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Nothing could keep Christopher and Rebecca apart: not her abusive parents, or even the fiancé she brought
home after running away to England. But when World War II finally strikes the island of Jersey, the Nazi
invaders ship Rebecca to Europe as part of Hitler's Final Solution against the Jewish population.
After Christopher and his family are deported back to their native Germany, he volunteers for the Nazi SS,
desperate to save the woman he loves. He is posted to Auschwitz and finds himself put in control of the
money stolen from the victims of the gas chambers. As Christopher searches for Rebecca, he struggles to not
only maintain his cover, but also the grip on his soul. Managing the river of tainted money flowing through
the horrific world of Auschwitz may give him unexpected opportunities. But will it give him the strength to
accept a brave new fate that could change his life--and others' lives--forever?
Revised edition: This edition of Finding Rebecca includes editorial revisions.

Please note: Any typos or anachronistic language mentioned in reviews below referred to previous
editions of this book before editorial revisions took place.
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Michele Whitecotton says

This book was like a rare gem that you aren't looking for, but just stumble across by mistake. I had never
heard of it or the author before and it showed up on the free kindle book list one day. I'm usually not a fan of
love stories but I'm facinated by the Holocaust so I decided to give it a shot and it turned into one of the best
books I've read in a long time. It wasn't a cheesy-romance kind of love story, it was a beautiful heartbreaking
love story that spans several decades. It literally breaks your heart. It starts out when they are children and
progresses through one obstacle after another. I think the message here is that love can withstand even under
the most dire of circumstances. Aside from the love story, this book is also a history lesson. It goes through
the motions of WW2 and eventually ends up at Auschwitz. It gives a first person look at the camp thru the
eyes of the SS. It describes the monstrosities of everyday life at the camp being told by someone who hates
every minute of it. The character, Christopher, shows us the lies, the death, the complete disregard of human
life while struggling with all of it. Unlike the other SS men, he hates everything about it and is only there for
one reason....to find Rebecca. I would give this book 100 stars if I could. I can't possibly stress enough how
wonderful this book was or how much I loved it. It was stellar and I highly recommend it.

Alona says

So, I thought I am doomed to automatically love any WWII book...
In this book I did not feel the connection between the two MCs and I could not feel for them the way I
should have.
The story line, of a Jewish girl and a German, childhood friends, that falls in love and what happens to them
during WWII, should have captivated me, but it failed to do so.
It got better at around 80% but then it failed, for me again, with an ending that was rushed and not as
emotionally right for the story.
Shame :(

Amanda says

I can handle implausible if it's well written, and I can handle bad writing if there's a good plot. This was
completely unbelievable, flat/one-dimensional characters, and painfully cliched, stilted, and disjointed.
Really don't know why I finished it, except for my compulsive nature.

Sharon Jones says

Lately I have been interested in history/fiction novels and specifically those about WWI and WWII. My
education as a young girl was deficient in the history past Christopher Columbus and very deficient
regarding European history.

I have read a number of books trying to ascertain why the wars began; what brought people to that place,
what motivated them and what their lives were. Now that I have read enough to allow me the knowledge of
the why, I now want to read about people and their experiences in a fictional setting.
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Finding Rebecca was a real eye-opener as to the make up of the SS and the reaction of the Germans to what
they found to be happening during the "rein" of Hitler. This was a hard to put down book with characters that
had moral strength beyond what one would assume would be present. The lead character, Christopher, a
misplaced German who became an SS officer, was an individual with only one commitment; to find his lost
love. As life would have it, one cannot achieve just one goal without stumbling across other challenges and
this was met by Christopher with astounding strength.

I was horrified by what was done as this story went into far more detail than I had ever experienced before. I
was not looking for the horror of what had happened, just an insight as to how people managed to exist and
move forward.

This story had an underlying theme representing the love of two people but more poiginant was how they
dealt with life during and after the war.

I would recommend this book if one is trying to see into the "soul" shall we say of individuals during
difficult and impossible times.

