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When her dating app decides she's a man, what's a lonely lesbian to do?
Jamie Richards is a scientist who embraces reason-- except when it comes to romance. Tired of her
impulsive streak leaving her heartbroken, she's determined to do everything right the next time she's in love.
But her resolve crumbles when a technical glitch matches her with perfection in Claire, a woman who lives
on the opposite side of the country. Who is straight. And under the impression that Jamie's a guy. But Jamie
can't help being smitten. Would one tiny lie be so terrible if it gets her closer to the woman of her dreams?

Claire Flores is a dreamer and a believer in signs, but she has a secret that keeps her cautious about love. All
she wants is a picture-perfect family of her own, but she's never met a man who attracts her. Until now.
Throwing caution to the wind, she goes from Portland to Boston to meet Jay, her online love. Instead she
meets Jamie, his work colleague, who befriends her in Jay's unexpected absence. Claire's heart is aflutter.
Jamie stirs up feelings Claire never knew possible, but how close can she get without having to admit that
she's been lying to herself about her dreams all along?

What starts as a simple fib soon snowballs as Jamie fabricates increasingly ridiculous tales to keep her
identity as Jay under wraps, until a comedy of errors threatens to topple the whole charade to the ground.
Can true love prevail when it's founded on a lie?
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Betty BoomBa says

First of all, I think the most overwhelming thought with this one is that it is all so unrealistic. people tell lies
on line all of the time, but... So this is based on the idea that an intelligent "Straight" woman goes all out and
moves to be with a "Man" they have never met?
And then the other intelligent woman tells more and more lies to keep on with this woman who is allegedly
straight and is half in love with a man she has never met?
Lies, lies and more lies.

The shame in this, is that MacLeod can write, and I will get another MacLeod at some point. There were lots
of good things in here, but the bad points far outweigh the good ones.

Les Read says

Oh, what fun this digital age is turning out to be: catfishing, internet-trolling, and Gwen Stefani finding out
that her husband Gavin Rossdale is cheating on her with the nanny from an unsecured iCloud account. Oh,
the woes! Childhood dreams shattered! As if dating isn't complicated enough, let's just add a fun little layer
of technological confusion to the equation and see how it pans out!

This digital digital get-down (Nsync, anyone?) turns out to be the living nightmare of the protagonist in this
story, Jamie aka "Jay". Half of the novel, I wanted to throw homegirl a life preserver to save her from
herself. The problem with lies is that you have to keep lying and lying even more. This is exactly what
happens when the technological glitch (not Jamie's fault) turns into a Mt.Everest of lies (totally Jamie's
fault). Strap on your hiking boots and pull out your trekking poles, folks. There's gonna be some hard
climbing ahead!

What I appreciate the most about this debut novel by Miranda Macleod, is that the elements of this story are
not presented in "black & white". The story exists somewhere in this beautiful grey space, which allows its
readers to explore their own thoughts on some of the questions asked in this novel (wrong vs right, lies vs
truth). The author also shows its readers in Telling Lies Online that appearances can be deceiving, especially
when it comes to these "signs" that are referenced throughout the novel. What appears to be one thing, can
turn out to be something entirely different, and this entirely different something can transpire and transform
into the most wonderfully unexpected surprise. It's all just a matter of perspective, and perhaps, a little bit of
nudging from fate.

And an added bonus, Telling Lies Online also features a pretty diverse cast. Bravo!

Macleod articulates this love story tenderly and with great care towards her characters, who experience the
first stages of love and it's fragility. The pace and style of the writing are consistent and it's a gentle transition
from chapter to chapter.

One helluva debut and a solid start, I would say. You bet I can't wait for the next novel!
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Heinerway says

I don't feel comfortable reading about a relationship based on lies. Moreover, lies over lies over lies. Of
course, in the case of a funny comedy of errors all this is not only acceptable but welcome. But unfortunately
this story is not a comedy. A fun read? Yes. A comedy? No.

Tiff says

Catfishing will get you nowhere but in a heap of trouble, even if it started off by accident. This book is
centered on a computer glitch that leaves two women in precarious situation. This crazy novel is fun, and
reminds us the truth will set you free.

Dr. Jamie “Jay” Richards is a climate scientist. While Jamie has had a rash of bad luck dating, she tends to
always pick the Miss Wrong, but currently things are beginning to look up. She’s met someone amazing on
an online dating site. This may finally be the lady she is looking for. Everything is going wonderful until an
automated message turns the whole thing upside done. A malfunction in website led her match to believe Jay
is a male, and her profile picture she’s wearing a cowboy hat doesn’t help dissuade this error.

Dr. Claire Flores is a professor of literature at a small college in Portland. She has spent her whole life trying
to attain the high standards her great aunt has set for her. Nothing was ever good enough, and Claire was
constantly reminded that her deceased parents would have expected more form her. Claire has spent her
whole life feeling guilty, and wishing she had what her parents had. She has ideals of what her future should
look like, and that does not include a wife, it includes a husband. She feels a connection to Jay, but if she
knew Jay was a woman, all bets would be off.
Jay does the unthinkable and lets Claire believe that Jay is male. Claire decides on whim to take an interview
for a job in Jay’s hometown of Boston. This is when things get crazy, and it keeps getting crazier.

