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From Reader Review Mafiosa for online ebook

Rache says

I'm seriously dying while I wait for this book.
Cat is killing me with the POVs and she already let us know how the book begins! Here's first chapter.

I can't wait anymore. All these little sneak peeks and the POVs are making me anxious!! I NEED MY
LUCA DAILY DOSE NOW.

____________________

THE COVER

It's definitely my favorite one of the three!

________________

Okay, so there isn't a cover, not even a title... And you expect me to wait a year to read this?!

I'm used to waiting. You won't win Doyle, you won't.
But please #stophurtingLuca2k17

Sophie says

I received an Advance Reader Copy from the publisher. This in no way impacted on my view.

This series quickly became a favourite of mine when I first read Vendetta. Deeply within the mafia world of
Chicago, our MC, Sophie, now knows that she is a member of the Marino crime family, the family that her
friends, the Falcones, want to kill. She's gone to the Falcones, and Luca, in particular, for help and
protection, now that she has no one left. As she becomes a fully fledged member, she is torn between
wanting to kill her own family members, and doing what Nic thinks is right, and keeping a grip on her
humanity, something that brings her closer to Luca. The stakes grow until it is seriously a case of life and
death.
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Firstly, when I heard I was getting an ARC of this book, I nearly squealed - but I restrained myself, as I was
sat in Starbucks at the time. As soon as the book arrived, I immediately started it, and only put it down when
I had to go to work. I knew I would be be somewhat sad reading the book, as it was the finale, but I honestly
couldn't have asked for a better ending.

Mafiosa is even better than its prequels, something I didn't think could be possible. We know the characters
now, and are invested in what happens to them. Sophie and Luca remain my faves, as they have been in all
three books, and I just knew that as long as they were alright, I would be happy. It was touch and go at times,
but I pretty much always had a smile on my face whenever the two of them had scenes together. I don't know
if I've ever shipped two people as much as I have for these two!

The plot was off the chains. Everything in Vendetta and Inferno had been leading up to the final battle, and
Cat did not disappoint. The story kept me on the edge of my seat on every page, and even with all of the
twists and turns, I kept up. It wasn't over the top, but it was just the right amount of action, if you know what
I mean? I was never bored, and was invested in every single thing that happened until the very last moment.
Everything was tied up, and I honestly couldn't have asked for a better ending.

Seriously, if you haven't read any of the books in this series, what have you been doing?! Get on it, ASAP! I
look forward to reading more from Cat in the future.

Hailey says

Well this was me the whole book...

I was so glad to finally get the third and final book in the trilogy. Catherine Doyle really knows how to toy
with my emotions and she did over and over again during this book. Let's be honest I cried throughout the
whole series.

Sophie was healing, painfully so, and it was evident from start to finish. But the ending was the exact
conclusion I wanted for the series, except I really hope they won't have to run for the rest of their lives.

Final thoughts: I can now say that I know more Italian than I did when I started!! :)

Emer says

And so this Romeo and Juliet meets the Mafia modern day YA comes to an end...

AND IT WAS MENTAL!!!! I mean that in a very good way. This book was another rollercoaster ride of
cute boys, blood revenge, deception, murder, intrigue etc etc and I enjoyed every second of it. Like okay the
ending disappointed me a little because it kinda simpered out rather than ended on a huge gloriously
dramatic bang... But the rest of the book was gloriously theatrical and just a whole lotta fun to read.

Sophie is still a funny MC if kinda ridiculous
I will always think Luca is BAE!!
And Millie is just the bestest bestie ever!!!!!
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three and a half stars

Now what do I read.......

Zemira (Kylo Ren fangirl) Warner says

Once again, I have a message for Luca.

I read it in a day! I forgot how much I loved these books and now the trilogy has ended I'm just hoping
Catherine Doyle will continue writing thrillers. Or maybe even give Nic his own trilogy? I just know I'm not
ready to say goodbye to this world.

Mafiosa is more like 3/3.5 stars but I'm giving it 4. Book two remains the best.

Kate (GirlReading) says

The Blood for Blood trilogy is fast paced, action packed and pulls on every single heartstrings and honestly,
I'm not sure I'm ready to let go. This trilogy has everything you could want; romance, action, friendship,
mystery, humour, brilliant characters, a fantastic plot and so much. I adore Catherine Doyle's writing style,
it's so easy, read and flows beautiful and yet it almost feels like each chapter is constructed as a movie scene.
It's utterly addictive and I absolutely cannot wait to see what she has in store for the future. I went into more
depth about my love for this trilogy in my reviews for the previous I two books so I think I'll keep this one
short and leave it here (otherwise I could and probably would gush about it for pages and pages...) I will
continue recommend and shout about this trilogy from the rooftops for a long time to come and I have no
doubt that I will find myself reading it once again in the future because, as I said, I don't think I'm quite ready
to let go of it just yet...

