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Mark Balson says

| first submitted a mildly negative review for this book. My problem was the book | read was rather poorly
written on atechnical basis. It had misspellings, problems with syntax and some rather tortured language. |
found that | had gotten a very early copy and one that slipped through without arigorous edit. | have since
gotten a newer copy and thereis enough difference to warrant arevised review. Hence my revised review
follows:

Thisisone of my favorite authors. | have read many things by Anonymous. Beowulf, The Pearl, The
Autobiography of a Flea, The Epic of Gilgamesh, The Arabian Nights: Tales From 1001 Nights, even the
Bible and The Quran, all by my favorite author, Anonymous. | think | like this one also.

Let's start with the story. It was not bad and it is even unique in some ways. The premise was very fresh. The
content was also fresh. It involves a discussion between aman and an aien. Initiadly, it involves adiscussion
of how differencesin perception frame how we view our world. All sentient creatures have a unique view of
their world based on their senses of perception. This narrative goes through the nature of science, physics
(The quantum type), physics (The Newtonian type), perception, philosophy, psychology and a schemer of
religion.

The story shows an interesting perspective, it gives a context to discuss complex and at times controversial
topics." TAL" developed the characters so that they were interesting and believable within the parameters of
the story. The dialogue was constructed so that one idea blended into the next without the characters having
to engage any unlikely antics to move the story line. That initself is hard to do at all let alone well. There
were essentially two characters and that spare cast of characters allowed avery concise dialectic without
becoming polarized or argumentative. The author used some of the classic examples of illustrating hard to
visualize concepts but with personal bent. | thought it worked.

The story was interesting, but | cannot say | agree with all of it or even understand al of it. But, if you follow
physics, chemistry, cosmology, even as alayman you will recognize that the conversationsin the"TAL" are
the same onesin the various fields of science, philosophy, math, quantum mechanics and so forth. Asan
informed layman | believe | kept up well and found the information believable.

| have also looked at some of the other reviews. | understand if the story was not interesting. No story can be
favored by everyone. | personally will never understand why people read 'Ulysses' let alone claim to enjoy it.
But in at least one case a scathing review held the story to task for not adhering to the rigorous standards of
scientific protocol. The story was scientifically invalid and provably so. It aso used poorly constructed
logical arguments for some of the philosophical arguments. Finally, the criticism is made that the author it
did not clearly state that the book was fiction.

| on the other hand did not assume that the book was fact. If it had been then it should be judged as a non-
fiction piece of work. But that is clearly not the case and fiction alows the author to adjust, modify hard and
fast fact to advance astory. | would not expect the book to uphold every tenant of an academic piece of
work. | was not disappointed by the story being fiction.

| very much liked this story and if there is another by this author | intend to read it.
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Duskwatcher 2153 says

The pretense about a conversation with an alien seems unnecessary, but it is hard to interest the populace in a
philosophical treatise! Touches on many modern physic concepts and popular experiments and attempts to
place them in a meaningful framework.

Very thought provoking. But be warned, dense! Unless you keep somewhat abreast of current science, alot
of thiswill be lost. Worth the timeif you love ideas.

Steve says

Don't get hung up on the alien aspect. You'll miss the point.

This book is superb in insight and information for those seeking to better understand their world. Science and
philosophy presented with skill and humor.

I found myself chuckling while reading about quantum physics. Imagine that.

Why the 4 rating? Cause some concepts were had to grasp and/over my head. I'll re-read this book so to
hopefully better understand.

Schelmy says

Cross Posted From Amazon:

"Now | am curious about things | didn't think to be curious about before. It makes me smile knowing that
Looney Tunes sparked my interest in classical music (was my first exposure really) and this book, along with
the Big Bang Theory on TBS, introduced me to physics and sparked my curiosity into exploring
further...inside and out. :-D:-D:-D. Thank you. :-)"

| had to read this slow. (most of my stuff | gobble up in anight lololol) But this | would read bits each night
before bed and put it down when | was afraid | couldn't keep it straight in my brain (I kept daydreaming
about the concepts mixed with holding onto the story and trying to open my mind to see everything | could
of what was going on there). Sleeping on it turned out neat too because | would dream the most amazing
dreams and the concepts were more clear to me the next day.

