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Serendipity Reviews says

Y ou know from my review yesterday that | enjoyed the first book in this series, Runemarks but this one
really blew me away. | LOVED Runelight. This book totally absorbed me like a Venus fly trap, then spat me
out at the end after controlling my mind for the whole journey. After reading it, | couldn't help but feel that
with Runemarks the author was testing the waters, but with Runelight she swam the Channel - unaided!

We find ourselves returning to World's End, which has basically taken a noise dive in the most beautiful
placesto live guide. No one seems to be able to forget the events that occurred at the end of Runemarks and
the clearing up operations seemsto still be going on.

It was lovely to be reacquainted with some friendly old faces and it was interesting to see how they had
developed in the three years since the previous events. Many alliances and friendships were in need of
rebuilding, which resulted in a group of argumentative and nit picking Norse Gods, who were still having
issues with past misdemeanours . The humour in this book really has gone up a notch and it really reminded
me of the Tiffany Aching books by Terry Pratchett, where humour is carefully hidden within the high drama.

Just to show you what | mean, here is a scene that could have come straight out of a comedy.

'So protecting me was just aruse to ensure | survived to cement your deal.' Loki appealed to the party of
gods. "You're really going along with this? Y ou're going to watch them sacrifice me? Sif, we've had our
differences, but...'

The goddess of grace and plenty smiled. 'Y ou bet I'm going to watch," she said. ' | only wish we had
popcorn.’

Fabulous! Now imagine 572 pages with humour like this.

| absolutely adored Loki! Heislike the Derek Trotter of the Nine Worlds, wheeling and dealing his way out
of ever death threat he can. My favourite scenes in the book revolved around the freak show they labelled a
circus. In order for the gods to travel unnoticed, he creates atravelling show that will be noticed but won't be
believed. Always fond of the weird and wonderful, | couldn't help but become attached to Jormundgand, the
World Serpent, who could only think with his stomach.

Some interesting new charactersjoin the cast of many and some of the secondary characters from the
previous book step forward to take their moments in the spot light. | found it much easier to keep track of all
the charactersin this book which | believe is due to the detailed descriptions provided by the author.

The book goes from strength to strength, finishing with an epic battle where the End of the World is at stake.
Again. An apocalyptic climax, via a kaleidoscope of varying powers. Asgard - well | am lost for words as to
describe how beautiful and wonderful it sounds. Y ou will just have to read it sigh in wonder with me.

Joanne Harris is one of the most versatile authors | have ever come across. With each book she writes, it is
like hopping on a magical mystery tour, where you never know where you will end up. She has such a
uniqueness to her writing voice, that each book islike a surprise gift. This author cannot be labelled or
categorised to fit into one genre. She has the ability to take any subject or genre and make it her own,
marking it with her individuality.

Thisisatae of epic proportion that will bring to life the Norse myths which so often get over overlooked.
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Nessa [October Tune] says

Read this review, and many more on my blog October Tune!

The Order is destroyed, but everything is far from over. In World’'s End, a girl named Maggie is about to
learn alot about her past. In Malbry, the Gods are trying their best to stop the world from ending, but with
Odin the Allfather dead, Ragnarok may mean the end of Aesir and Vanir alike. They must find out the truth
behind a mysterious prophecy, stop the world from ending and rebuild Asgard. Piece of cake.

At the beginning of thisyear, | found out about Runemarks, a fictional book about Norse Gods. | had been a
fan of Norse Mythology for awhile now, and | was a bit saddened by the fact that there were hardly any
fictional books about it; there were plenty for Greek and Roman Mythology, but only a handful for Norse.
Then, | found Runemarks and immediately fell in love with the summary. | purchased the book, read it and
loved it to bits. When | wasin Newcastle, one of the books on my list was Runelight, and Waterstones just
happened to have one copy with the right cover (the one that fits my Runemarks cover); so of course, |
bought it.

Almost all the characters from the previous book are in Runelight aswell. There's Maddy Smith, who |
thought was the main character, but | don’t really think there’s amain character at al in this book (but if it is,
it would be Maddy). The Asir and Vanir Gods (including Thor, Loki and Frigg), Skadi of the Ice people, a
goblin called Sugar-and-Sack; and of course the people of Malbry (including Crazy Old Nan Fey, Mae
Smith, Adam Scattergood). And there were some new characters; Maggie Rede (not to be confused with
Maddy), Sigyn, Angrboda, Jolly, Fenris, Skél, Haiti, Hughie and Mandy, and a horse called Sleipnir.

Out of these new characters, | have to say | liked Hughie and Mandy the most, though | have to admit
throughout the book | wasn’t entirely sure of their loyalty to the people they swore loyalty to. In the end, it
was kind of obvious who they were loyal to and | could have slapped myself for not realising that sooner. |
liked reading about them, about their plans and their schemes.

| loved reading about the Gods trying to make sense of the prophecy that Ethel had made, about their fight
against the creatures that escaped from dream and eventually their journey to World's End, where after a
while they realised they really needed Loki (who'd have thought?!). | especially liked their traveling carnival
and | would pay to see amovie made just out of their adventures as that carnival.

