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Gil DuPont likes life exactly the way it is. It might not be full of friends, love, and laughter, but he gave up
on believing life would ever hold much of that for him anyway. A confirmed loner, and bachelor by default,
his routine is important and rarely interrupted.

All that changes when he receives an unexpected visit from Child Protection Services one freezing
Minnesota night. Originally believing they’ re there to deliver bad news, he prepares himself for details of his
estranged sister’ s death. However, once he finds out that they have a different problem for him, he realizes
hislife is about to take an unexpected turn.

His sister, Marguerite, six years older than him and somewhat of a phantom throughout hislife, has been
taken into the hospital due to her problems with alcohol. Her illness has |eft in its wake someone Gil
discoversis suddenly completely reliant on him: alittle girl of eight. Gil had no idea he was even an uncle,
but soon understands that he' s required to step up and take responsibility for Roxy.

Asthey settle down into a brand new routine, one where Gil is a care provider and new parent, he discovers
that the joys of life can be found in the smallest things, not least of al his niece’s warm heart and childish
innocence. What Gil certainly doesn’'t expect, however, isfor the dark and handsome Micah to come as an
extrainto the arrangement. A social worker who has made it hislife'swork to ensure children are given the
best possible chance despite somewhat difficult beginnings, he takes an interest in Gil and Roxy’ s situation,
and even Gil himself.

Loving Roxy comes easily to Gil, but allowing himself to be loved by Micah? That may be pushing things a
little too far. But he' s about to learn that it’s not just his niece who’ s been offered a second chance at
happiness.

Please Note: This book contains Adult Language & Steamy Adult Activities, it isintended for 18+ Adults
Only. Novel, approx. 60,000 wordsin length. HEA (happy ever after ending). Does not end with a
"cliffhanger".
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Seth says

A very sweet, reasonably simple story about an uncle who is suddenly faced with the existance of his niece,
as he needs to step up and take care of her while his semi-estranged sister gets help for addiction and illness.
He steps up to the plate quite quickly, and ends up on top of that having feelings for the social worker
attached to their case. The story is pretty straightforward, aimost to a fault, but the characters are so sweet
and believable that it was areal joy to read as they developed into better, happier people as the story went on.

3.5/5.

DeniseH. says

**** Thisisacharming story of asweet girl, brought to her lonely Uncle's door.
Gil, 34, isaschool janitor and livesaquiet life alone. His folks died when he was young and his sister
resented raising him.

He gets visitors one snowy night, with newsthat his sister signed herself into rehab, and her 8 yr. old
daughter, Roxy, a sweet black girl, needs aplaceto live.

He didn't know he had a niece. So, he's instantly got responsibilities, and tries to adjust. Asthey learn to get
to know each other, he has flashes back to his childhood, and realizes what his sister must have felt years
ago. She took off when he turned 18, and sang around the world. Heis musical, too, and discovers Roxy is
musically inclined. He signs her up for school where he works, and they get along well.

The new case manager, a big hearted black man, Micah,

thinks she needs the influence of other black folks to help her assimilate, and he invites them to his family
Sunday dinner. There she gets help with her unruly hair, and more. The men are attracted to one another. It's
going to be a bit awkward, because the men have sexy times the night before, and Gil, who has never dated,
feelslost. He doesn't know how to handle the deep feelings. Micah feels the same, and it's more than aone
off for each of them.

It'satale of loneliness that evolvesinto an instant family, and then, also companionship, and a relationship.

Their sexy times are hot, and their deep emotions are even hotter. Recovery is progressing with his sister,
and he'll miss Roxy if she goes back with her Mom. | wanted more romance with the men. We get a great
epilogue.
ENJOY !

The cover doesn't reflect the looks of our men, one black and one white,with man bun, or Roxy.

Darlene says

The book was well written book with a great story plot. Also | read a complimentary Advanced Reader Copy
of the book & | am voluntarily leaving an honest and unbiased review.
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Gil DuPont’sin arush to get his food shopping done and be on hisway home. It s a blizzard snowy night
that no one should be out on the roadsin.