Maggie ? (Reader in Wonderland) says

*5/5 ALL THE STARS*

This book blew my mind! I cannot tell you how emotional it all made me, I read it whole in one sitting and
couldn't even stop thinking about it the next day. It's dark, questionable, full of action and suspense.
Breathtaking and heartbreaking. This series is truly very memorable for me and I know it will remain as one
of my favourite series of all time! Plus I think we can all agree that Luca Falcone is the best!

Review (kinda) of Blood for Blood short stories. You can find all of them here, on Catherine Doyle's blog!
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Short stories from book one:

➵ The Girl on the Street ★★★★? (4,5/5 stars)
- Valentino's pov

“Luca split his time between being the angel on one shoulder and the devil on the other. He weighed his
words. He thought carefully, with his head and his heart. For Luca, there was the smart thing and the
right thing. For me, the smart thing was the right thing. Decisions are black and white when you think
only with your head.”

“Gino would spend two further minutes ruminating on the unfairness of life and then he would see a
firefly and forget about it. That was the beauty of Gino – the simplicity, the realness of him, unvarnished
and unashamed. That was the beauty of all of them. They came home to each other, to a place where they
could talk freely of murder and laughter and love and fear. They took off their masks. I never did. I never
could. Not fully.”

➵ The Girl in the Dark ★★★?? (3.5/5 stars)
- Nic's pov

“I stopped being afraid. I stopped overthinking. Now, sometimes I don’t think at all in the darkest
moments. I don’t second-guess myself. I don’t let go of the wire. Impulsive, Luca calls me. A hothead. Un
pazzo. Crazy. I’m not crazy. I’m focused. And when your focus is unbendable, there is no cause for
waiting. I don’t give myself time to become unsettled. I am my father’s son.”

➵ Dinner at Gracewell's ★★★★★

- Luca's pov

'Be pleasant.' I smirked at him. 'Be more like me.'

'Do you think Gracewell’s under one of these tables? This is a waste of our time.'
'I’ve noted your opinion,' I told him. 'I’m going to file it in my mental box of ‘things Nicoli whines about
to annoy me."'

“Usually people don’t know to run away from us. I like to make it clear within the first few minutes of
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meeting someone, so there can be no confusion afterwards, no unnecessary danger. Nicoli doesn’t. He
lives in a fantasyland where he is a hero vanquishing evil from the world.
We are not the heroes.
We are the villains.”

➵ The Picnic ★★★? ?
- Millie's pov

“I zoned back in, offering him a smile and bobbing my head gently to imply I had been listening the whole
time and not imagining the two of us buying our first puppy together. A white British bulldog called
Herbie. Aw.”

Short stories from book two:

➵ The Doughnut Scene ★★★★★

- Luca's pov

“We fell easily into the pattern that had become as much a part of me in recent weeks as Cedar Hill had.
Me, scolding Sophie Gracewell. Sophie Gracewell dodging my criticisms like an acrobat, insulting me all
the while. And I tried to pretend it didn’t bother me – her recklessness. I tried to pretend I hadn’t thought
about the warehouse every day since it happened, that I couldn’t still remember the way her hair fell
around me as she shielded me, the smell of her strawberry shampoo, how her hand trembled as she
covered my heart. How she had fought for me when no one else had. How she had protected me when I
was too weak to open my eyes.
In the lingering silence, I watched her watch me.”

“I stalked through the field, scouring the ground for the most colourful flowers, pulling them out of the
grass until they became full and bright in my hands. Back in the car, I clenched them in my fist, held
them like a life raft and tried to pretend that this was normal. That this wasn’t the first time I had ever
given flowers to a girl. The first time I had ever picked flowers for a girl. The girl my brother was in love
with.”

➵ The Aftermath ★★★??
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- Dom's pov

“My mother, who had been standing stone-still beside Gino when it happened, broke rank. She crossed
the garden, ignored CJ as she knelt beside Sara and closed her eyes with a brush of her hand. Her lips
moved, a soundless prayer, and no one stopped her because whether we wanted to admit it or not, we were
all feeling the sudden pinch of guilt. It was as if Sophie Gracewell had held a mirror up to us tonight and
we didn’t like the reflection.
My kingdom for a Sophie-less existence.”

➵ The Fight ★★★★? (3.9/5 stars)
- Nic's pov

“I stood there looking at Sophie as she looked at him.
I know it hadn’t really been a competition between us, but in that moment it felt like one.
And I had won.
I had won.”

P.S. Someone is a little bit delusional here.. But I have to say that Nic's a bit unhinged view of reality was so
interestingly written!

➵ The Look ★★★★★

- Luca's pov

“She rose to her tiptoes, took a step towards me, her brows drawn close as she studied the wound. I could
smell her shampoo, feel the warmth of her body crawling over my skin. I couldn’t tell how effectively I
was breathing, only that it was taking every single ounce of effort not to tug her towards me and play out
the kiss I had imagined a hundred times since I pressed those violets into her hands.”

