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As a child, Prince Leopold Villeneuve unleashed his aristocratic cruelty on an old woman by the bank of the
River Chaud. On his eighteenth birthday, the old crone returns to find the same ignorant boy in the body of a
beautiful young man. In a night shrouded in mystery, his parents King Alaric and Queen Adele died and
Leopold himself disappeared. For years, villagers are frozen in fear of a mysterious and terrifying creature
that haunts the town at night.

Armand Babineaux, once the wealthiest merchant in the village of Fontainbleu, must secure his daughter
Jolie to the unpleasant but enormously wealthy Quentin Garamonde, or condemn her to a life of servitude
and poverty. His eldest daughter, Mireille, has already married well, but Jolie will be left all alone in the
world if he does nothing to safeguard her future. Once the task is done, he must travel to Port Lucerne to
recover his last ship or face the same fate in his old age. On his return trip, he is caught in a winter storm and
finds himself far from the beaten path, at the foot of Villeneuve Castle.

Armand seeks shelter in the castle, and once inside, he is forced to confront the reality of what happened to
the royal family so many years ago. The next morning, when he picks a beautiful rose for Jolie, he is brought
face to face with the creature of local legend and must make a decision that will change all of their lives
forever.
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From Reader Review Beauty and the Beast for online ebook

Tammy says

I love Beauty and the Beast retellings, I read them all the time. I found this story to be great with few flaws.
The fathers part seemed to be a bit shaky and the author failed to tell what happened to each character in the
end, I can't stand that! Overall the novel was great, Leo is a true beast in the beginning, at one point he flips
the dinner table in response to his lovely prisoners comment. I love that because some authors make the
Beast a total sweetheart...it's called "Beast" for a reason lol. Any who it is worth the read!

Jennifer (bunnyreads) says

This was a bit of a mash-up of Disney’s version and the original tales made into one cohesive story and you
really have to give credit to the author for making all of that work.

I probably should have enjoyed it more because she did include all the things that you know and love.
What held me back a little, was some of the characterizations. A little rounding out would have improved my
connection to them and also helped with some of the inconsistencies- especially with the sister, which to be
fair followed the old tales of her being jealous and spiteful towards our Beauty (Jolie in this case) but wasn’t
delved into enough for us to have any understanding of where the spite was coming from.
Other than that, and a little head hopping at the beginning, the story was pretty solid. I just needed that little
more to make it special to me.

2.5

Country Goose says

Good

Clean and sweet, but I never really felt the connection between the characters until later. It was original with
a few similarities between this, the original story, and Disney. I wanted more of a conclusion to wrap up the
end, but we ended up with more of a "the story continues" vibe.

Jenny Brown says

Jolie's Beast

This was a hard read for me, by chapter nine I was ready to give up and just not finish it. To say this is a
"slow burn romance" would be a understatement, it was more like a snail's pace. I also found it hard to get
past the "Disney" elements embedded in it. In the "author's notes" it all falls into place.... It makes sense.
And to me this would have been greatly insightful to have known the author's inspiration for the story
beforehand, it would have kept me from constantly trying to figure out why this sounded so familiar while
reading it. My hope for a retelling of a story is to have some hint of the basic story with a new angle, maybe
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it's just me but it was all too close to what we know as your basic Beauty and Beast story line. I have high
hopes for her other books.

HeatherLynn says

This book is more a 2.5 star read.

The book was quick and easy to read. It had some enjoyable moments. I liked that in this version the main
characters did not immediately find themselves in an easy relationship. The author made them work at it and
had real problems up even toward the end. Even if their courtship was a mere three weeks long.

The major problem I had with this book was that the writing felt rushed and sloppy in a way.

Gemma says

This book took a little time to get into it at first but once I found my place, I found it to be an enjoyable read.
The Characters were portrayed in a good way and gave a different outlook on the stress of family bonds and
the Trials that Love takes until you find the one no matter their appearance. It also reminds us That a Home
is were you make it and not Where you have spent most f your life. A good read That I give 4 Stars.

Katie says

Wow.... Its all I have to say.

Kayleigh says

Didn't finish. Great premise- and I love me some Beauty and the beast retelling, but was poorly written with
a disjointed plot and underdeveloped characters.