Once home, Gil’ s quickly brought hisfood from the truck into histrailer. Gil was aloner, not any friends and
worked hard to have adecent sort of life; if you wanted to call it alife.

When Gil was settling in to eat his dinner there was a knock on the door. Who would ever expect someone to
be out in ablizzard at eight-thirty at night? Well, Child Protection Services showed up with news that Gil
was named to take care of hissister’s child eight year old Roxy. A niece he didn’t know he even had.

His sister, Marguerite had taken care of Gil after their parents died. When Gil turned eighteen he never heard
anything from her. He heard so was in Paris living, but that was about it. So Gil wasn't really willing to help
his sister out and be saddled with a child he was not at all prepared to take care of.

Marguerite was known to have problems with acohol and over the years it became too much and was now
committed into arehab center for her own health and safety as well as the child’s. With enough talking Gil
finally agreed to giveit atry, but he wasn't expecting them to have Roxy in the car. So islife. That’s when
he discovered his niece was black but that didn’t bother Gil in the least, it was only a shock at first.

From that night on, Gil and Roxy learned about each other and got along better then Gil ever thought they
would. One big mistake Gil made the day after Roxy stayed overnight, they shared finding out what hospital
Marg was at. They paid avisit and got into hot water because Marguerite didn’t want anyone to know where
she was, especialy her daughter. Asit was, Gil had a hard time seeing his sister looking like death she was
So sick.

Well, that little stunt brought Micah into Gil’ s life another social worker who was black and gorgeous. Then
of course there was an immediate attraction to each other. The two didn’t last long before they became lovers
in secret; conflict of interest on Micah's part.

Roxy bringsin awhole other life for Gil that he loves and he loves Roxy and worried what it will be like
when his sister isreleased. Roxy and Gil have a close Uncle/ niece relationship and warmed my heart. But
also, Gil has asecond chance in life where he found love, Micah. Gil had found his family he always wanted
and Roxy went back to her mother; a very happy ending.

There were times reading the book, for me, that dragged. Maybe there were too many details | got caught up
in. Then the story picked back up for me, especialy when Micah entered the picture. So, it'srealy only my
opinion and someone else may fedl totally different, but | still gave it a4.5 rating.

Sophie says

Thisisan interesting story line. It iswell written and the dialogue is realistic. The characters are great. Poor
Gil does not know what hits him when he opens his door one night to Child Services. His sister that he has
not seen in years needs him to take on his niece. The dialogue between him and his niece iswell written. She
sounds like akid not alittle adult. Micah is also a nice character. Heis the social worker sent to Gil and his
niece. In my opinion it takes alot of time for him to arrive on the scene. He is great with them. He just fits
into their little family. Gil the loner gets the HEA he deserves so well.

| got thisasafreearc.
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Romatic Confessions says

We were surprised by this book, it wasn’t what we thought it would be. We enjoyed reading Grace Notes by
Jerry Cole, but missed the romance of this well, romance.

Gil DuPont isaloner, his parent passed away at a young age and with only an absent older sister as his
family, he has fallen into a solitary life, finding it easier to stay to himself rather than get mixed up in fegling
for someone who is going to leave or disappoint him one day. What he doesn’t count on is an 8-yer old niece
appearing at his door one day. His estranged sister is admitted for alcohol related issues and has asked that
Gil looks after her daughter Roxy while she gets better. Gil struggles with having an insta-daughter, and how
to parent a child when he doesn’t really know how to look after himself. He forms a friendship with her
social worker Micah, and these 2 men put everything aside to try and find love together.

We loves Roxy, sheis sweet, precocious and whip-smart. We loved the relationship between uncle Gil and
his niece. Roxy reminds Gil that letting people into hislife doesn’t mean they are going to leave. She
reminds him that lifeisfor living. But the story isreally around this relationship. They struggle with how to
relate to each other, how they fit into each other’ s lives and the knowledge that thisis temporary. Jerry Cole
also takes time to talk about the struggles of Marguerite, Gil’ s sister, and how the foster/adopt system works.
It isfascinating, but it sometimes goes too far and takes away for the real reason we are reading the story.
Romance, chemistry.

