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Srangers, Gods and Monstersis afascinating look at how human identity is shaped by three powerful but
enigmatic forces. Often overlooked in accounts of how we think about ourselves and others, Richard
Kearney skilfully shows, with the help of vivid examples and illustrations, how the human outlook on the
world isformed by the mysterious triumvirate of strangers, gods and monsters.

Throughout, Richard Kearney shows how Strangers, Gods and Monsters do not merely reside in myths or
fantasies but constitute a central part of our cultural unconscious. Above all, he argues that until we
understand better that the Other resides deep within ourselves, we can have little hope of understanding how
our most basic fears and desires manifest themselvesin the external world and how we can learn to live with
them.
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Berk says

Son zamanlarda okudu?um en iyi niyetli ve taktiri hakeden kuram kitaplardan biri. ?yi niyetli diyince yonli
yakla??m?ndan 6tlrt sorgulaman?n stirekli ayn? yerlere €7ildi2ini hissetti?iniz kuram kitaplar? gibi de?il
ad?nda. Richard Kearney Y TC'da bizi yabanc?ar?m?z? tan?maya, yabanc?m?z?n veya 6tekimizin
gbzinden yans?yan kendimizle ylz ylze gelmeye cesaretlendiriyor.

Kitapta Y abanc? 2k, Tanr? ve Oteki hakk?nda birbiriyle uzla?m?yor gibi goziiken felsefe tarihindeki onemli
yakla??mlara o mu do?ru yoksa di?eri mi diye bakmak yerine tgtincl bir yakla??m oneriliyor. Metinler aras?
yorumlarla ve gerektiZinde disiplinler aras? geci Aerle, incelenen konuyu tan?maya ve anlamaya ¢al ?2ma,
bunun sonucunda da biyuk kapsay?c? kesin cevaplara ula?ma kayg?s?yla hareket etmemeye dayal ? bir
yakla??m. Moronca olmayan, nihilizme kar?? yap?c? pozitif oneriler yapan bir kitapla kar?2a?mak beni
sevindirdi. Richard'?n 6?retmenim olmas?n? isterdim.

Ad? Can says

Benim icgin ?7retici ve okumas? zevkli bir kitap oldu. Y azar ele ald??? konular?n literatiriine hakim, glizel
atAar yap?yor, farkl? du?inceleri kar?a2t?r?yor, her birini ayr? ele?tirerek sentez fikirler sunuyor.
Mitoloji, edebiyat, felsefe ve psikoloji lizerine diiZiinmeyi ve okumay? seven herkese dnerebilirim. Ustelik
kaynakgas? da 6zenerek haz?rlanm??, boylece kitapta 6zellikle ilgilendi?iniz bir bolim olursa devam
okumalar? yapmak icin elinizde giizel bir kaynakca olmu? olacak.

Madly Jane says

#2 REREAD! (2016)

| bought this book almost ayear ago, in June and have been reading bits of it here and there, thinking about
it. It's not an easy read, and the author asks alot of the reader. It requires thinking in away that's not popular
now.

I bought this book because | believe that stories, narratives, are how we really make meaning. That without
narratives and so-called maps, numbers and math are useless to human beings. Even feelings. Feelings can

change with a breeze. It isin the narrative that we really live.

We can replace one God with another, one monster with another, but we are always looking for meaning and
away to see the world and ourselves.

| needed a college professor with this book. I'll have to read it several times to understand it all.
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Nick Buck says

This book marks Kearney as the premier and most versatile hermeneut on my radar. Great, great book. Full
of theory and analysis.

G.B. Gabbler says

A Gabbler Recommends.

Pandaduh says

| was blown away by this book. I'm so glad | picked it up. The themes are al over the place, yet so well
organized and transitioned that you don't realize you just went from talking about the Twin Towersto the
origins of Father Time.

A quote from the book that | am still mulling over because | don't know what to do with it:

“Derridawarns against the notion of ‘reconciliation’ as a premature restoration of a‘normal’ past Certain
reconciliation and truth tribunals may, in their rush to forgiveness, not only betray the immemorial suffering
of the dead victims but also engage in afacility of compulsive public mourning which Derrida puts down to
the dominant sway in our time of a ' psychotherapeutic economy’. Moreover, the temptation to resolve past
horrors by means of some redemptive ‘ master narrative’ of universal pardon often ignores those ‘ others' who
are suppressed within this narrative or excluded from it altogether. For the very community (any community
for that matter) which seeks to dispense such an amnesty isinvariably plagued by ‘gaps’ in its own memory
— "hunted by the ghosts of those who were either colonized, expelled, or killed initsname'. In critical
response to this practice of exclusion and oblivion, deconstruction proposes to sensitize us to the ‘faceless
and nameless who have been buried beneath the weight of officially to usin the form of a Grand Narrative'.
This requires, the deconstructioniststell us, aspecial ‘micrological’ attention to those ghosts and specters
who have been exiled from the annals of official narrative history.”

Page 184 Richard Kearney Strangers, Gods and Monsters.