Ange H says

THIS REVIEW CONTAINS SPOILERS
This was an infuriating book. The concept was fascinating; but it contains a central plot hole that is so huge,
and bothered me so much, that I forced myself to finish just to see if the author explained it somehow. He did
not.

The story focuses on Christopher and Rebecca, who have known each other since their childhood growing up
on an island off the coast of England. He is German, she is Jewish. Besides the plot hole mentioned, the love
story between them lacked heat and didn’t provide the emotional core needed.

These two main characters continually act in ways that threaten not just their own best interests, but their
survival. As the Nazi occupation spreads toward them, Rebecca refuses to leave for a safer location to wait
out the war, as Christopher keeps asking her to do. Christopher and his father, as German nationals, are
pressed into service for the Fatherland when the takeover finally comes. With this cover, they are able to
keep Rebecca hidden - until she idiotically takes it upon herself to march down to Nazi headquarters and
register as a Jew, putting both herself and her protectors in danger. She is quickly deported.

Christopher is devastated by the loss of the love of his life. He and his father are at least suspected to have
hidden a Jew, and although they lose their assignments they are not punished more harshly, which doesn’t
ring true based on what we know of Hitler’s regime. But even more incredible, when we next meet
Christopher, he has somehow risen through the Nazi ranks and scored a plumb assignment at the Auschwitz
concentration camp. His plan is to find Rebecca and bring her to Auschwitz so he can save her.

It would seem to be obvious to absolutely EVERYONE in the world except for Christopher, that he needed
to make sure he had lots and lots of allies within the extremely corruptible walls of Auschwitz. He was put in
charge of “Canada,” the part of the camp responsible for receiving the inmates and collecting all valuable,
which put him in an ideal position to bribe and grease all the palms that would be needed for his audacious
plot to have any chance of success.

This is where the huge plot hole I mention comes in. Instead, of capitalizing on this golden opportunity, he
soon notices that everyone in camp is skimming off their share of the loot. So he establishes strict new
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procedures and organizes raids to weed out all the cheating. Why for the love of God would Christopher do
this? It turns everyone in the camp into his mortal enemy and ensures that every other SS officer was
watching him like a hawk, out to get him in any way possible. Besides dooming his plan to save Rebecca,
this fatal miscalculation on his part directly led to the death of the little girl, Anka, who had miraculously
survived the gas chamber and was being hidden by the inmates. In the larger sense, why should he care if the
guards were taking money? All that Christopher accomplished was to ensure that MORE money would get
to Hitler, thus potentially prolonging the war he hated This enormous void of logic made the book, in my
opinion, a complete failure.

❤Marie Gentilcore says

I am so glad to have won this from Goodreads First Reads! It was an excellent book that I enjoyed very
much even though it was sad to read about the atrocities at the concentration camp. The story starts out
harshly with Christopher as an SS officer at Auschwitz. Then, we are taken to the beginning when a young
Christopher first meets Rebecca on the isle of Jersey. Theirs is a deep friendship and love, but outside forces
strive to keep them apart, first Christopher's father and then World War II when Rebecca who is Jewish is
sent for relocation. As the story progresses we learn why Christopher became an SS officer and all that he
has done to find his beloved Rebecca. This was a beautifully written book. I look forward to more by this
author.

Stephanie says

I have to say that I was moved to tears and anguish at the atrocities of the Nazi Camps that are described in
this story. The authors does not hold back on the brutality and utter evil of the Nazi SS. This is probably the
most profound, emotional historical fiction book on World War II that I have read in a long time. At first I
had to take the story in small dosages. Not because it wasn’t written well. Quite the contrary. The story was
told so well that as I said above, I was moved to tears…

Each character in the book played an important role in the story and Christopher’s courage and honor to find
Rebecca is extraordinary. What he witnessed and had to endure in Auschwitz will be forever stamped on my
soul.

One can tell when reading this story that the authors detail to the Nazi Camps are extremely well researched
and I admire the authors attention to the history of how the Nazi’s fooled for a time or deceived-if you will-
all for their evil gain. Even many of the Nazi were brainwashed and really thought what they were doing was
right. There was much I have to admit I didn’t know about and it was brought to light in this book.