While Micah and Gil find physical comfort in each other, their relationship isn't really believable. It lacks,
sizzle, passion, chemistry, and is essentially missing through the book. There is mention that they go one a
few dates, with and without Roxy, but we don't see the commitment between these 2 men flourishing. We
wish Jerry C ole had spent the same time developing Micah and Gil’ s relationship as he did with Roxy and
Uncle Gil’ srelationship. This book left us wanting MORE. Jerry Cole built a start to an interatrial
relationship, but the relationship never really came together.

Grace Notesisfirst Jerry Cole book we have read, while enjoyable, it failed to deliver on afew basicsfor us,
the chemistry of a new budding relationship.

Nerea says

DNF 55%

The second Mc doesn't appear until the 47%

The main character has sex with another character.
A big no for me sorry :(

John-Torleif Harris says

When | finished this book, | thought back to what | had read to write this review, and couldn't find anything
to say. | didn't dislike the book, but there was also nothing about it that particularly stuck out to me either.
Gil seemed to have a potential history/backstory that would have been cool to explore further - but it didn't
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happen. Micah was earnest and sincere, but completely flat and one-dimensional as a main character.

| didn't find the romance between Gil and Micah to be engaging, and we actually saw very little of it. They
met, they hooked up once, and then (rather suddenly), they were a couple without any of the
scenes/discussions that you would expect - i.e. How will Roxy be with her uncle dating her social worker?
How will Marguerite react? How will Gil react when confronted with prejudice against either Micah alone,
or the fact that the two of them are together? How will Gil react to prejudice against Roxy?

| basically felt that Jerry set up agood foundation of a story about an interracial gay couple, and then failed
to build anything on that foundation.

| voluntarily reviewed an ARC of this book.

Coral Mitchell says

MM. Gil does not realize how little he hasin his life and how lonely heis until his niece Roxy appears on his
doorstep. Gil has been hurt by the people closest to him and he has pulled away from al meaningful contact.
Roxy is adorable, smart, and a bright spot in his life. Something he never realized he missed. Roxy's
presence a so brings Micah into his life, as Roxy's case worker. Gill needs the quiet moments to think and
decide what he wants for his future, loneliness or trusting in others. | voluntarily reviewed a copy of this
book.

M elissa says

Let metalk about what | enjoyed about this story before | get to what | didn't like.

The story was good. | liked the relationship between Roxy and Gil. | like how he accepted her and fought for
her. | aso enjoyed the introduction of Micah into their lives. Him and Gil made a great couple. Plus, | was
happy about someone helping Roxy with her hair. As a black woman, | appreciated someone helping Roxy
with her hair, especially after that white lady called her hair "unruly."

Now onto what | didn't like. There was no conflict in Gil and Micah's relationship. They got together. Gil's
sister got out of rehab. The story ended. It would have been nice to see conflict arise with CPS finding out
Micah was seeing Gil. While the short story bothered me, nothing irritated me more than the whitewashing
of the characters on the cover. Micah and Roxy are black. She has an afro. She has natural textured hair.

Both men on the cover are white. The little girl on the cover iswhite. Isit that hard to find black models?
Like | said, the story was good but the cover models should at least match the ethnicity and description of the
characters.

Update: The cover on Amazon has been updated to show a black man and white man. The white girl has
been charged to the dark silhouette of an angel. However, the cover on Goodreads has not been updated.

M egan says

This book had afew moments of steam but more than anything it was about love, family, connection, and
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forgiveness. It was very sweet and gave such afeeling of hopein the end. From loneliness to love, Gil was
changed the most in this story. As the main character, he was obvioudly the focus, but the whole thing really
revolved around him and his reaction to all the changes thrust on him. Micah was good in the periphery, as
he challenged Gil and encouraged him to continue loving Roxy as he has been. Asfor alove interest, | could
believe it even if the romance was not the focus of the story. It was more of something that was added as
incentive and encouragement to Gil. Roxy was sweet and precocious and wedged her way into Gil'strailer,
life, and heart. She may have been the catalyst for Gil's transformation, but Gil was ready to accept that he
was supremely lonely and that changes needed to happen.

