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Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage Milly Johnson
Alice doesn't like animals. Not after have been bitten by a dog as a child. And the feeling is mutual: animals
seem to hate Alice too.
Determined to change this, Alice applies for a job at Motley Hall, a tumbledown animal sanctuary in the
Pennines which caters for a variety of unloved animals: a psychotic cat, a three-legged donkey, a prickle-less
hedgehog, tame foxes and even an agoraphobic owl.
Just as she starts to feels as though she belongs, everything is turned upside down. The original owners of the
land decide they want to destroy Motley Hall and build cheap housing on it. Can Alice stop them before it's
too late?
The story of a woman finding her own place to call home and a new family, even if one of them is a three-
legged donkey.
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From Reader Review Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage for online
ebook

Asma-bookworm says

this is m first time m doing a review in goodreads ?
i really felt in love with Melly style ? and enjoyed reading this book soooo much
everything was perfect the characteristics , the place , the theme , the description ??
i wished if there were no end for the story
it is abt a girl colled Viv who is working on the wildflower cottage a tumbledown animal sunctuary , but her
aim wasn't the Job but smth else that really chocked me ?
her mom Stel and her friends each one has her story ,prblms but things will go all right at the end with each
one
for Stel she isn't lucky in love but she found a man.thinking his the one but he is not .......... i really don't want
to talk abt it more u have to read it cz non will understand m words or how m feeling

Rachel Gilbey says

4.5 Stars

Another incredibly brilliant story, from the always talented Milly Johnson. This is such a touching story, and
I loved how within the first chapter we had been introduced to the whole menagerie at the Wildflower
Cottage wildlife sanctuary.

What confused me slightly more then being introduced to Viv's mum Stel and her whole friendship group in
the very next chapter, which felt quite early on like information overload. It took me a while before I came to
embrace the chapters that involved Stel and her friends, and their assorted life problems,

Stel is a romantic and easily trusts men, and she is completely convinced this time she may have met the man
of her dreams. However from my point of view there were red flags popping up really early and I wished I
could reach into the book to try and tell Stel what I was seeing.

I loved Wildflower Cottage from the start, and Viv's employment there seems a bit odd to start with given
she is scared of most animals. There was clearly an ulterior motive for her getting the job, and although I had
some half hearted ideas, all I will say is it was refreshing that her true reasoning only fully became apparent
at the point she needed to reveal it herself. If you are anything like me, then you will be a bit shocked.

That wasn't the only shocking thing in the book which meant the last perhaps 150 pages were the easiest to
read of all, as I was drawn into the action that was unveiling, I couldn't put it down. I felt as though I was
there alongside the characters, which by that stage I had grown to love.

There is far more going in Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage and I have a feeling I may need to re-read this
book just to work out if I missed any vital clues, or to pay more attention on Stel's friends, as it turns out
some of the sideline stories were quite interesting too, but because I wasn't really sure about them at the start
of the book, I never quite felt connected to the group.

Thoroughly enjoyable story from one of my must read authors, written in Milly Johnson's clear concise style
and it kept me guessing throughout.
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Adele says

This was such a wonderful feel good story about love, loss, friendships, new beginnings with a touch of
magic and mystery. From the first sight of the sunny, gorgeous illustrations on the cover of this novel you
can expect an equally delightful read. I have thoroughly enjoyed all of Milly’s previous books and this book
was just as good, if not better, than her others.

The story is set around the idyllic Wildflower Cottage which is nestled in a valley in the Yorkshire Moors
surrounded by the beautiful, delicate blue love-in-a-mist flowers. The cottage is the heart and soul of the
animal sanctuary owned by Heath Merlo, a local vet and helpfully run by Geraldine. When Geraldine’s
advert for admin help is answered by Viv, a young woman looking for part-time work to help subsidise her
love and expertise for creating replicate and new scents, Geraldine couldn’t be happier as the girls hit it off
as soon as Viv arrives at the cottage.

Viv has ulterior motives for taking on the small job at the sanctuary and is very secretive of her past with her
new employees. For starters Viv hasn’t worked with animals before and is a little afraid of the feathered
kind. So to work in a sanctuary that specialises in helping birds of prey her ulterior motives are definitely
what’s keeping Viv motivated. However, the more Viv learns about the animals and people at the sanctuary
the more she starts to fall in love with them and the area. She starts to doubt her initial reasons for taking the
job on but she has gone so far in her mission and cannot give up now but she worries that what she may find
out could harm the sanctuary.