I will remember this story for a long time to come and I highly recommend it.

Stephanie M. Hopkins

Krista says

I wanted to like this book, I really did. I've read a lot of WWII historical fiction novels, I don't think I've ever
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rated one a one star before. Until now that is....

This book had such great potential, however, the characters had no depth, no feeling. They read like robotic
characters with no emotion. The relationships in the book, whether it be a parent, a love interest, a fiancé, a
spouse, an abusive parent, had no emotion. It was like the author was trying to purposely put no emotion in
his book.

Then, I couldn't understand, one of the main characters Rebecca. She didn't care about anything. There is a
war going on around her, (an emotionless war according to the author). People are telling her there are
people/Jews starving, dying, being taken away. Rebecca is Jewish. Still she is a brain-less idiot about the
war. "I want this to be over" she says, "I want to ride my bike", "I want to live my life" and darn it, "I don't
care if they take me away or kill me". Ok, well if they take you away or kill you, you can't do those things! "I
will be safe", "what's the worst they can do", "I want to live", "I want to be here", "I want to have a life" she
says. Really? You do understand what everyone is telling you right? There is a war going on!!!!!!! There is
people/Jews being taken away and killed... "I want to ride my bike"!!! Oh my goodness really, you are void
of emotion. Even a lack of caring for yourself. It's like the lights are on but no one is home or listening or
seeing! It's very annoying.....
Then when you think she can't be less unrealistic in this setting. She has an unrealistic relationship with her
abusive father. One second she left because she can't be beaten anymore, then she is back to live with him,
then she leaves, then she loves her abusive father no matter what, enough to risk her life to warn him (oh
wait she doesn't care, eye roll). She is not only void of emotion, unrealistic, now add a confused over grown
child that cannot make her mind up if she was abused or not? I think the author really needs to research
people who are abused in life and how they really act. Also fear, Rebecca is fearless. Not in a good way, but
that is not surprising with a girl with no emotions.

By now you know all the reasons why I don't like this book and had to stop reading it. Oh, wait there is 1
more! This is the first WWII book that drags and drags and just when you think it can't drag anymore....your
asleep!

Overall, I tried to make it to half way through, to give it a better review. But the further I got in the less I
couldn't stand it! I want to add a song to this book, Mr. Roboto!!! (for all you 80's fans) Words of advice
historical fiction fans, save your money and your time.

Sarah says

Wow! What a diamond of a book! It's powerful in its Holocaust brutality, in its vivid emotions, and
characters. If you're going to read any fictional book on the Holocaust, make it this one. To me, it's the
epitome of what a Holocaust fictional book should be.

Now that mention of Holocaust brutality... Definitely keep that in mind while reading this. This book pulls
no punches. It portrays the Holocaust exactly the way it was, with all the violence and evil that conveys.
From gassings, shootings, and the destruction of miracles/hope, this book will tear your heart out, stomp on it
for awhile, then give it back to you with some duck tape for good measure. So read with caution.

That being said, the overall message of hope and love in this book makes up for the extremes it goes to in
portraying the Holocaust. Through Rebecca's and Christopher's love story and the story of how Christopher
is able to keep his humanity and save others, the reader gets a glimpse at how bright the human spirit can
shine, even during the horrors of the Holocaust.
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Even though Rebecca isn't even physically present for a good half or more of the book, her presence as
Christopher's motivation and her "spirit" keep her front and center in the minds of the reader. I liked that
their relationship never got the pat happy ending that is so common in so many books. Even towards the end
after the Holocaust has been survived and post-WWII Europe has scarred our individuals, there are still
bumps in the road to happiness and a full relationship. Yet for all that, the love these two share is timeless
and soul-deep. This is a romance for the ages.

The struggles Christopher goes through to weave his way through horrors and mind-numbing evil is the meat
of the story for me. I felt for him during every confrontation with the Final Solution and every failed rescue
attempt (prepare the tissues, peeps!). His triumphs are all the more sweeter for these horrific failures.
Christopher's constant fight to keep those he can safe and to somehow balance out the horrors of the
Holocaust with his light is a story I never got tired of reading.

