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Leningrad was under siege for almost three years, and the first winter of that siege was one of the coldest on
record. The Russians had been taken by surprise by the Germans sudden onslaught in June 1941.This book
tells the story of that long, bitter siege in the words of those who were there. It vividly describes how
ordinary Leningraders struggled to stay alive and to defend their beloved city in the most appalling
conditions. They were bombed, shelled, starved and frozen. They dug tank-traps and trenches, built shelters
and fortifications, fought fires, cleared rubble, tended the wounded and, for as long as they had strength to do
so, buried their dead. Many were killed by German bombs or shells, but most of them died of hunger and
cold. Based on interviews with survivors of the siege and on contemporary diaries and personal memoirs.
The primary focus is on three people: ayoung mother with two small children, aboy of sixteen at the
outbreak of war, and an elderly academic. We see the siege through their eyes as its horrors unfold and as
they struggle to survive.
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Dmitriy | saev says
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Kathleen Y earwood says

This book made me cry twice. | loved it.
I think 1'm going to use one passage as an inspiration for a piece of music.

Ana_sadkova says
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Alisher Abdurakhmanov says
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Gremrien says

| never thought that it would be so difficult to read this book. It is heavy as hell. Dead bodies, deaths, deaths,
deaths. Well, what should you expect from a book about hunger? Nevertheless, | remember how DARK and
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unexpectedly HEAVY | felt after every new portion of the book.

is the most humiliating and degradating experience, and NOTHING heroic could ever be in people closed in
acity without food, water, toilets, heat, with dying children, with larger-than-life struggles over every little
crumb of bread... | appreciate that the authors feel respect and pity towards these people, but their struggles
over surviving with so much dignity as they could gather is not equal to heroism or patriotic dedication or

die dowly and in humiliation, and they could not have done anything else WHATSOEVER, regardless of
how "heroic" they might have been. Oh well...

Anyway, the book overall left contradictory impressions. on the one hand, | learned from it quite alot of new
information or updated significantly the things | already knew (by the way, that's from here | understood the

feel some disappointment, because you aready know that the authors told you about only avery small part
of all the materialsthey collected, and you do not understand (and even angry about it) how they could ever
not publish everything else.

Raina says

Wow. Quite chilling, these diaries. But amazing, the clarity with which they were written under such
extreme conditions.

Stephen Cranney says

Some pretty brutal true accounts of three people trying to survive through the Siege of Leningrad: an aged
archivist who feels a sense of duty to protect the records he's been entrusted with while everybody is dying
around him, ayoung studious boy with a penchant for English literature whose eyesight kept him out of the
army, and a young single mother with two children who loses her ration card and has to feed her nursing
child by pricking herself. Suffice it to say this was difficult to finish.

Ilya lvanov says

In English trandation it's called "Leningrad Under Siege: First-Hand Accounts of the Ordeal”. Two parts,
first oneis series of interviews with survivors and comments from the authors. Part two is much better, it's
based on three diaries written during the actual events.In the book about one of the most inhumane events of
XX century (number of hunger and bombardment casualties, according to different estimates, is somewhere
between 800.000 and 1.500.000 people), most memorable moments are the ones that stand out from
relentless suffering: tours around evacuated Hermitage museum, where guides were talking about pictures
that used to be in now empty frames. About the elephant in the zoo that was killed in one of the first
bombardments, and how everyone was sorry that the elephant was buried. About the boy who won abig
bank in a card game, but was ashamed to demand his winnings from his friends.
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Anna says

Great book showing one of the worst episodes of World War 11. Stories about people - citizens of Leningrad
(now Sankt Petersburg), Road of Life.

Rachel says

A heavy read of firsthand civilian accounts of the siege on Leningrad. Unlike the widely read stories of the
Holocaust and the Western Front, these are stories that | was largely unaware of---perhaps because no
Americans were their saviors--perhaps because the Cold War silenced such stories that are the blood of
humanity.

The first half of the book was slow as the siege was just beginning and | was still trying to figure out who
was writing which account. In the second half the narratives became more tense and the hope more
desperate. Though not as polished in terms of layout, a better read than Anne Frank. As Georgi wrote "It is
not difficult to die, but it is extremely hard to be dying."
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