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A cowardly captain. An incompetent crew. A mission she can't fail.

Nile and her small band of loyal midshipmen saved the ship, and Captain Rima might just kill them for it . . .
one young officer at a time. No one and nothing on the Aurora is safe anymore, least of all Nile’s explosive
secrets or her connection with Domenic, which vibrates between them like a cutlass speared into the deck.

When the shifting tide of war suddenly turns Aurora’s backwater outpost into a vital battleground, Nile faces
an impossible choice between duty and freedom. In a cascade of violence, gunpowder, and lies, Nile will
soon discover who has her back and who wants to stab a dagger in it. To save the ones she loves, Nile may
have to sacrifice everything.
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From Reader Review War and Wind for online ebook

Raven_Blake (dreamy addictions) says

Same Review Also Posted In My Blog: Dreamy Addictions

War and Wind is an amazing sequel and turns out to be even better than the first book. It most definitely met
all of my expectations, and even more. I loved the first book and I've been eagerly waiting to get my hands
on its sequel for a while.  I loved every aspect of this book and enjoyed every minute of it.  I'm so glad there
is more sea action and more romance in this book. Nile and Dom are pretty great in this book. The new
secondary characters are great addition to the plot and they made the story even more enjoyable to read. The
plot is exciting, action-packed and fast paced. It is a well executed plot and the ending left me wanting for
more.

The book starts where it was left off in the first book where Aurora barely escapes from a natural disaster
and later they find one of their midshipman brutally attacked. Nile aka Ash can already guess it's the work of
their cowardly Captain Rima who hates disobedience. Two days ago, to save Aurora from a disaster, Nile
cajoled the midshipman Mr. Kederic to change the course of the ship which meant going against the captain's
orders. When an Ashing fleet suddenly appears everyone is pretty much surprised by it. They receive a
parchment warning about a imminent attack from a Tirik fleet which is heading their way and ordered to sail
at the bottleneck juncture and hold their position but the cowardly Captain Rima changes their course away
from the battlefield. Now Nile needs to get out of Aurora to reach bottleneck juncture but her only option is
the merchant ship Hope which is travelling along with them. After successfully taking control of Hope, Nile
sets on a new journey that leads to many surprises.

Nile is a strong female protagonist with a strong will. She's fierce, loyal and brave. She's totally kick-ass in
this book and I  loved her even more. I enjoyed her character growth. She finally had some control over her
gift but unfortunately, she still has to go through the convulsions. Domenic is broody as always but I still
love him despite how many times his actions makes me angry. I absolutely enjoyed the forbidden
relationship between Dom and Nile and I'm so glad there is more romance in this book. I loved their
chemistry and the tension between them. The Secondary characters are also pretty good in this book. I loved
Catspar and his Scarred dog Rum, Nile's twin brother Clay and also the newest additions Tam and Aaron
who harbors a dangerous secret of their own. I pretty much hated Captain Rima! He's so cunning, loathsome
and a major douche in this book. I  was totally annoyed with Ana, Nile's friend on Aurora. I used to like her
when she was sweet and caring but now she's just annoying.  

I loved the plot! It is well written and Well paced! The story is engaging through out and there is never a dull
moment. This book was so good that it was hard for me put it down. The twists and turns made it even more
exciting. I'm so glad there is more action in this book because the first book doesn't have much action in it.
The ending really surprised me and I want more twins action. I liked the writing. The book is told from
alternating POV and I had no issues with it. The world building is great! I didn't have difficulty picturing
every thing like I had with the previous book. 

Overall, It was a great read! I loved the action, the characters, the elemental magic, the slow burn romance,
and the sea adventure. The book finally concludes with a minor cliffhanger and I'm dying to read the next
book. 
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Sylvia Mercedes says

This is pure action-packed FUN! It's the perfect summer read with all the action and sudden reversals of
fortune that you could possibly hope for.

The characters are appealing and well drawn. Nile, in particular, makes for a dynamic heroine with strong
motivations. She's definitely a bit bullheaded at times, but you're never left wondering why she makes the
choices she does. She always has good reason. As reckless as she can be, there were many times when I had
to applaud her for keeping her cool as well as she did.

Her relationship with Lieutenant Dana certainly heats up in this book. I may have enjoyed the slow-burn of
the previous book more than the thwarted-love of this book. I guess I like suppressed-passion more than
overt-passion in my reads? I don't know. Still, these two were entertaining together either way.

Captain Rima is a PERFECT villain. In that he's horrid. And way too smart and way too powerful for his
own good! Gah, I hated him SO MUCH! Which was great and kept me turning pages.