➵ Jafar ★★★★? (4.6/5 stars)
- Millie's pov

“Fine.” Nic slid the gun off the table and stowed it in the waistband of his jeans. Fleetingly, I imagined a
world where I could push that much authority into one single word and have my brother instantly obey
me. An existence where I could say ‘Alex’ all serious and dangerous, and he would make me a sandwich
or do my washing or carry me upstairs if I was feeling lazy. “Happy now?”
“Ecstatic.” I bared all my teeth. “You do spoil me, Nic.”

“You’re hot, Nic, but your swoopy hair and shiny eyes do not offset your constant, unfathomable
stupidity.”
Luca made a noise that was halfway between a laugh and a cough. “You should really copyright these
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rants, Millie.”

“Nic took a step towards me, but I held my ground, tipped my chin up to try and account for the height
difference. My stance was saying, Come at me, bro. My eyes were saying, I will verbally eviscerate you to
within an inch of your life.
“Why don’t you just stay out of this, Millie?” I think he was trying to go for ‘gentle’, maybe even
placating, but I was picking up ‘patronising’, and holy hell, he was about to get ass handed to him if he
said one more word.”

➵ The Deal ★★★★★ (4,8/5 stars)
- Valention's pov

“He closed his eyes and blew out a sigh. ‘Thank you, Valentino.’ He pressed a hand to his heart, gentle
now. ‘Thank you for your loyalty in this.’
‘You always have my loyalty,’ I said.
He smiled at me, and mine grew in response. My mother used to say it was her favourite thing about us as
children – that when one of us smiled the other did too – no matter what. It was as if there was an inborn
switch inside us. Even now I couldn’t shake the reflex.
‘And you have mine,’ he said. ‘Always.’
‘Always,’ I nodded.”

P.S. Pardon all of the fan-arts, but since I'm such a fan of this series, I just had to...
Fan-arts taken from Catherine Doyle's tumblr page which you should totally check out.

Some (a lot) of songs I like for this series:
Kaleo - Way Down We Go
Raleigh Ritchie - Bloodsport
Mikky Ekko - We Must Be Killers
Cher Lloyd - Sirens
1975 - Robbers
Billie Eilish - lovely
Anya Marina - How far does the dark go?
Sia - Bird Set Free
Sia - Angel By the Wings
CLOVES - Don't Forget About Me
Jarryd James - Do You Remember
M83 - Holes In the Sky
Zella Day - Sacrefice
james Bay - Scars
Plumb - Don't Deserve You
SYML - The War
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Emmit Fenn - Blinded
Blue Foundation - Bonfires
Grandson - Blood / Water
Extreme Music - Never Surrender
Hozier - From Eden

AleJandra says

5 Violent Romanticism STARS

"Whatever is done for love always occurs beyond good and evil."

Mis primer 5 estrellas del 2017.

Tuve un año para realizar teorías de todo lo que podría pasar en este libro. Pero la autora tomo el camino que
no me esperaba y me hizo completamente feliz.

Sin duda esta trilogía llego de sorpresa, tomo el tan utilizado tema de la mafia y le dio un toque fresco, con
personajes jóvenes, que en realidad actúan como adolescentes.

Esta historia me dio algo que pocas veces veo en este tipo de historias.

REALISMO

Si ya se, es difícil pensar que esta historia podría llegar a ser real. Creo que ese sentimiento me vino por lo
humanos que son los personajes.

El enojo y sed de venganza de Persephone.

"I was pretending to be happy, I was pretending to get better. Inside, I was twisted and raw."

Los celos de Nic.

"She doesn’t want a fucking shield, she wants a sword, so I gave her the sword, and it cuts
you up. It makes you feel small and ignored, because we’re not listening to you, because for
once, we’re not falling under your instruction and you can’t control us."
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Y El arrepentimiento de Luca.

"Just because the people who die are not good people, does not make it any easier. You don’t
get used to it. Sophie, the guilt is relentless. It drowns you. It becomes you. It’s all you are in
the end – a collection of taken lives and the mask you wear to pretend you’re OK with it."

Esta historia nos dejó ver y sentir lo difícil que llega a ser quitarle la vida a alguien. Muchas historias
manejan los asesinatos como si no fueran nada, y bueno lo entiendo estamos hablando de ficción. Pero el
hecho que la autora afrontará este tema de esa forma me mantuvo echa un mar de emociones.

Persephone me desespero un poco, pero igual la admire, porque a pesar de todas las tragedias que le toco
vivir, supo salir adelante sin perderse a sí misma.

Luca termino siendo el chico bueno de la historia. Aun cuando jalaba el gatillo o daba órdenes de asesinatos,
podía sentir la nobleza de su corazón.