The book was divided into several ‘books', each with a nice little quote at the beginning. There were also
some nursery rhymes (one including an old lady flying a washing basket), and the prophecy that Ethel made
of course, the one that the Gods had to figure out before traveling to World' s End. In the end, when the parts
of the prophecy cametrue, | have to say it surprised me because | had never expected certain things to go the
way they went.

| just love Joanne Harris' writing, though it’s not really simple, kind of the same as Lord of the Rings and the
Trials of the Core perhaps, with several (made-up?) words that were very difficult for me to pronounce and
understand, lots of talking in accents (mainly from Hughie) and of course lots of talk about Ragnarok, Chaos,
Hel, Asgard etc. This book also teaches the reader more about Norse Mythology, and makes you curious to
know even more (at least that’swhat it did to me). | realy realy loved it! | am definitely going to check out
more of Harris' books.

As| said before, Hunin/Hughie talked in a very strong accent in his human aspect, and sometimes | just
couldn’t understand what he was saying. So after awhile, | just skipped the words that were too hard and got
along just fine. There were a so the inhabitants of Malbry talking in accents. Though those accents weren't as
strong as Hughie' sand | could manage to read them just fine.

There was a so the whole changing POV’ s still, which made me realise that this book didn’t really have a
proper main character at al, though in my head it's still Maddy. And there was some confusion with several
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names. There was Maddy Smith, Maggie Rede and Mandy. | especialy confused Maddy and Mandy alot of
times, and then | started asking myself why Mandy was in Maggi€ s room, or why Mandy was suddenly
riding Jorgie/Jormungand.

The final battle, to save World' s End; to restore Order and banish Chaos was amazing. The Rainbow Bridge
(which always makes me think of Mario Kart) made an appearance, and the three riders; Carnage, Treachery
and Lunacy (two of those who were very surprising) were realy awesome. Of course, several moments
during the story | asked myself if the Gods were ever going to have some luck for once, but in the end it all
worked out and the book had an amazing and satisfying ending, in my opinion.

| loved Runelight as much as | loved Runemarks, and | will definitely recommend these two books to
everyone who loves a good story about love, friendship and Norse Gods.

Peregrine says

AAAAAAH! Why did I not know that this was out yet??? 1'd nearly given up on there being a sequel!
TO AMAZON!!IT CHAAAAARGE!!!

*waves credit card wildly*

(Might | just add that I'm glad everyone else here loves Loki as much as | do?)

* k%

What can | say? | loved this book just as much as the last one. There were sections | found boring
(Maggi€'s), just asin the last book. Loki was his usual charming self. Maddy was pretty much aninja. The
other gods (Thor, Heimdall, Freyja, etc.) were fun to read about. All in all? A great book. And along one,
too, so that was good.

Helen says

It got a bit whiplashy towards the ending but it's still |eagues ahead of any YA |'ve read so far. (Except
maybe Seraphina.)

| don't know how | feel about these series. Normally, one would want author to continue. But would it be a
good idea? What will be there to say, besides the resolving the problem of the baby? Will things simply
come full circle again?

Can the circle be broken? Can Whisperer truly be destroyed? Will whatever cosmic force that imposes it
allow such athing?

Part of me that hates the idea of complete predestination would love it. But rational part of meis not sure
how it could be executed plausibly without destroying the existence itself. The cowardly part of me does not
want to see something that started out so well ruined. Y et another part does not want to see the mystique
shattered.
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Will | ever know what | want?

To clear up confusion alittle: (view spoiler)

ETA:

Okay, forgot to mention, about "romantic" elements:
(view spoiler)

Y ay cliche subversion.

| also forgot legit strong female characters.(Asin, "strong, female characters’, not "strong female,
characters".)

Why aren't these books more popular?

Bec says

Runelight isarather convoluted sequel to Runemarks, so it’s definitely a good ideato read the first book
(which I did not, lesson learnt).

Simply put, the story of Runelight follows two magical girls, six hundred miles apart, who both have a
runemark on their skin, asymbol of the Old Days when the Worlds were ruled by the gods from their sky
citadel, Asgard. However, the famed citadel of Asgard now liesin ruins and the gods  power has been
destroyed. Or so everyone thinks...

The most complicated things about Runelight are the characters. There are many different characters, all with
different personalities and matives, and it's often hard to keep track of what everyone's doing.

The best thing about this novel is the construction of the worlds. The Map Of The Nine Worlds at the
beginning is simply incredible to behold and every location in the novel iswell thought out, imaginative, and
filled with colour.

The inclusion of the Norse gods is excellent and the character of Thor is surprisingly amusing, what with him
constantly wanting to fight everyone and getting into trouble more often than the son of Odin really should
be.

However, the downside of this book isthat it never really seemsto get going. It stops and starts along for the
first hundred pages and then settles down to a pace that probably won't hold the interest younger readers.

It's a pretty good read and |'d recommend it to lovers of fantasy or the Norse gods.