The other side of the story we join Viv’s mum, Stel with her fellow members of the Old Spice Girls, a group
of more mature ladies who meet up every Sunday for a good chat, cuppa and very often cake. Stel has
suffered greatly with her choice of men folk in the past so when she meets Ian, one of the gardeners at the
hospice she works at, Stel is hoping she has found a good ‘un. However, Stel soon starts to realise there is
more to Ian behind his kind, helpful surface. All the other ladies in the Old Spice Girls have their own battles
to fight which are all interwoven nicely within the storyline. I particularly liked Great Granny Iris, her
strength and attitude facing her particular situation was brilliant, Go Granny Iris!

I loved the setting for this novel. The fictional village of Ironmist sounded almost ethereal and magical and I
quite like this mystery within a novel, it sets your mind wondering whether magic really does exist in certain
places. All the animals in the sanctuary have their own names and such wonderful characters that I’m sure
Milly could write a book based just on them, maybe a children’s book?

The storyline held so many twists and turns and I was enthralled with what was going to happen next. When
it takes a particularly darker turn it was wonderful to see the camaraderie in the old and new friends and I
loved this. This story was so magical and heartwarming with it’s array of cute and curious animals and
characters you learn to love and trust and want to be part of their circle. Another gorgeous read from Milly
that I’m hoping there will be a sequel as I’d love more from Wildflower Cottage … 5/5*

Ann Cooper says

Where do I start? For me, this is Milly's best one yet - and I've read them all! Being an animal lover, this
book ticked all the boxes - even if I was distraught a couple of times and sobbing with Viv!
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It was an amazingly satisfying read. The main characters, Viv, Geraldine, Heath & Stel (and the Old Spice
Girls) all had problems and some were serious. The twists and turns that they all took were wonderful
(Caro's scene with Gaynor in the Ladies will live long in my memory - I was in bits). And the less said about
a certain male, the better.

There were so many revelations about the people involved that I can't really talk about much without
resorting to spoilers. Viv was magnificent! The way she dealt with the hand she'd been given was so
courageous - and I was almost cheering out loud at one point!

Milly's research into the birds was detailed and following Viv & Ursula's friendship was truly moving. The
descriptions of the valley, the flowers and the mists was so effective, I felt as if I was there....and so wish I
could visit!

I think any book that leaves you with a huge smile on your face is a winner ........and this is the champion of
those!

I received an ARC in exchange for an honest review.

Dale Harcombe says

I picked up this book expecting a light chick lit read. Being a person who loves owls I was immediately
hooked when Viv arrives at The Wildflower Cottage Sanctuary for Animals where she encounters Piccolo,
an owl. Later Viv meets a couple more owls and especially the white owl Ursula who seems to dislike
everyone. Since she is not really an animal lover and is frightened of birds, Viv decides coming here was not
such a wise move. But then she has an ulterior motive in coming to Ironmist and taking work in the office of
the Animal Sanctuary.
This is an easy read with a range of likeable characters and a few decidedly unlikeable. A well as Viv there
are Geraldine and Heath at the sanctuary. Back home, where Viv grew up with single parent Stel, are Viv’s
mother and her group of long-time friends who call themselves The Old Spice Girls. What a group of
interesting characters they are! Although the book starts like a feel good, light read, along the way there are
some deeper issues covered, including domestic violence. I liked the way Viv used her amazing nose and
sense of smell to create perfumes. You could almost smell the scents. That sideline plays an important part in
the story.
The characters are complex and the setting with its misty moors and wildflowers is a joy to read about. It is a
story of change and growth. I loved Ursula the white owl and the change she brings about. There is
friendship and romance but also betrayal and the folly of choices that have long lasting repercussions. I
really enjoyed this book with its interesting cast of characters both human and animal.

Kim says

Milly really is my favourite author and I always eagerly await her new books. You know that you are
guaranteed a wonderful read with a great cast of characters- both human and animal with a huge splash of
that Milly humour throughout.

Viv arrives to take up an admin post at Wildflower Cottage which runs an animal sanctuary ,specialising in
Birds of Prey. When she reveals that she doesn’t have any experience with animals and is scared to death by
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the geese- you begin to wonder why she’s taken this job.

The book hints at secrets with many of the characters and troubled times at the sanctuary itself. The Old
Spice Girls are a wonderful addition to the story- a group of older women who meet up every Sunday to put
the world to rights and share a gossip over cake. Every one of the Old Spice crew is a very entertaining and
well drawn character.

The book provides everything- a hint of mystery, romance, relationships and friendships and a beautiful
setting. Couldn’t we all imagine living somewhere like Wildflower Cottage with our very own Heath?!

I was so sad to come to the end of this one- as I always am with the latest Milly books. I just wanted to
escape further into the pages – and shut out everyday life with the housework calling. I enjoyed a couple of
afternoons enjoying reading in the sunshine that may have just extended into the early evening when I should
have been cooking the evening meal!