El final, ese hermoso final. Fue tan lindo, solo de imaginarme a Luca de lentes y todo nerd. Y Nic creo que
obtuvo lo que siempre deseo.

"How the badness hadn’t seemed so bad when we were facing it together."

Lo que no entiendo de los libros Mafia Romance YA, es porque si están llenos de violencia, no meten
escenas sexuales. Si soy una descarada horndog, pero en serio quería ver escenas eróticas de Luca.

En conclusión: Excelente final, para una excelente trilogía. UNA DE LAS MEJORES HISTORIAS DE
MAFIA YOUNG ADULT QUE HE LEIDO.

"I’m just a Disney princess stuck in a Mafia world."

Rebekah says

Its getting to a point that unless the book is phenomenal I usually will put the book off to the side till the
series it completely out and then eventually get back and read them all. However this is a trilogy I've loved
since the beginning and have read every book the moment I could get my hands on it. I've ordered the first
and last book off of BookDepository.com because it wasn't on Amazon yet so I had to wait a little long to get
this 3rd book and it was well worth the wait.

If you haven't read book one or two well now you can just plow right through all three and trust me, you'll
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love every book! AH!

This series is one of the FEW contemporary books I REALLY enjoyed, usually I'll stick to fantasy or
paranormal or dystopian but this somehow caught my attention and I've wanted it since I heard about it.
BOOM! I know I'm rambling but this is me telling you how good it is.

I love the world building and the families and the history behind it all, I loved the twists and turns of the
story even though the ending was and was not surprising. However I'm still very pleased with the ending and
how it's all played out.

The character development was fantastic! You've got innocent Sophie who's life has been turned upside
down and she's lost, angry, confused, hurt, sad and so it's been so fun to watch her change and grow slowly
which I so appreciate. Same with Luca....well he mostly stayed the same which I appreciate because guys
just don't change overnight...trust me, I'm married haha Nic you see him as one way in book one and watch
him change and your opinion change through out the trilogy same with Valentino and other side characters.

There is still plenty of humor and romance to go around that lightens this dark tale of revenge and mafia
history between families...is it really like that? yikes!

Overall: This was a GREAT ending to the trilogy, I don't think I really have any complaints! I can't wait to
see what more this author has up her sleeve!

Click on the photo below to read my review on the first two books to learn more!

Catherine Doyle says

The first chapter of Mafiosa is available here:

https://www.chickenhousebooks.com/wp-... …

Deborah says

3.5 to 4*

I consider myself lucky that I could move straight onto this book because hate it when I have to wait.
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This picks up straight from 'Inferno' and Sophie is wearing more masks these days, she's struggling with the
loss of her mother, settling into her new family, training to become an assassin and by day she's just your
average school girl.
All the same characters are in play, Millie again proves herself to be an amazing and loyal best friend and my
favourite character in the whole book. Is it wrong of me to say I liked her way more than Sophie?
Nic is there wanting Sophie back and offering her what she thinks she wants and needs but it's Luca (I
absolutely love Luca and have since the first book) who really sees her and truly cares for her but will she be
blinded by her need for revenge and lose herself in the process.
I did have several issues the main one is covered in the spoiler below but I also felt the ending was rushed
after what has been a fabulous series I felt while I liked the ending it needed more.
This book keeps you reading and guessing as the drama unfolds and it truly is a fabulous read and I found
myself wishing I'd had books like this when I was younger, it's definitely the kind of read where you're kept
on your toes never being sure who'll be left standing at the end.
(view spoiler)

Jasmine says

To begin with, it's such an amazing way to start a new year by reading a great book like this one. I broke the
record of my many “first times” while reading this book. For one, it’s my first time to finish reading a book
in a day. It’s my first time to feel so satisfied with all the cheesy interactions between Luca and Sophie. And
it’s also the first time I didn’t spoil myself by reading the last pages first. :D

There's no denying that Mafiosa is my most favorite instalment in the Blood for Blood trilogy because the
majority of the characters I like survived! It's inevitable to say goodbye and shed tears to some of my
beloved roles and believe me, it's far from easy to do that but on the other hand, I can't think of a better
ending. Thus, I think this book gives us enough reasons for how the story goes at some points.

***Mild spoilers in the following content***
In short, this story continues with Sophie (view spoiler) and we get to see more of Luca's internal struggle
between infinite hatred and daring love. Both Luca and Sophie have grown so much from the first book to
the third, and whoa, how could you not love them? They're just two pieces of chess misplaced on the board
of Mafia. To my satisfaction, they eventually pluck up the courage to pursue that only thing they truly want--
-freedom---and yeah, yay for Luca and Sophie! *girly squealing*

”For someone who has waded through so much violence and hate, and had her world tipped
upside down and all those she loves fall out of it, I think your decision to open your heart to
love is a commendable one. You know, it is braver to love when hate is the easier option.
Impassivity is an easy mask to wear, but it takes the most out of you.”
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Though the story only gets cheesier than the previous two books, I don't mind it at all! Miss Doyle did a
wonderful job putting the characters' emotion into words and describing every moment perfectly. She made
the story so much more heartfelt than ever and I really am glad to witness such a huge improvement in her
writing style.