This novel is light-heated and fun. It is perfect for a quite weekend, when you want to relax and unwind with
a fun tale. You won’t be disappointed!

3.5 Stars

Kara says

“Telling Lies Online” is, I think, the third book I’ve listened to that featured a straight woman being matched
with a lesbian by a dating app. It also plays to the “fake relationship” plot line, but in this case the two
women aren’t working together to deceive others.

In this book, the straight woman (MC Claire) isn’t initially shocked, because the lesbian (MC Jamie) decides
to continue her online persona as Jay, allowing Claire to think that Jamie is Jay’s work colleague. Now, to
continue further with this book, one has to be willing to consider both Jamie and Claire as fictional
characters, with each doing things that are completely unrealistic, if not outright unlikable, for the purpose of
entertaining the reader/listener with a silly comedy plot line.

Let’s face it: Claire is completely unrealistic. She changes jobs and moves to be near Jay, because she loves
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him, though she’s never (obviously) met him. Jamie of course, is actively lying to Claire because she’s the
woman of her dreams. Really?

Ok, with belief properly suspended, and with agreeing not to evaluate or judge the actions of Jamie or Claire
as we would anyone IRL, this is a pretty funny and cute book. Much of the credit to my enjoyment goes to
the terrific narration by Stephanie Murphy, but I do want to chide her (and the author) for allowing some
pretty poor audio quality onto the recording at multiple points. The author does a great job of having Jamie
come up with various and increasingly ridiculous reasons for Jay not being around (e.g., “he” had to leave
abruptly to research penguins!).

I think the author wanted to deliver something along the lines of a Cary Grant / Katherine Hepburn
“screwball comedy” from the 1930s. There are some elements here: a farcical scenario, quick banter, and the
romance develops despite a battle of the sexes. But, Claire is more clueless than hapless, and Jamie is more
deceitful than conniving, so the effort falls short of where it might have been.

With a weak but entertaining story, and a lively but technically flawed narration, I rate “Telling Lies Online”
3* - meh.

Pippa says

Normally I'd give this quality of writing a 3 or even 4 star review, but I struggled with the main concept of
deceit by one of the main characters. I have to say, that killed the book for me.

I like the other books I've read of MacLeod's. They are fun romances with interesting ideas. She creates
characters who have different jobs and are written like regular woman rather than superwomen. So if you've
not ready any of MacLeod's books, try some of the others first.

Christine Close says

hree Stars: f/f romance

I was sent this book by Inked Rainbow Reads in exchange for an honest review.

This book is well written and the author obviously a very competent writer. However I found the content full
of lesbian stereotypical assumptions, even if they were written in an updated context. I also found the basis
of the plot, personally, a little distasteful.

I felt from the outset that the outcome was very predictable and there were far to many coincidences to be
genuine or real. For me there was not enough humour to make the plot acceptable and not serious enough to
make it believable.

This was a book that was easy to read and would fill in a few hours of your time in a likeable enough
manner. Personally I would have preferred much more substance and reality.
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Arien says

2.5 stars. I didn't particularly enjoy this one as most of the book is focused on sustaining the lie rather than
romance.

Marilyn says

I liked the story. It was clever and fun, and I enjoyed the cast of characters. This is a feel-good book with
quite a bit of angst. The narrator of the audiobook was outstanding.

Book Worm says

The book's cover and the title suggest a light-hearted comedic romance. At least this is what I expected and
maybe craved when I picked this up. I was hoping for a Shakespearean mix up like in The Tempest.
However, this is not what the book is about.
Initially, this is all about that: A misunderstanding created by a bug on a dating site - a seemingly straight
woman, Claire, falls for a woman she thinks of as male and a lesbian, Jamie, who falls for the straight
woman whom she believes to be a lesbian. But as Jamie becomes aware of the misunderstanding she is
reluctant, to tell the truth, and poses as a man (virtually of course). What makes her do that?
Is she a notorious liar or does she enjoy the conversations they have so much that she is reluctant to stop or
does she have some other reason?
When Claire visits Jamie unexpectedly because of a job interview Jamie is in a fix. So she decides to deposit
her alter ego to Antarctica, while she befriends her dream woman.
Does she like to torture herself, I asked myself? Why doesn't she come clean? Or is Claire a little less
straight than she herself wants to believe?
So, I expected a lot of misunderstandings and muddle ups and funny if sometimes excruciating and hilarious
situations and I did not exactly get that. It was not funny, it was more painful to see Jamie caught and
twitching in her sticky net of lies. And I knew from the beginning that this whole thing could only blow up in
her face.
Still, I liked it. I enjoyed the chemistry and the two characters were really loveable.