I am so excited about being able to attend the book launch on the 20th and getting the chance to meet Milly
and get my book signed. I am so grateful for being part of Team Milly and getting a prepublication book to
read. With thanks to both Milly and the team at Simon and Schuster Uk.

I would highly recommend buying this one to take in your holiday suitcase- or even to save for a nice sunny
afternoon in the garden like I did. You really lose yourself in the beautiful setting and amongst the
wonderfully written pages.

A pure 6 out of 5 star read for me.

Shaz Goodwin says

http://www.jerasjamboree.co.uk/2016/0...

Milly has a writing style that means it’s easy to get into the plot from the beginning and as with all Milly’s
novels there’s a great cast of characters in Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage. Selfless Viv had me intrigued
for pretty much most of the story. From the beginning I had questions about her motives (although because
of her character you know they’re not going to hurt anyone but herself). I love it when I don’t work out
completely what’s driving a character’s behaviour. I didn’t think she would ever get involved in the care of
the animals at the sanctuary but not only are there some humorous moments but plenty of emotions as she
takes on more than the admin at Wildflower Cottage. Geraldine’s background also had me intrigued. Despite
there being a sense of something hidden by them both, I loved the way their friendship blossomed and the
way that Geraldine championed Viv to Heath. Heath is the dark and brooding character we all love. One of
the oldest families in Ironmist there’s feud plus emotional baggage along with misunderstandings that causes
conflict.

Whilst Viv is away the story also focuses on her mum Stel and her group of friends back home giving us
several subplots running through the story. Whilst it’s clear what is happening for some of Stel’s friends,
Caro was another character that had me intrigued. And of course I have to mention Ian … I had my
suspicions which only grew stronger. When I had worked out one part of the plot the other part merged in
beautifully.
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I loved both settings and the communities. It was easy to become emotionally attached to everyone. Milly
Johnson writes sensitively about social issues and their devastating effects. I don’t want to say too much as it
would give the plot away but I was cheering when one character made a stand despite the fear that was
provoked by the past.

There’s plenty of tension and conflict – not just with the characters but with the timing of the closure of the
animal sanctuary too. Again it was easy to become attached to the animals, Milly brings them to life and I
came to love their personalities and even learn something too.

Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage does have humour (I’m still chuckling at the first time Viv meets
Antonio Leighton) and romance. There’s also a sprinkling of magic with the ghost mist and Isme. The
feeling of having come through emotionally wrought times to find joy, peace and hope will stay with me for
a long time.

Julie says

Brilliant as always with a few twists

Caroline Southgate says

Easy holiday book. Animal sanctuary about to be closed down by landowners and property built instead. But
someone saves the day

Julie Sheldon says

Loved it.

Milly at her best. Read it on holiday. Sometimes cried many times giggled aloud a few weird looks from
fellow holiday makers

Sarah says

This is, of course, not a literary novel but a popular novel... Does that genre still exist? Milly Johnson's books
all seem to be tagged as "chick-lit" although I prefer the term of "women's fiction".

It is definitely plot-driven, and the ending is romantic (and predictable), but in between it is indubitably feel-
good fiction, and that is why I enjoy her books so much at certain times when I just can't get my head around
more profound literature. Like Christmas time!

As with all of her plots, the baddies will be sinister, manipulative and threatening, and deserving of their
eventual comeuppance, just as the goodies will always be amply rewarded for their kindness and true worth.
Yet Ms Johnson manages to write such remarkably varied stories around this conventional formula, with
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moments of humour and multiple twists and turns that leave you feeling ultimately gratified and content.

The characters (rather numerous!) mostly feel like real people with real flaws and real problems and, if you
can stomach the predictability and the two gigantic coincidences incorporated into the story, I would
recommend this to anyone who needs an easy read or cheering up.

P.S. I have just noticed that many of my favourite singers/writers/actors/TV series come from Yorkshire...
the Brontë sisters, Joe Cocker, Sally Wainwright, Alan Bennet, Judi Dench, Sarah Lancashire, Milly
Johnson, DCI Banks, Downton Abbey, Dalziel & Pascoe, A Touch of Frost etc etc. What a remarkable place
it must be! I must put it on my travel bucket list!

Liz says

This is a really heart-warming read despite there being some nasty shocks along the way.

Claire Reeder says

I came across Milly Johnson's books a few years ago after picking one up on a whim in a supermarket and
I'm so glad I did.

Milly writes from the heart and for the very first page of each novel, you find yourself completely immersed
into the book. Her latest offering, Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage, is no exception.

The book follows the story of Viv, who although she doesn't like animals, applies for a job at an animal
sanctuary called Wildflower Cottage. There she meets the gorgeous Heath and wonderful Geraldine though it
appears they all have their secrets, even Viv.