Compared to Vendetta and Inferno, I'm confident to say this trilogy is only getting better and better, more
and more intense, more and more exciting. In general, the plots are strongly connected to one another and no
matter how long ago you've read the book(s), it won't take you too long to remember the previous story.

Unexpected twists shocked me most in this book, particularly the scene where (view spoiler). It just came
too fast for me to digest so it left me utterly speechless for quite a long time. :'(

The only thing that helps me get through the saddest parts is the change of Sophie. Man, she's a true heroine
in the finale and wow, I never see that coming. She's brave enough to kill, to vow, and to be loyal to the
person she loves. She's so much more mature when it comes to decision making and she can tell the black
and white better as well. All in all, she manages to discover what lies beneath all that veil created by her
Marino heritage. Of course, she also understands Luca's intention most of the time and that's what makes
their relationship work finally.

” When my dad told us we were moving to Chicago I cried for six nights straight. If I had
known you were waiting somewhere on the other end for me, I would have leapt on to the plane
and never looked back. I thank the universe every day for giving me a friend as good and loyal
and kind as you.”

Last but not least, despite all the swoon-worthy moments between Luca and Sophie, I do have some minor
expectations for other special scenes I'd like to see more in this book. Before I list them out, here's my top
favorite cheesy conversation of Sophica!

I really wanted to go for a demure, perhaps even sultry, Hello, but what came out was a
heaving, “What-the-hell-are-you-doing-here?”
His smirk didn’t falter. “Your own independence and self-sufficiency notwithstanding, I
thought that maybe you might be open to having a chaperone tonight …”
“Do you mean romantically or for security?” I asked.
“Which would you prefer?”
“Which are you offering?”
The smile sloped to one side. “Whichever one makes you happier.”

What I'd love to probe deeper into this book/trilogy:
(view spoiler)

Just go read the book, guys! It's truly incredible and I don't feel sad or bad because the story has ended!
Instead, this trilogy piques my interest in more Mafia-related books!
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Beatrice Masaluñga says

Mafiosa is a terrific conclusion for Blood for Blood trilogy and without any doubt deserves a five star rating.
It's one of those series that started weak but the sequels improved a lot when it comes to the plot, characters
and twists. This finale filled everything I'm looking for in a mafia novel and Catherine Doyle saved it
all for last.

After tragedy hits on Sophie Gracewell in the previous book, she has nowhere to go and was officially under
the Falcone family's protection. She's grieving for the loss of her (view spoiler) and wants a payback against
The Marinos. To prove her loyalty, she must kill her target as ordered by Valentino Falcone, the current
mafia boss. However the underboss says differently. Luca wants her to live free and normal, not tainted by
blood, death and violence. If he has to kill someone for her, he's willing to do the job as long as she's far
away from the mafia business. With the blood war going on and an impossible truce, Sophie has to think
twice because it's either live or die.

I can't tell you any further because it will be a spoiler but holy freaking hell, parts III and IV were
filled with plot twists!! The first one was predictable : Felice Falcone; (view spoiler) The other's weren't
:(view spoiler)My favorite chapter of this book was Chapter 26: Genovese. This is the part where we get
to know more the Falcone Mafia Queen, Elena Genovese-Falcone. The Ice Queen wasn't harsh after all.
She's a nurturing and a protective mother who wants all the best for her children. I love and respect her until
the end.

I love the direction of the story and the characters made the best decision. I HAVE HEART EYES FOR
LUCA FALCONE. ? I can't swooning on every Sophie and Luca's scenes. My heart beats with joy. So
beautiful. So fricking beautiful ???? I'm so relieved by the last chapter and epilogue.

While I'm happy with that, the ending left questions that remained unanswered. My questions will be
tagged as spoilers:
(view spoiler) Overall, I recommend this if enjoy romance and mafia novels or if you're beginning to explore
the mafia realm. This is lighthearted but it contains mild violence.

Nina (Every Word A Doorway) says

Mafiosa was by far my most anticipated instalment for 2017. So imagine how ecstatic I was to find it on my
doorstep on January 30th, a couple of days before the official release date. I swear, I didn't make the
Godfather an offer he couldn't refuse. So, I sat down and went through this in a breeze before the year had
even ended.

The fact that the sequel Inferno remains my favourite book in the series means that not everything
about Mafiosa went according to plan. For the most part, Mafiosa was the addictive, gripping, and
action-packed rollercoaster I hoped it would be. Sadly, there were a couple of things that interfered
with my complete satisfaction with this final instalment.