Nikki says

Y ou'd think Joanne Harris + Norse myth would automatically shoot to the head of my list. | did quite enjoy
the previous book, Runemarks, and | have quite alot of love for the character of Loki in pretty much
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anything. (Super extra points for Sassafrass Loki in My Brother, My Enemy, though -- not this Loki at all,
perhaps more justified, and so expressively sung.) But... | don't know. | did enjoy Runelight, once | settled
downto read it, and | think this is maybe her most likeable set of characters after Vianne & tribe.

But | hesitated too much. It took me too long to get into it. | liked the extrapolation from Norse myth; the
New Runes, the unexpected identities of Magni and Méai. | love Loki (I think | said that already.) But even
with arecent look through the previous book, there seemed to be too much built on the Norse base that no
longer felt right.

It may not help, of course, that | soaked up Norse legends and mythology during my BA, and thus have abig
frame of reference to compare all thisto. And | do think Joanne Harris does some pretty good world building
in terms of creating her own take on Norse mythology. I'm just... apparently too much of a purist, | guess.

Patricia says

Opini&o do blogue Chaise Longue: http://girlinchaiselongue.blogspot.pt...

Quando tinha dezanove anas, Joanne escreveu uma histéria sobre magia, deuses e demandas, uma histéria
guardada na gaveta chamada Witchlight que foi recusado pelos editores até a autora atornar uma histériade
mée e filha, algo privado entre ambas e até imaginada por ambas até que Anouchka achou que outras pessoas
deviam conhecer a histéria de que elatanto gostava e convenceu améae avoltar amostré-la aos editores e,
desta vez, renascida como Croénicas das Runas, a histériaviu aluz.

Publicado em 2011, A Luz das Runas foi traduzido para dez linguas e é paraja o fim das Crénicas das Runas
até a autora cumprir a promessa de regressar a este mundo e terminar a histéria de Maggie.

Trés anos depois, 0 Caos instalou-se e Maggie perdeu tudo o que tinha: a sua casa, a suafamilia, 0 seu
mundo. Mas um encontro inesperado coloca-a no meio de uma profecia que revela estranhos factos sobre s
prépriae ameio caminho de conhecer a sua verdadeira familia, os demonios que odeiam profundamente. O
Fim dos Mundos aproxima-se e o tique-taque do rel6gio ndo perdoa. Sem o General, os deuses sentem-se
perdidos mas Maddy € mais uma vez chave mas serd preciso mais que forga de vontade para reerguer
Asgard.

A Marca das Runas surpreendeu por mostrar uma faceta mais divertida e sonhadora de Joanne Harris e este
livro segue 0 mesmo caminho que o anterior apesar de por vezes ter um lado mais sombrio, condizente com
0 que € habitual na escrita da autora. De uma forma criativa e imaginativa, Joanne escreveu um conto
familiar que da uma novavida e um lado mais hilariante e humano as lendas nérdicas. Numa demanda de
magia, astlcia e coragem o fim depende das escolhas, do esguecimento das diferencas e da unido pelo
mesmo objectivo mas principal mente pela capacidade de sonhar e acreditar. Uma histéria de aventuras, este
livro mantém mesmo assim a complexidade e algo do lado mais negro da autora bem como a suaironia
sempre patente e a diviséo entre 0 bem e o mal, amagia e areligido, a sanidade e aloucura.

Como um conto de fadas moderno, uma fébula de aprendizagem, esta narrativa é pautada por uma demanda
onde profecias tém de ser cumpridas e provas sdo colocadas aos herdis para que estes demonstrem se sao
merecedores do prémio final mas onde o Bem e 0 Mal ndo sfo tdo lineares nem assim tdo diferentes e apenas
se distinguem pela sua perspectiva e desgjos, pela forma como os levam a cabo. Parece uma histéria fécil,
guase de criangas, ingénua e espirituosa mas nas entrelinhas quase se consegue sentir a densidade por tras de
gestos que parecem t&o0 simples e de palavras quase inocentes. E preciso talento para construir algo assim,
colorido, extremamente divertido e doce e mesmo assim manter a escuriddo da alma humana e os grandes
dilemas que nos assombram.

Apesar do tamanho, esta € uma histéria que flui sem quase darmos por ela e mulitas sdo as gargalhadas que
nos arranca. Cheia de peripécias, mistérios e muitas surpresas, reflecte sobre afamilia, as nossas origens, o
futuro e as esperancas de que vivemos diariamente, num ambiente fantéstico onde os deuses ndo sao
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perfeitos e poderosos mas muitas vezes trapal hdes e ingénuos. E Gbvio que ndo apresenta o suspense de que
estamos habituados por parte da autoramas o seu talento para criar situagdes que ndo sao 0 que parecem ou
tornar o improvavel bastante 6bvio esta bem latente nas reviravoltas do enredo. Também a dualidade é aqui
representada, quer por Maggie e Maddy, quer pela Ordem e 0 Caos, aracionaidade ou aloucura. Tudo tem
dois lados, duas versdes, duas maneiras de se ver ou se pensar, ndo existindo uma verdade ou um bem

absol uto.