Ferda Nihat K oksoy says

YABANCILAR, TANRILAR VE CANAVARLAR -OTEK?L??? YORUMLAMAK -

-Klturlerdeki CANAVAR, at-dinyadan kéken a?r ve benli?in giivencede olmamas??;, TANRI ise Ust-
diinyadan kdken olarak, zaman-mekan?n 6tesine gegebilmeyi, 6limsiizl U2l ve yetkinli? sembolize eder.
CANAVAR, insan zihninin kurtulunmas? gereken tehditkar KORKULARId?r. TAR?HSEL KOLEKT?F
B2L?NCALTIMIZDA COK SAYIDA CANAVAR VARDIR.

-TYPHON, toprak (Gaia) ve yeralt? (Tartaros) tanr?arn?n gocu?u olup 100 ba?? gjderha ?ekliyle, hem
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HAR?KA hem KORKUNC'tur. Sokrates onu filozofun kar??t? olarak konumland?r?r ve ONDAN
KURTULAN ki7inin, AKLIN I?I2INA ve KEND?N? B?LMEY E ula?aca?™n? sdyler.

-Toplumlar birliktelik ve uyumicin YABANCININ DI?LANMASI ve KURBAN ADETLER?N? (yuzlerce
y? boyunca KURBAN ?NSANDIR) strdiregel mi?erdir.

-?brahim Peygamber'in ounu kurban etmesine kurbanl % koyun gonderilmesi ve Y ahudilerin GUNAH
KEC?S?nin (glinah kegisinin sakal ve boynuzlar? ?eytan imgesiyle benzerdir ve kegi, koyun gibi uysal
de?ldir) ba??na kabilenin GUNAHLARINI yikleyip ¢ole saimas?, 2NSAN-KURBAN'dan HAY VAN-
KURBAN'ageci?in anlat?ar2d?r.

-S?STEM gélitikce entegre olamayanlar? marjinale?tirir ve ?zd?raplar?n? gérmezden gelir, YABANCI ve
KURBAN haline sokar.(Hegel). Fakat sistemin giicii ok artarsa, kendi COKU?UNE yol acar (Baudrillard).
MEDYA GORUNTULER? TARAFINDAN YONET2LEN GUCLU S?STEM, B?RGUN KEND?
YIKIMINI DA URPERT? ?CER?SNDE ?ZLEYECEKT?R (W.Benjamin)

-Bilingalt?m?z?n CANAVARLARINI ve YABANCILARINI a?ma?y?z; AYNI/BENZER olan?n 6tesine
gecip, BA?K A/OTEK ?ne ag?an pencere olan ADALET'i hedeflemeliyiz. nsano?unayak??an,
YABANCININ fazlayabanc?, A??NANIN dafazlaa?naolmas?aizin vermemektir. NE TAM
BENZERL?K NE DE TAM BENZERL 2K 6neriyorum (diakritik hermenétik).

-V2CDAN beni, DI?ARIDAK? OTEK ? ad?na davranmaya ¢a??ran icimdeki OTEK ?dir (Gadamer).
Oteki'ne kar?? sayg? ve ahlakilik, S?Y AH-BEY AZ durumundan GR?-GR? haline gegi 2tir; yak?nmak,
sevinmekten 6te ANLAMAYA CALI?MAKTIR (Spinoza). 11 Eylil olay?n? anlamak icin, olaya sebebiyet
veren ko?ullar? anlamam?z ve faillerin zihinlerine ula?mam?z gerekir (Chomsky). ANLAMAK,
BA?I?LAMAKTIR (Pascal). ?NSANLI?IN TEMEL?NDE, KEND?N? BA?KASININ YER?NDE HAYAL
EDEB?LMES? YATAR (McEwan).

-?Y? olma, do?al bir tav?r de?il 2RAD? EYLEML 2L 2K T?R; miicadele edilmesi gereken KOTULU?E
KAR? iradi eylemlilik de ?NSAN? bir SORUMLULUKTUR (Kant). KOTULUK-?2Y 2L 2K 2K?2L2L?2?72N?,
TANRISAL ve VAZGEC2LMEZM?? G?B? SUNMAK, KOTULU?UN ME?RULA?TIRILMAS
DEMEKT?R. Yaicimizdeki KARANLIKLARA BOYUN E?ECE??Z, yada onu bir SANATA
DONU?TURECE??Z: YA OZYIKIM YADA OZYARATIM yani.

-SANAT ve FELSEFE, GERCE?? TE?H?R?N ve ELE?T?R?™N?N YOLLARIDIR. B?L?M, insanl??ave
ahlaka kar?? NOTR kalma, objektif olmavasf?yla URKUTUCU B?R Y UCEL ??E sahip ise de GERCE?E
ULA?MAK ?C?N MECBUR?YET?M?ZD7R:

-Klavuzumuz E??KLER?-SINIRLARI A?AN SUREKL? YOLCU "HERMES'; yontemimiz ise
HERMENOT?K olaml?2d?r (anlayarak-gozimleyerek yorumlama). YEN? Y ORUM ve EYLEM
TARZLARINA AC?LEN 2HT?YACIMIZ VAR. SINIRLARI ZORLAMALI, HXKAYELER?M?2Z?
ANLATMALIYIZ.
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