But first, let's gush and swoon a little, shall we?

❀ Luca. I don't think there's a universe in which I wouldn't unconditionally love this guy, alright? He's a
romantic geek who doesn't belong into the family and the underworld he was born into. I loved that he didn't
just trail behind Sophie like a puppy, but that he stood his ground when she acted out (I'll get to that in a sec).
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Also, since when has all the self-blame become so sexy, huh? I don't know how Doyle does it, but she does
it. Do I think she overdid it with the nerdiness and soft gooeyness of a mafia underboss? Yes, a little. But I
just don't care. This guy is responsible for so many beautiful and powerful scenes in this book, and this series
wouldn't be the same without him.

❀ The side characters. These little shits were so enjoyable (ok, except for Nic, but he was bound to go
down as the buzzkill). Valentino, for example, has some of his best moments. He finally lets a small portion
of his guard down with Sophie, which is actually one of the cutest bonding moments in the book. Some
further history on the blood war is brought to light, providing an explanation for how the feud started in the
first place. You won't believe it but I also really liked Gino, the precious little weirdo. And Millie, of course,
but she gets her own bullet point.

❀ The romance. Mafiosa doesn't just hand it to you on a silver plate. You get to suffer halfway through the
book, watching your ship sail on rough seas. (But pssst, there are plenty of make-out scenes to make up for
it. You're welcome, ladies). The flaring tension between Luca and his brother make for an entertaining ride.
(view spoiler)

❀ The plot twists. Holy Mother of God, this woman knows how to smack you over the back of the head
with plot twists. I mean, some of them she hinted at; others she attacked you with from behind before you
could even anticipate it. The first book Vendetta was so predictable, but the sequels were a bouquet of twists
(I'll take that over actual flowers for Valentine's Day anytime).

❀ The female friendship. Oh, it was strong in this series in general, but never as empowering as in Mafiosa.
There's a point where Millie says to Sophie that they are the true love story here, and I just fistbumped the
air. No, their friendship wasn't perfect. They hid things and lied to each other. But Millie is that one in a
million friend that'll see you get sucked into quicksand and jump in after you to get you out. In the first book,
I thought she was going to be this two-dimensional cardboard character, and though we don't get a huge
amount of characterization, Doyle successfully instrumentalized her to prove a point: Female friendships
rule.

Now, after throwing all the positive aspects of Mafiosa your way, I'll move on to the disappointments of this
book. Sadly, they exist.

➽ Sophie. This girl and me, we have a bumpy history. I was hesitant about liking her in book one. I rooted
for her in book two. But in the finale, she irked me. It's like she'd been replaced with a different person. She
used to see right through Nic's bullshit about revenge solving all the problems, but in Mafiosa, she held a
grudge so big it distorted her perspective on things. Now, I'm not saying grief doesn't mess with your head,
because it does, but I would've expected her to some reason. Instead, she was a stubborn little shit throughout
the book, ending up making me so angry. The ending was somewhat redeeming for the crap she pulled
before, I guess, but was this really necessary?

➽ Retribution. This is me ranting about a spoilery twist, so don't click on that spoiler button unless you've
read the book. I've given you a fair warning. (view spoiler)

➽ Reality check. You know, a lot of things in this series were unrealistic, but the small things I easily
ignored. Mafiosa, however, pulled a stunt that is highly unlikely to happen in real life because that's just not
how organised crime works. (view spoiler) I was expecting Doyle to pull something like this to make her
envisioned ending work, but you cannot bend the rules of the mafia nor the characters' traits to achieve a
certain storyline. From where I'm standing, Mafiosa ended with an unrealistic bang which was foreseeable
but still disappointing.
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Inferno was perfection. Mafiosa was good, if a little overdramatic. Hence, I cannot give this 5 stars which
breaks my heart because I was ready to praise this book from the rooftops.

The Blood for Blood series I'd recommend if a YA contemporary Romeo & Juliet storyline with a
mafia setting sounds like your cup of tea. The writing is rather simple, which makes this an light guilty
pleasure read inbetween dense fantasy sagas. The books' content cannot grasp the entirety nor the
impact of organised crime, but that was alright with me, because the series was clearly meant to
entertain, not to educate. This series is highly addictive, and as a debut author, Catherine Doyle made
immense progress with each book. Inferno will forever remain one of my all-time favourites.

Edit Dec 8, 2016 The short story from Luca's POV is out. And now excuse me while I go CLUTCH MY
SWOONING HEARTTT

Edit Aug 1, 2016 A blood war rages on the streets of Chicago. Bring it the fuck on.

Edit Mar 15, 2016 WE HAVE A COVER AND IT'S PURPLE. The title, though. Least imaginative title of
the series but ok I'll probably get over it whatever

This is how I imagine Sophie in book #3:

"Hey Felice, can I get a black-ribboned jar of that sweet honey of yours? I need to send a message.
Actually, make that three jars."

