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"I DO...| DON'T...| DO?"

RUST CREEK RAMBLINGS

The fallout from last month's wedding-to-end-all-weddings continues. Did you hear that Claire Strickland
and her oh-so-handsome husband, Levi Wyatt, have called it quits? Everyone thought these two were the
perfect couple with the most perfect baby. One minute they were together, the next there was a poker game
and then... What could have possibly steered these two young lovebirds off course?

Even though they are on the outs, rumor hasit that Claire and Levi have both taken up domicile at
Strickland's Boarding House. We find this behavior highly suspect--and everyone in town isweighing in,
too! So don't pack your suitcases yet, dear readers--we have afegling this love story isfar from over!
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Mindy says

Not her usual engaging story. Had a hard time getting into the story-Claire was alittle too shallow and
dramatic for my taste. Felt her one-sided arguments were alittle irrational, her leaving without really
explaining to Levi why she was going just seemed thin. Her refusing to communicate with Levi really put me
off this book, which is bad since Marie Ferrarellais one of my favorite authors. | was so tired of thewoe is
me Clairethat | was hoping Levi would leave, | know part of it was to show her immaturity but it got old
fast. | understand that she felt the Rekka was her life, but her attitude was asif the baby was 8 weeks not 8
months, and smothering her. Lots of flawsin the story line for my taste.

Alexia says

"Do You Take This Maverick? (Montana Mavericks: Rust Creek Cowboys, #7) by Marie Ferrarellaisa
continuation of the series. It can be aread alone or as a part of the series. If thisisyour first read |
recommend the previous books also as they describe the city and other charactersin a more indepth way.
Thisis Clare and Levi's story. After the wedding where everyone acted out of character Claire went home
drunk and alone while her husband went out with the guys to play cards. She didn't understand why he would
want to be with the guys rather than at home with her especially since their baby was spending the night
elsewhere. This starts the downward cycle of their marriage.

What no one mentioned about Claire's behavior isthat it is characteristic of postpartum depression. After
giving birth sheiswith her daughter 24/7 because she is breastfeeding. She doesn't have any time with her
husband because he is working hard to keep a roof

over their heads. Neither one of them talks about their insecurities and it comes between them and their
marriage.

This book was really good, slow at times, but it made me want to keep reading to find out what was going to
happen next. | really liked it.

Harlequin Books says

"Miscommunication, misunderstandings and a coupl€’ s insecurities are front and center. But it's the
depiction of the heroine’ s prideful immaturity that’s the painfully accurate eye-opener” (RT Book Reviews,
4 stars).

Miniseries. Montana Mavericks. What Happened At The Wedding

Motleigh says

| have never hated a main character in abook before this book. The Heroine, Claire, isimmature, spoiled,
SHALLOW, and just an al around rotten person. She's a stay at home mom who doesn't cook, and isn't a
very good mom. Her 8 month old baby cries and fusses....when she's around her mother, but is sweet and
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cooing with her father and grandparents. She's more concerned about her hair and makeup than being awife
and mother.

in one part of the book the author states "why would he want to stay with a flighty,quick-tempered woman,
even if her makeup was always perfectly applied and she never had a hair out of place? The simple answer
was that he wouldn't" and | don't blame him a bit. Levi did NOTHING wrong, yet this shrew he's married to
throws her wedding ring in his face, kicks him out, then moves away. He deserves more than Claire.

When it got to the 'intimate' scenes, | was hoping against hope that there would be some mention of birth
control, because this woman shouldn't havekids...at ALL. | feel so sorry for the one she aready has.
Thisisthe second book in the Montana Mavericks: What Happened at the Wedding series and I'm glad the
rest of the seriesiswritten by other authors. While | still want to finish this seriesto seeif they ever figure
out who spiked the punch at the wedding reception, I'd recommend anyone else reading this series to skip
this book, besides "feeling alittle lightheaded" this storyline has nothing to do with the concept of this series.

Deanna Vrba says

Claire Strickland thought her marriage to Levi Wyatt was over and done.. but she found out that he love her
no matter if she was wearing makeup or not. she found out he was working hard to take care of her and
Bekka, but they found out the way back into love and each other hearts. | am an hopeless romantic and |
believe in fighting for the man that you love no matter the risk.

Susan says

Good book, alittle different than most. In this case, Claire and Levi are aready married, but have run into
problems. During July's big wedding, Levi got involved in a poker game and stayed out all night. Claire was
especially angry, as she had arranged to |eave their 8 month old daughter with her grandparents so that she
and Levi could have anight out. Now she's taken their daughter and is staying with her grandparents, leaving
Levi wondering what the heck happened.

| felt bad for both Levi and Claire. They've been married for two years and have an eight month old little
girl. Levi workslong hours to make sure that he can support his little family. He has some security issues
resulting from his father walking out when Levi was young. He has aways felt that it was somehow his fault.
He worked hard to help support his mother and brothers, but still feels that he isn't good enough to have
someone stay with him. Having Claire walk out on him reinforces those feelings.He truly loves her, and | felt
sorry for him when Claire went off on him. He had no clue why she was so mad.

| was frustrated with Claire alot of the time. | understood her anger when Levi went to the poker game, but
she did aterrible job of telling him why. She simply expected him to understand. Even when he asked her
straight out, she didn't really explain in ways he could understand. It felt like she was too ready to give up on
them. Claire had her own security issues. She had always been very conscious of the way she looked, and
made sure that she always had her makeup on when she was around Levi. She didn't believe that she was
pretty enough for him to stay with if she didn't. She believed that hislong work hours were because he was
getting tired of being with her.

| liked the fact that Levi didn't give up on them. He decided that he would go where she was and try to find a
way to work things out. | liked seeing the way that Claire's grandfather was determined to help Levi however
he could, even though it ticked off Claire's grandmother. There were times when | wasn't sureif her
grandmother wanted Claire and Levi back together or not. | did like her no nonsense attitude, and the way
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shetold Claireto stop feeling sorry for herself. Claire knew that she still loved Levi, but didn't think he
wanted her any more. Their time at her grandparents' gave them afew chances to clear things up. They
would make some progress, but then Claire would freak out again. | liked seeing her grandmother finally
make Claire see a different way of looking at her marriage. The ending was good, as they finally learned how
to actually talk and listen to each other.

Karen Geurts says

The story was ok. | thought Claire was a bit stuck on herself. She learned lessons the long way. The story
also makes clear the=at in order for arelationship to work, you need to communicate with honesty.
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