And I have to say, I really loved the twist with Prince Tamiath. I was all prepared to hate him, but then he
came on the scene and . . . hmmm. He's not what I was expecting. (And, rest assured, he is NOT a third point
in a love triangle either! Definitely NOT. He's his own interesting character, not a romantic prospect for
Nile.)

May says

This book was so exciting I just couldn't put it down. There is a lot of action, romance, and character
development. We see how despicable Captain Rima is and he plays an extraordinary adversary. There are a
lot of sweet, intense Domenic/Ash moments too. We are also introduced to Tam and Aaron, both really
awesome characters and harboring a secret as great as Ash's. I just love that Ash is strong and takes matter
into her own hands, and I enjoyed seeing the bond she made with her friends. Ash learns more on how to
control her power, and she is finally reunited with her brother Clay. The finale where Ash and Rima face off
was really exciting too.

Exciting story
Kickass heroine
Great romance development
Strong friendships

Jennifer says

Nile is busy trying to learn to control her magic and keep her identity secret, but a boat is a small place. She
is constantly tempted to use her magic. When Rima turns traitor to the kingdom and tries to avoid a key
battle, Nile and her band of friends escape Rima in order to steal a merchant vessel, but Dominic is captured
by Rima during the escape. What they find in the hold surprises everyone. Nile then makes some unlikely
allies who agree to help win the battle. Somehow when the gunpowder clears, she finds herself (view spoiler)
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Shelley says

*Source* Kindle Unlimited
*Genre* Young Adult / Fantasy
*Rating* 4.0

*Thoughts*

War & Wind, by author Alex Lidell, is the second installment in the authors Tides series. This installment
picks up where Air & Ash left off. As a summary, Princess Nile Greysik has found herself onboard the
Lyron League Ship Aurora under Captain Rima and first officer Domenick Dana. Barred by her own
Kingdom of Ashing from serving on any naval vessel thanks to her own brothers nonsense and a political
marriage to a Prince from Felielle she had no desire of participating in, Nile slipped into the night and joined
the crew of the Aurora.

*Full Review @ Gizmos Reviews*

http://gizmosreviews.blogspot.com/201...

Jen (The Starry-Eyed Revue) says

Thanks to a really awesome deal ($1.99 for THREE months!), I am now a subscriber to Kindle Unlimited
and as such, I have decided to catch up on some books and series that I've been wanting to read and/or finish
but that weren't available on audio or through my library. I really liked the first book in this series on audio,
and I really enjoyed War and Wind, but it would have been great if the author had left it at two books. The
ending of this one is rather nice and an epilogue would have sufficed to give the reader that longed for
happily ever after. From reviews of the final book, I can surmise that there's a lot of push-and-pull regarding
the romance and that people are still underestimating Nile. (They should really stop doing that.) The only
reason I think I'd spend time with Sea and Sand is for the mention of Catsper finally meeting his match that I
read in one review. My curiosity is piqued, sure. But there are so many other books that I'd like to give a
chance, so for now, I'm setting aside this series, even though I found the first two books equally enthralling.

GG says

I received a copy of this book as an advanced reader copy. War and Wind is the engaging second book in the
Tides series. Readers are introduced to a few new characters as well a seeing more of the mainstays from the
first book. Rima-the-villain returns much to my delight. It is wonderful having a villain whose actions you
understand to be purely selfish individual and family gain.

War and Wind picks up not long after the first book ends. Immediately readers find out about the merchant
ship Rima and crew have been escorting and how it ties in to the rest of the overarching story. Alex Lidell
does a great job of answering some of the storyline begun in the previous novel and adding in new ones.
Further development of the various societies occurs letting readers see more about the different countries and
their social interactions. The magic is further developed and the story takes place on both land and sea



Read and Download Ebook War and Wind...

PDF File: War and Wind... 6

leading to development of characters only mentioned before.

The dialogue and descriptions are solid, and this book ends on a minor cliffhanger leaving this reader
wanting to know what happens next. While there are some interactions of the physical nature, they are
tastefully done and fit well with the storyline. In other words, they fit well within the story and aren’t just
dumped in for a titillation factor.

The world Lidell created is well worth another visit. (I wouldn’t mind a few more visits in future novels
either!) I highly recommend it and look forward to reading more.

Kat W says

Great follow up novel to book 1 and I am excited for book 3! There is more magic, ships, action, romance,
and the stakes are higher. If you enjoyed book 1 you will definitely enjoy book 2. This book is hard to put
down! I read this in two days, which would have been one if things like sleep and work didn't get in the way.

The first quarter was a bit angstier than I would like, but it goes quickly and is relevant to the story. I also
couldn't help but wonder how Nile's teeth enamel and esophagus fair, but choose to believe she has a very
resilient, erosion-proof body.