She will also put that switchblade to good use.

(Catherine Doyle imagined Sophie as Chloe Grace Moretz, so – even though she is clearly too young here –
can we just relish in the perfectness of this gif for a moment?)

mith says

it's been more than a month since i've read this and i've finally have my review up on my blog--so if you're
interested, you can read that by clicking HERE. i will be posting it up later tomorrow if that isn't your thing
though. it's up now!

* * W A R N I N G * *

this review might contain spoilers from books 1 & 2!

I don't know was it was about this book, but I'm just kind of... confused? I didn't love it, I didn't hate it, and I
didn't necessarily even like it. There's just this sort of indifference settled in me right now, since the initial
shock of having finished this.

I thought this series came a long way. I didn't like the first book, Vendetta; I adored book 2, Inferno; and this
one just fell in the middle. Which, considering how much I'd been looking forward to it, is a bit more than
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disappointing, to say the least.

As much as I love Luca, Luca and Sophie, and Sophie (which might seem like me repeating the same thing--
I assure you, it isn't) they actually ended up being my main issues. Luca's character didn't seem consistent at
all. He felt so different than the one I came across in the first two books. I don't want to say he was more
lovey-dovey, but that's how it came off, honestly. Frankly, it was annoying, since Luca was usually a bit
more controlled about his emotions. And I know this could be development but... even if it was, it didn't feel
like that to me? I don't even know anymore, I just couldn't like it.

I expected a different side of Sophie. A darker side, definitely, especially considering what happened to her
mother in Inferno and by whom. I expected her to take action due to it, but it was all talk and no play. She
disappointed me, which, in general, kind of caused me to be even more disappointed with the book.

Now. For Luca and Sophie. Look. I loved them, I did. I shipped them so much in book 2 and the wait after it
was agony. Everything that happened in this book--it should have made my fangirl heart explode in
happiness. Their relationship definitely went to new heights here but it just... it didn't feel right. It was too
easy in the beginning. There was supposed to be the whole issue with Nic--something explosive--and that
was a letdown, too. Luca and Sophie were cute, so cute, but... it's hard to explain just how it didn't work for
me. I just couldn't love them as much as I wanted to, as much as I used to.

I'm glad that Millie stayed in the book! And as an important character as well! As Sophie's best friend--as
any best friend, really--you'd expect her to be forgotten or sidelined or something equally bad, but luckily
Doyle didn't make that the case. Millie was definitely one of the best parts of this series due to her wonderful
character, voice, and overall awesomeness. No matter what kind of shit Sophie was in, Millie didn't back out
or anything--she stayed by her side and helped her. She and Sophie have an amazing bond in the book and I
really loved that. Ironically though, Millie was partially the reason Sophie didn't live up to the potential I
wanted her to reach--y'know, the entire "I won't let you be like this" and whatever. But still. Millie was
brilliant.

I wish there was more of Valentino and Elena in the book. I came to love Valentino so much in this novel, as
well as Elena. Doyle showed a different side of the characters and I loved them to bits. For Elena, there was
a more human, more motherly side to her, while Valentino wasn't just the head of a mafia family in this
book--he was just a regular teenager for a bit, and both of those sides--they killed me.

The ending for the series was a bit underwhelming, I will not lie. I'm not even going to say what I expected
because at this point, I have absolutely no idea, but whatever. It felt far-fetched and it was a lot better than I
expected. Which, necessarily isn't a bad thing, considering, but still.

All in all, 3.5 stars and a whole lot of meh.
---
Haha, might be an understatement to say that I WANT THIS RIGHT NOW.

Amitha Alex says

I don't know how to rate this, I enjoyed it but at the same time not so much.

EDIT: 27/05/16
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THE COVER! THE TITLE! GIANLUCA SLAY ME

LUCA X SOPH AS MAFIA KING AND QUEEN

Snow says

4.99 "casulties of mafia blood war" stars

After the shuttering loss, pain and suffering came into Sophie's life and everything is taken away from her,
she breaks down and falls into the abyss of darkness and grief. Luca and Nic are lingering by offering her
compassion and support but she refuses Nic and falls into Luca's arms. But it's wrong and for the wrong
reasons at that moment and Luca is strong enough for both of them to give her space to find her peace...
but soon after Luca is embracing her, along with the rest of the memebers into the Falcone family. She takes
the oath, she accepts omerta and she denounces the "name" that took everything from her, only to accept
their nemesis' one.

She's a Falcone now

And she's on the path of revenge, destruction and hatred .

I'm sick of being weak and helpless, I'm sick of being on the sidelines of my own life, and
I'm sick of letting other people make decisions for me. I'm taking back my power. It's messy,
and it's dark, and it's scary, but I'm not afraid, Millie. This is who I am.