It realy istime | read this again.
<3

Sincerely,
Schelmy

Patrick M says
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Enjoyable and thought provoking, Fiction that teaches

Although the story is fiction the examples and questions asked are excellent examples of though provoking
logic tied to excellent examples to make a point of explain a concept. One of the most enjoyable recent reads
| have had. Packed with so many details and information that a second read is definitely warranted.
Entertainment with education a combination that cannot be beat.

John Patter son says

[ fictional (afact only made clear by the disclaimer in the back of the book) (hide spoiler)]

Dan Wahlquist says

A great book challenges your perception of the world and this certainly qualifies. | consider thisto be the
long awaited sequel to Flatland. Claiming to be an actual conversation with an aien definitely limits the
audience. | could not convince my daughter to read it (yet) even though sheis quite interested in, and eager
to discuss, quantum mechanics, multiple dimensions, and theories of time travel. Perhapsit isjust a device
used by the author to jar us alittle bit to open our minds so that we are better able to think about the concepts
he presents. Whatever the reason, don't let thoughts about whether or not aliens exist stop you from reading
the book - it doesn't affect the stimulating ideas presented. The author puts cutting edge scientific theories
together in avery understandable and fun story. A stimulating read. | know that my daughter will eventually
read it an we will have a great discussion.

Truitti says

Highly thought provoking book. | enjoyed it so much. Highly philosophical. Gave me a brief insight into the
possible dimensions that we don't tend to perceive in this bodily form. However, | think | will passon
drinking cherry juice.

Read Ng says

This was a GoodReads giveaway.

From thetitle | expected a story similar to K-Pak. In some respects it was, but it turned into a discussion of
our expectations of current scientific theory. It is thought provoking. Many of the concepts you have seenin
various sci-fi themed stories. It all takes place in abrief evening conversation. It reads just asfast. |
recommend this story. It brings out the nerd in me. | will be re-reading this tale after a break, to get the most
benefit from it.

Kimberly Hortman says
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What an interesting read:) It had a nice inscription from the author since it was afirst-reads giveaway! | like
the possibility that there is something out there and this book made it seem like areality.

John says

Thiswas an interesting bit of philosophy which | particularly enjoyed.

Kind of across between Mindwalk and What the Bleep - with aliberal dose of Einstein thrown in.
I'm not convinced it's an actual account of an Alien visitation - but it's certainly worth the read.
Recommended.

Niffer says

| received the book for free through Goodreads First Reads. One of the things | enjoy about entering the
giveawaysisthat | often enter things I'm wouldn't normally pick up at the library or a bookstore. Sometimes
| find areal gem. Sometimes | do not.

After reading this book | am left wondering why the author bothered. | feel asthough he was trying to make
apoint or to encourage the reader to reach a conclusion based on the conversations of the two charactersin
the book. Maybe I'm just dense but | never did reach any conclusion. Mostly I'm left wondering what | just
read.

| dsofeel rather likeif | werein asimilar situation as the narrator and confronted with an alien in my
apartment, I'm not really sure | would spend our time together encouraging a rather esoteric conversation
about quantum physics and how it proves that there is more to the world than | can comprehend. Dude, I'm
cool with that. So what kind of food do you eat on your planet?

Anyway, | felt like alot of the arguments were faulty and many of them were pointless if humans won't ever
be able to understand these things anyway and if this all was alead up to trying to prove there might be a
God it was along winded and boring way to get there.

Definitely not something | would have bothered to finish if it weren't for the fact | felt obligated to review it.

Alina says

Uh... nope,

If it opens an interest in people who haven't really delved into thistype of science then GREAT! Hence forth,
worthy of one star. For others who aready know even the most basic of all things quantum you'll lose
interest and time but may stick it out because, dammit you're not a quitter! Half assed attempt, any and
whatever attempts were intended, over al IMO

AUTHOR MESSAGED ME DUE TO MY ONE STAR REVIEW
Hello Alina,

| am writing you because | noticed that you read the book and posted negative reviews in several places,
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most notably amazon and goodreads. | am not asking you to change your opinion, but would like to make a
reguest of you, and offer a small defense, not of the content of the book but of the premise.