One last note I have to point out is the author's efforts at historical research. Not only does the author plop
his readers down directly into Auschwitz and Nazi-occupied Jersey through historical detail and atmosphere
(though there's plenty of that!), but he incorporates actual historical events into the narrative. I've personally
read about/heard about two distinct events in Auschwitz that really brought this novel home to me, to know
these events actually happened (though maybe not exactly as written in this novel) just hit me in the gut.
Fantastic job on the research, Eoin!

I can't get enough of this novel. Though incredible historical research, a vivid and realistic portrayal of the
Holocaust, and characters/romance that stay with the reader, this book is destined for the favorites shelf. It
comes highly recommended if you're looking for a Holocaust historical novel to enjoy and think about.

Becky says

I'll read most anything about World War II and the Holocaust, specifically, because I find it morbidly
fascinating. So obviously this book was appealing and with the good reviews, I figured it would be a win.

This book is about Christopher, a German national living on an island that is considered Great Britain's
territory, and Rebecca, a Jewish national. They meet as children and develop a close friendship sustained
throughout the years, and Christopher's family becomes Rebecca's replacement family in lieu of her often
drunk, abusive parents. Rebecca eventually leaves the island to escape their treatment, but eventually returns
to reunite with Christopher. This is right around the time Germany takes over the island they're living on, and
while Christopher tries to protect her, eventually Rebecca is registered as a Jew and is forcibly removed from
the island. When Christopher learns that she would have been sent to a concentration camp, he pulls some
strings to get himself sent to Auschwitz as an SS officer. While there he desperately searches for Rebecca
while trying to maintain his sense of self and help as many Jews as he can. But will he find Rebecca alive,
and even if he does, will she be the same Rebecca who left?

I found sections of this book to be very moving and well-written; specifically the descriptions of the
concentration camps and the treatment of the prisoners. I felt the love story between Christopher and
Rebecca to be a bit stilted and awkward, and although it was supposed to be the focal point of the book, I got
much more enjoyment out of Christopher's time at the concentration camp and his efforts to aid the Jews in
his care. It seemed as though the author themselves felt more at east with the historical fiction writing than
the love story.

Would still recommend for those interested in World War 2 fiction!
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Julie Dalrymple says

I came across this book by accident and it pulled me in from the beginning. It's a gorgeous, heartbreaking
story, difficult to read, but ultimately thoroughly satisfying. It's a story that will stick with you, make you
appreciate all you have in life and provide a better understanding of the horrors that took place during the
holocaust.

Nicole Overmoyer says

Eoin Dempsey’s historical novel FINDING REBECCA is the sort of book you really want to be real. You
want to have some confidence that a real human being somewhere in time did the things that the character
he’s created did in the time and place he put them. But even knowing that Dempsey’s creation is fictional,
that these things are products of imagination put into a series of real events – this is enough to remind you
that life isn’t always cut and dry and still, in the end, sometimes the good guys come out on top.

World War II fiction can be tricky. Authors run the risk of seeming too careless with some of the darkest
moments in human history. Novels that aren’t researched are easy to spot by anyone who pays attention.
Dempsey is neither careless nor uninformed.

Yes, it seems a little extreme that a German-born boy on of the isle of Jersey might fall in love with a Jewish
girl just as the Nazi rise to power. Yes, it seems a little extreme that the German boy might join the SS with
the sole purpose of finding the Jewish girl who had been sent to the concentration camps. Other things
happen that seem a little less extreme, not actual facts but just things that might stretch the imagination of
someone who knows the history.

But World War II was an extreme time.

FINDING REBECCA starts like a love story and it stays a love story.

It’s not easy to read. You question the motives of the people. You question what you would do if you were
them. You judge the people for what they do and you wonder if it’s all worth it in the end. You realize that
maybe the trick of it all is being able to live with yourself in the end.

FINDING REBECCA is available for purchase now.