Luca is the one who struggles against those feelings surfacing in Sophie, while Nic thrives and pushes her
more, lulling her into the false security of justification of those emotions and actions made upon them.

The devastating retaliation will take many casulties, both, innocent and guilty ones, with painful losses on
each side of the families, leaving behind only emptiness and lonliness...

It is a cruel, unforgiving place, where good men suffer and bad men thrive. It's filled with
loss and regret, and guilt.

Luca is adamant on setting Sophie free from this madness, from the clutches of this family, from this way of
life - that is no life at all. Cause she doesn't belong in here...

If i'm not a Marino and I'm not a Gracewell, and I'm not a Falcone, then what am I? Luca
leant closer to me, intensity burning in his eyes. "You're free."

"I believe you're too good and too kind to hurt someone, no matter how much they've hurt
you. That your heart is too big. That your empathy runs too deep. That's why I believe in
you.

but that means saying goodbye...and Sophie loves him, and wants to stand by him, with him and near
him...then she pleads him to leave this hell behind and start a new, with her...
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but Luca will make the sacrifice...for her, even if she sees it as a betrayal.

"I love you", he said.
"Just not enough."
"Too much, actually."

Sophie's heart is broken as she leaves to an address left by her father, the man who betrayed her by lying to
her from the start, but also a man who sacrificed his life to make her safe. She's about to start a new life, far
away from it all, but at the same time, the new address will also reveal the final piece of the mysterious
puzzle, as well as disclosing her father's innocence and the fact that he tried to do the "right" thing in the
"wrong" setting, he, himself tried to escape from.

As the final strike of revenge towards the Marinos takes place, Sophie's inner fears of not ever seeing Luca
again shatter her to pieces, but the human factor still ticking in the heart of the man she fell in love with will
offer them a chance at a different future.

The conclusion of this YA mafia trilogy left me speechless, in terms of being stunned by the awesome
writing, fantastically fluent storytelling, gripping, enticing, thrilling and stunning action packed
drama with emotional hypes that kept me awake and thrilling, long after I've finished reading.

but smth has been buzzing in my ear and driving me mad LOL, it has no crucial significance to the story and
it doesn't change any of the previously mentioned...but just for the argument's sake (view spoiler)

My own perks aside, this trilogy is still the model example of supreme storytelling and most definitely
holds the title of one of the best mafia written love stories i have ever read.

*still has a stunned expression on her face*

Monique V says

This series has come a long way since the first book and let me tell you this book was a great last
installment.

Wow, I am amazed at how an author can evolve. Doyle's writing in this book was on point. It was beautiful
,lyrical, poetic and so well done.

The characters have come a long way. Sophie is still not my favorite, we all know Gianluca holds that place.
He came such a long way and I love him so much!! The female friendship in this book was my favorite
aspect though. We really need to see more friendships like this one.

Although the ending was fast, the book did not feel incomplete. I am very satisfied with how things turned
out!
I would recommend this series to anyone who likes a good contemporary series with a strong female
friendship and Italian boys!
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Alienor ✘ French Frowner ✘ says

Don't get me wrong, I would fight tooth and nail for Luca, who was, again, amazing. I don't think he's
ever disappointed me, and given my usual contempt for this kind of mafia ish male-lead, that's saying
something : he's respectful, smart, protective in all the ways that count and absolutely adorable. Yet even him
couldn't make me stomach the absolute bullshit that was Mafiosa.

✘ The plot was erratic at best, throwing the most unbelievable twists in our face over and over, and if the
whole series has been a rocky challenge to go through, at least it used to kept a semblance of consistence.
Not so much in that last installment ; not at all, if I'm being honest. After we hit the 70% mark, nothing made
sense anymore, and more and more I found myself side-eyeing the endless drama pilling up. Until then, I had
been clutching my kindle and swallowing the distaste I felt for most of the characters, and I did enjoy several
scenes (<3). But the nonsensical drama got to me in the end, and spoiled my read.

✘ Sophie's behavior was so out of character that I'm still debating she's been cloned, or something, and nine
times out of ten I just couldn't stand being in her head anymore. So much that I had to skim some parts,
otherwise I'd have thrown my kindle on the wall. Sure, she did get better in the end, but it hardly lessened my
annoyance. Too little, too late. And don't get me started about the Falcones and the Marinos. I just - no. Their
characterization was all over the place and as it was, I couldn't comprehend their choices and reactions.
Honestly, I got the impression that they would do anything, as long as it was convenient for the plot, and
to hell with the coherence.

? Ultimately, the scenes that brought the biggest smile on my face - yes, they involved Luca, and yes, I'll
most definitely reread them - were too far in between for me to enjoy my reading experience. I'm not quite
regretting reading the series, but god, I'm glad I'm done^^

For more of my reviews, please visit:

Lisa says

[I still haven't made peace with the face that Luca ditched his family in the end to go