As the story progressed, it went in a direction I didn't anticipate, mixing it well with a combination of action
and political machinations. The world further expands with new characters and further character growth.
(view spoiler) I'm looking forward to seeing how the story further progresses and seeing how Nile's
relationship with her magic changes.

Camillea says

The TIDES series by Alex Lidell is probably one of my favourite YA Fantasy reads. You can read my
review for First Command, the prequel novella, and for Air & Ash, book one in the Tides series.

What drew me to Nile’s story was the description of the story as a “seafaring adventure of duty, love, magic,
and a princess’s quest to protect her kingdom on her own terms.”

If we were to talk about royal women in fantasy books I often come across assassins, politicians, witches,
healers, or in the military but never have I, personally, found a royal princess who is also a professional
naval officer.

As soon as I read that, I was like I need this book right now and reading the prequel did nothing to dash my
high hopes for this series.

WHAT I LOVED

Nile Greysik of Ashing. I love this girl with all my shriveled up heart. She’s ambitious, stubborn, and a
woman full of love. The latter description, while it doesn’t dominate Nile’s entire persona, mind you, it is an
important part of who Nile is.

Nile is a career driven woman whose years growing up in the navy has made her critical and stoic; we can
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see this in the decisions she makes and the way she handles dire situations. This is what I love about the
portrayal of Nile’s character.

There’s the professional side of her and the nurturing side but throughout the novel neither of these identities
is compromised. The author gives Nile moments to break down, to ache for a man, to play big sister to the
young ones, and there are moments where Nile commands ship, and fights vicious. One particular scene in
the book highlighted this and while I don’t want to spoil anything – it was a moment where Nile doubted her
strength because she couldn’t remain unmoved beneath the cruel act.

Nile is a character so full of heart; she can be quite distrustful and stubborn though which gets annoying but
that’s Nile for you.

Nile constantly challenges gender roles of this fantasy world. I was rooting for my girl throughout! But she’s
also very shrewd. Nile knows when to bend and when to strike.

War and Wind introduces us to a whole new set of characters! I don’t want to spoil too much but meeting
these new characters gives us an idea of the world beyond the Ashing kingdom. I was surprised how easily
taken in I was by these new characters and I couldn’t wait to get them on some godforsaken adventure just to
see how they would work together. We don’t get to spend a lot of time with these new characters as we did
with Catsper, the Spades, Ana, and the others. But they seem to work well enough with conspiracy.

The plot, unsuprisingly, is fast paced and full of action. I love the shifting of setting from sea to land. It was
refreshing to read of our characters out of their comfort zone. This was something I was looking forward to
reading about as I was curious.

This shift also brings us close to Nile’s family giving us an idea of the political climate in the kingdoms.
What we’ve come to know from Nile in the first book is visualized in book two. I enjoyed learning about
these different cultural factors, however, I do wish we could have stepped out of the royal premises and
maybe been given an exploration of the townspeople. I think that would have intrigued me much more and
given a fuller portrayal of Nile’s world.

Oh, and let’s not forget the romance between Nile and Domenic. I just….Please just get together already!
This slow burn romance is sooooo not good for my heart! Still, I do love the silent communication Domenic
and Nile have with each other. Like, you know they’d do anything for each other even if it meant stepping
aside. Ugh, my poor heart. And Clay! Finally! I’ve been waiting ages to meet Nile’s brother and now that I
have…please give us more!

WHAT I DISLIKED

Ana’s sudden disappearance. What happened? Nile doesn’t even ask about her! It’s like she just vanished.
Will this be answered in book three??

Our Domenic can be a little overbearing and overly serious. Loosen up, Dom. He makes the most infuriating
decisions, sometimes. I get he wants to be protective over Nile but how about you stop looming over her!

It was hard for me to feel for Nile and Clay. During her adventures, I thought it odd that Nile didn’t have
Clay on her mind often. I get that she was under the control of a ruthless coward but I was wanting small
moments where she thought fondly of Clay or wondered about his well-being as that would have gotten the
readers emotionally invested in their relationship.

Follow me at Camillea Reads for more bookish adventures
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E.A. says

( I received this book free in exchange for my honest review )

Wow, wow, wow… That is literality all that is going through my head right now. I’m like full of all kinds of
good feels, and in truth, though I know there’s going to be a third book, it almost feels like there doesn’t
need to be. Sure sure, the war has not ended and there are still loads of things that need answers. It’s just;
I’ve never read a book that managed to pretty much have a seamless plot.