Seahistériaem si é algo de magico acabam por ser as personagens o verdadeiro encanto desta demanda.
Cheias de graca e sabedoria, trapaceiras ou inocentes, loucas ou racionais, todas elas nos enchem de afeicdo
€ hos conquistam cada uma a sua maneira. Loki, uma personagem bem Harris, seduz-nos, irrita-nos, nunca
nos deixaindiferentes. Ja as gémeas, tao iguais e tdo opostas, sdo como dois lados de uma moeda, e cada
uma a sua maneira tem um encanto préprio que deixa o leitor do seu lado. Mas paramim, a personagem mais
fantasticafoi Nan Tonta, a velha louca que € muito mais do que aparenta.

Um ciclo que se fecha e que nos faz desejar uma continuacdo, A Luz das Runas pode ndo ser um grande
livro mas € sem divida uma historia que se partilha, que nos permite vigjar por outros mundos, que traz a
crianca que hd em nés ao de cima. E, é sem duvida a prova, de que sgja 0 que for que escreva, Joanne Harris
€ uma escritoragenial.

Eskana says

I've got to say, this book was good, but not as good as "Runemark.” | felt it left behind a myriad of questions
and was alittle too filled with unnecessary characters who were shoved it, not because they were needed for
the plot, but just for the sake of doing it. Allow me to explain (spoilers head):

Firstly, the plot overall was al right. Prophecy, end of the world, etc.- all thiswas well and good. | like how
the situation in this book followed naturally from the first book. However, | felt there were some big holes
left behind, which were avoided, aswell as alack of explaination in many other fields.

For instance, a good part of this book emphasized how much bad stuff had come from Hel breaking her word
and unleashing Dream/chaos on the world. Y et, it happens again. Essentially, the climax in this book was the
same asthe last. They ended up facing Chaos and battling it thistime by building Asgard. I'm assuming that
now that Asgard's built and the gods arein their Aspects they can "maintain the balance between Chaos and
KONTROL" or whatever, but I'm not entirely positive. A little more explaination would have been nice,
rather than just vague hints and nursery rhymes. So, I'm assuming that the gods are now going to control the
world, like before? If so, how are they going to get people to follow them now, in the aftermath of Chaos and
Order? And doesn't that kinda cancel out Ragnarok? | thought the new gods were going to rule, not the old
godsin new form. I'd prefer a new regime...

Also, Hel broke her word again. So, aren't the rift in Dream and the conseguences from it now going to be
much worse?

Secondly, | didn't find Maggie an especially interesting character, and | didn't buy her motivations. She
seemed to keep switching sides. She'd talk to Odin, be swayed, and then next thing you know she's back on
Mimir's side. Seriously, make up your mind! And did Adam actually love her? Or was he just being a
creep/controlled by Mimir? | felt she was alittle too trusting of some people and then incredibly suspicious
of others. Sure, she had grounds for hating the Firefolk (her roots, Mimir's lies) but once she found out who
Mimir was, why didn't she react to him the way she did towards the other Firefolk? Simply because he had
Adamin him?

Thirdly, | also thought this book was too spread out- the cast was getting too large, and some people had no
purpose. Thisresulted in alack of character development and many unresolved plot threads. For example,
the Sugar-and-Sack/Tyr thing wasn't so much resolved as completely abandoned. So much for the god of

PDF File: Runelight... 8



Read and Download Ebook Runelight...

war- I'm guessing he's permanently dead now (?). Then Skadi- why was she there? That's never redly
established. And she doesn't really do anything except unnerve Loki. The author could've saved her for
another plot, not just pushed her in there.

The wolves also seemed unnecessary. | mean, at least Jorgi and Angie had purpose. The wolves seemed to be
there just for kicks. They did very little. Jolly as well. Sure, it was kind of due to him that the gods teamed up
with Angie, but after that, what did he do? Initially it was implied that with Mjolnir, they could rebuild
Asgard. But in the end, he wasn't really that crucial.

However, there werethings | liked, or at least appreciated. | feel like Loki and Maddy got some good
character development. | wonder if Loki will eventually settle down. | know "it'sin his nature”" and he'sgot a
bit of a bad reputation, but it's after Ragnarok now. Who says he can't change? | feel like the author left a
good amount of room for the characters to develop further in the next book.

Especialy Maddy. | like how her relationships with her new "family" have changed. She has a place in the
ring of gods. I'm especially excited to see how she deals with areversed runemark- | believe this makes her
the only one in the Middle Worlds with areversed mark. That'll be interesting to read about... now she's left
out again. I'd like to see how she deals with that, as well aswith her sister and nephew.

So, overdl, I'm looking forward to the next book, but | hope it will be more focused. Streamlining the plot
and characters would help alot. Hopefully, it will conclude everything that began in this one, and leave room
for more stories!

Bethan says

My thoughts:

1) Joanne, you're agenius.

2) Loki, you're a babe.

3) Maggie, you're an idiot. However, | forgive you because this book is amazing.

