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Joseph Nye coined the term "soft power" in the late 1980s. It is now used frequently—and often
incorrectly—by political leaders, editoria writers, and academics around the world. So what is soft power?
Soft power liesin the ability to attract and persuade. Whereas hard power—the ahility to coerce—grows out
of a country's military or economic might, soft power arises from the attractiveness of a country's culture,
political ideals, and policies.

Hard power remains crucial in aworld of states trying to guard their independence and of non-state groups
willing to turn to violence. It forms the core of the Bush administration's new national security strategy. But
according to Nye, the neo-conservatives who advise the president are making a major miscalculation: They
focus too heavily on using America's military power to force other nations to do our will, and they pay too
little heed to our soft power. It is soft power that will help prevent terrorists from recruiting supporters from
among the moderate majority. And it is soft power that will help us deal with critical global issues that
require multilateral cooperation among states. That iswhy it is so essential that America better understands
and applies our soft power. Thisbook is our guide.
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Alberto Lucini says

Soft Power, yal get it. Good concept. Y ou don't need to write awhole book about it though. A journal entry
will do.

Azri Alipah says

Rating: 3.5

Ever wondered why the USis such an influential country? According to Joseph Nye, its military and
economic strength is only part of the equation. He gives an interesting argument that American popular
culture, scientific advancements, and successful reputation gives them an influence that no other country has,
and that it has the most 'soft power' in the world. At the same time, he also gives examples of how the Soviet
Union, China, India, Europe and Japan al have their own soft power strengths.

The use of soft power by non-state actorsis interesting, and explains how even NGOs like the UN and
GreenPeace can have an impact in world politics. He a'so gives his thoughts on Al-Qaida's soft power, but |
wonder what Nye thinks of 1SS’ soft power? (the book was written before the existence of 1S1S). 1'd still
love to know what Nye thinks of nations such as South Korea or Singapore, which are moderate economies
that punch above their weight in international politics.

Joanna says

I'm not really sure this concept requires a whole book...

Khaled says
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Amira Zahra says
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Abderrahman Najjar says
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It s the second time | read the book, last time was a couple of years back. Thistime | highlighted the parts |
enjoyed the most. | still loved the book and enjoyed it very much.

| would've easily given this book 6 stars not only 5, only if it has been updated or adjusted to recent years.
All information as useful and interesting is more than a decade old.

What was applicable and examples from back then, are not only different, but many important events and
technological advances since the last update effect the approach towards soft-power.

Media platforms changed dramatically, needs to be adjusted to the modern day usage of the internet and
smartphones/apps.

Hope to see an update version or a sequel.

Raed Almutairi says
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Aziz Qaiss says

With the information revolution and the globalization of the economy, politics becomesin part a competition
for attractivness, legitimacy, and credibility. The way to these is a smart wielding of a country's soft power.

S E. says

Many of the comments here question the necessity of dedicating awhole book on "soft power." | agree with
this, Except that | think, thisis not necessarily because soft power isatrivia issue -it most certainly is not.

Why then, so much discomfort expressed by so many readers? Firstly because, even if you are aredly hard-
boiled "realistissimo," the importance of soft power goes without mentioning. It is almost taken for granted,
and Nye Jr, the IR genius as he is, commits one of the rather greater sins that readers find hard to tolerate:
redundancy. He seemingly repeats and repeats his points to the degree that they amost |ose their meaning.
And no one has the patience, especially when there are so many books awaiting on the shelf to be read.

But a second why: Why then, Nye, one of the living legends of the IR literature, having all the accessto the
journals and reviews of the area, preferred writing this book, a tedious task one imagines, instead of an
article on the topic? | think there are three main reasons to this: first he, rightfully, wants to take credit of the
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fact that he is the one who has coined the term "soft power," especially after the widespread acceptance the
term has received. By writing a book that addresses more to the general public than to the more obscure
academia, he claims his right on the word. The redundancy and dullness of the book seem to be an
acceptable price for that. After al, not many, even amongst the professionals of the area, do not read, the
forefathers of the discipline, say Morgenthau (They are more likely to read people who read and wrote about
these forefathers.) Then again, Morgenthau and his likes are known to be among the founding fathers of
realism, if not international relations as a disipline. Similarly, even though this book is not likely to become a
veritable reference for mogt, it successfully guarantees that Nye will be remembered as the guy who invented
the term. Secondly, despite its spreading use, Nye is aware of the fact that the term is being taken out of
context, and most of the time employed wrongly, especially by politicians. So he triesto avoid
misunderstandings as far as the meaning of the term is concerned. And thus, he is entitled more than anyone
else to draw the clear line between what he intended the term would refer to and what people perceiveit to
mean. Third, his choice of style, that the book is reminiscent of a policy recommendation paper rather than
an academic analysis isinformative. What the author triesto do isto put out a manual. That is, the meaning
of soft power once clarified, he proceeds to describe how to put it into use by policy-makers.

