the stretching of the soul on the rack of time, is one of the principal ideas that populate
Pessoa's thoughts and entries. It isasif tedium was experienced as a box of chocolates, each colour and
coating, each form and flavour, each taste and texture, mulled over, pondered, drawn out and examined, and
then set to paper as a running record to remind of an eccentric daily pleasure.

Thisis abook to be mused upon and savored, one that can be imbibed in different ways: it can be read
straight through—the way | approached it, drawn into a white heat of blistered enthrallment—or sparingly
sampled over weeks, months, even years. The order the aphorisms are assembled in is purely a construction
of Zenith; he stresses such in his introduction and encourages each reader to create their own sequence for
the collected entries. However the reader decides to approach The Book of Disquiet, they will be rewarded
with the inventive honesty of a hale and wounded man from awork that istruly sui generis.

khkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhhkhkhkhkhhhkhhhkhhhhhdhkhhhhhdhdhhhhhdhdhhkhdkdhhkhkdxxk

I've recently picked up the Serpent's Tail Extraordinary Classic edition, which features a translation by
Margaret Jull Costa, who performed similar duties for José Saramago's last half-dozen books. Distinct from
Zenith, obvioudly, but just as potent and powerful—and the differently parsed words and sentences only
serve to present Pessoa's incomparable poetry of lonelinessin a new light, equally fulgent and searing, just
focussed from an alternate angle. A richly marbled interiority of immanent pain and transcendent beauty.

khkkhkkhkkkkhkkhkhkhkhhkhhkhhkhhkhhkhhkhhkhhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkhkhkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkikx*x*x

Revisiting the disquietude of early modern Lisbon, I'm reminded anew how this collection of Pessoa's
dispassionate passion is one whosetitle is so perfectly matched to the content within that one can sit there
(al by oneself, of course) cushioned within the utter silence of an unvoiced existence, serving as an
unexciting urban renewal zone for migratory dust motes and unimpressive highland anchored lethality for
predatory silken arachnids, with a nigh sardonic set to the tight-lipped, hesitantly-committed smile of
satisfaction that imprints itself upon one's otherwise stoney visage, and marvel at how much one man's
textually decanted imaginative impressions and gossamer ruminations running the interior gauntlet of
unlived memories, unacted performances, unconsummated affairs, unshed tears, unwatched observations,
unwinged flights, ungrounded fears, unfelt kisses, untouched caresses, uninvolved emotions, unexercised
exertions, untasted repasts, unliked friendships, unmet acquaintances, untold stories, unpoured libations,
undone happenings, unannounced recollections, unlit umbrages, unformed expressions, untraveled journeys,
unnoticeabl e leavenings, unhoused guilts, and unarticulated speechifications resonate, to the fullest extent,
with the plucked strings ever aquiver within the utterly empty, lonely, and withdrawn chambers of the mind-
and/or house-bound soul.
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