InD'tale Magazine says

3.5/5.0

Sarah Winter's retelling of the classic fairy tale is not much different than the original.

Read full review in the 2016 July/August issue of InD'tale Magazine.

Wendi says
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My favorite!

For whatever reason, I can't get enough of Beauty and the Beast stories and this is my favorite so far. I was
drawn in from the beginning and fell in love with the characters jolie and Leo. I only hate that the story had
to end.

Jessica Horning says

I basically never write reviews. Something special has to happen for me to write a review. In this case,
something especially terrible. Readers, know that this review is going to be more of a rant than a review, for
there is a lot to rant about this book.

I'm going to start by saying that Beauty and the Beast is my favorite fairy tale. I've read countless retellings
with so many twists, so I'm not adverse to artistic license, but do you know what they all had in common?
The Beast became a good person before he was changed back into a human. Seriously, isn't that the point of
Beauty and the Beast?! The storyarc of the Beast is one of my favorite things about the story. This terrible
person changes such that the outside matches the inside. Then he physically changes again when he changed
as a person on the inside (Beauty being the catalyst for this because she recognizes the good person he
becomes and loves him for it)! Not so in this version. Get this: the beast stays a terrible person and never
changes. Yes, I'm serious. But we'll get back to this later.

Problem number 2. The timeline of this story and the Beast's supposed "change" is a little narrow in my
estimation. Draw back the curtains of the story and it has been exactly 9 years and 11 months after the beast
has been cursed, which means he has exactly 1 month before the curse becomes permanent (because this
particular witch likes the number 10, I guess). Only a month for Beauty (or in this story, Jolie) to fall in love
with him. Okay--tough odds--but whatever. Then, Jolie spends the entirety of the first two weeks in her
room, having zero contact with the Beast (who's name is Leo). The reason for this is that she is pissed with
Leo for having the price of stealing a rose be lifetime imprisonment (kinda harsh--it's true). What is Leo's
reason for this harsh punishment? Is it because roses are the only thing left that he cares about? Nope. It is
because her father stole from him. Apparently, stealing a fork would also have incurred the same
punishment. That's really prideful, is it not? Has the beast learned nothing in his almost 10 years of
beastliness? I guess not.

Okay, so by the time Jolie emerges from her room, the readers know we have two weeks before time runs
out. A lot has to happen in two weeks for this story to end happily. After the first interaction between Leo
and Jolie that goes fairly well (they exchanged pleasantries, clarified that Jolie would indeed be a prisoner
for the rest of her life, and discussed how to get to the library), the readers think, "hey, maybe the beast isn't
as big of a jerk as we initially thought."

Interaction number two: Leo walks in on Jolie crying about aforementioned lifetime imprisonment, and Leo
is surprised to find out that Jolie had aspirations of her own (imagine that!). Upon finding out that Jolie
wished to travel, Leo says "I see no reason for a woman to desire anything but what a husband can provide
her." Yes, that is an exact quote. Jolie's response includes the words "you disgust me." Thank you, Jolie
(Side note: the only redeeming thing about this book is Jolie's character. She stands up for herself and is not
some meek damsel, but instead calls Leo on his chauvinistic garbage. I guess it comes with having red hair.
Oh, and don't forget that Jolie also loves the library.). Are these harsh words the worst of their interaction?
Nope. In response to Jolie's starkly realistic words, Leo gets so angry that he steps forward and clamps his
hand around her upper arm before the valet's timely interruption. Never before have I read a story where the
love interest was physically violent. I was appalled. I knew where this story was going. *sigh* Yes, they
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were still going to fall in love. At that point, I had four words for Jolie: Get the hell out. For me, this situation
goes down in the books as irredeemable.

Do these toddler-level temper tantrums continue? Yes. They do. After the two decide to make a "new start"
over lunch, Leo decides to go into a fit of rage at Jolie's attempt to sympathize with his loneliness. Then, he
tells her how terrible a person her father is for allowing her to serve his prison sentence (talk about the pot
calling the kettle black). And to top it off, he rage-throws the dinner table across the room. I'm not even
joking.