The characters in this book are fantastic. Chapter by chapter they are explored more and it's so easy to have a
picture of them all in your mind and to be able to picture the beautiful surroundings and the wonderful
animals. Reading this book has made me want to go to a bird of prey centre and be able to experience these
majestic creatures first hand.

I read this book in a day and can highly recommend it as one of the best books I've read this year.

An absolutely wonderful read!!

Evan says

3 stars.

I really enjoyed the atmosphere of Wildflower Cottage. Johnson's description was so well-written that the
cottage came to life and felt like an actual place. The inhabitants of the town are also very interesting, and
though they appeared for only a short moment, they felt just as real and natural.
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Viv was really my favorite part of the story. I loved her attitude and confidence, especially when she knew
when to step up and be courageous. Her "quirk" was also very interesting, and I love how it was incorporated
into the story. Heath, her love interest, was just as interesting, but I wish there had been more screen time
between him and Viv.

And that was one of the problems I had with this novel. Because of the vast amount of characters, the focus
of the novel shifted a lot. While I had no qualms with the multiple points of view, I didn't like how it kept
jumping around. I found myself craving Viv's POV continuously, and I would quickly read through the other
POVs in order to get to hers again. Johnson had several conflicts going about in this novel, and I understand
that she did that to make the characters feel real and to show the obstacles each character had to surpass.

Yet it pained me to read through Stel's POV. While I understood what she was going through, I felt sick
while reading because of her personality. She literally had no backbone or guts. I don't blame her for what
had happened to her, in fact, no one deserves to go through what she did. But I wished that she had fought
back or told her friends. What's the point of a support group if you don't go to them? Because this is chick-lit,
I was glad that everything did turn out alright for her. But if this was real life? Well, she wouldn't be so
goddamn lucky.

I also didn't care much for Gaynor's POV. I can see that Johnson is trying to show us that not every character
is perfect and has their flaws. But you see, I rather read about the lovely Viv and her growing relationship
with Heath, than bitchy, inferiority-complexed Gaynor. If it weren't for these extra POVs, I would have
really enjoyed the story a lot more. I loved the dynamic and chemistry between Viv and Heath, and I so very
wanted to see how they would get to know each other better. Instead, their spotlight was taken away so many
times by the other characters.

The mysteries in this novel were pretty predictable, so don't go into this expecting some Sherlock Holmes
mystery. However, I did feel like everything was basically being wrapped up in the last 15%, so it was like
BAM BAM BAM. I wish the epilogue was longer (and featured Viv and Heath more).

I feel like I need to give a special mention to two characters who surprised me the most. Cora was the most
awesome friend I have ever seen, and I wish she had gotten more screen time. Geraldine was equally as
amazing, and my heart went out to her when her past was revealed.

A heart-warming story of friendship and girl power, despite some of the dark plot twists.

Jessica (Jess Hearts Books) says

4.5 stars

I’m a big fan of Milly Johnson, I look forward to the arrival of a new book from her every year and she never
lets me down! Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage is an absolute pleasure to read, as always Milly’s writing
is full of warmth, love and humour and sweeps you away to a place that you never want to leave.

The book follows a young woman called Viv who takes on an admin job at Wildflower Cottage – a home for
mistreated animals and birds of prey. Despite the beautiful animals and gorgeous countryside setting, Viv is
here for more than just a new job. As kindly Geraldine and grumpy vet Heath take Viv into their hearts as
well as their home, can Viv bare to tell them the real reason as to why she’s here?

Back at home, Viv’s mum Stel is missing her daughter terribly but manages to get by with the support of her
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friends the Old Spice Girls who meet every week to put the world to rights. When Stel gets together with a
guy from her work she quickly finds herself in a whirlwind relationship but is Ian all he seems to be?

One of my favourite things about Milly Johnson’s books is that her characters feel like the women that I
know and love in my own life making them so easy to root for. We meet and hear from lots of different
characters in this book and each of them has their own unique story. I’m always in awe of how Milly ties
each characters story into the overall plot so that by the end of the book all of the little jigsaw pieces fall into
place nicely creating a bigger picture.

Stel’s chapters were my favourite to read. They’re so cleverly written and show how misleading appearances
can be. I also loved the Old Spice Girls and their weekly meetings, their friendship and support of one
another was so lovely to read.

Sunshine Over Wildflower Cottage is without doubt one of Milly Johnson’s best books to date. It’s a
beautiful story of strength, new beginnings and friendship with an unexpected sprinkling of magic and
mystery. Milly Johnson manages to make the world a little bit sunnier with her books and I’d recommend
this to any reader looking for a heart-warming summer read.