Cat says

| used to be afan of Joanne Harris. Now I'm not even sure why | wanted to read this book. | read the first
book of this seriesin 2008 and barely remember the story; still | felt like | had to read this one too. Which
proved to be arather bad idea.

Thethingis, | couldn't understand much of the story and it seemed somewhat pointless. Loki, my favourite
Norse god, isn't the central character and doesn't show up for some timein the story. Then, Maggi€'s story
didn't make much sense, what with falling blindly in love with Adam. | understand why Maddy has atwin
sister, but Maggie'srole in the story felt empty; it seemed she was only there for the Adam business.

And a'so, what's with the similar names? Maddy, Maggie, Mandy... Gosh, | really had to pay attention to
seeif | was ready about Maddy, her twin sister, or one of Odin's ravens.

Taking about Mandy, her and Hughie's scenes were funny. | even had alaugh with Jormugand's. He was
even funnier than Loki.

Overal, and | feel sorry for saying it, this book was abore. | liked the theme and was curious about it. But |
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felt like | wasted my timein these last few days.

Barb Middleton says

Yabba dabba doo! While there is no Fred Flintstone some of the Norse gods are painted in a cartoonish way.
While | found the ravens with their Scottish accent enduring, the anachronistic wolfmen with their dude-
speak was quite annoying. Y ou'll have to read the book to decide for yourself who ye like and who ye dinnae
like verra much (raven-speak). Actually you need to read the first book before this one because the author
doesn't spend much time explaining the world she created in book 1. | had forgotten how the runes worked
and who the Whisperer was before getting some glimpses on page 200 to jar my itty-bitty memory. But | like
Norwegian mythology so inspite of the flaws, | did enjoy the tale and the author's twist on the creation story.

Maddy, the protagonist from book 1, Runemarks, is back and discovers that she has a sister, Maggie. The
two have new runemarks that the gods want to use to build Asgard once again. As Maggieis used by one
powerful god, Maddy is used by another. Neither blindly follow the gods and as they make friends they learn
that trust can always be betrayed.

Maddy doesn't show up in the story until page 100 and like adip | didn't figure out that Maggie was not
Maddy until then. | have not read book one in a couple of years and had problems putting two and two
together. Maggi€e's character is not as engaging as Maddy in book one and that was my biggest problem. |
just couldn't buy Maggie and Adam as a couple. | kept thinking her strict upbringing would not have caused
her to act as she did, although the author tries to show that it was loneliness that made her act as she did.
Perhaps if the Whisperer had revealed some flaw or some hint of alove in his past, then | think | would have
enjoyed the character devel opment more. The threesome was a bit flat and | never got sucked into their story
like Maddy'stale in book 1.

Loki isthe most interesting character for me and again | found him fascinating. The author does agreat job
making him a complex web of good decisions and bad decisions. | found his wife annoying at first but her
unconditional love isused in an interesting twist at the end that | didn't see coming. The Loki/Maddy interest
in each other is dropped completely in this book.

The prophecy was yabba dabba dumb. I'm not usually that harsh but it was alazy Fred Flintstonish way to
not foreshadow the plot and with the rock-a-bye baby nursery rhyme | found myself gritting my teeth and
skimming it so | didn't have to read it. | realize mythology isfull of oracles and prophecies, but | wish the
author had handled it differently. The ending suggests a sequel but I'm not sure. It would be just another
reworking of the same plot. Book 1 and book 2 are basically saving the world from destruction. Book 3
would be saving the world from Maggie's Bamm-Bamm. Or would it?<

Y oung Adult

Lili(ana) says

This book in two sentences:
| love Loki.
| hate Maggie.
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Hannah (lvyclad | deas) says

My heart is breaking right now, because | wanted to love this book. | loved Runemarks. | loved The Gospel
of Loki. I will read any other sequel s/prequel swhatever released in this series because, let's get one thing
straight here, | did not dislike the book. | liked it just fine, just not as much as | wanted to.

I'll start with thethings | loved. First off, LOKI. I'm sorry Thor fans, you may think Marvel has the best
version of Loki, but you're wrong. The best version of Loki is Joanne Harris's. Then, obviously, Maddy.
She's till an awesome heroine. | would've liked to see her and Loki interact more because they seem to be
friends and Loki doesn't have many of those, but this was essentially athree plot book. It followed Maddy,
Loki and Maggie seperately and brought them all together at the end. | liked Perth too - he was alot like
Loki but I till liked him. Asusual for this series, it's brilliantly quotable too!

My main issue, | think, was Maggie (and her entire relationship with Adam, but I'll get to that in a minute).
She's been brought up in World's End, which appears to be rather sexist, and we're told several times that she
values purity/modesty/other stereotypically female virtues. All of this so far isfine, and | was actually
impressed at how different she was to Maddy...on paper. You see, I'm not sure when exactly it happened, but
she'd kind of turned into Maddy by the middle. This annoyed me. Not to mention the fact that this girl who
has been brought up in an areathat seems to value virginity allows Adam to pull her into bed before they've
known one another for afull week. | know she put up a small amount of resistance but...sorry, | wasn't
convinced. Their whole relationship developed from meeting to marriage within a week and thisjust...I know
it was fake, okay? | know that he didn't really love her, but | till can't see what she saw in him. Now that I'm
writing this down, it occurs to me that she'd been lonely for the last three years and then, suddenly, there was
Adam. Maybe that was where the attraction truly lay?