Fast forward to 4 days before the deadline. How are they going to overcome all of these super negative
interactions and fall in love? After another "new start" (how many new starts do you get? One after every
temper tantrum?), Leo tells her the story of the curse (leaving out the part about how Jolie can break it), and
is no longer upset when Jolie sympathizes with his loneliness (that's growth right?). A series of positive
interactions ensue that the author would have us believe cancels out the previous three and a half weeks of
atrocious. Since when does changing one's behavior for a couple days signify a character change? Anyone
can control their abusive, raging tendencies for a couple days.

Aside from the fact that Leo never actually becomes a good person, there are other little things about this
book that bother me, including the fact that for most of it, Jolie calls Leo "master" *shutter* like she's not
just a prisoner, but a servant. She is even put to work doing things like bookkeeping for the house.
Furthermore, what is the only thing that could make this book better? Dreams. Nightly dreams where Jolie
walks into a room and a handsome man (who has no connection whatsoever with anyone Jolie knows in real
life) asks her to marry him. That is all.

And finally, the valet, Willard. Willard cares about valet things, like that his master is well dressed. Willard,
basically orchestrates every kind thing that Leo does for Jolie. From basic considerate things like making
sure she knows where things are located in the castle to suggesting that Leo take Jolie for a walk around the
grounds. Willard tells Leo that he should be kind and control his temper to win the heart of Jolie. He also
calms his master down after his various temper tantrums, telling him to "take deep breaths." Willard
congratulates Leo for cleaning his room, which, apparently, is a sign that Leo is changing. May I make a
suggestion? I think that Willard is the one that Jolie fell in love with. It is Willard who is the man behind the
beast. Willard is the reason that Leo behaves with the emotional maturity of an adult for short spurts of time.
Unfortunately, the author doesn't see it that way. Raging toddler for the win.

Hmr28 says

DNF

Amanda Mantonya says

Had some really interesting elements;a cruel sister, a Belle with red hair, green eyes and curvy frame, the
enchantress was my favorite though. However lacking the rest of the story and characters were; I loved the
enchantress. Reading this just after reading The Beast's Enchantress by Elizabeth Kitchens made me long
floorra blending between the two books' interpretations of the bewitcher
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Tina says

For anybody that knows me well they know that Beauty and the Beast is my favorite story of all time.
Compared to any other fandoms I enjoy this one I come back to again and again. Of course it may have
something to do with the fact that my favorite movie is Disney's Beauty and the Beast and I fell in love with
it the first time I saw it as a child. Of course since then I have read the original tale and I happen to love that
one as well. Probably even more so than the Disney version.

I love how this version of the story mixes both the Disney version and the original. Of course there are some
changes. For one while she does have the dreams like in the origin story the beast doesn't ask her to marry
him each night. The chateau takes care of the remaining servants and the Prince quite well. I believe the
reason that the majority of the servants being gone was because they looked down on the Sorceress before
she revealed who she was. The idea of killing off the King and Queen because they couldn't change their son
was a little extreme but I guess she had to make a point somehow. Of course how can the Prince change
when the parents often contradict each other as to how a situation should be treated? It's no wonder Leopold
didn't change at all. I did like how she changed Leo's age from 11 to 18 when he was cursed. No offense to
Disney but why would a child let a complete stranger into his home? I applaud him for doing what was right.
Yeah he could have handled the situation better but again he was a CHILD. With him being older in this
story he should have known better.

I also loved how in this tale our resident beauty is not that beautiful at least according to her cruel sister and
the narrow sighted village men. She is not the slender beauty that most people write about when describing a
heroine. As a bigger girl myself I love when the heroine of the story is not stick thin. Between having to deal
with almost no suitors or suitors who just want her family's connections or her now nonexistent dowry she
has a lot on her plate. Oh and we are not even going to get into the issue of the resident Gaston in this story.
He is her worst suitor of them all. He has laughingly only met her once and already considers her his fiancee.
The only reason he wants her is because of her family's wealth and the fact that he doesn't want to be sent to
Jamaica to work at the family plantation. At least I believe it was Jamaica. I don't want to spoil the book so I
won't say anymore.

If you enjoy Beauty and the Beast this new story as old as time will leave you positively enchanted and
begging for more. And I want more.

Rating: 4½ stars out of 5

Amanda says

I loved this book!!! You can't go wrong with a retelling of beauty and the beast....it's one of my most favorite
stories! Can't wait to read more of Sarah's stuff.


