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Pine and the Winter Sparrow Rabiah York Lumbard , Beatriz Vidal (Illustrations) , Robert Lewis
(Foreword)
Have you ever wondered why pine trees stay green all winter long and don t lose their leaves like other
trees? According to an ancient legend attributed to the Cherokee Indians, it was a simple act of kindness
towards an injured little bird that earned pine trees this very honor. Retold by award-winning author Alexis
York Lumbard, this story invites readers to experience a world where trees and birds speak and interact with
each other, and which shows us that no act of kindness and sharing goes unrewarded. Featuring beautiful
paintings by multiple award-winning illustrator Beatriz Vidal, you will never look at pine trees in the same
way again!"
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From Reader Review Pine and the Winter Sparrow for online ebook

Miranda says

This is such a sweet, sweet story. My children adored this book. There aren't many books that teach such
powerful lessons to kids, but this one does. The artwork is superb and the message is clear. Two thumbs up!

**ARC graciously provided by publisher via NetGalley in exchange for an honest review**

Cheryl says

Lovely children's story based on Native American folklore

Wisdom Tales has published another of their quality children's books.

PINE AND THE WINTER SPARROW is a lovely story about kindness and also the legend about why pine
trees keep their needles during the winter and other trees don't.

The story is simple and appropriate for ages 4 and on up. The illustrations are lovely with muted colors and
fit with the story.

I will definitely be reading and showing this to my twin grandbabies when they are a little older.

NOTE: I received this book in exchange for my honest review.

Jackie McNutt says

When I started to read Pine and Winter Sparrow, I had expected it to be much like other children's stories,
but I quickly discovered this book is quite unique.
It is a beautifully illustrated book and retells a story that was discovered by the author in a collection of
Native American stories.

In retelling the story ,it has become a story for today, but is written from the wisdom of long ago, honoring
the belief that all things created are sacred.
This truly is a story for all generations, and the beauty of the story will not be lost, but live on in the hearts of
the reader.
I loved this book and will reread it often with the children in my life.
I received this book from the author through Good reads First Reads in exchange for my honest opinion.

Susan Barton says
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I love Native American stories and Alexis York Lumbard has done a wonderful job retelling the story of why
Pine trees stay green all year in her children's book, Pine and the Winter Sparrow.

Although little Sparrow is injured, he remains positive and continues to sing his happy song daily as a tribute
to the Creator. Because of his injury, Sparrow cannot fly south to warmer weather like his fellow birds, so
he's left behind to find his own shelter from the cold and snowy winter.

As Sparrow goes from tree to tree - Oak, Maple, Elm, etc. - he's rudely rejected by each of them. Finally,
Pine gives Sparrow the shelter he needs to get through the winter. Sparrow is so securely nestled within
Pine's boughs; he's fully healed by the time his friends and family return in spring. When the Creator hears
how Pine allowed Sparrow to take shelter in his branches, and how rude the other trees were, he declares that
from then on only Pine will remain green throughout the year.

I loved this book. The pictures are charming, colorful and are sure to capture the attention of children. Pine
and the Winter Sparrow would be a wonderful book to share at nap time, circle time, bedtime or during
reading time at the library. Teachers, parents, grandparents and caregivers should definitely include this book
in their book collection.

http://ebookreviewgal.com received a complimentary copy of this book from NetGalley in exchange for an
honest review.

Deb (Readerbuzz) Nance says

Alexis York Lumbard retells an old Native American legend in Pine and Winter Sparrow. Sparrow is hurt
and cannot fly off with his family for the winter. He tries to find shelter in an oak tree, a maple tree, an elm
tree, an aspen tree, but all of these trees send him on his way with a cruel reproach. It is Pine who reaches out
to Sparrow and offers him refuge. "If you don't mind my sticky branches and needle-sharp leaves, then all
that I am and all that I have is yours." The Creator notes, "Those of you who have so much shared nothing.
But the one who had so little shared everything." To reward Pine for his kindness to Sparrow, the Creator
makes Pine evergreen. Oh my. I loved this little story of the willingness of a flawed creature to give despite
its flaws. And with trees as main characters.

Fictionophile says

A touching retelling of an ancient native American fable, this delightful story will appeal to children and
parents alike.
With themes of nature, compassion, generosity and spirituality, the simple story has hidden depths.
The charming illustrations provide an added benefit of introducing the different trees which are
distinguishable by their leaves.

Sheila says

An ancient tale where birds and trees speak to each other, a modern retelling that invites child and parent to
see how kindness helps, and a fable that children of all religions and faiths can enjoy together, Pine and the
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Winter Sparrow is a beautiful picture book for age four to a hundred and four.

A well-penned note at the end of this satisfying book explains how the story is inspired by old-time
storytellers and a love of nature. For parents, this end-note may be half the fun of the book, learning where
such magical tales come from. But for children it’s the story that counts, and in this tale, “Each morning
Sparrow greeting the Creator with a joyful song” makes for a beautiful first page.

All is well until winter approaches, when the broken-winged bird can’t fly away. Instead he asks the trees to
shelter him. Gorgeous pastel pictures reveal the different leaves and shades of the forest, inviting readers to
investigate their own neighborhood. But in the end it’s the pine who offers unexpected nurture, beautifully
rewarded.

Lovingly illustrated, simply and smoothly told with lyrical language and sentences easily read, this is a great
book for a child to grow older with, and it’s highly recommended.

Disclosure: I was lucky enough to be given a free copy by the publisher and I offer my honest review.

Sarah says

'Read Now' on NetGalley here - https://www.netgalley.com/catalog/sho...