Overal, I'm the tiniest bit sad. This was on my to-read pile for over ayear, and, when | finally had the time
to pick up abook that's almost 600 pages long, | was really excited about it. | liked the book, and 1'd till
reccomend this series to anyone who's interested in Norse mythology, or just likes books with strong
heroines.

Chrissa says

1-12-14 update

Between the publication of Runemarks and Runelight were 4 years. Runelight came out in 2011, and it's
almost 2015..

There are some rumors that Joanne Harris is going to write a third book (she even said that she might
herself!) so if everybody could just use all the wishes that come aong to wish for that third book, that'd be
great!

*gpoiler freereview*
Clever. So, so clever!
This book made me fall in love with the series and the characters (especially Loki, hehe) al over again! |

read the first book back in 2008 | think, and it has always been my childhood favorite (seeing as Runemarks
was the only book | possesed at the time, | read it over, and over, and OVER again)
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It's been afew year since I've read it, though, but that wasn't a problem at al. | fell right into thisone and |
LOVED it and the plot-twists were incredibly clever and unpredictable and | LOVED it. | didn't see any of it
coming.. | LOVED that. (Am | clear yet? | hope so, because | really LOVED this book)

This book is apiece of art and it will always be one of my favorites

ps. regretting the ships that never sailed

Ariel says

| wanted this book to be the Maddy and Loki Show. | really, realy did. Instead, it's the Maggie, Maddy, and
Loki Show, and | am so okay with that it hurts. Though | was hesitant about the character of Maggie, |
trusted Joanne to do her justice, and oh, did she. Maggie s prickly, clever, stubborn, and powerful (sound
familiar?), but instead of being a Maddy clone with a coat of pious paint thrown on, she's her own fully-
realized, independent character. A product of her environment, she has been raised to believein the
Nameless and follow all the commands of the Good Book, but she thinks for herself, and still she dreams
(and Dreams, which is very important). She also is pretty naive and makes some terrible decisions, as only
seventeen-year-olds can do, but | found that realistic, and coupled with her belief that she knows how to do
everything right only adds to the complexity and contradictoriness of her character. tl;dr Maggie is awesome.

Asusual, Maddy and Odin were spot on, as well as the rest of the supporting cast (especialy Frigg, that
sneaky Seeress!). And of course thereis Loki, whose chapters are always ajoy to read (and holds the
dubious honor of being the first fictional character I've had a crush on in years). And the plot! Yeah, that's
amazing, too. (Can you tell I'm a character-centric person?)

Basically, read this. Y ou won't be disappointed.

Edwin Kort says

De Noorse goden hebben hun gezag verloren. Allerlei demonen zjn ontsnapt uit de Chaos. Een jonge
tweeling is voorbestemd om te helpen de Orde te herstellen.

ProBiblio-gegevens:

Genre: sprookjes

Trefwoord(en): Magie, Runen, Queesten
NUR: Fictie 13 - 15 jaar (284)

L eeftijdscategorie: Voor kinderen van 13 j. e.o

Okay. Dit is een jeugdboek, althans volgens het ProBiblio etiket een 'C'-boek. Maar volgens Probiblio is het

00k een sprookjes-boek. 1k zou het zelf liever 'fantasy' willen noemen, want bij sprookjes denk ik eerder aan
zoete boekjes met spoken zoals Casper etc. waarin alles goed komt. Nou, dat isin dit boek dus niet het geval.
O, aan het einde is natuurlijk alles weer okay, maar dan anders...

Toen ik het boek uit de kast "Y oung Adult' haalde, wist ik niet dat het een tweede deel uit een serie was,
gelukkig was er een verklarende hoofdstuk, dat in het kort het vorige boek aanhaal de.
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Boek was wat lastig te lezen, elk hoofdstuk had zijn eigen POV (Loki, Malin en Maggie) en terwijl de
hoofdstukken in eerste in instantie verschillend lijken, kwamen ze plotseling samen en werd alles onthuld.

AkKisuitok says

Threethings:
First: | love Joanne Harris — I've read most of her published novels, and most of the rest | own and they're
patiently waiting on my to-read-shelf.

Second: The first Joanne Harris novel | ever read was Runemarks, in the German edition (Das Feuervolk), as
achild, and I LOVED it. I'd dlways been interested in mythology and the Norse Gods, but this book really
got meinto that stuff even more. | re-read it several times, and was then devastated to learn that there was no
second volume (or so | thought, because Runelight has never been trandated into German for reasons
unknown). Imagine my excitement many years later to realise that in fact there IS a sequel, and that by now
my English skills allow meto read it.