| appreciate that, judging from your review, you read the entire book. | am disappointed that you were bored
by it, however, since much of thefirst half of the book is an explanation of basic QM concepts | can
understand that this may happen. | my defense this book was not intended as an advanced science book. In
fact if you look at the search categories the book is under, it is under fiction and philosophy. | specifically
did not place the book in the science section because the intent of the book was entertainment and to teach
basic QM concepts and their philosophical ramifications. | understand some of the reviews by others do talk
about how it presents QM concepts in different or interesting ways, but it was not my intention that this book
be for people with extremely advanced knowledge, in fact at the introduction | even say exactly this: that
people with this knowledge my find the parts of the book redundant.

This does not excuse you being bored however, and | respect your opinion. Thus my request is not that you
change your review, only that perhaps you would consider adjusting the 1 star rating. For an independently
published book that does not have an army of 5 star reviewers provided by alarge publisher, asingle 1 star
rating can be extremely harmful (for instance prior to your review the book had 3.8 stars and qualified for the
4 star search. Now it dropped to 3.7 and no longer qualifies. Thisis hundreds of searches and readers |ost)

Y ou wrote yourself that the book would be helpful as an intro to QM and you can see by others' reviews that
many people found it thus helpful. 1 star is the lowest rating you can possibly give on Amazon. | would just
ask that you could temper this slightly. Sometimes a book just isn’t for you for many reasons, but that
doesn’'t necessarily mean it should be rated as the worst possible book one can read. One reader, who gave a
three star rating to the book had areview very similar to yours, though exactly the opposite: It was too
complicated for her: It wasn't for me, she wrote, but perhaps others might like it, and thus this reader gave it
amiddle rating (3 stars). Thistact provides an opinion but doesn’t harm the book so directly, and this is what
| would ask of you.

Finally, | would recommend that you request a refund from amazon, as they refund ebook purchasesif you
don't like the book no questions asked. If you received this book in one of the giveaways for free, then |
hope you can return the favor of receiving a book that took a very long time to create, that was given to you
for free by not giving it such alow star rating as to significantly hurt it.

Good luck in your further reading and don't give up on us indie author's, also, if you are interested in amore
advanced discussion of Many Worlds check out thislink of David Deutsch.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fj\VOSU...
Sincerely,

A.

WHAT | WROTE IN RESPONSE

Ted, Bob, A, Whomever it does concern,

Y ou obviously need to do more thorough research and pay closer attention to the falsity your own brain
concocts. Two reviews on goodreads, only one being a one star, yours. | have also posted atotal of 3 one star
reviews for books on Amazon, yours being one and all well deserving because it is my opinion after al, in
my review. Y our passive aggressive plea obviously did not go unnoticed by me or the other one star
reviewers. I'm no pro but | know what | like and what | don't. The repetitive story, the obvious one voice
executing it all over and over and over...People would be better off watching the science channel or any SCI-
FI movie. Keep practicing and take the criticism as alearning tool then apply it to your future endeavors. |

PDF File: Tal: A Conversation with an Alien... 7



Read and Download Ebook Tal: A Conversation with an Alien...

look forward to reading your stories not yet told.

Take Care,
Therea A

Heather says

Anintresting read. Highly philosophical and heavy on the math and scientific fact. So afair warning to those
who like science fiction but not so much on science fact. Worth are-read since much of it isabit heavy.

Marilyn says

If you don't have a math and/or science background, this book is not for you. | do not and thus am bogged
down in scientific notions that | don't know are true or not. | do know that part of the enjoyment from this
book must be to argue with the author whether they are possible or probable. | cannot do this.

Having said that, | must say | enjoyed the writer's style of story-telling. | hope he writes more books, but
onesthat | can intellectually understand. | will continue to read this book because | want to see if he's putting
me on and because | do enjoy the bits of life philosophies he inserts. | wish he had stuck to these. Also, |
want to find out if Anonymous identifies himself at the end.

I won this First Reads Book at Goodreads.com and | am glad | did. It certainly brought me outside my usual
reading comfort zone, which is one reason | enter the Goodreads' giveaways.

Marilyn Sultar

PDF File: Tal: A Conversation with an Alien... 8