And that ending, I could live with that ending knowing where it could lead. I’m giddy because Ash used all
her knowledge and resources to find a solution for not only herself but for her new friends and now family.
She is not only a strong leader, but she is a strong female character that you can look up to. Her iron will and
solid loyalty is what legends are made of. She is going to tip the tides in the war and she is going to be right
there in storm. I love her, I only wish that I could meet her in real life, because being a sailor myself I would
be honoured to sail under her command.

Speaking of being a sailor, I am quite pleased with the accurate terms and research that went into making this
as accurate as possible. It was near perfect. (I say near, because of the lack of swearing.. :p) When Ash
switched into officer mode, I could feel the change in her presents and it reminded me of the way my own
CO has acted. The leadership was just oozing out of her and it was memorizing.

I loved the touch of forbidden romance. It wasn’t over powering and it was a nice add to the overall plot. It
was actually a pushing point for the plot and I loved every second of it.

I highly recommend this series; it is bloody action on the high seas that will have you hook from the first gun
fight till the last.

Happy Reading.

-E.A. Walsh

Natalie says

I really liked this book, it was rather entertaining albeit with some slow moments.

The characters are fun and interesting (though the main love interest leaves much to be desired/ he's the
typical brooding/too serious hot guy with violent tendencies, kinda overdone and boring). The secondary
characters vibrate with life, especially Catsper and Aaron. I also found the final conflict resolution with Clay
very interesting. The Gifted Twins thing provides a lot of plot potential. Can't wait for him to be sane again.

We get some more worldbuilding through the introduction of Captain Quinn. Seeing the conflict from the
Tirik side provides more depth to the world. I would have loved to see less of Rima since he took too much
screen time at the expense of other plotlines. And he was rather incompetent and annoying, not what you'd
expect of a two-book villain. The more accomplished the villain, the better the story would be. Hoping for a
better antagonist in the next book.
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5 stars for a very cool read.

Jaime (Two Chicks on Books) says

I can't sing enough praises for Alex's writing! This was a fantastic follow up to Air & Ash and thank you for
more romance!!! I really thought I'd hate the introduction of Tam but I ended up loving him and the pretty
sweet twist that was thrown in! My heart belongs to Catsper which is all good since Nile has Dom's lol! I
can't wait to get my hands on book 3!!!!

Cassie says

Once again, AMAZING!!! I thoroughly enjoy Lidell’s writing. She captured my attention and held it
throughout the entire book. I sometimes found myself frustrated with Nile’s characteristics of being
impulsive and rushing into trouble, but her maintainable of her morals and values is honorable throughout
the entire book. Even when it hurts herself. I will most definitely be starting the third book tomorrow...well
now it’s later today.

Johanna says

War and Wind is the second book in the TIDES series. It continues Niles journey of self fulfilment and
discovery. Powers need to be controlled, bad captains defeated and wars won.
I'm not sure about this. I still really enjoy the setting and the general plot idea. I just grew to dislike Nile
more and more throughout the book. She doesn't trust anyone out of fear of being hurt. So the people around
her act in best knowledge and faith but with faulty information and she actually ends up getting hurt. Instead
of learning from it and trusting people (specifically Dominic) she blames others until that plotline just
suddenly gets dropped. I was hoping and waiting for Nile to actually have to sacrifice something selflessly
without the hope of getting something out of it for herself. And when she finally did, when she didn't think of
herself first without any reward awaiting her … it didn't last more than twenty pages and she got everything
she wanted. I might be sadistic but I wanted her to suffer a bit before all her dreams are fulfilled.
While general plotting and world building are quite nice (even is sometimes awfully convenient) I feel like
character development as a whole and specifically emotional development aren't really the author's strong
suit. Also, it appears as if the next book is going to add even more central characters. That happened with
one of the last books series I read as well. Please don't just add new characters to make up for the fact that
you don't know how to develop you already existing ones.
One huge plus in favor of this book is the simple fact that Aaron exists!

The Mysterious Reader says

Ok, I'm going to get this out there: I love the early Honor Harrington books by David Weber (and still enjoy
that series even though it has too much repetition at times). Add in illicit magic, put it in the sailing age high
seas and make the characters and writing even better than what Weber did (and that's no insult to Weber
since, as noted, I love those books) and the result is a book (this one) and a series (Tides overall) that has the
same feel of those early books (great battles, high energy adventure, navy, societal and international politics
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at the high end, wonderful lead and supporting characters) BUT in a totally original way (that as noted, and
bears repeating, is actually better).

Alex Liddell is a new favorite author (well, not actually so new anymore as I've read all the prior books...). I
rarely give 5 stars, especially for books mid-series, but I can't help it here. War and Wind is simply superb
and very highly recommended.