Third: | did not like Runelight. In fact, | had to force myself to finish the book at all, and GR tells me that it
took me monthsto do so. I'm not entirely sure what happened here, as| set out intending to adore this book
with all my heart. Perhapsit is the fact that sometimes things we love as children don't resonate with us when
we're adults. Perhaps my expectations were too high. Perhaps | should have re-read Runemarks before
reading this one. | don't know, but | do think the fault is possibly not within the book itself, but in me. So I'll
give this one away, and go back to believing that there never was a Runemarks sequel in thisworld, and I'll
pick up other books by Ms. Harris to enjoy.

Kristalia says

Final rating: 3/5 stars
Final rating - for the whole series: 3.5/5 stars

‘Sohowdo | know thisisn’t atrick?’

Hughie looked offended. ‘A trick? Now who in the Worlds would do that?’

‘Oh, let me seenow ...” Maddy said. ‘Order, Chaos, old gods, new gods, demons, | ce People,
Tunnel Folk, ephemera, flying snakes, goblins, escapees from Netherworld, magical
artefacts with awill of their own — or anyone else with an axe to grind. The Worlds are full
of our enemies. Did you want the full list?’

Therewas a rather lengthy pause. The ravens exchanged glances.

Well, thisisa problem. | spent few hours trying to decide how to rate it. Considering how many split
opinions | have, | think it's best to give it the middle rating - 3 stars. | don't think it deserves to be more than
that.

| loved first book, Runemarks, so damn much. | even read it twice from the beginning to the end, without
skipping. But this book was not what | expected and not what | wanted.
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| really don't know what | think about this book, except that I'm disappointed it wasn't, in my opinion, as
good asfirst one.

? STORY:

Three years have passed since the events of the first book: Order is gone, everything isin shambles and
people get out of control.

In the meantime, Loki is attacked by the ephemera, Gods are reluctant to help him (of course) and Loki gets
kidnapped by none other but his ex-wife and their son Fenris. No, not Sigyn, but Angrboda. And they have a
proposal for the gods - if the gods decide to listen and don't kill Loki first just for existing and carrying the
message. The Chaos party has a bargaining chip - Mjginir, the lost hammer of Thor.

Maggie Rede, who grew up believing in the order, recently lost her family to the chaos that happened when
Order fell and after it. But then she meets Adam Scattergood, and naively trusts him. But then again, Adam
Scattergood - possessed by the Whisperer, Mimir the Wise (who is bent on revenge) - plan to use Maggie for
their own purposes.

On the other side of the world, Maddy finally got accustomed to being a daughter of a god. And now she
wants to find her sister before it's too late. Even if it means betraying the trust of Loki.

And Perth, "an entrepreneur and dealer in other people’ s property”, aka, athief, doesn't know hislife will
drastically change.

? CHARACTERS:

While Maddy was still loveable character, and who was still herself after all these years, she didn't change
much. She doesn't think of herself and can't stand to |eave people to suffer (unlessit's Loki, cause she knows
he can get out of any situation). Sheis still capable and she feels regret and remorse, but does what she
believesisright and tries to help.

Her twin sister, Maggie, is feeling more than aone. She feels abandoned with no one who understands her.
But then she meets Adam and fallsin love aimost in few seconds. She finally has someone who needs her.
But she doesn't know that Adam doesn't care about her and only sees her as away to be free of the
Whisperer who possessed him three years ago. He, on the other hand, only cares about himself. But, will he
change by being near Maggie? The answer is (view spoiler).

L oki getsin trouble, again. It's not easy when no one believes you, and definitely harder when something
happens and Loki is the one blamed for it. But betrayal by the one who he considered his friend hurts him.
But then again, he backstabbed his own people for ages. And now he is not only stuck with his ex wife, but
also with (view spoiler). Not to mention his daughter want him dead, his son has the form of his worst
phobia, snake, and the other wolf son is mother's boy. Also, I'm still laughing at how genius Loki isto seduce
amale demonic horse and become a mother.... Nice. You can probably guess who his horse-child is.

THERE'S AN OLD Northlands saying that goes like this: When liesdon’t help, try telling
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thetruth. Loki knew it well, of course, but much preferred his own version, which was:
When liesdon’t help, tell better lies.

While Odin might be dead, his plans are far from over.

The other gods are stuck between wanting to kill Loki, and sparring his life because Ethel wants him aive.
And Idunislovely.

Also, Crazy Nan Fey, whose dreams are coming true { and who is damn awesome granny for which | loved
her alot} and Hughie and Mandy, aka Hugin and Munin, Odin's ravens whose real allegianceis hard to
guess. { But they made me laugh most of the time and very interesting, except the hen parts.}

Also, Jormungand who was just awesome.

And then, thereis Perth, athief, who knows better than to trust someone he just met, and is able to question
if what he agreed to is bad or good for hislife/business/career. {He is actually great character and | liked him
alot}

Also, difference between Perth and Maggie. But first of al, similarities. Both of them don't have anyone.
Perth isreally careful not to be caught and Maggie didn't know she carried arune. But their differences are
this. Despite meeting someone el se these things happen:

1. Maggiefalsin lovein the first person who says she is needed.

2. Perth likes the person but still doubtsin the motives and is aware he doesn't know anything about her.
(And the same kind is Maddy - she also doubts, but wants to believe.)