Overall, this was an uplifting, sexy, sweet story that | was happy to read. Read and willingly reviewed this
ARC from the author.

Julie says

A beautiful story of an uncle caring and looking after his niece. Gil isaloner and lives quietly by himself.
Roxy comes to stay with him while her mum and Gail's estranged sister is receiving treatment for
alcoholism.

The interaction between uncle and niece is beautifully told. Learning to live together is sympathetically
written, drawing me into the story and loving the characters.

When Micah comes on the scene he adds a new dimension into their lives.

The story unfolds in a gentle loving story, that captivated me and kept me hooked.

Jerry Cole hastaken a difficult subject of alcoholism and its effects and put so much emotion into the story.
I highly recommend this book, once you start you won't want to put it down.

| received afree advance reader copy of this book in exchange for an honest & unbiased review.

Mary says

The book blurb tells the story alot better than | ever could. Thiswas as sweet entertaining book with threads
of realism. Gil, abachelor, self-proclaimed loner, is suddenly granted custody of aniece, a mixed raced
Roxy, while her mother, his sister isin rehab for substance abuse. He was thirty-four years, set in hisways,

in a shabby mobile home and he was so tempted to say no. He thinks back to his sister, who took care of

him, at ten, when both parents died in a car crash. He wondered what if she was not there for him. Gil
grumbled, but took her in. The social workers assured him Roxy was not actually in the "foster care" system.
Gil after 2 days realized how lonely hislifereally. Throw in the social worker, Gil isin hog heaven. We have
alittle angst, a budding love affair and alittle girl who wraps Gil round his finger. | would recommend this
book to anyone wanting a sweet entertaining read. | like Jerry's writing; his sentence structure, hisword
usage and hisimagination. | would recommend Jerry's books to anyone wanting a good solid read

Victorias KeepinitReal says

This book was ok for me. | wanted and hoped | would love the love story of Gil and Micah but | didn't.
However, | did love the story of Gil and Roxy. That storyline was simply beautiful and heartwarming. |
really didn't feel the connection between Gil and Micah and felt if that storyline was better or more
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developed, | would have indeed. When | reached the 70% completion part of this book | became concerned,
realizing the opportunity would not be presented for the author to expound more so on the love connection
between Gil and Micah. While | loved the characters of both men, the time allotted by the storyline as
written didn't allow for me to be consumed by these two men and their budding relationship and subsequent
love for each other. Maybe if the story had been longer, for sure. | felt this story was more so focused on the
relationship and connection between Uncle Gil and his niece Roxy, which was beautiful.

Barbara says

Thiswas genuinely awell written book. The content kept me interested all the way through. Gil isalonely
man who is cranky and thoughtless, but through this he also is beginning to recognize heislonely. Parents
dead, he was raised by a sister who was only sixteen herself. Abandoned by her when he was sixteen, he
struggled to make alife for himself. Now heis thrust into a situation where he must take his sister's daughter
into his care while se detoxes from alcohol. Roxy is very mature and thoughtful for her age aswell as being
musically talented like Gil and his sister. Torn between feelings of deep loss versus anger at his sis, he makes
his way with Roxy. Micah enters the picture. A social worker who is out to keep Roxy safe, he enters Gil's
home ready to snatch her away. Instead he finds someone who is kind, caring and nurturing in Gil. Now
invested in Micah aswell as Roxy, the two men make room for arelationship that struggles to cometo
fruition. Thisis agentle and sweset story about two gay men and alost sister and her daughter. Thetitle
actually matches the story. Recommend this book. | voluntarily read and reviewed this ARC book.

Ann says

Gil DuPont is shocked one evening when two ladies turn up on their doorstep and inform him that they have
alittle girl with them who have his niece with them who needs a home. Her mother isin hospital for
treatment for alcoholism and had specifically said he was to look after her, even though she had never told
him she had a child.

Gil and his niece Roxy get along really well after abumpy 24 hours and then his social worker turns up to
meet them. He is gorgeous and they both give the other the once over. So what happens when a social
worker fallsfor hisclient?

Jerry is back to his best with this one. Very well written and a brilliant story line with great characters.
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