(I received a copy of FINDING REBECCA through NetGalley in exchange for an honest & original review.
This review is cross-posted on my blog and NetGalley & Goodreads accounts.)

Shannon says

I just finished Finding Rebecca and all I can say is "WOW". It was extremely hard to read some of the
scenes, and not because they were overly graphic, but because it left a mental picture, and a feeling of
overwhelming sadness to think that this really did happen. And it was just a small glimpse of the horror that
took so many innocent lives. I think that everyone should read this book, and never forget what kind of
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brutality really went on at those concentration camps. Well done Mr. Dempsey!

Wanda says

This book really touched me - an insightful account of the dark history of the Holocaust.

The cattle trains arrived at the train station in Auschwitz. There were 1200 people on the train, built for cattle
transport. The people huddled together on the train, their throats raw from thirst, and clinging to their
children who would soon die. The SS went into the train with guns drawn and dead bodies were thrown out
of the rail cars. The selection was started and two lines were formed, one of younger, fitter looking people
and then the rest, the older people and the children. The line with the younger was about one or two hundred,
and they were marched off to Auschwitz. The rest of the people, easily a thousand, were told that they were
brought to Auschwitz - Birkenau to work and they'd be safe and well fed. They were required to shower and
be disinfected. Much of the fear had been lifted and the people were herded through an entrance of a flat
roofed building. But, the unthinkable happened - there were SS men on the roof, carrying metal canisters and
wearing gas masks. The contents of the canisters were poured down the chimneys, and the screaming began.

The story shifts to years earlier - 1924. Christopher Seeler has left Germany, with his family, to the island of
Jersey, the largest of the Channel Islands. When Christopher is 6 years old he finds a distressed 6 year old
girl, Rebecca, on the beach. The story evolves around Christopher and Rebecca for a number of years.

Time goes by and in the summer of 1939 there was fear everywhere. The Nazi hatred, led by Hitler, is like
nothing ever known. The Nazi's blame the Jews for everything and begin a process of cleansing the
population. The Nazi's invade Jersey and the five year occupation begins. Rebecca is identified as a Jew and
deported to Germany in 1943. And the story unfolds as Christopher becomes an SS officer in Auschwitz and
begins his search for Rebecca.

This novel completely absorbed me from beginning to end. Finding Rebecca is a poignant and heart heavy
story that will remain in your thoughts long after you read the final page. The novel is rich in historical detail
with strong characterization.

The topic of the Holocaust brings with it deep sadness - a horrible realization of what occurred at that time.
The horrors that Hitler put on the Jewish people will stir your soul. On my list of favorite books. 5 stars.

Angela M says

As it is in most books about the holocaust, there are scenes in this book that are so difficult to read but it is
rightly so. Even after so many years, it is still so important that we are reminded of these horrific acts.
Mothers are torn from their children; women are herded off the trains and told they would be reunited with
their children after their shower which we know was the gas chamber; children are shot at point blank range.
We need to remember that even though this is a novel, these things happened and I thank the author for
reminding us.

Christopher, born in Germany and raised on the island of Jersey, falls in love with Rebecca, the Jewish girl
that he has befriended since they were six. When Rebecca is taken to a concentration camp in Germany,
Christopher because he is German decides to fight for the Reich. But his motive in joining the SS and
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working for the Nazis is to find and save Rebecca, the love of his life. When he is told that she is dead,
Christopher uses his position and cash that he has access to because of his job as accountant of the valuables
of the Jewish people coming into the camp, to try and save as many women and children as he can from the
gas chamber. This did not seem too far-fetched to me because we know that in real life there were Germans
who helped save Jews.

This is not just a story about the holocaust, but it is a love story and it is one that reflects a sense of the
goodness of people and a sense of family. So why three stars? I would give it three and a half stars if I could
, but there was just something lacking in the writing for me. The style was too simplistic at times and just
didn't convey the emotion I wanted to feel from these characters. The story itself was compelling and there
are some memorable characters. I would recommend it because it retells an important time that we shouldn’t
forget.

Thanks to Lake Union Publishing and NetGalley.