So, the quote cores for the two of them (includes SPOILERS):

Perth: (view spoiler)

(hide spoiler)]
Maggie: (view spoiler)

(hide spailer)]
And thisisit. if only Maggie acted like Perth, she wouldn't irritate me so much. But she blindly followed
whatever Adam said, because, damn, she was in love (she doesn't even know what love is).

? OVERALL:

So, let me sumiit up, al pros and cons:

| LIKED:

?LOKI, LOKI, LOKI, LOKI, LOKI. This guy deserves 6/5 stars just for being there. Y ou think you like
Marvel's Loki? Try reading about this one! He is damn awesome and complex and just.damn.wonderful!
?Maddy and Perth v

? All parts that weren't about Adam and Maggie were great.

*dight spoilers bellow*

PDF File: Runelight... 15



Read and Download Ebook Runelight...

| DISLIKED:

? Adam, Maggie and the Whisperer... their parts made me roll my eyes, cry inside from frustration,
annoyance and urge to get in the book and put some sense into Maggie's stupid head.

? Now that | think about it, If i could unread all Maggie and Adam scenes | would be happy. Y ou know what
isfrustrating? It's frustrating to read that a generally good person (Maggie) gets influenced by "the love of
her life after 1-2 days" that she should, without question, follow orders of the being who possesses her
"boyfriend" even when the other side tells her things she should question later on.

? In the previous book, most of the gods were somewhat important. Here, they are mostly cameos. Especially
Skadi. Not to mention addition of the other characters and not enough time to characterize them all properly.
? Loki being moved to secondary main character - | got so used to him being the main one but here there
were alot of sceneswithout him.

?Maggiein general - | redly, really, disliked her. Reasons: (ofc, includes some serious spoilers) (view

spoiler)

So you see... Cons outweigh the Pros. But | enjoyed 1 half of the book and was frustrated with the other half.
I don't like when this happens, because | just want to skip the parts and get over with. So best way isto settle
on the middle.

Not to mention it dragged for awhile and | just wanted Maggie parts over.

| would read another book just for Loki, Maddy and Perth. | still have The Gospel of Loki to read to finish
Runemarks series. | have high hopes for that one so | hope it won't disappoint.

OTHER IMPORTANT INFO:

? Standalone: No. But also, part of aseries.

? Paint of View: Third POV, multiply characters.

? Cliffhanger: No.

? Triggers:lots of slapping; not even 18 and already (view spoiler); end of the world; brainless chick who is
head over heelsin love; a successful manipulator; a complete bastard and jerk; two ravens who love calling
our main girlsahen...

?Lovetriangle: No.

? Angst: A bit.

? Supernatural: Y eeeeeeeeeees.

? Explicit content: No. But you know what happened.

? Ending type: (view spoiler)

? Recommended: No. IF you want to know how it ends, then | recommend it. Loki isworth it. And Perth
and Maddy. Others? Not so much. And story is not as good as the first one, in fact it was more dragging than
anything. Remember, book 1 was a stand alone for itself, more or less but this deals with some loose ends.

? REVIEW(S) RELATED TO THISBOOK:
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? Runemarks (Runemarks, #1)
? Runelight (Runemarks #2)

Noa says

3.5*?

Such afun, nostalgic read! | absolutely love al things Norse Mythology and the way Harris adapted it
(except for Skal, Haiti and Fenris, but hey, taste and stuff). It was alittle long for the story it had to tell,
maybe, but she's a master of dramatic and fun reveals (could this character * gasp* be a Norse god? Yes, yes
they can!) that never get quite dull. | hope that, if she continues this series, shelll put alittle more effort in
characterising characters like Sif and Freyja and Bragi just as amazingly as she's portrayed Loki and Odin.

Renn Raven says

If it weren't for my exams, | would have finished this book a

lot faster than | did! Firstly, the plot: | loved how it all came together. Each chapter had different POV's
(mainly Loki, Maddy and Maggie) and when at first the plots seemed separate, they suddenly came together
and everything was revealed. | was kept guessing right up to the climax, which spanned several chapters and
did justice to the previous 500+ pages. Secondly, the characters: my favourite was Loki. Mischievous, witty
and cunning, all his scenes were hilarious and | especially loved his scenes with the other Gods, who only
just about managed to resist beating him to a pulp. Maddy was as courageous and stubborn as always, and
Maggie was similar but still another strong heroine in her own right. She made some stupid decisions and
was avery flawed character, but | still liked her. Lastly, the prose: Joanne's writing is very descriptive and
lovely to read, but sometimesit was a bit too elaborate. | didn't mind it, but if the only book you've managed
to finish is The Hunger Games, then | think you might struggle a bit with Runelight. Still, Joanne writes with
alot of humour and the dialogue is snappy and realistic, which makes up for that. All in all, thisa great
sequel to Runemarks, with lots of action, plot twists and Loki's awesomeness. The only thing | regret
(SPOILER ALERT: isthat Loki didn't end up with Maddy, which is kindawhat | was hoping for!)
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