Power is one of the most important themes of international politics asadiscipline. Almost all theories are
identified, in some way or other, asto their approach to the issue of power. And for many scholars of the
field, there are many aspects of power. For example, there is a general misconception, if not a sweeping
assumption, with regards to realists. they are considered as dismissive of whatever they deem unrelated to
power, and also picky asto the very definition of power itself, which meansit is only "hard power" that
interests them.

| tend to think that thisis a false statement. Not only because there are no realists out there who are

possessed by the pure credo, or the "idéotype.” Surely they are aware and appreciative of the value of other
factors and other aspects of power. Therealist can be, in that sense, likened to the physicist, who, by fear of
not being able to reflect all the physical variablesin his computations, take some and leave some. The
decision of what to take and what to leave might indeed prove fateful in the end. But most of the times, itis
more practical to eliminate the noise by leaving out certain factors, than overestimating their importance. Itis
the amount of noise that forces theorists to make the decision.

| am not sure, however, that "soft power" can be disregarded even by the purest realist without risking to
challenge the premises she has set out on in the first place. Because the definition of power made by Nyein
this book is compelling and conforms almost mot-a-mot with its conventional definition by the realist clique
(power means the ability to get the outcomes one wants.) Thereby, it is not so much academics as politicians
he is addressing; especialy the Bush Jr administration, who got it all wrong in everything they attempted.
Hence the polite chiding, veiled condescension in the author's tone.

Well, thinking back now, apart from, and in addition to, an attempt by the author at patenting the term he
invented, the book might be perceived also as a position paper by a prominent and responsible academic, an
invitation to a saner, respectable foreign policy; an apology for the evaluation of next generations, that he
didn't remaininert while all the craziness was unfolding, that he did take a side.

(And there are some useful lessons in the book for those foreign policy makers who are under the delusion
that soap operas are great sources of soft power. Well guess what, they are not!)

Rand Saber says
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2777 says

Soft Power.

Thisisavery well researched book, but putting in mind that it isindeed outdated, the only thing about it that
istruly beneficial isin regards to "Past Experiences’, what happened before and how it can be avoided in the
future.

Statistics & Polls were featured constantly which always good. People need to understand from where these
views come from and how is it possible to approach them with Soft Power tools.

In terms of theory:

- Soft power isan "Attractive Power".
- It is sometimes called " The second face of power"
-"Getting others to want the outcomes that you want" By.. "Getting others to buy into your values'.

Sources of soft Power "Their content must be attractive to others as well":

1- Culture.
2- Political Vaues.
3- Foreign Policy.

The book itself is heavily invested in the United States and the war in Iraq & Afghanistan. Many things have
changed since then but the notion of soft power remains the same. The author stresses on the fact that
"Americans will have to be more aware of cultural differences’, Being in 2013 | can honestly say that things
are definitely changing but we still have along way to go. "To be effective, we must become less parochial
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and more sensitive to foreign perceptions’.
Last chapter:

"We have been more successful in the domain of hard power, where we have invested more, trained more,
and have a clearer idea of what we are doing".

Although that might be partialy true, but | refuse to think that way. Hard power is never a success and the
fact that theories like: Soft Power and Smart Power came to exist are clear evidences to that.

The book isagood read for beginnersin Public Policy, but in regards to SOFT POWER itself, | didn't get
much. He emphasizes on its importance, but many paragraphs were rather redundant. | wasn't expecting a
"HOW TO" guide, because each country has its own soft power tools, but | figured that people might need to
know how soft power can be implemented clearly and sufficiently.

3.75/5

Nasser Al-Otabi says

Activemalwar e says
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bayan aljuhani says
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Ricardo says

Nowadays, under this wave of nationalism, this books is more necessary than ever before. It's incredible how
we can appreciate Joseph Nye's views' validity in the way how poaliticians are erring doing exactly the
opposite.
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