Kitty Kat says

When trying internet dating Jamie and Claire get to know each other. The only problem is that Claire thinks
Jamie is a man and lives nearby. A computer glitch caused the misunderstanding but Jamie is so smitten that
she doesn't correct the mistake.
The story revolves around Jamie keeping up the pretence and Claire slowly falling in love with her. I really
liked both characters and wanted it all to work out for them. Jamie didn't keep up the'lie' about the non-
existent boyfriend, Jay, out of malice, but because once she got to know Claire she was in love and didn't
want to lose her. Claire was in denial about being a lesbian but as she became closer to Jamie she couldn't
help but fall for her. They were so right for each other. But the path of true love didn't run smoothly.
This was a really happy, funny, joyful read and I couldn't stop reading. I love how the story unravelled and
the settings also captivated me - Boston was magical and old Norwich sounded wonderful. Thoroughly
recommended.
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I was given this ARC by Inked Rainbow Readsin return for an honest review.

Lunatic says

I think the part that bothered me the most about this book is that the main characters are not likable. Claire is
a self-denial person whom can't make up her mind nor know exactly what she truly wanted. Jamie is...well, a
coward and a liar.
But don't get me wrong, the author intentionally made them that way, otherwise, we wouldn't have a
storyline anymore. Their flaws are compensated in the end when they finally learned their mistakes and
won't commit it again. Yet, the story is frustratingly unenjoyable with their negative characteristics
dominated more than 70% of the book, especially when everything seemed to work against Jamie in such an
unrealistic way.
The main reason why Jamie lied to Claire is because she knew Claire won't give her a chance. But after both
Jamie and Claire becomes more intimate with one another, Jamie still unable to say anything. It was as if the
only thing that makes Jamie finally honest with Claire is because shit hits the fan, not because she wanted to
tell Claire the truth. Okay, I get why she afraid to tell Claire the truth, it's not an easy thing to do after all.
But...BUT, there are just so many chances, and Jamie simply passed it all up. She can't use the excuse of "but
Claire won't give me a chance if I tell her the truth" anymore. She already passed that point, so anything
beyond that is simply manipulative. The author knew that. Claire said it as well.
(view spoiler)

As for Claire and her signs, with so many coincidences that stacked up the scene, that led to where they are
and how they end up. It is too cheesy for me to digest. The best part of the book is gotta be its ending. The
ending is nice, is what I hoped for, and it delivered.

Amy says

I received a copy of this book from Inked Rainbow Reads in return for an honest review.
This is a story that I probably wouldn't have picked up on my own. I'm not one for reading that story about
the lies people enmesh themselves with, compounding their initial mistake with lie after lie until the whole
thing topples down around them in the inevitable crash that it was all headed for from the beginning little lie.
I myself am rather painfully honest, so sometimes reading about people getting themselves into these
situations agitates me, especially when I really like the character. It's almost like you want to smack them
upside the face and yell at them to rip the bandaid off quickly. So I probably wouldn't have picked this book
up on my own. And I would have missed out on a very entertaining read. Yes, there is that sense of
inevitability to the direction of the story, because Jamie "Jay" Lee passes on several chances to 'fess up. And
you can see the betrayal getting bigger and bigger, because Jamie is using insider knowledge to get closer to
Claire.
The whole thing about this glitch with the dating chat site that Jay and Claire have both subscribed to is that
it seems to bring fate into it. Even though I'm not sure that was a theme of the book itself. Because Claire
seems to be lying to herself about her own sexuality, and the computer glitch is the only thing that allowed
the two to actually connect in the first place. Claire seems extremely impetuous and not really very sensible.
And both are hopeless romantics. So by the time we get to the big reveal, we're actually rooting for the two
of them, and wanting to smack Claire upside the head instead of Jamie. I have to give MacLeod kudos for
the scope of the spiraling events that lead to Jay finally revealing herself to Claire. I was in awe, and that
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series of events made the whole inevitability of the plotline worth reading through in and of itself.
In the end, it seems like Claire's "signs" help bring about a resolution that strikes me as really sweet, and
again, kind of fated. Which is extremely romantic. I would definitely recommend this book to anyone
looking for an enjoyable story with likeable characters. And I'll be looking for this author's name in the
future.

Fia says

Let's be honest. This was very unrealistic.

A "straight" girl decides to move across the States for a 'man' she'd never met and doesn't even know his last
name. Never even heard his voice, doesn't have his number, nothing. Okay then.

Then the 'man', who is actually a woman pretending to be a man - are you still following? - sees her? on the
street. Just like that. Coincidence. First one. Okay, it happens sometimes. I guess.

Then they became bff, move in together, because the 'straight' girl - who is not so straight - has nowhere to
go, then they quickly, I might say very quickly, fall in love, but of course stuff happens, the girl finds out her
online boyfriend is actually her real girlfriend pretending to be her online boyfriend, she's mad for a while,
then another coincidence happens and the rest is a history.

This whole book was such a unrealistic cliché. Also typical U-Haul kind of book, which I'm not a fan of.

And don't even let me start about the ending.

I'm giving this 2.5, but I have a soft spot for it, so I round it up to 3.

Linda J says

A fun read - just don’t read too much into the optics.