(Source: I was able to view a digital galley of this book for free on a read-to-review basis. Thanks to Wisdom
Tales and NetGalley.)

This was a sweet little story about a bird who couldn't fly south because of an injured wing, who then asked
different trees in the forest for a place to live over winter.
This came across as a bit of a 'good samaritan' type story to me, where lots of trees didn't want to help the
poor sparrow, all except the one who did.

Robin Friedman says

Sparrow With A Broken Wing

No good deed goes unpunished according to the cynics. But this lovely book children's book, "Pine and the
Winter Sparrow", sets the matter right by showing that acts of charity and kindness receive their due reward.
The book is a retelling of an Indian legend by author Alexis York Lumbard, with pastel illustrations by
Beatriz Vidal. Robert Lewis, a Cherokee, Navajo, and Apache storyteller, wrote a Foreword.

Set in a wintry forest of long ago, the little story tells of Sparrow who injured his wing and seeks refuge in a
tree while his family flies South. The trees give Sparrow a chilly reception with the exception of Pine who
welcomes Sparrow with the words: "If you don't mind my sticky branches and my needle-sharp leaves, then
all that I am and all that I have is yours." The Creator later rewards Pine for his generosity by allowing him,
alone of the trees in the forest, to keep his leaves through the Winter.

The story is simply told with beautiful illustrations of the birds and of the snow-covered forest. The little
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book is particularly appropriate for a cold snowy day. Children between four and eight are the intended
audience for the book but the book will inspire their elders as well. As Robert Lewis points out, telling a
story turns a "timeless tale into a living, breathing experience for an audience." This little book may inspire
its readers to, in Lewis' words, "become your own storyteller".

The publisher of this book Wisdom Tales, kindly sent me a review copy. Wisdom Tales publishes books for
children with broad-based religious, spiritual and ethical themes, including "Everyone Prays: Celebrating
Faith Around the World" an earlier much-praised book by author Alexis York Lumbard.

Robin Friedman

Donna Maguire says

A lovely little story about how the pine tree remains green told from a traditional folklore tale. The book is
beautifully illustrated and it would be suitable for all young children, the book has a range of 4-7 years of age
but I think that the sparrow would draw in younger children too and the book has a valuable lesson they
could learn and pictures sometimes tell it in the best way. I received a copy of this book in exchange for an
honest review from the publishers via NetGalley.

Carla Johnson-Hicks says

What a wonderful story with a great lesson. Alexis York Lumbard retells an old Native American legend in
Pine and Winter Sparrow. Sparrow is hurt and cannot fly off with his family for the winter. He tries to find
shelter in an oak tree, a maple tree, an elm tree, an aspen tree, but all of these trees send him on his way
without so much as a rest. It is Pine who reaches out to Sparrow and offers him refuge. "If you don't mind
my sticky branches and needle-sharp leaves, then all that I am and all that I have is yours." The Creator
notes, "Those of you who have so much shared nothing. But the one who had so little shared everything." To
reward Pine for his kindness to Sparrow, the Creator makes Pine green all year round. Beautiful illustrations
round out this wonderful story.

I received a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.

Victoria Brinius says

This is a great story that explains why pine trees are the only trees to stay green during the winter. I also
thought that is why we use pine trees for Christmas trees. I also think that this story has a great moral of
helping others, especially those that are less fortunate then you are, The pictures were really pretty and I
enjoyed the changing seasons. This is a great book for kids! I am giving this book a 5/5. I was given a copy
to review via Wisdom Tales, however all opinions are my own.
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Jacqueline says

This pourquoi tale has been a favorite of mine for years. I always loved hearing storytellers share it with
children and I told it during library storytimes myself. I was delighted to see this folktale finally appear in
picture book form. The telling is just right for preschool children and the illustrations are lovely. The
foreword by Robert Lewis provides a beautiful mood for entering the book. Altogether charming!

Melissa says

I picked this one up from *Netgalley. I thought it would be nice to read a "winter" book in the summer. You
know give the illusion of coolness...or Christmas in July kinda of thing.

The book is about a sparrow who has injured his wing. He cannot migrate with the rest of his family so he
tries to find a place to live through the winter. He approaches tree after tree but they all turn him away. Pine
is the only one that accepts him. That is why pines stay green all winter long.

Ok so I hate having to be so honest but this book really was not for me. Normally I love retellings of
different stories from different cultures. Hence why I do Thursday's Tales with CarolsNotebook. There was
just something very off putting about this. It read more like Christian Children's Fiction than it did of a native
american story.

That being said the illustrations were great. I loved how the pine tree needles almost looked like feathers. It
was pretty to look at.

As for my son...well I think he picked up on my squirming during this book and I think his reaction to it was
affected by my reaction to it. So I'm having a hard time gauging what this one is actually rated at.

I'm going to go with a middle of the road 3 out of 5 stars.

*I received a free copy of this ebook from Netgalley in exchange for my honest opinion
**This book was read with my special needs son who is severely learning disabled. The review reflects not
only my opinion but his as well

CatchTheseWords says
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This was a very short story for children aged 4-7, though, I believe it would be appropriate for some younger
children too.

It is a retelling of why trees lose their leaves in winter, inspired by native American stories.

I think it's a great way of teaching children about the importance of kindness to one another and how by
turning people away and being unkind nobody benefits. The language used is very simple, so it would be
good for children who are learning to read with the help of someone else. I think it could either be used with
a group of children, to then discuss why kindness is so important, or individually with a child.

I was given a copy of this book in exchange for an honest review.


